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Council News 

This year’s State Charity Ball 

will be held on December 8th at 

Quidnessett Country Club. 

Included will be a Silent Auction, 

Wine Grab and a $1000 Raffle. 

And a grand social function. 

Theme: . 

More in the November Newsletter or ask 

a State Officer, District Deputy, or State 

Director. 

Awards 
       Distribution of Supreme 

Recognition plaques occurred at 

the September State Meeting, held 

at St. Francis Council. 

Congratulations to all Councils who 

acheived Star Council, McGivney, 

Founder’s and Columbian Awards. 

      

(above & Below) Award earners 

        
 

      

More Supreme Award earners 
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Membership News 
 

      Making Councils Stronger 
Strong Councils through 

Membership Growth & 

Engagement 

 NOW is the time to recruit younger 

members (middle-age & older members are 

still okay too)!  

       To help us with our recruiting 

efforts, Supreme has developed a 

new Delta Church Drive program. It 

is not that far removed from the 

method many of us are currently 

using. A training seminar on the 

new method is being planned. So, 

watch your emails for the date and 

time and be sure to respond 

appropriately. 

      

     Following are the upcoming degrees 

scheduled (so far): 

        October 16th – 1st @ East Providence 

Council at 7 pm, candidates at 6:30 

         October 17th – 2nd @ Bristol Council 

at 7 pm, candidates at 6:30 at the 

Columban Fathers, 65 Ferry Rd., Bristol 

        October 22nd – 1st @ St. Francis 

Council (North Kingstown) at 7 pm, 

candidates at 6:30 

        Degrees and Ceremonials Director 

Bob Lynch would like to see more on 

the calendar, let’s help him out. 

             Remember! One member 

per Council per month! 

 

Message from the State 
Deputy 

My Brother Knights, 

      Reviewing the Annual Report of 

our Supreme Knight, Carl 
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Anderson, there was an insert in 

the handout that was not part of his 

presentation but explains – “Why 

We Are Knights”.  It reads: 

      “There is much work to be done in 

the world, and the Knights of 

Columbus are doing that work every 

day. Good work. Necessary work. 

Bringing assistance to the sick, and the 

disabled and families in need, 

protecting those who can’t protect 

themselves –whether they are next 

door or halfway around the world. 

We do this not simply because we 

want to, but we as Catholic men, our 

faith reminds us it is our moral 

obligation. For us, there is never a 

doubt about that. We do it to be 

better husbands, fathers, sons, 

neighbors and Catholics. 

It’s one thing to say who you are, but 

another entirely to live who you are 

and put values into action. Together, 

this fraternity of men strives to better 

ourselves as we help improve the lives 

of others. And we seek no accolades. 

Our reward is the joy and satisfaction 

we receive every time we see our faith 

at work”.  

 

     I think that it is important that we 

reflect on and recommit ourselves  

to this as our mission statement . 

        

                                  

Vivat Jesus! 

Mike Dziok 
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Patriotic Degree News 

       District Master Bob Gallant is 

working hard at planning this year’s 

Christ the King Mass & Brunch and 

sends the following message:  

On the last Sunday of each Liturgical 
year, the Church celebrates the Solemnity 
of Christ the King.  

Pope Pius XI instituted this feast in 
1925 with his encyclical Quas Primas (“In 
the first”) to respond to the growing 
nationalism and secularism. He 
recognized that these related societal ills 
would breed increasing hostility against 
the Church. His encyclical reminds the 
faithful that, while governments and 
philosophies come and go, Christ reigns as 
King forever.  

When Bishop Emeritus Gelineau, 
first arrived in Rhode Island, he 
approached the leaders of the Knights of 
Columbus and asked if they could help 
him make Christ the King Sunday 
something special. Since then, the Knights 
with their families, relatives and friends 

have gathered at SS Peter and Paul 
Cathedral in Providence for the 10:00 AM 
Mass and a social brunch after in the 
Cathedral Hall.  

So, with the situation in the state / 
world today, it is fitting that we, as 
Knights, should bring this Sunday as 
something special again.  

With the change in ‘regalia’, I will 
not have a big group of “Sir Knights’ to 
escort the K of C State officers, District 
Deputies, Directors and Bishop as in the 
past. But it would be fantastic if the 
cathedral was still filled with Brother 
Knights  

Thus, I’m asking that all Councils 
and Assemblies to actively take part in 
this Mass and Brunch.  

