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                               Events, Programs, Projects 

Tootsie Roll Drive- Special Olympics, Autism Delaware, Waggies by Maggies  

Annual church and community collection efforts to support youth and adults with intellectual 
disabilities. Held in conjunction with the KofC national collection efforts supporting Special Olympics. 
Current benefactors include Special Olympics, Waggies by Maggies & Friends, and Autism Delaware. 
100% of funds collected ($7,000 ’25, $6,050 ‘24) to be distributed to the benefactors. April 25 & 26, 
2026- church & May 2, 2026- community. 
(Bob Blazovic) (40 VH/24 Community, 12 VH/12 Church) 
 

Stockings for Soldiers 

Annual participation with the national Stockings for Soldiers efforts to ensure military personnel receive 
holiday packages of goodies and personal needs. Manpower provided by SMC and family members in 
addition to direct donation of $300. Scheduled for November 18, 2025  
(Paul Hopkins) (50 VH/20 Community) 
 

Veterans Administration Annual Carnival 

Annual VA Carnival held for veterans at the VA Hospital. KofC Delaware State Council sponsors the event 
with Santa Maria Council 195 and Archbishop Fitzmaurice Assembly 148 taking lead running the “plinko 
booth”, providing games of chance to participants and social interaction and physical support for 
attending veterans. Plinko booth. Scheduled- May 2, 2026. 
(Bob Williams) (42VH/10 Community) 
 

Second Saturday Bingo at the VA  
 
KofC 4th Degree Assemblies under the direction of the Delaware State Council sponsors monthly “Second 
Saturday Bingo at the VA” for veterans associated with the VA Medical Center. Bingo is held on the 
second Saturday of each month with the assigned Assembly and their local Councils facilitating. 
Archbishop Fitzmaurice Assembly 148 (4th Degree) to host this event on July 12, October 11, 2025, 
January 10, April 11, 2026. The Santa Maria Council #195 will take the lead for each quarter throughout 
2025-26 coordinating with other local Councils of AFA. 
(Bob Williams) (80 VH/10 Community) 
 
 

 



 
IHMC Social Sundays 
 
Parish Council organizes and funds scheduled social events following selected masses.  Presented by the 
IHMC Council and hosted by the SMC195.  Brunch (sandwiches and beverages) provided following the 
11am mass service. Funded by the IHMC Council. Dates: 9/14/25 after 11am mass- Catechetical Service, 
2/14/26 after 11am mass- Blessing of the Children Baptized at IHM, 5/17/26 after 11am mass- 
Baccalaureate Service. 
(Vince Grillo) (150 VH/15) 
 

IHMC Respect Life Prayer Service & Annual Delaware Right to Life March 

Various Pro-Life activities generally aligned with the IHM Respect Life initiatives, Delaware Right to Life, 
BirthRight, A Door of Hope, Bayard House, etc. Includes scheduled Planned Parenthood and All GYN 
prayer vigils and coordinated Delaware State Council KofC first Saturday each month 7:30-10am.  Annual 
financial donations from SMC195 general funds to help the various pro-life organizations or specific 
fundraisers. Many Knights actively participate in the rosary vigils, annual “March for Life” to Dover, De. 
and Washington, DC., and support of other pregnancy, post birth and family advocacy organizations. 
Various dates. 40 days prayer vigil begins each Fall in October. 
(Joe Ketzner) (150 VH/3) 
 

Aid & Support After Pregnancy-ASAP  

Supreme Council of KofC initiative to support those mothers and babies needing assistance during 
pregnancy and after birth. Supreme provides $100 grants to each local council’s $500 donation to 
designated local resource center providing material, housing and counseling support to those in need. 
2024 benefactors- A Door of Hope ($1,200 in ‘24), BirthRight of De. ($600 in ‘24), Bayard House- Catholic 
Charities ($2,000 in ‘25) Funds raised through various fund raisers and general operating budget. March 
2026. 
(Joe Ketzner) (10 VH/5) 
 

Life & Ultrasound Machine Initiative 
 
A Delaware State Council of KofC initiative to support pregnancy and health centers providing prenatal 
and pregnancy guidance, aid, and information in the Wilmington Diocese. Funded by various fundraisers 
and Knight contributions. Program “Life & Ultrasound Fund” donation of $300 May 2025, for the 
ultrasound machine maintenance fund. Additional request for donation for replacement unit in 
southern Delaware. 
(Joe Ketzner) (32 VH/16) 
 

 

 

 



 

