
Council 13049 
Council Meeting – 21 April 2022 

Good of The Order 
Lecturer’s Reflection 

 

 
Prayer for Canonization of Fr, Michael J. McGivney 

God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you called your priest, Father Michael J. 
McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life and to lead the young to the generous service of their neighbor. 

Through the example of his life and virtue may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling his commandment 
of charity and building up his Body which is the Church. 

Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love so that we may continue his work of caring 
for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify your venerable servant Father Michael J. McGivney on earth 

according to the design of your holy will. Through his intercession, grant the favor I now present (here make your 
request).  Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

(Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory be.) 

Good evening brothers, it is so good to see all your smiling facings here on our Zoom 
meeting. As you heard this evening, our council is looking to donate some of our charity 
funds for humanitarian assistance in Ukraine. As a result and a little after the fact, I 
thought I’d provide you with some insight on our Order’s history within Ukraine and 
some insight into the assistance other Knights are providing to not only our brothers in 
Ukraine but more importantly for the people of Ukraine. 
 
The following are excerpts from several articles which I encourage you to read in their 
entirety for more information on the our Ukrainian brothers and the current initiatives to 
provide much needed assistance during this time of strife. 
 
August 1988 
The Order launches a Marian Prayer Program featuring pilgrim icons of Our Lady of 
Pochayiv to commemorate the millennial anniversary of Christianity in Ukraine. 
August 2005  
Cardinal Lubomyr Husar, head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, appeals for a 
“transplanting” of the Knights of Columbus to Ukraine during the 123rd Supreme 
Convention in Chicago. 
2009 
Knights of Columbus leaders in the United States, Canada and Poland begin to lay 
groundwork for the Order’s expansion into Ukraine, including preparing a team to 
conduct degree ceremonies in the Ukrainian language. 
May 2012  
K of C representatives travel to Lviv, initiating Major Archbishop Sviatoslav Shevchuk of 
Kyiv-Halyc and Archbishop Mieczysław Mokrzycki of Lviv, among others. 
2013  
Between May and August, approximately 100 men join the Order in a series of 
exemplifications in Lviv and Kyiv. 
September 2013 
The first councils in Ukraine are established: St. Volodymyr Council 15800 in Kyiv and 
John Paul II Council 15801 in Lviv. 
August 2016  
The Knights of Columbus Board of Directors designates Ukraine the Order’s newest 
territory, with nearly 600 members in 13 councils. 
August 2018  
Numbering more than 1,000 Knights in 25 councils, Ukraine is designated a state 
council by the board of directors. Bogdan Kovaliv serves as the jurisdiction’s first state 
deputy. 
Present Day 
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Currently there are approximately 1,900 brother Knights in more than 40 local councils. 
 
The Knights of Columbus announced Feb. 25 a commitment of $1 million for immediate 
distribution to support Ukrainian refugees, including Ukrainian Knights and their families 
impacted by the recent Russian invasion of their country. The organization has also 
launched the Ukraine Solidarity Fund, an international fundraising campaign that will 
match all funds raised up to an additional $500,000. For additional information about the 
Knights of Columbus Ukraine Solidarity Fund and how to donate, here is the link 
https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/donate/ukraine.html. 
 
The relief funding will be used to provide shelter, food, medical supplies, clothing and 
religious goods, as well as other humanitarian needs as identified, both directly in 
Ukraine and through refugee sites in Poland. Already, Knights in Poland are aiding 
Ukrainian refugees at the border and providing housing for refugee families. At regional 
centers across Poland, Knights are also collecting supplies — including medicine, 
generators, sleeping bags and other necessities — and have begun to deliver them to 
the Archdiocese of Lviv in western Ukraine. 
 
Pope Francis blessed an Easter basket for Ukraine war victims this week, as the 
Knights of Columbus work to deliver 10,000 Easter care packages to displaced families 
in Ukraine. 

Patrick Kelly, Supreme Knight of the Knights of Columbus, met with the pope in 
a private audience on April 11 while enroute to western Ukraine, where he delivered 
care packages to families who have taken refuge in a 14th-century monastery in 
the Archdiocese of Lviv. The care packages were delivered by the Knights’ convoy of 
trucks which regularly brings humanitarian supplies into Ukraine. 
 
Articles 
Prepared by Providence 
https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/columbia/2022/april/prepared-by-providence.html 
 
Order Pledges, Mobilizes Aid For Ukrainian Refugees 
https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/articles/knights-pledge-assistance-ukrainian-
refugees.html 
 
With pope’s blessing, Knights of Columbus to give 10,000 Easter care packages 
to Ukraine war victims 
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https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/250968/with-pope-s-blessing-knights-of-
columbus-to-give-10000-easter-care-packages-to-ukraine-war-victims 
 

 
 
 
 