It is Sunday November 24, 2019, 
at the Cathedral of SS Peter and Paul, 
30 Fenner St. Providence. Mass is at  
10:00 AM celebrated by Bishop Thomas 
Tobin. Brunch will follow in the cathedral 
hall down stairs where Bishop Tobin will 
also join us. ( His talk there will not be 
long as the Steelers have a 1:00 PM kick - 
off)  
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The cost for the Brunch is $15 per 
person, and $40 per family (2 adults and 
children 12 yrs. and under) I’m asking if 
someone from each Council and 
Assembly to act as a co-chair by 
promoting this, take names and number 
of those coming and collect the money. 
(No tickets) and keep me informed.  

Would like to see this get up to 
300 + people like it used to be. 

Robert (Bob) Gallant 

 4th Degree District Master, 

Rhode Island 

 

 

General Agent 
     Life happens at the most 

unexpected of times, and life 

insurance is about protecting the 

future and the people you love. 

Remember, if something happens 

and you haven’t done the planning, 

the people you leave behind will 

feel the brunt of your mistakes. Ask 

to meet with your agent to see if 

there is something that can be 

done to protect those you love or to 

just update what you may already 

have in place. 

      Life Insurance, Disability 

Insurance, Long Term Care 

Insurance, Annuities, as well as 

401K, 403B, SEP, IRA (Rollovers 

or New). 

God Bless! 

 

       General Agent John Ruffo is 

available for all your Fraternal 

Benefits questions. He can be 

reached at john.ruffo@kofc.org or 

by phone at 860-807-3234 (office)  

& 860-531-8883 (cell) 

mailto:john.ruffo@kofc.org
mailto:john.ruffo@kofc.org
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Programming Activities 
      All our State sponsored and 

promoted activities can be used to satisfy 

requirements of the Columbian Award. 

Note also that some of our biggest State 

initiatives began as a local Council activity 

(e.g. – Operation R.O.V.A.C.).  Supporting 

the causes of other Councils will also get 

them to reciprocate and support your 

causes. 
 

        - Fraternity begets Unity 

and together lead to an 

increase of Charity. 
 

Events of Note 
• October  – 40 Days for Life Fall 

Campaign runs the entire month 

• October 5th  – Human Life Guild 

Mass/Reception @ the Cathedral 

• October 6th – Annual Life Chain 

Sunday 

• October 6th – Warwick Council 

Cornhole Tournament 

• October 9th – Silver Rose handoff to 

Massachusetts at LaSalette 

• October 13th – Federal Hill 

Columbus Weekend Parade 

• October 13th – Westerly Columbus 

Weekend Parade 

• October 14th – Autumnfest Parade in 

Woonsocket 

• November 1st – All Saints’ Day 

• November 2nd – All Souls’ Day 

 

           Check the State Website regularly for details 

and new listings. 

 

State & Local Happenings 
      

     Below are just a few of the many 

activities held by Councils around the 

State. Many of our functions build a 

spirit of Fraternity……  
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       State Charity Raffle tickets are 

now Available. As in recent years, 

cost to the Council is $1 per book 

of 6 tickets. Please contact DD 

Jack Tracy to order your needed 

quantity of Books of tickets. You 

can do this by emailing: 

jklmc.tracy@att.net.  

       This can be an easy way to 

raise money for your Council’s 

charitable causes, the return on 

investment is 400%. So, for a $100 

investment, you could realize $400 

for your Council’s charities. Let’s 

not forget that the $1 you spend to 

purchase the books from the State 

also supports charitable causes. 

The last 3 years of the Charity 

Raffle have contributed over $6000 

to the causes of the Knights of 

Columbus in addition to the monies 

raised by each of the participating 

Councils. 

      Delivery of tickets began at the 

September State Meeting and will 

continue through early April 2020. 

 

…...while doing good works. 

     

  

     What good is it, my brothers, if 

someone says he has faith but 

does not have works? (Jas 2:14) 

       

         So also, Faith of itself, if it 

does not have works, is dead. (Jas 

2:17) 

 

 

 

mailto:jklmc.tracy@att.net
mailto:jklmc.tracy@att.net
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Life Activities 
 

 
 

      Always remember that the fight 

to protect life never ends. Whether 

it is end of life causes, treatment of 

the living in this world (social 

justice issues) or treatment of the 

not yet born. 

