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For those who missed the
Special Editions from the
Convention (they are still on the
website), here’s brief recap with
additional photos.

Friday Night was Hospitality
Night as Councils and Assemblies
hosted Hospitality Suites.

State Treasurer Dave Quinn focuses on making the best
Irish Coffee around in the Hickey Council Hospitality
Suite

Steve Perry tending bar in the East Providence Council
Hospitality Suite.
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followed by the first 2 Business
Sessions. While the men were at
the Business Meetings, the women
were treated to a Fashion Show,
hosted by First Lady Lee Ann
Benson.

St. Philip’s Council serving home-made Ice cream
courtesy of the Brailsfords

Our Annual Memorial Mass was
held Saturday morning,

The wonderful models of the Fashion Show, attire
courtesy of Warwick Dress Barn

Color Corps escort of DD Vic Silva during the Memorial
Procession
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with Bishop Louis Gelineau as the
Homilist. We were also joined by

Our Convention Mass was _ _
Supreme Director of Chaplains

held on Saturday Afternoon at 4:30

pm. Mass was celebrated by State Jonathan Kalisch, O.P. and 10
Chaplain Fr. Joseph Paquette (who other priests as concelebrants,
would receive the first ever including Chaplain of the Year Fr.
McNamee Award for Lifetime Mike Sisko of St. John Paul Il
Service at the Gala Dinner) Council.

State Chaplain Fr. Joseph Paquette assisted by Deacon
Bob Lafond at the Consecration (far right Supreme
Director of Chaplains Fr. Jonathan Kalisch, O.P.)

Bishop Gelineau (and Moylan Assembly Friar) delivering
the Homily at the Convention Mass
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Linda Tracy assisting with the pin placement during the
Map Ceremony during the Convention Mass [Linda
designed the pins]

After Mass, we proceeded to
the Garden Pavilion for the Gala
Dinner where 360 people were in
attendance.
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Hope Award recipient Dave Belisle (center) and family
with (far left) IPSD Pete Lentini, Supreme Secretary
O’Connor and (far right) State Chaplain Fr. Paquette and
SD Mike Benson

When it came time to name the
Knight of the Year, State Deputy
Michael Benson surprised us all by
naming two of our Brothers to this
honor, which delighted the crowd.
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2018-2019
(above) Knight of the Year Eric and Amanda Batista and
(below) Knight of the Year Jeff Gaulin each flanked by Fr. . . .
Joe Paquette and Sup. Sec O’Connor (left) and SD Mike Convention time IS, of course,
Benson (right) also election time. All sitting

Officers advanced unopposed, as
expected. In a spirited contest for
State Warden, Eric Batista won out
over equally qualified Brothers Jeff
Gaulin and PJ Shea.
Congratulations to all.
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Fraternal Year 2018-2019 State Officers-elect

(left to right) IPSD Mike Benson, State Treasurer Dave
Bebyn, State Deputy Mike Dziok, State Secretary Dave
Quinn, State Advocate Joe Carrignan, State Warden Eric
Batista.
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Membership Director FDD Eric
Batista reports that the Jurisdiction
of Rhode Island is ahead of most of
the other New England States in
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achieving its membership goals
(Vermont is slightly ahead). That’s
the good news. Now the reality. We
need to work hard to reach our
guota for the Fraternal Year. We
can still reach Circle of Honor
status if we adhere to:

One member per Council per
month!

Supreme is once again offering a
$4.50 rebate (per active member) for
attaining Star Council. Additionally,
Supreme is offering a lottery incentive
for 10 couples to attend the World Day
of Families in Dublin, Ireland — all
expenses paid. Every time you recruit a
new member between December 15



Rhode Island State Council Knights of Columbus

formed in 1893 as

the first State Council

Celebrating 125 Years of Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism

May 2018

2017 and June 30™ 2018, your name
will be entered in a drawing. 10 names
will be drawn at random on July 15t
2018.

Remember! One member per
Council per month!

Following are the degrees scheduled
for May (so far):

10t — 29 at Delaney-St. Teresa
Council, candidates @ 6:30 pm

14t — 1s2nd 5t Woonsocket Council,
candidates @ 6:30pm

2314 — 182" at Narragansett Council,
candidates @ 6:00 pm

2314 — 142" at Pope Pius XII Council,
candidates @ 6:30 pm

239 — 39 at St. Thomas the Apostle
Council, candidates @ 6:30 pm

There were also 15/2" Degrees held at
St. Augustine and Dillon Councils on
May 2",
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Degree and Ceremonials Director
Bob Gallant wants to flood these
degrees with Candidates, let’s help him
out.

Dear Brother Knights, Beloved
Clergy, families and friends, | pray this
message finds you well, full of faith and
excited about the direction of the
Knights of Columbus in Rhode Island.

