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Friday, April 26th, 2024 

8:00 PM Awards Program 

State Secretary (SS) Miles Casey calls the assembly to order and welcomes 

those in attendance to the Civic Opening of the 123rd Annual Convention of 

the Wisconsin State Council, Knights of Columbus.  

SS Casey asks on State Chaplain Father Brian Dulli to offer Prayer. 

SS Casey asks the Color Guard to advance and present the Colors.  

SS Casey asks Fourth Degree Masters to lead all present in reciting the Pledge 

of Allegiance to the Flag. After the pledge, State Secretary Casey thanks the 

Color Guard and dismisses them. 

SS Casey Parade of Council Banners to begin. They are to be placed around 

the outside of the convention hall.  

SS Casey introduces State Deputy (SD) John Huttenhoff: 

SD Huttenhoff offered his Welcome to the 123rd State Convention, greeting 

and expressing his appreciation on behalf of the State Officers to those who 

are attending this event. 

 

SD Huttenhoff asks Worthy State Warden to escort the Supreme Council’s 

representative to this Convention Dais, Senior Advisor to the Supreme Knight 

& VP of Strategic Execution William Yallaly.  

 

SD Huttenhoff then calls on SS Casey to introduce the Dignitaries.  

SS Casey Introduces Dignitaries in attendance.  

SS Casey announces that the Award Presentation segment of the program will 

begin.  

SS Casey asks State Family Director James Vosters to announce the Diocesan 

Families of the Year.   



State Family Director Vosters announces the Diocesan Families of the Year 

and reads their biographies:  

Kevin and Sarah Werner Family 

2023 Green Bay Diocesan Family of the Year 

Charlie and Bethany Altenhofen Family 

2023 La Crosse Diocesan Family of the Year 

Ryan and Laura Zakrzewski Family 

2023 Madison Diocesan Family of the Year 

Javier and Connie Garcia Family 

2023 Milwaukee Diocesan Family of the Year 

Andrew and Joy Nelson Family 

2023 Superior Diocesan Family of the Year 

 

SS Casey then announces the winner of the Blessed Michael McGivney 

Award:  

 Very Rev. John Gerritts from St Croix Council 1762 in Hudson.  

 

 SS Casey explains the awards. 
 
We will now begin presenting the next awards, the Supreme Program Council 

Awards.  
 
Supreme Service Program Awards: 

Faith: “Living Your Vocation Courageously:  MOC”, St. John Neumann 

Council 973 – Kenosha, GK Dr. David Kreutz 

Family: “Pop Up Food Pantry”, St. Peter Council 12588 – Slinger, GK Todd 

Harrison 

Community: “Fire Victims Receive a New Habitat”, St. John Neumann 

Council 973 – Kenosha, GK Dr. David Kreutz  

Life: “Bridge Bowl a Rama” St Croix Council 1762 Hudson, GK Russ Jensen.  

 

SS Casey then calls on IPSD and State Membership Coordinator Corey 

Coonen to announce the State Membership awards.  

 

IPSD Coonen announces the following membership awards:   



 

Membership Awards 

Green Bay Diocese Elizabeth Ann Seton Council 5798, 

Reedsville, GK Mike Winrich – 125% 

  

La Crosse Diocese St Juan Diego Council 16444, La 

Crosse, GK Tim Stockman – 120% 

Madison Diocese St. Maria Goretti Council 17889, 

Madison, GK – Justin Knapp – 220% 

Milwaukee Archdiocese 

Pere Marquette Council 524 – 

Milwaukee, GK Peter Kurz – 300% 

 

 

State Membership  

Champion   

 

St. John Neumann Council 973 – 

Kenosha, GK Dr. David Kreutz – 

327% 

Outstanding Roundtable 

Award 

St. John Neumann Council 973 – 

Carthage College Roundtable -  

Kenosha, GK Dr. David Kreutz 

 

200% Councils 

St. John Neumann Council 973 – Kenosha, GK Dr. David Kreutz – 

327% 

Pere Marquette Council 524 – Milwaukee, GK Peter Kurz – 300% 

St. Maria Goretti Council 17889, Madison, GK – Justin Knapp 220% 

 St Leonard Council 6448, Muskego – GK Patrick Jezuit 200% 

U.W. Catholic Center Council 6568, Madison, GK – Luke Voegeli 214%   

 

 



2022-2023 Contest of Champions Award:  

IPSD Coonen explains the Contest of Champions 

St. Maria Goretti Council 17889 – Madison, Percentage Gain 400%, 

GK – Justin Knapp  

UW Catholic Center Council 6568 – Net Gain 31 – GK Luke Voegeli  

 

SS Casey explains the History Book awards. 

History Book Award – Division I Diocesan Champion 

Green Bay Diocese Fr Francis Jordan Council 16729, St Nazianz, GK Gary 

Linzmeier 

La Crosse Diocese St Mary’s Council 5127, Colby – GK John Baird 

 

Madison Diocese St. Maria Goretti Council 17889 – Madison, 

 GK Justin Knapp  

 

Milwaukee Archdiocese Fr Michael J. McGivney Council 12621, Lomira,  

GK Mark Marrese 

 

 

Superior Diocese Bishop Joseph J, Annabring Council 7848 Turtle Lake,  

GK Gary O Herdahl 

 

 



  

History Book Award – Division II Diocesan Champion 

Green Bay Diocese St Bernadette Council 12269, Appleton, 

GK Mark Koth 

La Crosse Diocese Msgr Blecha Council 2055, Menomonie, GK Mike Kasten 

 

Madison Diocese Cuba City Council 765, Cuba City,  

GK Terry Hefel 

 

Milwaukee Archdiocese John C. Burke Council 4897, Waupun,  

GK John D. Michels Sr. 

 

Superior Diocese Cardinal Albert Meyer Council 499, Superior,  

GK Randall Markon 

 

History Book Award – Division III Diocesan Champion 

Green Bay Diocese Abbot Pennings Council 3955 De Pere,  

GK Mark Gerrits 

La Crosse Diocese Fr John Eisen Council, 1799, Marshfield,  

GK Robert A Seitz Sr 

 

Madison Diocese Msgr Condon Council 3805, Reedsburg,  

GK Nicholas Kinsman 

 

Milwaukee Archdiocese St John Neumann Council 973, Kenosha,  

GK Dr David Kreutz 

 

Superior Diocese St Croix Council 1762 Hudson,  

GK Russ Jenson 

 

 

 

 

  



Ss Casey then announces History Book Awards – State Champions 

 

Division 1 - St. Maria Goretti Council 17889 – Madison,  

GK Justin Knapp  

Division 2 - Cardinal Albert Meyer Council 499, Superior,  

GK Randall Markon 

Division 3 - St John Neumann Council 973, Kenosha,  

GK Dr David Kreutz 

 

SS Casey then introduces Intellectual Disabilities Director Bennie Green to 

present ID Program awards.  

 

Highest per council:   

• Diocese of Madison, Madison Council, 531, Madison, collected $6,612.00. 

• Diocese of Lacrosse, George J. Schreier Council, 1069, Wausau, collected 

$18,005. 

• Diocese of Green Bay, Abbott Penning Council, 3955, DePere, collected 

$18,368.44. 

• Diocese of Milwaukee, Immaculate Conception Council, 4706, Whitefish 

Bay, collected $13,846.64. 

• Diocese of Superior, Fr Dodge Council, 7827, Woodruff, collected 

$27,268.19. 

 

Highest per member: 

• Diocese of Madison, St. Mary Help Of Christians Council, 12709, Sullivan, 

$135.06 per member. 

• Diocese of Lacrosse, George J Schreier Council, 1069, Wausau, $88.70 per 

member. 

• Diocese of Green Bay, Fr Nicholas Gross Council, 12596, Mackville, $64.72 

per member. 

• Diocese of Milwaukee, Ozaukee Council, 2035, Port Washington, $78.09 

per member. 

• Diocese of Superior, Fr Dodge Council, 7827, Woodruff, 218.15 per 

member.  

Director Green then thanks all who participated and helped to make the 

program a success.  

 



SD Huttenhoff then calls SS Casey to the podium to read the roster of retiring 

District Deputies.  

David Bikowski – District 2 

Thomas McGrath – District 3 

Jacob Van Schyndel – District 6 

Matthew Diederich – District 8 

Tre Waldren – District 12 

Jack Wrbanich – District 13 

Scott Frome – District 20 

Keith Milson – District 22 

Al Haas – District 27 

Ronald Brownell – District 31 

Joe Loy – District 41 

Rick Raulin – District 44 

Erin Kennedy – District 45 

Paul Quigley – District 46 

Kevin Boening – District 47 

Charles Crave – District 48 

Roland Breunig – District 50 

Bill Paar – District 53 

John “Doc” Casey – District 54 

Tom Block – District 60 

Les Kostera – District 65 

Andrew Wurster – District 68 

Tim Bailey – District 69 

Joe Raehsler – District 81 

John Scheidt – District 89 

 

Tom Simmons – District 52 – Deceased. A moment of silence was held for 

brother Tom  

 

 

 

 

 

 



SS Casey then read the roster of Outstanding District Deputies and Rookie of 

the Year Award winners. SD Huttenhoff presents Outstanding District Deputy 

and Rookie of the Year District Deputy awards. 

 

 

Rookie of the Year District Deputies: 

Green Bay Diocese Ray Beres 12 

La Crosse Diocese Keith Milson 22 

Madison Diocese Erik Hayko 43 

Milwaukee Archdiocese Frank Kozlowski 61 

Superior Diocese none 

Outstanding District Deputies: 

Green Bay Diocese Tom McGrath 3 

La Crosse Diocese Denny Marach 21  

Madison Diocese Roland Breunig 50 

Milwaukee Archdiocese Jason Zidek 64 

Superior Diocese Doug Berends 90 

 

SS Casey then recognized the new councils for the fraternal year:  

Elk Mound – Plaque – 18057- DD Denny Marach and DD Keith Milson 

 

St Francis de Sales Council 18201 – Milwaukee – District Deputy Les Kostera 

 

Mt Calvary 18323 - District Deputy Frank Kozlowski, Lawrence Lenhardt 

 

St Martin of Tours Council 18366 Cecil – District Deputy Tom McGrath 

 

Blessed Francis Jordan Council 18395, Mother of Good Counsel Parish in 

Milwaukee, District Deputy Jason Zidek, Tom Ludka 

 



 SS Casey announced Holy Hour and Rosary times and locations for Saturday 

morning, as well as the start time of the Saturday Business session. As well as 

times for other events of the convention and rules for hospitality rooms.  

 SS Casey gives instructions for photos following the award ceremony and 

thanks those who attended the Opening and Awards Ceremony.  