 

 

      A number of Councils have 

hosted Silver Rose Services. This 

beautiful prayer service is an 

important way to further the cause 

of life in all its stages. 

  

      

      The Silver Rose will be handed 

over to Massachusetts on October 

9th at LaSalette Shrine in Attleboro. 

       

       The 40 Days for Life Fall 

Campaign began September 25th 

and runs through November 3rd. 
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Please consider joining the 

peaceful demonstrations to be held 

outside of Planned Parenthood for 

a day, two or all 40 as your 

schedule and ability permit. 

      The Diocesan Human Life 

Guild Mass was held on Saturday, 

October 5th at the Cathedral of SS. 

Peter & Paul.  

 

Human Life Guild Award recipients with Bishop Tobin 

 

      The Diocese of Providence 

conducted its Annual Life Chain 

Sunday on October 6th with 

parishes around the diocese 

participating.  

 

 

Community Activities 
      

 

      Lincoln Council worked with an 

Eagle Scout Candidate to create a 

memorial and erect a new flagpole 

on the grounds adjacent to the 

Council home in an exemplar of 

community involvement and 

cooperation. (photos above & 

program below) 
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      Warwick Council held a 

Cornhole Tournament to benefit 

the Council’s charitable causes on 

October 6th. 

      East Providence Council held 

an Italian Night to benefit the 

Council’s charitable causes. 

 

(above & below) Italian Night at East Providence Council 

 

 

      Frehill Council participated in 

the Town of North Smithfield’s 

Pumpkinfest. They sold 

hamburgers and hot dogs to 

benefit the Council’s charities. 
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      Woonsocket Council held its 

2nd annual Breakfast to benefit New 

Beginnings, a soup kitchen and life 

skills program. 

 

 

      Faith Activities 

       Each first Saturday of the month, East 

Providence Council sponsors a Family Rosary 

at the Council home, 3200 Pawtucket Avenue. 

      St. Philip’s Council leads 5th 

Sunday Rosary prior to all Masses 

on the 5th Sunday weekend. All are 

welcome to join them. Check the 

parish website for Mass times. 

      St. John Vianney Council 

helped the parish (of SJV) with 

their fall festival by manning the 

grill for the weekend event (– ever 

notice how many of us are involved 

in cooking?) providing a vital 

service to the parish and being a 

presence in the parish community. 

       From Fr. Murphy (at the 

seminary): A few months ago I 

received a call from a gentleman who 

walks by the seminary each morning. 

He noticed our railings were rusted and 

needed to be painted. He explained that 

he was a member of a local Knights of 

Columbus Council (ed. note: St. 

Augustine Council) and offered to help. 

This morning, several Knights showed 

up at 8:30am and got the job done. 
Amazing. There’s no other organization 

within the church that does more to 

support seminarians financially and 

spiritually. We are most grateful for the 

generosity and leadership of these men 

in the Church. (photo below) 
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Members of St. Augustine Council sprucing up St. Joseph 

House on the Seminary grounds 

        

           

Clergy Night will be held October 14th at 

Twelve Acres Restaurant, 445 Douglas 

Pike, Smithfield, RI 

Cocktails 6:15pm, Dinner 7pm  

Tickets Deadline has passed and the 

Chaplain of the Year chosen. The 

Worthy Recipient will be announced at 

the Banquet. 

 

      

 

 

Family Activities 

     The State Council sponsored 

the 2nd Annual all Council Cookout 

and Family Day on September 8th. I 

was held at Goddard State Park 

once again. Attendance doubled 

over last year, and a great time 

was had by all. Thanks go to State 

Family Director Mike Guerra and 

his wife Carrie for organizing the 

day. 

       Now is the time to plan and 

order for Keep Christ In Christmas 

Poster contest and Cards. 

