
Council 13049 
Council Meeting – 15 October 2020 

Good of The Order 
Lecturer’s Notes  

 

Prayer for Canonization of Fr, Michael J. McGivney 
God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you called your priest, Father Michael J. 

McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life and to lead the young to the generous service of their neighbor. 
Through the example of his life and virtue may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling his commandment 

of charity and building up his Body which is the Church. 
Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love so that we may continue his work of caring 
for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify your venerable servant Father Michael J. McGivney on earth 

according to the design of your holy will. Through his intercession, grant the favor I now present (here make your 
request).  Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

(Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory be.) 

 
 
As many of you may know, the month of October is a special time as it will see the Beatification 
of our founder, the Venerable Father Michael J. McGivney. As such, I thought it would be 
appropriate to reflect on this aspicious event and take a brief look at “The Pathway to 
Sainthood” for our founder. 
 
All pathways have stepping stones and together they will take you to the end of your journey. 
Let’s look at the stepping stones that make up Father McGivney’s Pathway to Sainthood. 
 
McGivney Cause Milestones1 
 

1. The Cause Opens – December 18th, 1997 – Father McGivney’s Cause for Sainthood 
officially opened in Hartford by Archbishop Daniel A. Cronin. Father McGivney is given 
the title “Servant of God.” 

2. Diocesan Review Competed – March 6th, 2000 – Closing of diocesan investigation into 
Father McGivney’s life, holiness and virtures. 

3. Positio Submitted to Rome – Summer 2002 – a 1,000 page document (Positio) laying 
out the case for Father McGivney’s cause is presented to the Congregation for the 
Causes of Saints at the Vatican. 

4. John Paul II Commends K of C and Founder – October 2003 – In a message to the 
Knights of Columbus, St. John Paul II praiseed the Order and its founder: “In fidelity to 
the vision of Father McGivney, may you continue to seek new ways of being leaven of 
the Gospel in the world and a spiritual for for the renewal of the Church in holiness, 
unity and truth.” 

5. Biography Published – July 2006 – Parish Priest: Father McGivney and American 
Cartholicism, a biography by historian Douglas Brinkley and Julie Fnster, is published by 
William Morrow/Harper Collins. 

 
1 Catholic Transcript, September 2020, Archdiocese of Hartford.org/catholictranscript, 
https://catholicmagazines.org/magazine-archive/catholic-transcript/hart0920  



Council 13049 
Council Meeting – 15 October 2020 

Good of The Order 
Lecturer’s Notes  

 

Prayer for Canonization of Fr, Michael J. McGivney 
God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you called your priest, Father Michael J. 

McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life and to lead the young to the generous service of their neighbor. 
Through the example of his life and virtue may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling his commandment 

of charity and building up his Body which is the Church. 
Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love so that we may continue his work of caring 
for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify your venerable servant Father Michael J. McGivney on earth 

according to the design of your holy will. Through his intercession, grant the favor I now present (here make your 
request).  Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

(Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory be.) 

6. Declared Venerable – March 15th, 2008 – Confirming Father McGivney heroic virtue, 
Pope Benedict XVI declared him a “Venerable Servant of God.” The decree states, in 
part, “Conerning he theological virtues of Faith, Hope, and Love both toward God and 
neighbor…they existed to a heroic degree in the Sevant of God Michael McGivney, 
Diocesan Priest and Founder of the Fraternal Order the Knights of Columbus.” 

7. Pope Benedict XVI Cites “Exemplary American Priest” – April 2008 – During his visit to 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York City, Pope Benedit XVI cited the “remarkable 
accomplishment of the exemplary American priest, the Venerable Michael McGivney, 
whose vision and zeal led to the establishment of the Knights of Columbus.” 

8. Miracle Investigated – September 2017 – Results of an investigation into a possible 
miracle attibuted to the intercession of Father McGivney is sent to the Congregation 
For the Causes of Sants. 

9. Pope Francis Praises Father McGivney’s Vision – February 2020 Pope Francis tells the K 
of C Board of Directors that the Order has been faithful “to the vision of your founder, 
Venerabl Michael McGivney, who was inspiredd by the principles of Christian charity 
and fraterntiy to assist those most in need.” Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William Lori 
presents Pope Francis with a copy of Parish Priest in Italian. 

10. Mirale Approved for Beatification – May 27th, 2020 – After extensive and theological 
reviews, the Holy See announced that Pope Francis authorized a decree regarding the 
miracle attributed to the intercession of Father McGivney, opening the way for his 
beatification. 

 
NOTE: So what is the next stepping stone in the pathway to sainthood? Another miracle 
attributed to Father McGivney’s intercession will be required for his canonization as a saint. I 
encourage all our members to use and pray the Prayer for the Canonization of Father Michael J. 
McGivney. Brian Caulfied of the Knights of Columbus, serving as vice postulator for Venerable 
Father Michael McGivney’s cause for sainthood monitors The Father Michael J. McGivney 
Guild website (https://fathermcgivney.org) for possible miracles. There is even a phone 
number (203-752-4087) for those without a computer to report potential miracles. 
 
The Beatification of the Venerable Michael McGivney is scheduled to take place on October 
31st, 2020 and will be celebrated at Saint Joseph’s Cathedral in New Haven, CT.  
 
Beatification Schedule – (www.kofc.org/beatification)  Prayer Vigil 
 Friday, October 30 at 7:00p.m. - 9:00p.m. ET at Saint Mary’s Church in New Haven, CT  BEATIFICATION MASS 
 Saturday, October 31 at 11:00 a.m. ET at Saint Joseph’s Cathedral in Hartford, CT 
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 Mass of Thanksgiving for Beatification 
 Sunday, November 1 at 12 p.m. ET at Saint Mary’s Church in New Haven, CT 
 
You can view all three by visiting www.kofc.org/beatification — There, you’ll be able to join the 
live-streamed events, download council resources, watch free videos, discover the miracle 
attributed to Father Michael McGivney’s intercession and much more. 
 
Father McGivney’s beatification Mass will also be broadcast live by EWTN, Salt + Light TV and 
CatholicTV. The following are their websites: 
 
https://www.ewtn.com 
https://saltandlighttv.org/live/ 
http://catholictv.org 
 
In addition to these sites, Monsignor James Shanley of the Archdiocese of Hartford advised me 
that the Archdiocese’s website will also be carrying the mass as well. The website for the 
Archdiocese can be found at https://archdioceseofhartford.org/. 
 
I invite all our members to take time to watch this historic event which is a stepping stone in “The 
Pathway to Sainthood” of our beloved founder. 
 
EWTN Broadcast Schedule  Beatification of Fr. Michael McGivney: Prayer Vigil for Priests 

Friday October 30, 6:30pm ET - 2 hrs. 30 min. 
Live from St.Mary's Church in New Haven, CT  Solemn Mass and Beatification of Fr. Michael McGivney 
Saturday October 31, 10:00am ET - 2 hrs. 30 min. 
Live from the Cathedral of St. Joseph in Hartford in CT  Mass of Thanksgiving on the Feast of All Saints 
Sunday November 1, 12:00pm ET - 1 hr. 30 min. 
Live from Mary's Church in New Haven, CT.. <Ryan Patrick and Matthew Bunson> 

 