IHMS Coats for Kids Drive 

Annual IHM School initiative to collect used coats, gloves, hats, etc. for greater Wilmington children 
needing winter apparel. Delaware State Council KofC program offering new coats to local Council’s with 
matching order to augment the annual drive. Coats for the 2025 drive to be purchased ($250) and 
matched by the Delaware State Council in addition to 100+ coats donated through IHM School. Primary 
focus remains with the IHM students’ efforts, the Santa Maria Council provides organizational guidance, 
logistics and transportation support. November 2025 
(Jon Gatta, Joe Ketzner) (10 VH/3) 
 

IHMS Teachers Appreciation Lunch & Gift Cards   

Annual presentation of gift cards ($25/$75) to teachers helping to defray their out-of-pocket financial 
support for classroom needs. The presentation of the gifts is coordinated with a “Teachers Appreciation 
Lunch” hosted and funded by the Santa Maria Council. The gift cards ($850-$2,500) are funded through 
the Kids Helping Kids fundraiser from financial donations collected during the annual drive. August 19, 
2025. 
(Jon Gatta, Bob Blazovic) (10 VH/5) 
 

IHMS KofC Annual Vocational Essay Contest 

KofC Annual Vocational Essay Contest for IHMS students from 5th through 8th grades administered by the 
school and coordinated/sponsored by the members of the SMC195 and Delaware State Council-KofC. 
IHM winning selections are advanced to the Delaware State Council KofC for consideration and 
recognition at the state level. Each class winner receives a $50 gift card and plaque in addition to 
reading and recognition at the school. The 8th grade winner is recognized at the end of year Awards 
Ceremony. Funded through general funds. Presentation- June Graduation 2025 and Y/E Closing Mass 
2025.  
(Jon Gatta, Joe Malkoski) (5 VH/20) 
 

IHMS Annual Ice Cream Social 

Following the conclusion and recognition of the KofC Vocational Essay Contest event, the SMC hosts the 
annual ice cream social at the IHM school cafeteria for members of the participating classes. Funded 
through general funds ($200). May 2026. 
(Jon Gatta) (2 VH/2) 
 

IHMS First Communion Cross Presentation 

Annual presentation from the Santa Maria Council a blessed cross as a spiritual gift to all students 
receiving their First Holy Communion. Funded ($600) through general funds. April 29, 2026. 
(Vince Grillo) (5 VH/2) 

 

 



 

IHMS Tuition Support  

Annual $1,000 financial contribution presented directly to IHM School administration. Funds provide 
financial aid for tuition to families as determined by the administration on a need’s basis. Funded 
($1,000) through general funds. May 2026. 
(Joe Malkoski, Rich Raffaelli) (1 VH/1) 

 

IHMS KofC Awards Presentation 

Annual presentation at the 8th Grade Year End Awards Ceremony the Citizen Award and Service Award 
($50) to graduating male and female students. The selection is made by teachers for a student who has 
demonstrated extraordinary civic and/or service activities during the prior year. He/she is awarded a 
plaque and a $50 gift card and recognition at the awards ceremony from the SMC and presented by the 
Grand Knight. Funded through general funds. ($200) June 6, 2025 
(Joe Ketzner, Jon Gatta) (2 VH/2) 
 

Kids Helping Kids School Supply Drive 

Annual parish collection of students’ school supplies and teachers’ supplies for distribution at St. Peter’s 
School in central Wilmington. In addition to usable school supplies, funds collected and donated after 
the weekend masses by SMC Knights ($3,500 ‘24) provides IHM School teachers ($850-$2,550) and St 
Peter’s school administration ($1,500) funds to assist with operating costs, tuition, etc. August 16/17, 
2025. 
(Joe Ketzner, Joe Malkoski) (24 VH/16) 
 

Annual Golf Outing Fund Raiser SMC & IHMS Athletic Assoc. 

36th Annual IHM Golf Outing & Auction, the primary fund raiser for the Santa Maria Council- a golf 
tournament held in the Fall. The SMC195 and the IHMS Athletic Association combined their efforts to 
organize the Annual IHM Golf Outing many years ago. The golf committee is composed of the two 
organizations and the proceeds are shared equally. In recent years, net proceeds of $20k-$22k have 
been achieved. ($20,750 in 2024) The primary benefactors have been the youth of the parish and 
community. Over 60% of Santa Maria Council’s annual general fund budget is derived from this golf 
outing. October 3, 2025, Ed Oliver Golf Course. 
(Paul Hopkins, John Davis, Joe Ketzner, Vince Grillo, Lou LoBosco, Tom Anderson) (60 VH/10) 
 

Souper Bowl Sunday 

Annual food collection of non-perishable food stuff and monetary funds held during the NFL Super Bowl 
weekend after all masses to help feed those in need. Collected items (2,000+ pounds) and financial 
donations ($5,000 ‘25) are provided to various food banks to restock food pantries or provide financial 
support: Catholic Charities-Food Bank, St. Helena’s Food Closet, Holy Rosary’s Food Closet, St. Patrick’s 
Center, Sojourner’s Place, and Emmanuel Dining Room are the primary benefactors.  SMC gathers and 
transports parishioners’ and Knights’ donations to these food banks for distribution. February 7/8, 2026. 
(Kevin Dunleavy, George Stockburger) (24 VH/16) 