       If you are interested in 

ordering Christmas cards you can 

email Al Hervieux the order form 

(from the State Website) at 

Alhervieux@cox.net or phone Al 

with any questions; his cell # is 

401-359-2586.       
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Fraternal Training and 

Communication 

                        Training 

      There are many training opportunities 

throughout the year (see the Supreme Website 

– www.kofc.org ), they are open to any Brother 

Knight who may be interested. You can register 

from the Home Page of the supreme website: 

go to Members, Resources & then the Fraternal 

Training tab. You must register to participate, 

but once registered, you do not have to view it 

live. Rather, you can view it later at a time of 

your convenience. 

      Additionally, the State Council has a 

Training Officer available to assist with any 

topic. PSD FM Steve Ciolfi is here to help. You 

can reach him at stevec618@aol.com.  

 

State Website 

     Check out the State Website at www.kofcri.org . 

It is connected to UKnight Interactive 

(kofcknights.org) and allows connection to any 

local Council website that is also a part of the 

UKnight family. There are also links to other sites of 

interest such as Fathers for Good, the Supreme 

Council et alia.  

State Newsletter 

    Reminder: I include as much as 

possible in this newsletter. But I 

need your help by sending me 

information & photos from your 

events.       

        News items for the newsletter 

can be sent to me at 

rikofcnewsletter@gmail.com, 

through your DD, who will forward 

it to me, or the various program 

Directors.  

 

State Meeting 
      Remember! these meetings 

allow interaction between local 

Councils, and allow information to be 

exchanged between the local and 

State Councils (in both directions). 

http://www.kofc.org/
http://www.kofc.org/
mailto:stevec618@aol.com
mailto:stevec618@aol.com
http://www.kofcri.org/
http://www.kofcri.org/
mailto:rikofcnewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:rikofcnewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:rikofcnewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:rikofcnewsletter@gmail.com
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Each Council should ensure that it is 

represented at these meetings. 

         The next State Meeting will 

be on November 8th at Cranston 

Council, 70 Pettaconsett Ave., 

Cranston. Meeting time is 7:30 pm. 

State meetings are a good 

opportunity to exchange 

information with the State and 

other local Councils. Remember, 

these meetings belong to YOU. 

The State Council does not exist 

without the local Councils.  

Fraternal Concern 
      Brothers, as noted previously, our 

membership is older, with an average age of 

62. Implicit in that average is the fact that we 

have many older Brothers. These Brothers 

often are unable to regularly attend meetings 

and functions. This can lead to Councils losing 

track of them and, unfortunately, should they 

pass away we fail to recognize their 

significance and membership in our Order.       

I am asking that the word be spread among 

your membership and families to be vigilant to 

the passing of a Council member or Council 

family member and relay the information to the 

Grand Knight. In my home Council, I have 

designated a member to scan the newspaper 

obituaries. However, with fewer people utilizing 

the newspaper obits we must now add word of 

mouth or social media methods of 

communication. 

      Regardless, we must be informed to 

properly Honor the Dead. 

 

Prayers Requested 

 

 

 

Please pray for the repose of 

       Most Reverend Bishop Francis X. 

Roque, D.D. 

       Bishop Healy Province VSM William 

“Bill” McCarthy 

       CT PSD Ralph Grandpre 
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        Illinois PSD Joseph F. Nosek Jr. 

(Father-in-law of St. John Vianney 

Warden David Aragao) 

       FDD Eugene “Bud” Garceau 

       Richard Brule (Frehill Council) 

       Joseph Mulligan (father of FDD Tom 

Mulligan – St. Francis Council) 

                                     

     And God’s comfort to their families 

 

       Prayers are also requested for Bishop 

Louis Gelineau, Fr. Dennis Reardon, Fr. 

Robert Bailey, FVSM Michael Donnelly, SK Bill 

Hagen (Charter member of McVinney 

Assembly), GK Joseph Bedard (Pascoag 

Council), Becca and Brianna Arel 

(granddaughters of Woonsocket Council 

Chancellor OJ Auger), Phil Shea Jr., 

Patricia Moran (grandmother of 

Membership Director PJ Shea), Gerry and 

Pat Desmarais (St. Eugene Council), Barry 

Chevrette(Pascoag Council), Matt Parent, 

Nancy Forest (wife of PGK Richard Forest), 

Pat Logan (wife of PGK Greg Logan), 

Cheryl Tedeschi (wife of FDD Anthony 

Tedeschi), PSD/FVSM Sav Giusti, FDD 

Ray Riel, PFN Rick Regan, Roger Depot, 

Executive Secretary Mike Krzywonos, 

PGK/PFN Ernie Pennine, PGK/PFN Walter 

Jalbert, PGK/PFN Stanley Eason (Woon. 

