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Wisconsin State Council of Knights of Columbus 

 

2026 Culture of Life Essay Contest 

 

For your 2026 K of C Culture of Life essay, please choose one of these 

pro-life topics listed below.  In your essay, explain in your own words why 

this is the most important to you.  How does this topic affect and/or how 

has it affected your life and the lives of others in your family, parish and 

community.  Explain ways that you, your family and friends can 

positively support this pro-life issue.  Be sure to include specific examples 

wherever possible. 

 

Choose one from the list below: 

• Protection of all life from conception to natural death 

• Adoption 

• Human trafficking 

• Euthanasia of elderly  

• People with mental disabilities 

• People with physical disabilities 

• Homeless 

• Drug addition 

• Single mothers 

• Refugees or recent immigrants  

• Abortion  

• Bullying in school 

 

 
 

RESOURCES 

There are a myriad of sources of information on the topic available from Catholic as well as reputable 

media sources, teen and adult, print and electronic.  You should not have any problem finding 

information, but do check with your teacher, librarian, guidance counselor, parents, pastor, etc. for 

assistance! 
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WISCONSIN STATE COUNCIL 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

CULTURE OF LIFE ESSAY CONTEST 

STUDENT INFORMATION SHEET 
 

 

 
ELIGIBILITY 
Students in grades 7 through 12 of all schools (private and public or home school) in the State of Wisconsin, of all religious 

denominations (or no religious denomination), are eligible to submit an essay related to this year’s theme.  Please note that 

the Knights of Columbus is a fraternal benefit society in union with the Catholic Church and its teachings; however, essays 

from students of all religions (or no religion) will have equal consideration.  The Knights of Columbus reserves the right to 

disqualify any essay from competition because of moral or doctrinal error(s). 

 

DEADLINE 
Students should write their essays during the period from January 22-March 31, 2026.  Council Essay Contest Chairs should 

receive or collect their entries from schools, parishes no later than April 10, 2026.  A fully completed entry form by student, 

parent(s) and local Council must accompany the essay for it to be entered in the competition. 

 

RULES 
1. Essays must be typed, double-spaced, on 8½ x 11 sheet(s) of plain white paper only. 

 

2. Essays must have a title.  The theme for the essay contest may not be used as the title for a student’s essay.  The title 

must appear on the essay and on the Student Entry form.  The essay must be attached to the Student Entry form for 

proper identification. No essay will be considered unless it is accompanied by a fully completed contest entry form. 

 

3. No form of identification may appear on the essay itself, neither the name nor the grade level. 

 

4. The length of the essay shall be 250 to 350 words for grades 7 and 8; 350 to 450 words for grades 9 and 10; 450 to 600 

words for grades 11 and 12. 

 

5. Only original work of the student may be submitted for entry; however, input from parents is permitted.  Quotations and 

citations of fact may be used in writing the essay, but ideas must be expressed in the student’s own words and will carry 

much greater importance for judging.  A works cited page (references) is required!  Any essay found to be copied from 

the internet or AI generated will be immediately eliminated from consideration. 

 

6. Judges will use the following criteria in selecting the best essays from each age group: 

 A.  Expression of idea 40 pts. B.  Factual correctness 10 pts. 

 C.  Originality 10 pts. D.  Relationship to theme 20 pts. 

 E.  Grammar, spelling, etc. 20 pts. 

 

Any essay with a score below 65 points may be disqualified from the contest. 

 

Local Councils or the State Council of the Wisconsin Knights of Columbus may decide to publish student essays of Diocesan 

or State winners in church bulletins, local newspapers, newsletters, or other publications.  The Student Entry form contains a 

“Consent for Publication” section.  Be sure to indicate “Yes” or “No” on the form and have it signed by the student and a 

parent (or a legal guardian).  Students and parents should be aware that United States savings bonds are no longer awarded 

for Diocesan or State winners; instead, the winners receive certificates, ribbons, medallions, for awards.  Gift cards and/or 

plaques may be awarded if possible.  Social Security numbers are no longer required for winners to receive awards. 
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CULTURE OF LIFE ESSAY CONTEST 

 

STUDENT ENTRY FORM 
(Please type or print clearly) 

 
Title of Essay: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 (Must be recorded here as it appears on student’s essay) 

 

Student Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Street Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ________________________________________  State: ____________  Zip: ________________ 

 

Telephone: (________)  _______________________________  Grade: ____________  Age: ________ 