Our 125th Anniversary celebration of
service to our Diocese, parishes and
communities was a phenomenal
accomplishment, and a true example of
our established virtues, Charity,
Fraternity and Unity, in action. We were
honored to have Supreme Secretary
Michael J. & Pat O’Connor, Supreme
Director Scott & Barbara Flood, as well
as Vice Supreme Master of the Patriotic
Degree William & Mary McCarthy with
us to represent the Supreme Council at
our festivities. More details about the
weekends Masses, events and awards
are found on these pages, but | do want
to offer my sincerest gratitude to those
that worked so tirelessly and selflessly
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to make our anniversary a successful
acknowledgement of our jurisdiction’s
history of fulfilling the vision of our
founder, the Venerable Servant of God,
Fr. Michael J. McGivney. Thank you,
Convention co-chairs, PSD/FM Steve
Ciolfi and DD PJ Shea llI (also the 125th
Banquet & Awards Chairman), State
Historian PSD James Gilcreast,
Program Book Chairmen FDD Jeff
Gaulin & FDD Michael Krzywonos, the
State Officers, the Fraternity of Past
State Deputies, District Deputies,
Program Directors, Committee
Members, and Council Grand Knights,
and to the almost 400 who attended our
banquet for your participation,
memorabilia and enthusiasm. Finally, a
special thank you to our State Chaplain
Fr. Joe Paquette, for inspiring liturgies
and music!

Please know the State Council,
representing all councils in Rhode
Island, presented financial support for
the Bishop’s Annual Catholic Charity
Fund Campaign, Special Olympics
Rhode Island and Our Lady of

Providence Seminary, as well as
8
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College Book Awards to four students
and Catholic Elementary and Secondary
School Scholarships to two students.

We congratulate this year’'s award
winners: Miss Ally Pina, Youth of the
Year (for outstanding contributions); DD
PJ Shea Il and the Shea-Moran families
for Family of the Year, Membership
Director Eric Batista and Program
Director Jeff Gaulin for Knights of the
Year, Fr. Joe Paquette for the first ever
Miles A. McNamee Award (for a lifetime
of achievement by a Rhode Island
Knight), and to Coach David Belisle for
our most prestigious Hope Award
(presented to a Rhode Islander that has
had a profound and positive impact on
the lives of others in our state). And to
the Councils that won Service Awards
for best in class performance. A special
acknowledgement is extended to
Culture of Life Director and Executive
Secretary Michael Krzywonos for being
honored with the Diocese of Providence
Lumen Gentium Award for his work to
protect life from conception to natural
death. Congratulations all!
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Our momentum continues as we
enter May, with streamlined
Recruitment, Retention and Service
Program processes. Online membership
will secure candidates to our Order in a
matter of minutes rather than weeks. Be
sure to attend one of the two seminars
taking place Tuesday, May 8 at
Newport-Middletown Council Hall
(Middletown), and Wednesday, May 9 at
Rev. Dillon Council Hall (North
Providence). Both seminars start at 7:30
and will be presented by Supreme
Council Membership & Programs
Consultant Eric Johnson. All questions
and concerns will be answered then. All
councils should be represented. It is that
important.

We have welcomed 169 new Brother
Knights into our ranks at councils across
Rhode Island since July 1, however our
total number of members has declined
by 25 primarily due to deaths. We need
to welcome another 111 by June 30 to
meet our recruitment requirements for
the 4th year in a row, and create Star
Councils. This is all the more reason to
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attend one of the Online Membership
Seminars.

Please join me in welcoming Scott
Eastwood as our new General
Insurance Agent. Scott has been a
successful Field Agent in Rhode Island
the past four years, and replaces
Michael Lehman who retired after years
of building successful relationships with
our members and councils. We offer
both of these Brother Knights heartfelt
best wishes in their new endeavors.

Our final State Council Meeting of
this Fraternal Year will take place
Friday, May 18, 7:30 PM at St. Teresa
Church in Pawtucket, hosted by
Delaney-St. Teresa Council #57. A
guest speaker from Habitat For
Humanity Rhode Island will provide
insight to their very critical mission. We
will also celebrate our successes with
the presentation of Certificates of
Appreciation to all the Brother Knights
who have been instrumental to another
successful year of service programs. |
am looking forward to celebrating with
you there.
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May God Bless you all, for all you do for
others!

Vivat Jesus.

Michael Benson, Rhode Island Knights
of Columbus State Deputy

Gon jratufa’tz'ona“/

We take a moment to
Congratulate one of our very best
Brothers. SK Mike Krzywonos is
being honored by the Diocese of
Providence with the prestigious
Lumen Gentium Award for his
tireless work regarding Life Issues.
Mike is joined in this ministry by his
wife Pat and daughter Kathy.
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Mike and Pat Krzywonos at the State Gala with Fr.
Paquette, Sup. Sec. O’Connor and SD Mike Benson.
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Back on April 15, General
Agent Mike Lehman began the life
of a retiree. Congratulations Mike,
thank you for your years of service
to the order.