 

 

Mazzellas Gives Back Fund Raiser 

Two fund raisers (Summer/Fall) held each year over a two-day period in which the merchant “gives 
back” 15% of the proceeds from all meals ordered at Mazzellas when identified as Santa Maria Council 
195 KofC fund raiser. October 15/16, 2024, proceeds ($924) ($462 “given back” plus $462 match 
anonymous donor), benefactor- the VA Emergency Fund, the VA Christmas Adopt a Vet program and 
replenish the VA Pantry. May 6 & 7, 2025, raised $550. October 14 & 15, 2025, all day, general funds. 
(Vince Grillo) (12 VH/2) 
 

Stanley’s Gives Back Fund Raiser 
 
The Second Annual fundraiser was held on February 5, 2025, in which “Stanley’s Gives Back” 15% of the 
proceeds from all meals ordered at their establishment when identified as Santa Maria Council 195 KofC 
fund raiser; over $615 proceeds donated to the 2025 Souper Bowl Sunday Food Drive.  Next event 
scheduled- July 23, 2025, and on February 4, 2026, all day, general funds.  
(Norm Medeiros) (1 VH/1) 
 

Silver Rose Marian Mass & Prayer Service 

Our Lady of Guadalupe is honored through the annual Silver Rose Marian Prayer Service. Sponsored by 
the Knights of Columbus, prayer services are conducted throughout the world as a call to action of unity 
and a reaffirmation and dedication to the sanctity of life; “One Life, One Rose”. SMC will administer the 
prayer session on Friday, October 17, 2025, during the regularly scheduled 9am mass. Service cost ($400) 
for music ministries and refreshments derived from general funds. Friday, October 17, 2025. 9:00am 
mass. (Greg Vigliotta) (4 VH/2) 
 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Icon Service 

Presentation of the Sacred Heart if Jesus Icon which travels from parish to parish under the guidance of 
the Knights of Columbus to inspire the praying of the Holy Rosary. Its purpose is to highlight the family 
and specifically The Holy Family as the “central focus of our spiritual efforts” of strength, integrity and 
fidelity. Provides guidance that the Knights of Columbus are guardians of our faith, men to stand as 
brothers, bound together in charity, unity, and fraternity. During weekend masses. Spring- May 24- June 
8, 2025. Display only. (Joe Ketzner) (5 VH/1) 
 

Ronald McDonald House Dinner 

Annual preparation and hosting, Santa Maria Council host dinner for the 100+/- residents of the Ronald 
McDonald House associated with families and their child undergoing medical treatment at the A.I. 
Nemours Children’s Hospital. Dinners are under the general assignment of the State Council KofC, in 
which SMC has been assigned the 3rd Saturday in September each year. SMC prepares and presents 
meals in accordance with RMHCD guidelines.  Funded ($450) through general funds. September 20, 
2025. 
(Bob Blazovic, Joe Ketzner) (32 VH/8) 
 



 

Knights of Columbus Memorial Mass  

Annual special mass service at IHMC to honor and remember those Knights of the Santa Maria Council 
195 and The Archbishop Fitzmaurice Assembly 148 who are no longer with us and have joined the Lord. 
Mass is open to all, presided by the Bishop Emeritus Malooly (retired) of the Catholic Diocese of 
Wilmington in recent years, and ministered by members of the Santa Maria Council. Service cost ($400) 
for music ministry and ministers. Typically occurs the first Tuesday follows All Souls and All Saints Days. 
Tuesday, November 4, 2025. 6:00pm 
(Paul Hopkins, Greg Vigliotta) (2 VH/2) 
 

Christmas Card Sale Fund Raiser 

Annual fund raiser for the SMC in Keeping Christ in Christmas by offering faith centric Christmas cards 
for sales prior to the 1st Sunday of Advent masses. Proceeds ($700 net ’23, $800 net ‘24) donated to a 
designated non-profit ASAP organization. November 22/23. 2025 after all masses. 
(Martin McCarrick) (12VH/3) 
 

Philadelphia Sports Fan Fund Raiser 
 
Second Annual Philly Sports Ticket fundraiser kicked off in March 2025.  Two tickets to each major 
Philadelphia sporting event are won through a raffle at a cost of $20 per ticket.  The winner will be 
awarded 200 pairs of tickets for sporting events of Flyers, Phillies, Eagles, Union, and Wings of pre-
selected seats. In 2024, over 200 tickets were sold, proceeds derived totaled $2,030 to the Council’s 
general fund. For the 2025 fundraiser, ticket sales began in March through Council members and will be 
completed by the end of September. Drawing to be held late October 19, 2025. Proceeds to general 
funds. (Kevin Dunleavy) (10VH/5) 
 