 

Parent(s) or Guardian(s) Name:  _________________________________________________________ 

 

Church:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

School:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

E-mail:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

CONSENT FOR PUBLICATION 
 

I agree that my essay may be used for publication:    Yes _________  No ________  (Check one) 

 

Date:  ____________________________ 

 

Student ___________________________________  Parent ___________________________________ 
 Signature Signature 

 

 

THANK YOU for entering the knights of Columbus Culture of Life Essay Contest 

 

 

 -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

THE SPACE BELOW IS FOR USE ONLY BY THE LOCAL KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 

(Provide this information before making copies) 

 

 

Council Number:  ________________________  City:  _______________________________________ 

 

District Number:  ________________________  Diocese:  ____________________________________ 
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CULTURE OF LIFE ESSAY CONTEST 

 

COUNCIL REPORT – NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS 
 

GRAND KNIGHT AND CONTEST CHAIRMAN 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  This report must be completed showing the number of contestants 

who have taken part in the contest by grade, whether or not they have won. 

 

MAIL TO:  (Via e-mail or U.S. Mail) State Forms address and your District Deputy. 

Retain one copy for Council records.  (4 copies total.) 

 

NOTE:  If there is no Diocesan Program Coordinator, send copy to State Program 

Director.  Remember also to report to Supreme on a Form 10784 and include on your SP-

7 as a Culture of Life Faith in Action program. 

 

REPORTING DEADLINE:  APRIL 15, 2026 
 

 

From:  ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Council Essay Contest Chairman – or – Grand Knight 

 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ________________________________________  State: ____________  Zip: ________________ 

 

Telephone: (________)  _______________________________  Grade: ____________  Age: ________ 

 

E-mail:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Council Number:  ________________________  City:  _______________________________________ 

 

District Number:  ________________________  Diocese:  ____________________________________ 

 

 

Please indicate the number of essays received by your Council in each grade. 

 

 

__________ __________ __________ __________ __________ __________ 
 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th 

 

 

If students enter the contest through your Council, they are to be listed as from your Council even 

though their residence is in another Council’s area.  Only one winner is accepted from each Council, in 

each grade, though the contestant may reside in another Council’s area. 
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SUMMARY OF: 

CULTURE OF LIFE PROGRAM DEADLINES 
 

 

 

CULTURE OF LIFE ESSAY CONTEST 
 

Ideally, teacher contact should be made before school closes in the spring or at the latest, the first or 

second week after opening in the fall.  Download materials and get to schools, religious education 

directors and programs, homeschoolers, media, etc. at least by mid-January. 

 

January 22 – March 31, 2026 

Schools and parishes operate the Culture of Life Essay Contest.  Essays due to Council by March 20.  

Councils judge essays and determine winners between March 20-31.  Councils forward 1st place winners 

to their Diocesan Program Coordinators by April 10.  If there is no Program Coordinator in your 

Diocese, send the winning essays at each grade level to the State Youth Programs Director. 

 

April 15, 2026 

“Council Report of Participation” in the essay contest due to Diocesan Program Coordinator and State 

Forms address.  Council essay winners to reach Diocesan Program Coordinators no later than April 20.  

(Diocesan Program Coordinators then judge the essays with the assistance of their Diocesan Chaplain if 

possible, State Officer in charge of Diocese if he wishes to do so, Diocesan Culture of Life Coordinator, 

etc.)  If there is no Diocesan Program Coordinator, Councils send their winners directly to State Youth 

Programs Director! 

 

April 30, 2026 

Diocesan Program Coordinators forward 1st, 2nd place winners at each grade level to the State Youth 

Programs Director.  State winners are determined with assistance of State Deputy or designee, State 

Chaplain or designee, State Program Director, State CoL Director and CoL Essay Contest Coordinator, 

etc. 

 

May 10, 2026 

Diocesan first, second, third place winners and any Honorable Mentions will be announced. 

 

May 15, 2026 

State first, second, third place winners and any Honorable Mentions will be announced.  Awards are 

ordered.   

 

May 2026 

Distribution of awards is arranged through Councils and District Deputies directly or at the State 

Convention.  Winning essays will be displayed at the State Convention. 

 

 

NOTE:  Councils should retain a copy of winning essays as they will not be returned to students.  All 

entries must have fully completed entry forms attached, with accurate contact information for students, 

parents or school/parish.  If not, entries will be disqualified. 

 