Noting the above, we now have
a new General Agent.
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Congratulations to Scott Eastwood

on your promotion from Field agent

to General Agent, Supreme has
chosen well.
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All our State sponsored and
promoted activities can be used to
satisfy requirements of the Columbian
Award. Note also that some of our
biggest State initiatives began as a
local Council activity (e.g. — Operation
R.0.V.A.C.). Supporting the causes of
other Councils will also get them to
reciprocate and support your causes.

- Fraternity begets Unity
and together lead to an
increase of Charity.
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“Prayer in action is love, and love in
action is service," — Mother Teresa

Service (love in action) is the difference
between the Knights of Columbus and other
Catholic men's groups — State Deputy Mike

Benson

May 5™ — (tonight) Teens R
Dynamite fundraiser beginning at 5 pm
@ St. Agatha Church in Woonsocket.

May 10" — 12" - KANDI Drive dates
around the State.

May 19" — Bristol Council Clam Boil
at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel School
starting @ 6 pm

May 20" — St. Thomas the Apostle
(Prov.) May Breakfast 9 am to 1 pm.

Check the State Website regularly for
details and new listings.
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Fr. TJ Varghese (Chaplain, St.
Eugene’s Council) will be conducting a
tour/pilgrimage to:

ENGLAND, SCOTLAND & WALES over

12 DAYS: Sept. 17 - 28, 2018 visiting

Stonehenge, Salisbury, Bristol, Cardiff,
Bath, Stratford, The Lake District,
Edinburgh, York, Oxford and London

At a cost of just $3599 per person.

(Air/land tour price is $3099 plus $500
government taxes/airline surcharges)

Price Includes: Roundtrip Air from
Boston, First Class/Select Hotels, Most
Meals, Professional Tour Director,
Comprehensive Sightseeing, Entrance
Fees and More!!

For a brochure & more information,
please contact Fr. Varghese at: 401-
568- 5102 or email:
revtj23@gmail.com
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Below are just a few of the
many activities held by Councils
around the State. Many of our
functions build a spirit of
Fraternity......

......while doing good works.
E! et aﬁ !!u Ei Cl ta -tu

The Ancora Mobile Ultrasound
Banquet will be held May 31 at
Quidnesset Country Club @ 6 pm.

To register visit:
http://www.ancorabangquet.com,
cost is $50 per person.
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KANDI Drive efforts will be
taking place on May 10" -12' If
your Council is not participating,

maybe you would consider
donating.

Youth Activiti
Teens R Dynamite
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Tonight! is the State Council
sponsored Teens R Dynamite
Fundraiser. This event raises
money for the 2 CYO Centers in
the Diocese: Rejoice In Hope in
Cranston and Fr. Marot in
Woonsocket. The effort is
spearheaded by DD Bob Moniz of
St. Francis Council with the
cooking team at Woonsocket
Council, led by PGK PFN Rich Riel
and GK Jack Tracy.
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The centers help to promote
the formation of our youth’s
spirituality and faith through
athletic, cultural, social, Christian
social action and spiritual programs
such as the Catholic Athletic
League, Glorify, prayer meetings
and the Search for Maturity
program.
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Fr. Joe Brice bestowing a Search Cross on Caitlyn Tracy
during the closing of the March Search at the Fr. Marot
Center in Woonsocket

Chunch etiviti

Fast on the heels of the State
Convention was the Diocese of
Providence’s Annual Men’s
Conference ( April 28"). The
Conference was hosted by the
Diocesan Office of Faith Formation
at the Cathedral complex. Annually
sponsored by the Men of St.
Joseph, the RI State Council
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Knights of Columbus once again
joined as co-sponsors (for the 2"
year).

The Music Ministry for the Conference (note: far right is
Ryan Tremblay who led the State Day of Recollection)

Some of the 200+ attendees to the Men’s Conference

(left) Ed Trendowski from the Diocese of Providence
Faith Formation Office and (right) Speaker Damon
Owens
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There are many training opportunities
throughout the year (see the Supreme Website —
www.kofc.org ). they are open to any Brother
Knight who may be interested. Additionally, the
State Council has a Training Officer available to
assist with any topic. PSD FM Steve Ciolfi is here to
help.

State Website

Check out the State Website at www.kofcri.org .
It is connected to UKnight Interactive
(kofcknights.org) and allows connection to any
local Council website that is also a part of the
UKnight family. There are also links to other sites of
interest such as Fathers for Good, the Supreme
Council et alia. The Links of Interest tab will connect
you to Council event flyers. This can be an
invaluable resource, but you must use it for it to
help you.