 SS Casey asks State Chaplain Fr Brian Dulli for a closing prayer at 9:15.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Saturday, April 27th, 2024 

10:00 AM Business Meeting 

 

 SD Huttenhoff: Asks those in the room to be seated.  

  

The 123rd Annual Meeting of the Wisconsin Knights of Columbus was 

declared in session on April 27th, 2024, at 10:05 AM.  

 

 SD Huttenhoff called on State Chaplain FR Brian Dulli to open the business 

session with prayer.  
  

SD Huttenhoff then asked Fourth Degree Masters to lead all present in 

reciting the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

 

SD Huttenhoff Introduced Supreme Rep- Senior Advisor to the Supreme 

Knight & VP of Strategic Execution William Yallaly 

 

SD Huttenhoff called on State Warden (SW) Ernie Reinhart to couch that all 

present in the chamber are in possession of a current membership card. SW 

Reinhart confirmed that all present in the chamber to be in possession of a 

current membership card.  

 

SD Huttenhoff then made announcements regarding who has rights to the 

floor to speak, to speak clearly into the microphones on the aisles. Also, SD 

Huttenhoff announced that the meeting will be using unanimous consent for 

most actions within the meeting. There will be a pause for any objections. 

After hearing no objections, the meeting will continue as ordered.   

 

The order of business was as followed:  

Call to Order 

Prayer by Chaplain 

Reading of Minutes 

Announcement of Personnel of Annual Meeting Committees 

Reading of Communications 

Report of State Deputy 

Reports of State Officers 

Report of Committee on Credentials  

Report of the Committee on Resolutions 

Reports of Committees  



Sunday’s Business   

Nomination and Election of State Officers 

Nomination and Election of Representatives and Alternates to the Supreme 

Council 

Unfinished Business 

New Business 

Prayer by Chaplain 

Adjournment 

 

SD Huttenhoff recognized Scott Frome from Council 1799 who moved that 

the rules of the order of business be suspended. Motion 2nd by David 

Strassman Council 5127, Motion carried.  

 

SD Huttenhoff: proceeded to the next order of business is reading the Minutes 

of the 122nd Annual Convention of the Wisconsin State Council, held April 

30th, 2023, in Green Bay.”  SD Huttenhoff asked if there were any corrections 

to the minutes?   

 

SD Huttenhoff Then recognized Grand Knight Stephen DeGroot  

of Council 7798, who moved for the minutes to be approved as submitted, 

Motion 2nd by Paul Quigly, Council 3805, motion carried.  

 

SD Huttenhoff Committee Assignments for this Convention are listed in the 

Convention Booklet 

 

SD Huttenhoff announced that he appointed Brother Paul Dedinsky to serve 

as our parliamentarian for the meeting. 

 

SD Huttenhoff then asked SS Miles Casey to read any communications.  

SS Casey read letters from Bishop Callahan from the Diocese of La Crosse, 

Apostolic Nuncio Cardinal Chritopher Pierre as well as Cardinal Burke.   

 

SD Huttenhoff then introduced a video message from Supreme Knight Patrick 

Kelley.  

 

 



SD Huttenhoff then introduced Senior Advisor to the Supreme Knight & VP 

of Strategic Execution William Yallaly to share his remarks. 

 

SD Huttenhoff then turned the gavel over to SS Casey for the report of the 

State Officers.  

 

SS Casey then introduced SD Huttenhoff for the purpose of making his report.  

SD Huttenhoff made his report.  

SS Casey thanked SD for his report, then recognized Grand Knight, Michael 

Stiemke of Council 12709 who moved that the report of the State Deputy be 

accepted and made into the minutes of the meeting, The motion was 2nd by 

William Hitt, Council 2478, Motion carried.  

 

SS Casey then returned the gavel back to SD Huttenhoff as presiding officer. 

SD Huttenhoff recognized the Past Grand Knight, Matt Smith of Council 

1478 who moved that inasmuch as printed copies of the annual reports of the 

State Chaplain, State Secretary, State Treasurer, State Advocate, State 

Warden, Immediate Past State Deputy, Administrative Manager and 

Committee Chairmen have been printed and distributed to representatives of 

all Councils here present, I move that the reading of the reports of these 

Officers and Chairmen be dispensed with, with the exception of the Good of 

the Order Committee, and that these reports be made a part of the Minutes of 

this meeting. Motion 2nd by Scott Fromme Counil 1799, Motion carried.  

 

SD Huttenhoff then called on State Chaplain, Father Brian Dulli for his 

message to the delegates.  
 

SD Huttenhoff thanked Father for his comments and expressed his 

appreciation.  

 

SD Huttehoff then talked about how Wisconsin is a leader in the order when 

it comes to support for Pregnancy care centers and Women’s Care Centers. 

As part of the convention, SD Huttenhoff announced that a pass the hat for 

the ASAP program would happen during the next session of the meeting.  
 

SD Huttenhoff called on SS Casey for the Report of the Credentials 

Committee 
 



SS Casey reported:  

  6 State Officers 

  1 Immediate Past State Deputy 

  278   Delegates in Person 

       285 Total Voting Delegates 

 
 

SD Huttenhoff accepted the updated report of the Credentials Committee.  

 

SD Huttenhoff asked election tellers to meet with Diocesan Director Rick 

Raulin in the back of the chamber. 

 

SD Huttenhoff then called on State Advocate (SA) DR Jim Froh to present 

the report of the Resolutions Committee.  

 

SD Huttenhoff invited the Resolutions Committee to the Dias.  

 

SD Huttenhoff reminded the delegation that the recommendation of the 

resolutions committee will act as an active seconded motion, If one wishes 

to speak on a resolution, proceed to a microphone in the aisle and be 

prepared to speak. SA Froh will read the title of each resolution, followed by 

a Now Therefore be it resolved potions. If no one asks to speak, the 

dropping of the gavel will signal the approval of the committee’s 

recommendation.  
 

SA Froh recognized Grand Knight, Bob Keopple of Council 746 who moved 

that with all resolutions printed and mailed to all Councils and that Section I: 

Courtesy Resolutions are customary and usual, therefore rather than reading 

and voting on each resolution in Section I, move for adoption of Resolutions 

1-9 in Section I. Motion was 2nd by Willaim Hitt Council 2478, Motion 

Carried.  
 

1. PURPOSE OF CONVENTION 

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin State Council Knights of Columbus, duly assembled, at the 

123rd Annual State Convention at Chula Vista Resort, Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this 

April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La Crosse, pursuant to the Constitution and By-

Laws of the Order; and 

WHEREAS, our fraternal organization was founded on the principle of the faith of the 

Catholic Church by Blessed Michael J. McGivney, a dedicated priest, with the 

endorsement of Bishop Lawrence S. McMahon; and 



WHEREAS, we meet in the desire that our deliberations will arouse greater interest and 

perpetuate greater areas of apostolic and social awareness activity by members of our 

Order; and 

WHEREAS, we are earnestly concerned regarding the crises that face the world and 

problems of the Church that confront us; and 

WHEREAS, as members of the Knights of Columbus, we should all work in a unified 

and efficient manner toward strengthening a more just society, through the four principles 

of our order; Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism, to help for the benefit of our 

Church, Country, Community, Members and all people; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wisconsin State Council Knights 

of Columbus, duly assembled, at the 123rd Annual State Convention at Chula Vista 

Resort, Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La 

Crosse, humbly dedicate our deliberations to the improvement of society according to the 

fullness of Christian principles; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we deliberate on all resolutions submitted with 

fraternal charity and patience as we humbly petition God for his gifts of wisdom to guide 

us in these deliberations. 

Submitted by: State Officers 

Resolution Committee Recommendation:  ADOPTION 

2. DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES 

WHEREAS, it is beneficial to the members of the Wisconsin State Council Knights of 

Columbus, to annually affirm and clearly set forth the principles and objectives upon 

which our Order was founded and upon which it has prospered; and WHEREAS, we 

recognize the diversity of our membership, the communities that we serve, and the 

universality of the Catholic Church;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the members of the Wisconsin State 

Council Knights of Columbus, duly assembled, at the 123rd Annual State Convention at 

Chula Vista Resort, Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the 

Diocese of La Crosse, reaffirm the following declarations of principles to the greater 

honor and glory of God, to the welfare of the Church and to the continuing strength of 

our Lord; Vivat Jesus. 

· To assist in the mission of the Catholic Church;  

· To continue in the works of charity, education, and patriotic endeavors for the benefit of 

all people;  

· To continue to provide an atmosphere of brotherly love among its members;  

· To be sensitive to the feelings, dignity, and needs of all people regardless of race, 

nationality, or creed;  

· To provide a system of fraternal insurance to care for members and their family needs. 

  

Submitted by: State Officers 

Resolution Committee Recommendation Adoption 

  

3. APPRECIATION OF HOST COMMITTEE WIVES AND FAMILIES 

WHEREAS, Knights of Columbus members, wives, and families from District # 46 led 

by District Deputy Paul Quigley, which includes  Msgr. E. C. O'Reilly Council 746, 



Bishop Griffin Council 3450, Msgr. Condon Council 3805, Our Lady of the Dells 

Council 4392, and from District #44 led by District Deputy Rick Raulin which includes  

Saint Joseph Council 4586, Robert L Wallace Council 7775, St Bernards of Madison 

Council 9082, Fr Lawrence Korback Council 10893, Our Lady of the Green Scapular 

Council 16863, and from District #20 led by District Deputy Scott Frome which includes 

Solomon Juneau Council 2770, Saint Christopher Council 4295, Cashton Council 7096, 

Fr Cyril J Smetana Council 9070; and  

WHEREAS, these councils, as our hosts, have extended to us a warm and sincere 

greeting and hospitality as well as consistent cooperation in all requirements, making the 

duties of all officers and convention staff easier to discharge; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wisconsin State Council Knights 

of Columbus, duly assembled, at the 123rd Annual State Convention at Chula Vista 

Resort, Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La 

Crosse, do hereby extend to the members, wives and families of these councils our 

sincere appreciation and profound thanks for the cordial welcome, excellent 

workmanship and fine hospitality shown to all in attendance. 

  

Submitted by: State Officers 

Resolution Committee Recommendation Adoption 

  

4. APPRECIATION OF THE CLERGY 

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin State Council Knights of Columbus is deeply grateful for the 

many benefits rendered to the 123rd  State Convention by the Bishops and Clergy located 

in the State of Wisconsin; and  

WHEREAS, we wish to renew our pledge of continued love, loyalty, and submission, to 

assure the clergy that the Knights of Columbus will always be at their service; promising 

unswerving loyalty to the hierarchy and clergy of the Church; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wisconsin State Council Knights 

of Columbus, duly assembled, at the 123rd Annual State Convention at Chula Vista 

Resort, Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La 

Crosse, do hereby express to all bishops and clergy, particularly to the Bishop of La 

Crosse, The Most Reverend William Patrick Callahan, D.D.; State Chaplain, The 

Reverend Brian Dulli; the Diocesan Chaplains, the Council Chaplains of our Convention 

host Councils, the Council Chaplains of Wisconsin and all the priests who aid in making 

the spiritual aspect of this Convention meaningful, our sincere appreciation and thanks 

for their splendid cooperation. 