“Come and See” Men’s Retreat 
 
A 10-week retreat presented by Gregory Vigliotta (DGK) inspired by the spiritual exercises of St Ignatius 
designed to deepen participants relationship with the Lord. Modified to be part of the Knights of 
Columbus COR program, designed to strengthen Catholic men in faith through prayer, formation and 
fraternity.  Program content and dates for 2026 under review. 
(Greg Vigliotta) (25VH/1) 

 

Fraternal and Social Events 

Wives Appreciation & Memorial Mass Dinner 

Annual “Wives’ Appreciation Dinner” exclusive to the wife or recent widow of any Santa Maria Council 
195 member in recognition of their extraordinary direct contributions supporting the various efforts of 
the SMC and for supporting their husband’s time commitment to carry out the deeds/efforts of council.  
Funded ($2,500) through general funds. Tuesday, November 4, 2025. 7:00pm, place TBD. (2 VH/2) 
(Paul Hopkins) 
 



 

 

SMC Christmas Party 

An annual collaborative Christmas party to be held for and by members of the Santa Maria Council and 
their immediate family. Specific emphasis is for the young children and grandchildren of council 
members and Keeping Christ in Christmas. Activities and food are donated and/or funded by family 
members and include a visit from Santa Claus, live entertainment and seasonal readings and crafts. 
Funded ($600) through general funds and donations. Saturday, December 6, 2025. 12:30-4:00pm 
(Chair-tbd) (40 VH/10) 
 

SMC Monthly Breakfast  

Monthly social gathering at Brandywine Diner at 9:00am of members of the SMC for prayer. breakfast, 
and discussion. Self-funded. 3rd Wednesday of each month. 
(Ed Connolly, Joe Malkoski) (120 VH/10) 
 

SMC Monthly Business Meeting 

Monthly business meeting of prayer, planning and discussion of all activities and funding of the Santa 
Maria Council beginning at 7:00pm in the rectory meeting room. Formal organization chaired by the 
Grand Knight, includes other officers of the council. Refreshments a served at the conclusion of the 
meeting. Funded ($70 per meeting) from general funds. 2nd Wednesday of each month in Room 13, 
IHMS.  
(Joe Malkoski) (240 VH/20) 
 

SMC Monthly Social 

Monthly social meeting currently held at the Brandywine Club associated with the Christopher Council in 
Claymont, De. The gathering begins at 7:00pm in the bar and game room, typically on the 4th Tuesday of 
each month. Open to SMC members and invited guests to enjoy refreshments, sporting games, 
conversation, and fraternity. No established agenda unless there is a scheduled Exemplification; food 
provided, drinks are self-funded. Funded ($70 per meeting) from general funds. 4th Tuesday of each 
month in 2025, 7:00pm. 
(Chair- tbd) (200 VH/10) 
 

IHM Parish & School Support 
 
IHM Parish Ministries 
 
Daily involvement and leadership supporting numerous ministries- Eucharistic ministries, Liturgy, 
Ushers, Lectors, Parish Outreach, Parish Council, Perpetual Adoration, Catechesis & Religious Education, 
Respect Life ministries, Forwood Manor Tea, Music, represent a few examples. (VH undetermined) 
 
 



 

IHM School Assistance 
 
Daily effort supporting numerous events at the IHM school with specific effort with lunchroom 
coordination. Non-specific assistance to IHM school administration on request. (180 VH/1) 
 
 

IHM Christmas Decorations & Outdoor Nativity 
 
Annual effort to prepare church and grounds for seasonal decorations as requested. From Thanksgiving 
through the Feast of the Epiphany. Outside nativity and large altar trees set-up scheduled for 12/19/25, 
removal 1/16/26.  SMC facilitates transformation. (Vince Grillo) (20 VH/20)  
 

Emmanuel Dining Room 
 
Assigned groups of volunteers to prepare and present lunch on the 12th day of each month at the 
Emmanual Dining Room in Wilmington, De. Throughout 2025-26. Teams are generally made up of two 
couples, a Knight and spouse.  
(Rick Gadbois- coordinator) (50 VH/10) 
 
 

IHM Confirmation Reception 
 
Organize and prepare the IHM School gymnasium for the post-Confirmation reception. Set-up tables, 
chairs, dining tables, photo stage, etc. to facilitate the Confirmands, their families and the dignitaries, 
roughly 250-300 attendees. Clean-up and return the gym to its original state following the event. Service 
is held just prior to Lent 2026. 
(Chair- tbd) (40 VH/15) 
 
6/7/25 v8 