Council/ Moylan Assembly), GK Jerry 

Marra, Ellen and PSD Normand 

Charpentier, Bob Jackson (St. Francis 

Council), Mike Magill, DD Alan Lamake, 
David Riendeau (John Paul II Council), 

FDD Dave Lucas, and FDD George Plante 

as they each deal with various health 

concerns.  

 

       I am sure I am missing others, and 

for that I apologize. Please feel free to 

add them to this list of those we pray for 

and remember.  

      (to have someone mentioned, 

contact me at 

rikofcnewsletter@gmail.com  or ask the 

state to add to them to the prayer list on 

the website) 

 

 

 

mailto:rikofcnewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:rikofcnewsletter@gmail.com


The Newsletter of the Rhode Island State Council 
 Knights of Columbus 

formed in 1893 as the first State Council  

Serving the Church and Community through Charity, Unity, Fraternity and 
Patriotism since 1893 

October 2019  Volume 3, issue 4 

16 
 

Contact Information 
Officers 

State Deputy Michael Dziok   

mdziok1067@aol.com 

State Chaplain Fr. Joe Paquette 

JoePaquette1@gmail.com 

State Secretary Dave Quinn 

davequinn.rikofc@aol.com 

State Treasurer Dave Bebyn 

dbebyn@beconsulting.biz 

State Advocate Joe Carrignan 

joe.carrignan@outlook.com 

State Warden Eric Batista           

ebkofc@gmail.com 

Immediate Past State Deputy Mike Benson 

MBenson.rikofc@gmail.com 

Patriotic Degree 

District Master Bob Gallant – 

bobgal664@gmail.com  

District Marshall John Tougas – 

jtougassr@gmail.com 

District Marshall Warren Rensehausen - 

wrensehausen@hotmail.com 

Executive Secretary Ron Ross - 

1970cheron@gmail.com 

   

District Deputies 

District 1 Al Nunes – al.nunes@trimarkusa.com  

District 2 PSD Peter Lentini - 

tireman966@hotmail.com  

District 3 Bob Moniz – rjm51@cox.net 

District 4 Mark Paul – mpaul@astromed.com 

District 5 Victor Silva – vmsilva58@gmail.com 

District 6 Mike Colvin – mikegcolvin@gmail.com  

District 7 Matt Belair – mattbkofc@gmail.com  

District 8 John Kay – jkay4021@aol.com 

District 9 Keith Roberts - 

Krobertsappraisal@gmail.com   

District 10 Jack Tracy - jklmc.tracy@att.net or 

rikofcnewsletter@gmail.com  

District 11 Alan Lamake – allamake@aol.com  

Directors 

Membership Director PJ Shea – 

sheapj@yahoo.com 

Degree & Ceremonial Director Bob Lynch 

rlynch1@cox.net 

Program Director Jeff Gaulin    

jagaulin@verizon.net 

Church Director Mike DeAngelis 

deangelis36@msn.com 

Community Director Steve Perry 

brady12qb@verizon.net 

mailto:mdziok1067@aol.com
mailto:mdziok1067@aol.com
mailto:JoePaquette1@gmail.com
mailto:JoePaquette1@gmail.com
mailto:davequinn.rikofc@aol.com
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Family Director Mike Guerra 

mikegonemad@gmail.com 

Life Director – PSD James Gilcreast 

jwellingtonwells@hotmail.com  

Staff et al. 

Exec. Secretary Mike Krzywonos 

mikrzywonos@gmail.com 

General Agent John Ruffo          

john.ruffo@kofc.org  

State Webmaster John Tougas 

jtougassr@gmail.com  

State Newsletter Editor Jack Tracy 

rikofcnewsletter@gmail.com or jklmc.tracy@att.net 

for the Charity Raffle 

  Contact information of subcommittee chairmen 

and other State Staff can be found on the State 

website www.kofcri.org 

     Remember, these men are here to 

help you and your Council. Don’t be 

afraid to contact them for help or with 

any questions you may have. 

Vivat Jesus!       
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