Submitted by: State Officers 

Resolution Committee Recommendation Adoption 

 

  

5. APPRECIATION OF NEWS AND INFORMATION MEDIA 

WHEREAS, the Catholic and secular press provide a method of disseminating the news 

which is otherwise unavailable to the people. Without their reporting, we would not have 

the knowledge of the activities of those whom we cherish as brothers in fraternal charity. 

They further serve as an educational force in the community and provide expressions 

directly from the Holy Father himself, not otherwise conveniently available; and 



WHEREAS, there is available in Wisconsin, the Milwaukee, Madison, and Superior 

editions of the Catholic Herald, The Catholic Times of La Crosse, and On Mission of 

Green Bay, all newspapers through which our Church speaks to both priests and laity; 

and 

WHEREAS, there is available in Wisconsin, the Eternal Word Television Network, 

Relevant Radio, and Real Presence Radio, through which Catholic teachings are made 

available through the television and radio medium; and  

WHEREAS, many radio and television broadcasters and web publishers in the state 

present worthwhile programs teaching and promoting Catholic principles; and 

WHEREAS, we should all recognize the work and attention of the media to presenting 

worthwhile programs; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wisconsin State Council Knights 

of Columbus, duly assembled in the Annual Convention, commend and offer thanks to 

the Milwaukee, Madison, and Superior editions of the Catholic Herald, The Catholic 

Times of La Crosse, and On Mission of Green Bay and acknowledge the valiant service 

they provide to our Catholic faith in Wisconsin and urge every member of the Order in 

Wisconsin to subscribe to his Diocesan newspaper; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Wisconsin State Council Knights of 

Columbus, give their wholehearted moral support to all news media which accurately 

present Catholic teachings and principles; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Wisconsin State Council Knights of 

Columbus, duly assembled, at the 123rd Annual State Convention at Chula Vista Resort, 

Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La Crosse, 

express our gratitude to the television and radio broadcasters throughout Wisconsin who 

make public services available to State Council, local Councils and Assemblies; and BE 

IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to each of the five 

Diocesan newspapers and relevant media outlets within Wisconsin. 

Submitted by: State Officers 

Resolution Committee Recommendation Adoption 

  

6. APPRECIATION OF THE EFFORTS OF THE SUPREME KNIGHT 

WHEREAS, Supreme Knight Patrick E. Kelly should be commended for his untiring 

effort to enhance the image and status of our Order throughout the world; and  

WHEREAS, under his guidance the four principles that our Order is based upon, truly 

reflect the dream of Blessed Michael McGivney’s idea of service to the Church and 

society; and  

WHEREAS, his dedication to the intrinsic values of life, from conception to natural 

death, is unparalleled for leadership by any other Catholic fraternal organization; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wisconsin State Council Knights 

of Columbus, duly assembled, at the 123rd Annual State Convention at Chula Vista 

Resort, Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La 

Crosse express our deep and sincere thanks and appreciation to Supreme Knight Patrick 

E. Kelly for his leadership and guidance of the Order, particularly his untiring and 

selfless dedication to our Crusade for Life and that we further extend to the Supreme 

Officers, the Board of Directors and the Supreme Council staff our sincere thanks and 

appreciation for their efforts on behalf of this great Order; and 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution reaffirming our solidarity 

with Supreme Knight Patrick E. Kelly, be sent to the Supreme Council to be included 

with similar resolutions from jurisdictions of the Order at the 2024 Supreme Convention 

in Quebec City, Quebec, Canada, August 5 - 8, 2024  

  

Submitted by: State Officers 

Resolution Committee Recommendation Adoption 

  

7. CANONIZATION OF BLESSED MICHAEL MCGIVNEY 

WHEREAS, the cause of the Canonization of our founder, Blessed Michael J. 

McGivney, has been initiated; and  

WHEREAS, the life work of our founder, Blessed Michael McGivney, has been a 

marvelous inspiration for Charity, Unity, and Fraternity and his concept of the Order has 

grown in over a century to a great magnitude; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wisconsin State Council Knights 

of Columbus, duly assembled, at the 123rd Annual State Convention at Chula Vista 

Resort, Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La 

Crosse, do hereby support the Supreme Council in this cause, through the Father Michael 

J. McGivney Guild, and pledge our prayers to determine God’s will for the canonization 

of this great and noble priest; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that each member of the Wisconsin State Council 

Knights of Columbus is strongly encouraged to support this effort by joining the Guild; 

and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Supreme 

Council to be included with similar resolutions from jurisdictions of the Order at the 2024 

Supreme Convention in Quebec City, Quebec, Canada, August 5 - 8, 2024 

Submitted by: State Officers 

Resolution Committee Recommendation Adoption 

  

8. APPRECIATION OF THE WISCONSIN BISHOPS 

WHEREAS, The Knights of Columbus are committed to fidelity to the Holy See, Pope 

Francis; and 

WHEREAS, the Bishops of Wisconsin occupy the chair of the Holy See in their 

Diocese; and 

WHEREAS, the Bishops of Wisconsin continue to express the Church’s concern for the 

well-being of all the people of Wisconsin by initiating and supporting positive action for 

the common good; and  

WHEREAS, the Bishops of Wisconsin exchange ideas relating to proposed civil laws and 

legislation and facilitate the development of expressed opinions on behalf of the Catholic 

Church in Wisconsin; and  

WHEREAS, the Bishops of Wisconsin continue to serve the Catholics of Wisconsin by 

furnishing information to help them apply Christian teachings to their responsibilities as 

citizens; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wisconsin State Council Knights 

of Columbus, duly assembled, at the 123rd Annual State Convention at Chula Vista 



Resort, Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La 

Crosse, do hereby express our appreciation and commendation to the Bishops of 

Wisconsin (Archbishop Jerome E. Listecki-Milwaukee Archdiocese, Bishop David L. 

Ricken-Green Bay Diocese, Bishop William P. Callahan-La Crosse Diocese, Bishop 

James P. Powers-Superior Diocese,  Bishop Donald J. Hying-Madison Diocese) and all 

Bishops serving the Catholic faithful in Wisconsin for their outstanding efforts and 

continued accomplishment; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution will be sent to each of 

the Bishops serving Wisconsin. 

Submitted by: State Officers 

Resolution Committee Recommendation Adoption 

  

9. APPRECIATION OF THE PERMANENT DIACONATE 

WHEREAS, the Ordinaries (Bishops) of Wisconsin have sanctioned formation programs 

designed to train Catholic laymen for the role of Permanent Deacon in their respective 

Dioceses; and 

WHEREAS, the men who complete this rigorous training and are ultimately ordained 

Permanent Deacons have committed significant amounts of time and personal resources 

to achieve this leadership milestone; and 

WHEREAS, a priest serving as a Council Chaplain may assign a Permanent Deacon to 

fulfill a spiritual leadership role for the Council, in addition to their other parish 

ministerial functions; and  

WHEREAS, Permanent Deacons enhance parish life by providing services to 

parishioners that might not otherwise be available from a Priest who is frequently over-

extended and over-committed; and 

 WHEREAS, Permanent Deacons are ordained clergy who bring to us the Grace of the 

Sacraments of Baptism, and Marriage. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wisconsin State Council Knights 

of Columbus, duly assembled, at the 123rd Annual State Convention at Chula Vista 

Resort, Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La 

Crosse, recognizes the valuable service provided to Holy Mother Church and extends our 

sincere appreciation to these committed and selfless Permanent Deacons, their wives and 

families; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED to exhibit our appreciation, the State Advocate shall 

contact the Diaconate office of each Diocese for the purpose of sending to that office, 

before the end of this fraternal year, a copy of this resolution and ask that they send it on 

to every Permanent Deacon in their Diocese; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that it be left to the discretion of the membership of 

each council and assembly whether or not to absolve these active Deacons from annual 

dues. 

Submitted by: State Officers 

Resolution Committee Recommendation Adoption 

  

SA Froh then recognized Grand Knight James Vosters of Council 10919 moved that with 

all resolutions printed and mailed to all Councils and that Section II: Recurring 



Resolutions are customary and usual, therefore rather than reading and voting on each 

resolution in Section II, move for the adoption of resolutions 10-22 in Section II. Motion 

2nd by Scott Fromme Council 1799.  

 

10. RECOGNITION OF LONGSTANDING MEMBERSHIP IN THE KNIGHTS 

OF COLUMBUS 

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin State Council Knights of Columbus is committed to 

dedicated membership; and  

WHEREAS, the Knights of Columbus is a charitable service organization; and 

WHEREAS, it is important to recognize long-standing members of the Order at the 

Annual Meeting of the Wisconsin State Council. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that recognition is given at the Wisconsin 

State Council Knights of Columbus, 123rd Annual State Convention at Chula Vista 

Resort, Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La 

Crosse, to the following members; and 

      BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that future recognition of members who have 

attained the Anniversary of 50, 60, 70, 75, or 80 years of service and continuous 

membership in the Order be given at the Annual Meeting: and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certificate of recognition will be awarded to the 

aforementioned Brothers from the Wisconsin State Council, for their outstanding 

achievement 

 

11. SUPPORT TO KEEP “UNDER GOD” IN THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

WHEREAS, there are many secularist groups and individuals opposing the existence of 

a Supreme Being mentioned in the “Pledge”; and 

WHEREAS, the Knights of Columbus under the guidance of then-Supreme Knight Luke 

E. Hart were instrumental in persuading the United States Congress to amend the Pledge 

of Allegiance to include the words “under God” after the phrase “one nation”; and  

WHEREAS, the movement to amend the “Pledge” was originated in April 1951 and 

brought to fruition on Flag Day, June 14, 1954, by action of the United States Congress 

and signed into law by President Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that recognition is given at the Wisconsin 

State Council Knights of Columbus, 123rd Annual State Convention at Chula Vista 

Resort, Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La 

Crosse; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that each Council, Fourth Degree Assembly, and every 

member of our Honored Order support the Supreme Council in their endeavor to preserve 

the wording as it now stands; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Wisconsin State Council show public support 

of the words “under God” wherever and whenever possible; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Supreme 

Council to be included with similar resolutions from jurisdictions of the Order at the 2024 

Supreme Convention in Quebec City, Quebec, Canada, August 5 - 8, 2024; and 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED upon ADOPTION by the Supreme Council, the 

Wisconsin State Council Secretary shall forward a copy of the adopted resolution to 

members of Congress representing Wisconsin. 