Speaker John Leonetti who spoke twice.

Featured speakers were
Damon Owens and Jon
Leonetti.

State Hewoletter

News items for the newsletter can be sent
through the various program Directors, including
myself, or your DD, who will forward to me. | will
draw event items for the Local Council section from

16
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your input. | also welcome photos from the event
itself: jkimc.tracy@att.net
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The Biennial meeting was held
on Thursday, April 26" at SS John
and James Council. The District of
RI has asked Supreme to appoint
Robert “Bob” Gallant as District
Master for the next 2 years.
Congratulations Bob!

Also at the Biennial Meeting,
District Master Rick Devine
presented the Civic Award to
Moylan Assembly. Congratulations
Brother Sir Knights!
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Sir Knights from Moylan Assembly joining Faithful

Navigator Jeff Gaulin and flanked by (far left) PSD

FM Norm Charpentier, PSD FM Ron Parenteau and

(far right) PSD FM Steve Ciolfi and current Master
Rick Devine

Dtate mz:etinj

The next State Meeting will be
held on May 18" at 7:30 at
Delaney- St. Teresa Council,
Newport Avenue, Pawtucket.

Remember that these meetings
allow interaction between local
Councils, and allow information to
be exchanged between the local
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and State Councils (in both
directions). Each Council should
ensure that it is represented at
these meetings.
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Prayers are requested for the
repose of the soul of:

Reverend Monsignor John
Allard who was buried this past
Thursday, ever a friend to the
Knights of Woonsocket Council.

PGK Rolland Grant
FDD Robert Whitaker

and God’s comfort to their families.
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Prayers are also requested for
Bishop Louis Gelineau, Fr. Joseph
Paquette (who recently had
surgery), Executive Secretary Mike
Krzywonos, PGK PFN Ernie
Pennine, PGK PFN Earl Mahatr,
Pam DePaolo, Barry Chevette of
Pascoag Council, PGK Gilbert
Oliver, Jamie Lynn Benson
Bauman, DD Bud Garceau, GK
Jerry Marra, as they each deal with
various health concerns.

| am sure | am missing others,
and for that | apologize. Please feel
free to add them to this list of those
we pray for and remember.

(to have someone mentioned, contact me @
jkimc.tracy@att .net)
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Officers

State Deputy Mike Benson
MBenson.rikofc@gmail.com

State Chaplain Fr. Joe Paquette
JoePaguettel@gmail.com

State Secretary Mike Dziok
mdziok1067@aol.com

State Treasurer Dave Quinn
davequinn.rikofc@aol.com

State Advocate Dave Bebyn
dbebyn@beconsulting.biz

State Warden Joe Carrignan
joe.carrignan@outlook.com

IPSD Peter Lentini
Tireman966@hotmail.com

Staff et al.

Exec. Secretary Mike Krzywonos
mikrzywonos@gmail.com

General Agent Mike Lehman
Michael.Lehman@kofc.org

Webmaster Paul “Jerry” Scannell
paulgscannell@gmail.com
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District Deputies

District 1 PJ Shea — sheapj@yahoo.com

District 2 Ray Riel — raymondjriel@verizon.net

District 3 Bob Lynch rlynchl@cox.net

District 4 Bob Moniz — rim51@cox.net

District 5 Lee Rossetti — lee.rossetti@cox.net

District 6 Ted Benz — ted@benztesters.com

District 7 Mark Paul — mpaul@astromed.com

District 8 John Kay — jkay4021@aol.com

District 9 Paul Saunders — psaund1229@aol.com

District 10 Victor Silva — vmsilva58@gmail.com

District 11 Bud Garceau —
gene.garceau@gmail.com

District 12 Alan Lamake — allamake@aol.com

Directors

Membership Director Eric Batista
ebkofc@gmail.com

Degree & Ceremonial Director Bob Gallant
bobgal664@gmail.com

Program Director Jeff Gaulin
jagaulin@verizon.net

Church Director Mike DeAngelis
deangelis36@msn.com

Community Director Steve Perry
bradyl2gb@verizon.net
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Family Director Al Hervieux Another look at Fr. Joe

Ihervi .net ' '
alhervieux@cox.ne Paquette, surprised by the Miles
McNamee Award.

Youth Director Mike Guerra
mikegonemad@qgmail.com

Council Director Jack Tracy, 3rd ’ ﬁ
ikimc.tracy@att.net cgtmf/}/ - tk"e est

Contact information of subcommittee chairmen
and other State Staff can be found on the State
website www.kofcri.org

Remember, these men are here
because they love the Knights and want
to help you and your Council. Don’t be
afraid to contact them for help or with
any guestions you may have.
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