Submitted by: State Officers on behalf of the Fourth Degree Masters of the State of 

Wisconsin 

Resolution Committee Recommendation Adoption 

  

 12. SUPPORT SPECIAL OLYMPICS 

WHEREAS, the Knights of Columbus have been longtime supporters of Special 

Olympics at all levels; and                                                                                                               

WHEREAS, the Knights of Columbus Supreme Council donates $250,000.00 annually 

to Special Olympics, with $180,000.00 of that being available to jurisdictions through the 

filing of Form #10784 which should be filed online after each volunteer event and/or 

monetary donation and 

WHEREAS, the Supreme Council has encouraged councils to actively support Special 

Olympics at the local, state, and national levels through fundraising and volunteerism. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that recognition is given at the Wisconsin 

State Council Knights of Columbus, 123rd Annual State Convention at Chula Vista 

Resort, Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La 

Crosse, that all Councils be strongly encouraged to actively support Special Olympics, at 

the local, state, and Team Wisconsin both financially and through volunteerism; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all councils be encouraged to monetarily support 

the participation of the Wisconsin Team of Special Olympians in the national games held 

every 4 years, through donations, fundraisers, and other creative means; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all funds designated for the Team Wisconsin drive 

are to be made payable to “Wisconsin Knights of Columbus Charities Inc. ” and sent to 

the Wisconsin State Council office or the Special Olympics Coordinator; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all Special Olympics activity by councils, 

including state councils, should be submitted through the online #10784 and a copy be 

sent to the Wisconsin Special Olympics Coordinator. 

Submitted by: John Benisch, State Coordinator, Special Olympics 

Resolution Committee Recommendation Adoption 

  

13. SANCTITY OF MARRIAGE BETWEEN A MAN AND A WOMAN 

WHEREAS, Marriage is a natural institution created by God and rooted in ancient and 

intrinsic human values that provides a unique and deeply rooted social, legal, and 

religious institution; and  

WHEREAS, Marriage reflects the natural biological complementarities between men 

and women which predates the state, and which is woven into the social and religious 

fabric of every major culture and society; and  

WHEREAS, the Catholic Church, based on Scripture and the Judeo-Christian Tradition, 

teaches that marriage is a faithful, exclusive, and lifelong union between one man and 

one woman joined in an intimate partnership of life and love; and  

WHEREAS, Marriage provides for the mutual fulfillment of spouses as well as the 

procreation and education of children; and  



WHEREAS, this mutual bond provides the most favorable environment in which to 

protect the rights and best interests of children; and 

WHEREAS, during his apostolic journey to the United States in 2008, Pope Benedict 

XVI described marriage as an unconditional and unreserved “yes” to love and a “yes” to 

the aspirations at the heart of our common humanity and implored us to proclaim boldly 

the arguments based on faith and reason that marriage is a “lifelong commitment between 

a man and a woman that is open to the transmission of life.” 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that recognition is given at the Wisconsin 

State Council Knights of Columbus, 123rd Annual State Convention at Chula Vista 

Resort, Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La 

Crosse, that the Knights of Columbus will never waver in our efforts to promote the 

Church’s understanding of marriage as the faithful, exclusive, and lifelong union of one 

man and one woman joined in an intimate partnership of life and love; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we will pray that the Holy Spirit enlighten elected 

officials to adopt laws, and judges to make judicial decisions, which affirm the family 

and the authentic nature of marriage; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we join with the Bishops throughout the world in 

their efforts to achieve legal and constitutional protection at the national, state, provincial, 

and local levels for the definition of marriage as the union of one man and one woman to 

the exclusion of all others; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Supreme 

Council to be included with similar resolutions from jurisdictions of the Order at the 2024 

Supreme Convention in Quebec City, Quebec, Canada, August 5 - 8, 2024.  

Submitted by: State Officers 

Resolution Committee Recommendation Adoption 

  

  

  

14. THE EFFORT TO KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS 

WHEREAS, there are those who want to remove Christ from Christmas; and 

WHEREAS, we as Knights of Columbus fully understand the threat to Christianity; and 

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin State Council’s Faith Development Committee has the 

responsibility to remind and assist the Knights in the promotion of our faith. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that recognition is given at the Wisconsin 

State Council Knights of Columbus, 123rd Annual State Convention at Chula Vista 

Resort, Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La 

Crosse; that the Wisconsin State Council’s Faith Development Committee embarked 

upon a program to advise our members of their responsibility in Keeping Christ in 

Christmas, with emphasis of participation in Holy Mass, especially during the Christmas 

Season, thereby keeping Mass in Christmas; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this committee shall utilize the monthly 

newsletter, Badger Bulletin, and other forms of communications, to get pertinent 

information to Knights throughout the State of Wisconsin and beyond; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Knights of Columbus enthusiastically support 

this decision to KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS. 



  

Submitted by: State Officers 

Resolution Committee Recommendation Adoption 

  

15. PRAYING THE LIVING ROSARY TO SUPPORT VOCATIONS AND 

CULTURE OF LIFE 

WHEREAS, during his early life, Jesus taught his disciples how to pray and promised 

“…Where two or more join in prayer, in my name, there I am…”; and 

WHEREAS, the Catholic faith has, for approximately six centuries, included the Rosary 

as an integral part of personal and community prayer; and 

WHEREAS, at Fatima and Lourdes, the Blessed Mother requested Catholics to pray the 

Rosary for the needs of the world and the conversion of sinners; and 

WHEREAS, Catholics have a longstanding tradition of promoting an increase in priestly 

and religious vocations and respect for life through prayer; and 

WHEREAS, the Knights of Columbus have committed to always carry a Rosary and 

pray it often; and 

WHEREAS, the Knights of Columbus have developed programs to support the Church 

in its efforts to emphasize the importance of ordained clergy and professed religious in 

Catholic education, the practice of our faith and to maintain the sanctity of life from 

conception to natural death; and 

WHEREAS, the Lord Jesus Christ instructed His disciples to ask the Lord to send 

laborers to His harvest and that the Catholic faith community is currently experiencing a 

shortage of ordained clergy and professed religious; and 

WHEREAS, due to the breakdown of families, society witnesses daily the destruction of 

human life through abortion, euthanasia, assisted suicide, and human trafficking, along 

with all forms of unnatural death. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the delegates assembled at the annual 

meeting of the Wisconsin State Council Knights of Columbus, 123rd Annual State 

Convention at Chula Vista Resort, Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 

2024 in the Diocese of La Crosse, promote and encourage members and the Catholic 

faith communities of Wisconsin to participate in the Living Rosary, whereby Knights of 

Columbus and/or parish members agree to be scheduled to pray one decade of the 20-

decade Rosary daily, wherever they happen to be, at any time of the day.  In the 

scheduled manner each group of 20 will complete one 20-decade Rosary daily; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the intention for which the Living Rosary is 

offered shall be to increase vocations to the priesthood and religious life and for an end to 

abortion, contraception, euthanasia, assisted suicide, human trafficking along with all 

forms of unnatural death; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED those members of subordinate councils in the 

Wisconsin jurisdiction, as committed Catholics, pledge to be active in promoting 

vocations and respect for human life at all stages from conception to natural death; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we will, individually and collectively, work for the 

protection of lives at risk by supporting legislation to repeal laws permitting abortion, 

enacting laws to protect life at all stages, and using other nonviolent means to overcome 

the “Culture of Death” by the promotion of the “Culture of Life”; and 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Supreme 

Council to be included with similar resolutions from jurisdictions of the Order at the 2024 

Supreme Convention in Quebec City, Quebec, Canada, August 5 - 8, 2024. 

  

Submitted by: State Officers 

Resolution Committee Recommendation Adoption 

  

  

16. CONTINUING PRAYERS TO END ABORTION 

WHEREAS, for many years Catholics have asked our Heavenly Mother, the Blessed 

Virgin Mary, that, through her intercession, the people of oppressed countries might be 

converted to Christianity; and 

WHEREAS, the chain of events in recent years has demonstrated the efficacy of our 

Blessed Mother’s gentle care for all of humankind, reflected in the removal of numerous 

dictators and the revitalization of the Catholic Church in those same parts of our world 

where its followers had previously been persecuted; and 

WHEREAS, in today’s society we face the threat of the “Culture of Death,” visible in 

the terrible plagues known as abortion, euthanasia, assisted suicide, and other forms of 

unnatural death; and 

 WHEREAS, our experience of the Blessed Mother, through scripture and occasions 

when she has revealed herself to specially chosen spokespersons, is that she deeply loves 

all humankind, especially children. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the delegates of the Wisconsin State 

Council Knights of Columbus, 123rd Annual State Convention at Chula Vista Resort, 

Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La Crosse, 

reaffirm their commitment to asking the Blessed Virgin Mary, particularly calling upon 

her intercession to enable the “Culture of Life” to overcome the “Culture of Death”, and 

to end the terrible and senseless slaughter of preborn persons; and  

BE IF FURTHER RESOLVED, that all subordinate councils and assemblies in the 

Wisconsin jurisdiction be encouraged to pray a Rosary together before each council and 

assembly meeting to promote the Culture of Life. 

  

Submitted by: State Officers on behalf of the Life Committee 

Resolution Committee Recommendation Adoption 

  

  

17. ST. MICHAEL PRAYER 

  

WHEREAS, as first ordered by Pope Leo XIII in 1884, the prayer to St. Michael has 

been prayed for the protection of the church and the defense of the Holy See; and 

WHEREAS, Pope St. John Paul II in the spring of 1984, as a response to the grave evils 

of the time, including abortion, euthanasia, terrorism, and genocide, asked the faithful to 

offer the prayer to St. Michael the Archangel; and  

WHEREAS, the Knights of Columbus are called to be in solidarity with the Holy See, 

Bishops, Priests, Deacons, and Religious; and  



WHEREAS, the Knights of Columbus in fidelity to the vision of Blessed Michael 

McGivney, strengthen the Catholic Church and build the domestic church; and  

WHEREAS, the Bishops of Wisconsin have requested that this prayer be prayed at all 

masses.    

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Wisconsin State Council Knights of 

Columbus, duly assembled, at the 123rd Annual State Convention at Chula Vista Resort, 

Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La Crosse, 

encourages all members throughout the State of Wisconsin to facilitate the 

implementation of the Bishops’ request and pray the prayer to St. Michael in the personal 

devotions in their parishes; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,  The Knights of Columbus, called to be in solidarity 

with the Holy See, Bishops, Priests, Deacons, and Religious, offer this prayer to St. 

Michael the Archangel in reparation, defense, and healing of the church; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Supreme 

Council to be included with similar resolutions from jurisdictions of the Order at the 2024 

Supreme Convention in Quebec City, Quebec, Canada, August 5 - 8, 2024. 

  

Submitted by: State Officers 

Resolution Committee Recommendation Adoption 

  

  

18. SUPPORT OF MORALITY IN SCHOOLS, MEDIA AND ON INTERNET 

  

WHEREAS, it is well known and understood that the schools, media, newspapers, radio, 

television programming, and Internet can be and are powerful educational tools, whether 

for good or evil; and 

WHEREAS, many internet websites are promoting extreme immorality, vulgarity, and 

pornography; and 

WHEREAS, there is an extreme amount of immoral programming in most areas of the 

media, even including advertising obsessed with near-nudity, sexual overtones, sexually 

explicit scenes, photos, and other expressions of “free” sex, immorality, terror and 

vulgarity; and 

WHEREAS, such programming enhances and increases the incidence of immorality, 

promiscuity, adultery, rape, human trafficking, and other sex crimes in our communities, 

state and nation; and 

WHEREAS, the Catechism of the Catholic Church states in:  

2394—Christ is the model of chastity.  Every baptized person is called to lead a chaste 

life, each according to his particular state of life.   

2395—Chastity means the integration of sexuality within the person.  It includes an 

apprenticeship in self-mastery.   

2396—Among the sins gravely contrary to chastity are masturbation, fornication, 

pornography, and homosexual practices; and   

WHEREAS, because of the above, there is also increased tolerance of abortion, 

contraception, euthanasia, assisted suicide, and a multitude of other aberrations against 

the sanctity of life and an ever-increasing violation and denial of God’s love; and 



WHEREAS, the Knights of Columbus, a fraternal, family-oriented Order of Catholic 

men, are dedicated to the promotion of love of God, respect for women, children, and 

family, and living morally respectable lives, to teaching and guiding our children in 

morality, love of God, and to guiding them on the road to an eternity with God, deem 

such publishing and programming to be directly opposed to the goal we have for 

ourselves, our wives and families; and 

WHEREAS, there are many great options for quality family programming. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Wisconsin State Council Knights of 

Columbus, duly assembled, at the 123rd Annual State Convention at Chula Vista Resort, 

Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La Crosse, 

that every member and every subordinate council be encouraged to take positive action in 

selecting family television programs, radio stations, and print and digital media in our 

own homes and schools; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we will use and circulate to our friends readily 

available lists of appropriate movies, TV programs, and faith-based radio stations to 

select appropriate content for our family's entertainment and education; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we will lead and encourage our membership and 

communities, with the help of God, to take action to oppose and reject immoral 

programming and publishing; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that such action be taken on a continuing basis 

including letters, phone calls, or other communications to the offending programmers and 

publishers, and that all councils and members be encouraged to contribute to the support 

of the National Center on Sexual Exploitation (formally Morality in the Media), and 

likewise support Morality in Media of Wisconsin (MIMW). 

Submitted by: State Officers on Behalf of the Life Committee 

Resolution Committee Recommendation Adoption 

  

19. EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL 

WHEREAS, our Lord, Jesus Christ, has taught that He is the Bread of Life in the Gospel 

of John 6:51-52, saying, “I am the living bread that came down from heaven, whoever 

eats this bread will live forever, and the bread that I will give is My flesh for the life of 

the world”; and 

WHEREAS; our Lord, Jesus Christ, instituted the most Holy Eucharist with His 12 

Apostles at the Last Supper by commanding them: “Do this in memory of Me”; and 

WHEREAS, the Supreme Council of the Knights of Columbus has called all Knights, at 

this time of faith crisis in the most Holy Eucharist, to aid the church in bringing about a 

revival in Eucharistic faith and understanding by assisting in Solemn Eucharistic 

Processions;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that all Knights of Columbus support and 

assist Bishops, Priests, Deacons, and parish leaders in elevating the solemnity and 

reverence of Eucharistic Processions through active participation in their planning and 

execution; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Wisconsin State Council, Knights of 

Columbus, duly assembled, at the 123rd Annual State Convention at Chula Vista Resort, 

Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La Crosse 



supports participation in the Marian Way of the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage coming 

to Wisconsin from June 8-27, 2024; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Wisconsin State Council, Knights of 

Columbus, duly assembled, at the 123rd Annual State Convention at Chula Vista Resort, 

Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La Crosse 

supports the National Eucharistic Congress held at Indianapolis, Indiana on July 17th – 

21st, 2024 and encourages all members to participate in the National Eucharistic 

Congress; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Supreme 

Council to be included with similar resolutions from jurisdictions of the Order at the 2024 

Supreme Convention in Quebec City, Quebec, Canada, August 5 - 8, 2024.    

Submitted by: State Officers on behalf of Eucharistic Revival Committee 

Resolution Committee Recommendation Adoption 

  

 20. RESTORATION OF WORLD PEACE 

  

WHEREAS, there are many conflicts ongoing throughout the world during these 

uncertain times; and 

WHEREAS, in today's American society we face the threat of indifference to the 

violence taking place in the world;  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Wisconsin State Council Knights of 

Columbus, duly assembled, at the 123rd Annual State Convention at Chula Vista Resort, 

Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La Crosse, 

that all subordinate councils and assemblies in Wisconsin to pray the rosary before 

council and assembly meetings with the intention to end violence and  restore peace 

throughout the world; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Supreme 

Council to be included with similar resolutions from jurisdictions of the order at the 2024 

Supreme Convention in Quebec City, Quebec, Canada, August 5 - 8, 2024.  

  

Submitted by: State Officers 

Resolution Committee Recommendation Adoption 

  

  

21. SUPPORT OF ADOPTION 

  

WHEREAS, there are many children in foster care and waiting for adoptive families in 

Wisconsin; and 

WHEREAS, adoption can be an option when married couples decide to begin or add to 

their family; and 

WHEREAS, the cost of preparing a family home for adoption approval can be 

prohibitive; and 

WHEREAS, C. F. Schmit Council #2137 of Rice Lake has honored a Past State 

Chaplain by establishing the Fr. Dennis Mullen Adoption Initiative to assist families with 

funds to prepare for adoption; 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Wisconsin State Council Knights of 

Columbus, duly assembled, at the 123rd Annual State Convention at Chula Vista Resort, 

Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La Crosse, 

that the Wisconsin State Council Knights include adoption as a component of the Life 

Program; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Wisconsin State Council Knights of Columbus 

encourage all Councils to promote the adoption of children in Wisconsin; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Wisconsin State Council Knights of Columbus 

assist with the dissemination of promotional materials; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Wisconsin State Council Knights of Columbus 

encourages all Councils to contribute funds to the Fr. Dennis Mullen Adoption Initiative. 

  

Submitted by: C. F. Schmit Council #2137, Rice Lake  

Resolution Committee Recommendation Adoption 

  

  

22. SUPPORT ST. JOHN BOSCO YOUTH DAY 

  

WHEREAS, the Knights of Columbus has consistently and generously supported 

programs which foster vocations or involved youth; and 

WHEREAS, St. John Bosco Youth Day is an annual event held in October for Catholic 

Youth (age 13 to 18) from throughout the state promoting prayer and fostering vocations; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Bishops of the Dioceses in the State of Wisconsin have recognized the 

importance of this vital program by committing to celebrate the Mass and promoting the 

event; and 

WHEREAS, as a result of the support from the Directors of Religious Education, parish 

priests and the Bishops of the State of Wisconsin, the program has grown from 180 youth 

to over 2,000 youth from all over the state for the last several years; and 

WHEREAS, it is important to reach out to as many youth as possible and encourage 

their attendance by funding the event through donations instead of admission fees for the 

youth who attend; and 

WHEREAS, St. John Bosco Youth Day has received support by holding the function on 

the property run by the Discalced Carmelite Friars at the National Shrine of Mary, Help 

of Christians in Hubertus, Wisconsin; and currently supported by Arise Milwaukee 

organization; and 

WHEREAS, the Knights of Columbus resolved to support the St. John Bosco Youth Day 

annually since 2006, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the members of the State of Wisconsin 

Knights of Columbus should help support this vital event through a statewide effort, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that each subordinate council sends a voluntary 

contribution that each council can reasonably afford by July 31, 2024, to Arise 

Milwaukee, P.O. Box 378 | Elm Grove, WI 53122. 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that each council also strongly encourage all its 

members and families to support this vital program through their individual prayers and 

contributions in such amounts as they can reasonably afford. 

Submitted by: State Officers 

Resolution Committee Recommendation REJECTION 

  

  

23. SUPPORT FOR OUR CATHOLIC EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS  

  

WHEREAS, the Knights of Columbus consistently and generously support Catholic 

ministries and programs that foster vocations, evangelization and spiritual discernment of 

Catholic youth; and  

WHEREAS, we have many Catholic education institutions such as Catholic High 

Schools in our State, along with the St. Lawrence Seminary High School, a Catholic 

residential minor seminary; and  

WHEREAS, the Bishops of the Dioceses in the State of Wisconsin have recognized the 

importance of promoting and nurturing vocations among families and young men and 

women as priests, sisters and religious and actively evangelizing our Catholic youth; and  

WHEREAS, the Knights of Columbus promote Building the Domestic Church through 

advocating for vocations and developing strong Catholic families.  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Wisconsin State Council Knights of 

Columbus, duly assembled, at the 123rd Annual State Convention at Chula Vista Resort, 

Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La Crosse, 

that the members of the State of Wisconsin Knights of Columbus are requested to help 

support our Catholic education institutions annually, not exclusively through financial 

support but also through prayer, advocacy and support of our teachers and faculty; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that each subordinate council strongly encourage its 

members, their families, and fellow parishioners to support Catholic education 

institutions annually through their individual prayers.  

  

Submitted by: State Officers 

Resolution Committee Recommendation Adoption 

   

Mark Benzinger, Council 18323, asked on resolution 22 regarding support of St 

Lawrence’s Seminary regarding Financially.  

 

SA Froh calls on State Parliamentarian for clarification on the verbiage and resolution 22 

and how it relates to Resolution 28 as well as how it reflects as to how the State and 

Supreme can support Catholic High Schools.  

 

Jim Otto Council 12609 added additional clarification stating that Resolution promotes 

support of ALL Catholic High schools where Resolution 28 only covers specifically St 

Lawrence Seminary.  

 

Resolutions 10-22 were approved, unanimous consent.  



 

SA Froh read the following resolutions individually for consideration.  

 

24. RECOGNITION OF GOOD SHEPHERD COUNCIL ACHIEVING 100 

YEARS OF SERVICE 

WHEREAS, The Knights of Columbus is an order steeped in tradition and possessing a 

rich historical heritage; and  

WHEREAS, The Knights of Columbus continues to live this tradition by honoring 

members and subordinate councils as they celebrate milestones in their affiliation with 

the Order; and  

WHEREAS, The Good Shepherd Council #2556 of Chilton, Wisconsin, will observe its 

centennial anniversary during the fraternal year 2024-2025; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the delegates to the 123rd Annual 

State Convention at Chula Vista Resort, Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 

28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La Crosse, do hereby congratulate and salute Council #2556 

on the occasion of its 100th anniversary; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Wisconsin State Council extends its sincere 

congratulations to the members of the Good Shepherd Council, as well as its appreciation 

for the countless gifts of time and talent they have invested in a century of Columbianism 

in Wisconsin. 

  

Submitted by: State Officers 

Resolution Committee Recommendation Adoption 

  

25. SUPPORT OF CATHOLIC YOUTH EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING AND 

FAITH FORMATION  

WHEREAS, the Knights of Columbus has consistently and generously supported 

programs that foster religious vocations or involve youth in the life of the Catholic 

Church; and 

WHEREAS, the Dioceses in the State of Wisconsin support educational programming 

and faith formation for Catholic Youth which promote the Catholic faith, support prayer, 

and foster vocations to the priesthood and women’s religious life, as well as build the 

domestic church of the family; and 

WHEREAS, the Bishops of the Dioceses in the State of Wisconsin recognize the 

significance of vital programs geared towards the sacramental and spiritual support of 

Catholic youth; and 

WHEREAS, it is important to reach out to as many youths as possible and encourage 

their participation notwithstanding their ability to pay; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wisconsin State Council Knights 

of Columbus, duly assembled, at the 123rd Annual State Convention at Chula Vista 

Resort, Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La 

Crosse, that the Wisconsin State Council Knights of Columbus and subordinate councils 

and assemblies should support youth in endeavors, programming, and events that teach 

and promote the tenets of our Catholic faith, encourage prayer, and foster vocations to the 

priesthood and women’s religious life, as well as build the domestic church of the family. 



  

Submitted by: Resolutions Committee 

Resolution Committee Recommendation Adoption 

  

  

26. APPRECIATION OF SEMINARIANS 

WHEREAS, the Lord, Jesus Christ said, the harvest is abundant, and the laborers are 

few, and to pray to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers for his harvest; and 

WHEREAS, we wish to show our gratitude and support for the men who discern a 

vocation in preparation to lay down their lives as future priests to serve the Church, 

pledging that the Knights of Columbus will always be at their service; promising our 

prayers and financial support, especially during the years of their formation; and 

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin State Council Knights of Columbus acknowledges the 

membership of many seminarians also as Knights of Columbus; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wisconsin State Council Knights 

of Columbus, duly assembled, at the 123rd Annual State Convention at Chula Vista 

Resort, Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La 

Crosse, do hereby encourage all councils of the State of Wisconsin to maintain strong 

relationships with diocesan and religious seminarians to support them fraternally, 

spiritually, and financially during the time of their preparation for ordination; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a copy of this resolution will be submitted to the 

Diocesan Vocations Director for each Diocese to be shared. 

  

Submitted by: Resolutions Committee 

Resolution Committee Recommendation Adoption 

  

27. APPRECIATION OF THE FOURTH DEGREE HONOR GUARD 

WHEREAS, Wisconsin State Council Knights of Columbus is grateful for services 

rendered by the Fourth Degree Honor Guard to the 123rd Annual State Convention; and 

WHEREAS, Their participation adds dignity and honor to our proceedings; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Wisconsin State Council Knights of 

Columbus, duly assembled, at the 123rd Annual State Convention at Chula Vista Resort, 

Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La Crosse, do 

hereby extend to the Fourth Degree Honor Guard our sincere appreciation. 

  

Submitted by: Resolutions Committee 

Resolution Committee Recommendation Adoption 

28. BY-LAWS OF ARTICLE III, SECTION 5, LINE ITEM 17  

      WHEREAS, the current line at Article III, Section 5, line item 17, of our State By-

Laws currently 

     reads: Election of State Officers, delegates, and alternates to Supreme Convention – 

first order of business on second day; and 

WHEREAS, Due to COVID, the business of the 2020 State Convention was run 

virtually in 1 day and completed successfully; and 



WHEREAS, due to COVID, the business of the 2021 and 2022 State Conventions were 

run in 1 day as Hybrid Conventions and completed successfully; and 

WHEREAS, the business of the 2023 State Convention was successfully completed in 

one day,allowing families to take back Sunday as a day of rest and relaxation together; 

and 

WHEREAS, The removal of, “first order of business on second day”, will align with the 

actual practice from the last 4 years and allow flexibility in scheduling future State 

Conventions to best meet the needs of the State Council and its members; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wisconsin State Council Knights 

of Columbus, duly assembled, at the 123rd Annual State Convention at Chula Vista 

Resort, Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La 

Crosse, that Article III, Section 5, line item 17, will state: “17. Election of State Officers, 

delegates, and alternates to Supreme Convention.”  

  

Submitted by: State Officers 

Resolution Committee Recommendation:    ADOPTION 

  

29. SAINT LAWRENCE (MINOR) SEMINARY 

  

WHEREAS, the Knights of Columbus consistently and generously support Catholic 

ministries and programs that foster vocations, evangelization and spiritual discernment of 

Catholic youth; and  

WHEREAS, St. Lawrence Seminary High School (SLS) is the only Catholic residential 

minor seminary in Wisconsin and one of the last, if not the last, Catholic residential 

minor seminaries operating in the United States today; and  

WHEREAS, the Bishops of the Dioceses in the State of Wisconsin, including Bishop 

David L. Ricken of the Green Bay Diocese have recognized the importance of promoting 

and nurturing vocations among families and young men as priests, religious and active 

evangelizing Catholic men. Through their communications and personal participation as 

benefactors and advocates of SLS, they have consistently communicated their strong 

support of this effort through organizations including Saint Lawrence Seminary; and  

WHEREAS, many other priests, sisters, deacons and other religious men and women 

also support St. Lawrence Seminary through their prayers, advocacy and as donors; and  

WHEREAS, Saint Lawrence Seminary is unique and very different from any other 

Catholic high school in Wisconsin or elsewhere. Because SLS is a ministry of the 

Province of St. Joseph Capuchin Franciscans and not a Diocesan school, SLS does not 

receive any subsidy funding from any Diocese unlike Diocesan schools; and  

WHEREAS, Saint Lawrence Seminary is eligible for RSVP program proceeds; and  

WHEREAS, inspired by the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the examples of St. Francis of 

Assisi, St. Lawrence Seminary provides a residential college preparatory education in a 

living Catholic community surrounded by Capuchin priests and Brothers as role models 

while nurturing mature, well-rounded men of faith, preparing them for a life of ministry 

in the Catholic Church as priests, religious and lay leaders; and  



WHEREAS, St. Lawrence Seminary has been providing academic excellence, spiritual 

guidance, transformational ministry experiences and servant leadership training since 

1860 - over 164 years - to reach out to as many young Catholic men as possible; and  

 WHEREAS, St. Lawrence Seminary has never turned away any young man due to the 

financial constraints of his family; and  

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Knights of Columbus Charity Inc. Board thanked St. 

Lawrence Seminary for submitting grant requests and has subsequently funded said 

requests in the past; and  

WHEREAS, the Knights of Columbus promote Building the Domestic Church through 

advocating for vocations and developing strong Catholic men;  

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the members of the State of Wisconsin 

Knights of Columbus should support this vital ministry annually through a unified 

statewide effort of prayer, advocacy and financial resources; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that each subordinate council support this vital 

ministry annually through their ongoing efforts of prayer, advocacy and financial 

resources; and  

BE IT FURTHER Resolved that each subordinate council strongly encourage its 

members, their families and fellow parishioners to support this vital ministry annually 

through their individual prayers, advocacy and financial resources;   

Submitted by: Fr. Francis Jordan Council #16729, St. Nazianz, WI  and Our Lady 

of the Rosary Council    #722, Sheboygan, WI 

  Resolution Committee Recommendation: REJECTION 

  

  

30. NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF COREY C. COONEN TO THE OFFICE 

OF SUPREME BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

  

WHEREAS, Corey C. Coonen has exemplified the virtues of our Order in his service as 

State Deputy of the Wisconsin Jurisdiction for the Fraternal Years ending in 2021 and 

2022; and Jurisdiction for the 2021-2022 fraternal year; and 

  WHEREAS, Corey C. Coonen continues to serve the Wisconsin State Council as 

Membership Director in addition to his role as Immediate Past State Deputy, as well as 

helping lead the charge for our Coats for Kids program the past 3 years along with 

working to institute a new sacramental gift program in Wisconsin; and  

WHEREAS, Corey C. Coonen as State Deputy identified opportunities to streamline the 

State Budget, and to utilize the State Reserve fund to provide State Per Capita relief to 

Councils at the peak of the Covid pandemic; and 

WHEREAS, outside of the Knights of Columbus Corey C. Coonen works at a large 

Fortune 100 investment firm where he serves as a Vice-President, Financial Advisor and 

has attained the professional designations of CFP® (Certified Financial Planner) in 2018 

among other industry designations and firm designations, and whereas the Supreme 

Council Board of Directors could benefit from his industry experience and knowledge; 

and  

WHEREAS, Corey C. Coonen has expressed an interest in serving on the Board of 

Directors for the Knights of Columbus; 



 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wisconsin State Council Knights 

of Columbus, duly assembled, at the 123rd Annual State Convention at Chula Vista 

Resort, Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La 

Crosse, that the Wisconsin State Council  of the Knights of Columbus  extends to Corey 

C. Coonen a heartfelt and sincere appreciation for his meritorious service to the Knights 

of Columbus; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we ask for the consideration of Corey C. Coonen 

to serve the Supreme Board of Directors for a three-year term; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon passage of this resolution by the Wisconsin 

State Council of the Knights of Columbus at the 123rd Annual Meeting, that the same be 

presented for consideration to the delegates to the 2024 Supreme Council Meeting. 

  

Submitted by State Officers 

Resolution Committee Recommendation Adoption 

  

 

   WHEREAS, Corey C. Coonen is a member in good standing of Abbot Pennings 

Council 3955 in De Pere, WI; and 

  WHEREAS, the Knights of Columbus are trying to attract younger members and 

institute innovative programs to attract younger members; and 

  WHEREAS, Corey C. Coonen has demonstrated that he is an outstanding young leader, 

being elected and serving two terms as the youngest State Deputy, to date, in Wisconsin 

State Council history and earning Circle of Honor recognition for the Wisconsin  

 

 

 

 

31. COMPENSATION OF DELEGATES TO THE 2025 STATE CONVENTION 

  

WHEREAS, Chapter II, Section 12, of the Supreme Constitution, provides that the State 

Council shall consist of two delegates of each of the subordinate councils within the 

State, and it is beneficial that each of the subordinate councils in good standing have two 

delegates at the State Convention meeting each year; and 

WHEREAS, the By-Laws of the Wisconsin State Council, Knights of Columbus, 

provide that State Officers, Coordinators, Committee Chairmen, and others who travel at 

the State Deputy’s behest on approved State Knights of Columbus business are to be 

reimbursed for mileage; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wisconsin State Council Knights 

of Columbus, duly assembled, at the 123rd Annual State Convention at Chula Vista 

Resort, Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La 

Crosse,  that each subordinate council in the Wisconsin jurisdiction of the Knights of 

Columbus in good standing at the time of the 2025 State Council meeting shall be 

entitled the reimbursement of two delegates, who attended said State Council meeting at 

the rate of 30 cents per mile; for the distance necessary to travel from the city in which 



their council is located to the convention city and return, reimbursement will be paid 

directly to the said council; and    

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that State Officers, Coordinators, and others who travel 

at the State Deputy’s behest on approved State Knights of Columbus business are, for the 

fraternal year 2024-2025, to be reimbursed at the same rate. 

  

Submitted by State Officers 

Resolution Committee Recommendation Adoption 

 

32. PER CAPITA TAX (NO INCREASE 2024-2025) 

  

WHEREAS, it is necessary to raise sufficient funds to defray the necessary operating 

costs of the Wisconsin State Council Knights of Columbus, for the fiscal year 2024-2025; 

and 

WHEREAS, the per capita tax assessment is to be effective upon the Supreme Council 

rolls as of September 1st and March 1st of each year; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wisconsin State Council Knights 

of Columbus, duly assembled, at the 123rd Annual State Convention at Chula Vista 

Resort, Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La 

Crosse, that a per capita tax of $10.00 be levied and assessed on each taxable member of 

the order of the Knights of Columbus in the jurisdiction of the Wisconsin State Council 

for the fiscal year of 2024-2025 and each subordinate council shall be liable for the 

payment for taxable members of its council reported to the State Council by Supreme 

Council as of September 1, 2024, and March 1, 2025; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said assessment of $10.00 per taxable member 

shall be collected by the State Council from each local council in two installments of 

$5.00 each, with the first installment being based upon the taxable membership rolls as of 

September 1, 2024, and billed by October 1, 2024, and such assessment shall be due and 

payable no later than December 1, 2024.  The second installment shall be based upon the 

taxable membership as of March 1, 2025, and billed by April 1, 2025, and payable no 

later than June 1, 2025. 

  

Submitted by State Officers 

Resolution Committee Recommendation Adoption 

 

33. OPERATING BUDGET 

  

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Wisconsin State Council, Knights of Columbus, to 

effectively perform their assigned duties and provide necessary services to its members 

and such services and duties have companion expenses which have now been converted 

into a budget, and a copy distributed to each of the delegates; and 

WHEREAS, the By-Laws of Wisconsin State Council, Knights of Columbus, provide 

for strict Budgetary controls.  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wisconsin State Council Knights 

of Columbus, duly assembled, at the 123rd Annual State Convention at Chula Vista 



Resort, Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La 

Crosse, that the delegates of this State Convention of the Wisconsin State Council, 

Knights of Columbus, appropriate $559,123.00 to operate the Wisconsin State Council, 

Knights of Columbus, for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2024, and ending June 30, 

2025. 

  

Submitted by State Officers 

Resolution Committee Recommendation Adoption 

  

On resolution thirty-two, William Hitt 2478 asked for clarification on two budget lines 

regarding revenue miscellaneous and expenses. SA Huttenhoff explained that the 

differences reflected coats for kids’ money from councils to Supreme for as well as the 

YOUCAT Bible program.  

 

Jim Otto Council 12609 asked for additional clarification on the large dollar amount 

IPSD Coonen provided further clarification. Regarding this issue.  

 

PSD Genthe stepped up and provided further clarification regarding the questions.  

 

 

 

 

34. THANKING BISHOP CALLAHAN 

 

WHEREAS Bishop William Callahan answered the call to serve as the Bishop of the 

Diocese of La Crosse on June 11, 2010; and 
 

WHEREAS the Wisconsin State Council, Knights of Columbus have learned that His 

Excellency is retiring; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin State Council, Knights of Columbus, is deeply grateful for 

the many benefits, blessings and support from Bishop Callahan to  the State of Wisconsin 

Knights of Columbus; and   
 

WHEREAS Bishop William Callahan has served faithfully with dedication to God, 

Church, and the families of the La Crosse Diocese;  
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Wisconsin State Council Knights of 

Columbus, duly assembled, at the 123rd Annual State Convention at Chula Vista Resort, 

Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La Crosse do 

hereby express their deep and abiding appreciation to His Excellency Bishop William 

Callahan for his 14 years of service as the Ordinary of the Diocese of La Crosse; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we wish him a retirement both long in years and 

rich in many blessings; and 
 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution is presented to Bishop 

William Callahan together with the sincere gratitude of the State Officers and the 

membership of the Wisconsin Jurisdiction of the Knights of Columbus.  

 

Resolution Committee Recommendation:      Adoption   

 

35. WELCOMING BISHOP BATTERSBY 

 

WHEREAS Bishop Gerard Battersby answered the call from His Holy Father to serve as 

the Bishop of the Diocese of La Crosse as the 11th Bishop of the Diocese of La Crosse; 

and 
 

WHEREAS Bishop Battersby will be installed as the Bishop of the Diocese of La Crosse 

on May 20th, 2024, at the Cathedral of St. Joseph the Workman.; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin State Council, Knights of Columbus wishes to welcome 

Bishop Battersby and is deeply honored and humbled for the opportunity to be there to 

serve Bishop Battersby; and   
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Wisconsin State Council Knights of 

Columbus, duly assembled, at the 123rd Annual State Convention at Chula Vista Resort, 

Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La Crosse do 

hereby express their deep and abiding appreciation to Bishop Battersby for accepting to 

be the 11th Bishop of the Ordinary of the Diocese of La Crosse; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution is presented to Bishop 

Battersby together with the sincere appreciation of the State Officers and the membership 

of the Wisconsin Jurisdiction of the Knights of Columbus.  

 

Resolution Committee Recommendation:      Adoption  
 

 

36. THANKING ARCHBISHOP LISTECKI  

 

WHEREAS, His Excellency Archbishop Jerome Listecki has served faithfully as 11th 

Archbishop of Milwaukee, guiding the Church with wisdom and fidelity to Jesus Christ 

since his installation on January 4, 2010, by Pope Benedict XVI, and  
 

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin State Council, Knights of Columbus have learned that His 

Excellency will be retiring; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin State Council, Knights of Columbus, is deeply grateful for 

the many benefits, blessings, and support from Archbishop Listecki to the State of 

Wisconsin Knights of Columbus; and   
 

WHEREAS, Archbishop Listecki has served the Church with pastoral and spiritual 

leadership through excellent communication skills and God’s Love. He served by 

teaching, governing, and sanctifying the faithful of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. 

 



NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Wisconsin State Council Knights of 

Columbus, duly assembled, at the 123rd Annual State Convention at Chula Vista Resort, 

Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, this April 26th - 28th, 2024 in the Diocese of La Crosse do 

hereby express their deep and abiding appreciation to Archbishop Jerome E. Listecki for 

his many years of service as the Archbishop of the Diocese of Milwaukee; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we wish him a retirement both long in years and 

rich in many blessings; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution is presented to 

Archbishop Listecki together with the sincere gratitude of the State Officers and the 

membership of the Wisconsin Jurisdiction of the Knights of Columbus.  

 

Resolution Committee Recommendation:      Adoption  

 

SD Huttenhoff thanked State Advocate DR Jim Froh and his committee for their 
work.  

 

SD Huttenhoff called on General Agent Tim Nowak for his message.  

 

SD Huttenhoff thanked General Agent Tim Nowak, for your message his 

attendance.  

 

SD Huttenhoff asks SC FR Brian Dulli to give a meal prayer.  

 

SD Huttenhoff asks for a motion to recess the meeting until 9:00 AM 

Sunday. Motion moved by William Hitt Council 2478, 2nd by Chuck Reis, 

District 12. Motion Carried.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Afternoon Presentations:  

• Fr John Del Priore – Pastor at St. Augustine’s in Platteville on 

the great things going on at the Neuman Center at UW 

Platteville. 5-10 Minutes 

 

• John Benisch – Special Olympics Presentation.  

• Cor Planning Presentation Andy Orgovan 

 

• Program Planning Presentation WSW Ernie Reinhart 

 

• Membership Planning Presentation IPSD Corey Coonen 

 

• FBE Planning Presentation GA Tim Nowak 

 

• Eucharistic Pilgrimage Presentation WSC Fr Brian  

  



Sunday, April 28th, 2024 

Sunday Morning Business Meeting 

 

SD Huttenhoff calls to reconvene the Annual Meeting of the Wisconsin State 

Council at 9:00 AM  

 

SD Huttenhoff asks State Chaplain FR Brina Dulli to open with prayer.  

 

SD Huttenhoff asks the Maters of the Eastern and Western District to lead the 

Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

At the end of the Pledge of Allegiance, Western Master Duane reminded that 

no one shall add to the end of the Pledge of Allegiance in a public forum.  

 

SD Huttenhoff calls State Warden Ernie Reinhart to vouch that all here present 

are in possession of a current membership card in the Third Degree.  

SW Reinhart so vouches.  

 

SD Huttenhoff called upon PSD Tim Genthe the Chairman of the Good of the 

Order Committee to give their report. 

 

SD Huttenhoff: explains to the assembled delegates that a copy of the 

Good of Order report is included in the Convention Book on page 111. 

 

SD Huttenhoff:  Calls SS Casey to provide a Report of the Credentials 

Committee 

 

SS Casey reports the following:  

 

  6 State Officers 

  1 Immediate Past State Deputy 

  166  Delegates in Person 

       173 Total Voting Delegates 

 
 

SD Huttenhoff accepts the report of the Credentials Committee. 

 

SD Huttenhoff then asks the Election Tellers to meet with Diocesan Director 

Rick Raulin in the back of the chamber. 



 

SD Huttenhoff then announces that the meeting will proceed to the election 

of State Officers.  

 

SD Huttenhoff introduced State Parliamentarian Paul Delesky to go over roles 

for the elections.  

 

Nomination Speeches for State Deputy will be limited to 5 minutes per By-

Laws.   

 

Nomination Speeches for all other positions will be limited to 3 minutes per 

By-Laws. 

 

Following Nomination Speeches, candidates will also be allowed time to 

give a brief statement. 

 

SD Huttenhoff asked that Any nominations for the office of any office to please 

fill out the card with the name of the nominee and the nominator and then deposit 

the card in the container with the Judge of Elections.” 

 

Past Deputy Jack Wrbanich Council 16333 Nominated for the office of State 

Deputy Pat Reiff.  

 

No other nominations were made, and Pat Reiff was elected State Deputy via 

Unanimous Ballot  

 

Past Wester Master Jabob Grzywacz, Council 1558 nominated State Treasurer to 

the office of State Secretary. 

 

No other nominations were made, and the State Treasurer Ross Larson was elected 

to the office of State Secretary.  

 

Jason Zidek, Council 524 nominated State Warden Ernie Reinhart to the office of 

State Treasurer.   

 

No other nominations were made, and the State Warden Ernie Reinhart was 

elected to the office of State Treasurer.  

 

 



Rich Mich, council 16022 nominated DR David Kreutz for the office of State 

Advocate.  

Bill Frayer, council 697 nominated James Vosters for the office of State Advocate. 

Brian Neal, council 13583 nominated himself for the office State Advocate.  

 

Ballots were distributed for the office of State Advocate.   

 

During the counting of the Ballots, Wester District Duane Zaboroski was 

introduced to give reports Financial Review Committee as well as the State of the 

Western District.  

 

Past State Deputy Jack Wrbanich was called to give a report on Public Relations.  

 

SD Huttenhoff announced that DR David Kreutz was elected as the new State 

Advocate.  

 

Western District Master Duane Zaboroski nominated Scott Fromme council 1779 

for State Warden.  

Bill Frayer council 697 nominated James Vosters for the office of State Warden.  

 

Ballots were distributed for the office of the State Warden.  

 

During the counting of the ballots, SD Huttenhoff recesed the business meeting 

of the State Council of the Wisconsin Knights of Columbus and opened the 

business meeting of Wisconsin Charities Inc. When business was completed, it 

was adjourned, and the business meeting of the State Council of the Wisconsin 

Knights of Columbus was reconvened. 

 

SD Huttenhoff then announced the James Vosters was elected to the office of State 

Warden.  

 

SD Huttenhoff asked State Chaplain FR Brian Dulli or a blessing as he had to 

leave early.  

 

Jim Otto, Council 12608 moved to destroy the ballot for State Advocate and State 

Warden. 2nd by Mark Rassmussen Council 16298. Motion Carried. Ballots were 

to be destroyed.  

 

 



 

 
 

SD Huttenhoff then announces the rules for nomination of representatives to the 
Supreme Convention.  

 

SD States that the State Deputy and the immediate past state deputy are 
automatic delegates. In addition to these, Wisconsin can elect 8 more Third 
Degree members to represent us at the meeting – 4 insurance members and 4 
associate members. 

 

SD Huttenhoff asked that any nominations for Delegates to the Supreme 

Convention, please fill out the nomination card with the name of the nominee and 

the nominator and then deposit the card in the container with the Judge of 

Elections. 

 

SD Huttenhoff then asked for nominations for Insurance members to the Supreme 

Convention.  

 

Brother Mark Wessman Council 3464 nominated Dennis Bednarek.  

Brother Steve Hesperich, Council 2770 nominated David Dekken  

Brother PSD Jack Wrbanich Council 16333 nominated Jon Olson  

Brother Matt Smith Council 1578 nominated SA DR Jim Froh  

Brother Jason Zidek, Council 524 nominated SW Ernie Reinhart 

Brother Don McInnes, Council 4240 nominated Vic Johnson  

Brother Bill Frayer, Council 697 nominated Harlod Van De Burr 

Brother Roland Breunig Council 6508 nominated Al Brooks  

Brother Mark LeFever Council 17149 nominated Steven Calewerts 

Brother Chris Kachur Council 14362 nominated DR David Kreutz  

Brother Jay Woodbury Council 16022 nominated Rich Mich.   

 

SD Huttenhoff for any further nominations. Nominations were closed.  

 

State Parliamentarian gave rules regarding election of delegates to the Supreme 

Convention.  

 

Mike Morgan, Council 2137 moved to limit delegate speeches to 30 seconds, 2nd 

by Jacob Van Schyndel council 10714, motion carried.  

 

Nomination speeches were given in reverse order of the nominations.  



Jason Zidek, council moved that since there were 11 candidates the top 8 members 

receiving votes would be the delegates to the Supreme Convention, and the 3 

remaining are the alternates to the Supreme Convention. 2nd by Mike Safford 

10919, motion carried.  

 

Election tellers were asked to distribute ballots.  

 

State Parliamentarian urged that ballots must have 8 different names, otherwise 

the ballot would be voided.  

 

SD Huttenhoff asked to play a video from Dan Miller, State Director of Life.  

 

SD Huttenhoff asked to play a video from James Vosters, State Family Director.  

 

SD Huttenhoff asked Intellectual Disabilities Program Director Bennie Green for 

his report.  

 

SD Huttenhoff asked PSD Tim Genthe to speak on behalf of the Investment 

Review Committee.  

 

SD Huttenhoff asked IPSD Corey Coonen to speak about the Coats for Kids 

Program.  

 

SD Huttenhoff asked SS Casey to speak on behalf of the Bowling Committee.  

 

SD Hutenhoff asked AM Steve Geishirt to speak on behalf of the Administrative 

Manager roles and tasks. After his message, SD Huttenhoff thanked him for his 

years of service as he is retiring.  

 

SD Huttenhoff announced that we are currently looking for a new Administrative 

Manager. Applications are due May 1, 2024.  

 

SD Huttenhoff asked GA Tim Nowak to speak on Disaster Relief.  

 

SD Huttenhoff asked Dennis Bednarek to speak on programs on the Faith 

Programs.  

 

SD Huttenhoff asked Bill Frayer to speak on Community Programs.  



SD Huttenhoff called on Supreme Representative William Yallaly for his closing 

remarks.  

 

SD Huttenhoff called on PSD Tim Genthe on the Medallion award.  

 

SD Huttenhoff called on PSD Jack Wrbanich to talk about the hunting program.  

 

SD Huttenhoff thanked all in attendance for attending the convention. He stressed 

that the State Council is going to try to be more family friendly. At this time, our 

average age is 62, so we need to be grow the order with younger members.  

 

SD announced the delegates and alternates to the Supreme Convention.  

Jon Olson 

James Froh 

Vic Johnson 

Ernie Reinhart  

Al Brooks  

David Kreutz  

Rich Mich  

David Dekken 

 

Dennis Bedanerk  

Harold Van De Merr  

Steven Calewerts  
 

 

SD Huttenhoff asks that all insurance and associate delegates, as well as the 

alternates for insurance and alternates for associate delegates, please email 

the state secretary your full name, membership #, Council #, date of birth 

and phone number. The State Secretary’s email address is 

mcasey@wikofc.com. Thank you. 

 

SD Huttenhoff asks if there is any new business to be brought to attention.  

 

State Parliamentarian commended the election committee and their ballots.  

 

Jacob Van Schyndel, Council 10714 moved to destroy the ballots. 2nd by Jim 

Otto, Council 12609, motion carried. Ballots were to be destroyed.   

 



SD Huttenhoff: asks all who plan to attend the Supreme Convention, 

including Delegates and Alternates, to meet with the SS or SD after the 

adjournment.  
 
SD Huttenhoff: The next State Convention will be at KI Center in Green Bay 

on May 16th- 18th, 2025.  

 

SD Huttenhoff gave his closing remarks.  

 

SD Huttenhoff led the delegation in the Prayer Blessed McGivney as a closing 

prayer.  
 

SD calls for a motion to adjourn Jacob Van Schyndel, council 10714 second 

by Jim Otto. Motion carried; meeting was adjourned.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Business Meeting of Wisconsin Knights of Columbus Charities, Inc. 

President of the Board John Huttenhoff calls the meeting to order. 

Pres. Huttenhoff: introduces present members of the board. 

 President  John Huttenhoff 

 Vice President Duane Zaborowski 

 Secretary   Miles Casey 

 Treasurer  Ross Larson 

 Board Members Dr Jim Froh 

    Mark Jelinek 

    Dan Miller  

 

 

Pres. Huttenhoff  asks to read the Minutes of the 17th Annual Meeting of 

the Wisconsin Knights of Columbus Charities, Inc., held April 29th, 2023 in 

Green Bay. 

 

Pres. Huttenhoff recognizes Past Grand Knight Michael Schultz from Council 

531 who moved to in as much as printed copies of the Minutes of the 17th 

Annual Meeting of Wisconsin Knights of Columbus Charities, Inc. have been 

mailed to all Councils in the Wisconsin Jurisdiction, and are included in this 

year’s Convention Book, I move that the Minutes of that annual meeting be 

approved as submitted. Motion was 2nd by Jon Olson Council 1609, Motion 

carried.  

 

 Pres. Huttenhoff called on VP Duane Zaborowski for a presentation on the 

status and business of Wisconsin Knights of Columbus Charities, Inc. over 

the past year. 

 Vice President Duane Zaborowski provided a report on the status of 

Wisconsin Knights of Columbus Charities, Inc. 

 

Pres. Huttenhoff: The next order of business is the election of the two-year 

terms to the board of Wisconsin Knights of Columbus Charities, Inc. presently 

held by Mark Jelinek and Dan Miller. 

 



Pres. Huttenhoff opens the floor is open for nominations to the board of 

Wisconsin Knights of Columbus Charities, Inc. 

 

Pres Huttenhoff recognizes Grand Knight Andy Orgovan from Council 4648 

who nominated Dan Miller to an open two-year term on the board of 

Wisconsin Knights of Columbus Charities, Inc. Nomination is 2nd by Rich 

Mich, Council  16022.  

 

Pres Huttenhoff recognizes who Andy Orgavan, Council 4648,   nominates 

current board member Mark Jelinek, to an open two-year term on the board 

of Wisconsin Knights of Columbus Charities, Inc. Nomination 2nd by Phil 

Limmex Council 3450.  

 

Pres. Huttenhoff recognizes Delegate Field Agent Phil Limmex  from 

Council 3450, who moved that we suspend with election process for these 

positions on the board of Wisconsin Knights of Columbus Charities, Inc. 

and ask that a unanimous vote be cast for Dan Miller and Mark Jelinek for a 

two-year term to the board of Wisconsin Knights of Columbus Charities, 

Inc.. The motion was 2nd by Rich Mich, council 16022, Motion carried.  

 

Pres. Huttenhoff asks if there is any more business to be brought in front of 

this board, seeing none, at this time I would entertain a motion to close this 

business meeting of Wisconsin Knights of Columbus Charities, Inc. 

 

President Huttenhoff recognized Chris Kachur Council 14362 moved to 

adjourn, 2nd by Jacob Van Schyndel 10714, motion carried.  

 

Meeting is adjourned.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


