
 

From the desk of Faithful Navigator… 
Anthony Collins 
 

 

 

Prayer for the Canonization of  
Blessed Michael McGivney 

 

Founder of the Knights of Columbus  
 

God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you called your priest, 
Blessed Michael McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life and to lead the young to the 
generous service of their neighbor. Through the example of his life and virtue, may we follow your 
Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling his commandment of charity and building up his Body which 
is the Church. Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love so that 
we may continue his work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify 
Blessed Michael McGivney on earth according to the design of your holy will. Through his 
intercession, grant the favor I now present (here make your request). Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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From the desk of… 
Faithful Navigator SK Anthony Collins 

Willingness is the Key  

Once we have placed the key of willingness in the lock and have the door ever so 
slightly open, we find that we can always open it some more. 

From a book of daily readings in my personal collection. 
 

Brother Sir Knights, 

Not only is Lent in full swing but so is college basketball’s championship tournament 
season. Nearly every college basketball team in the country has an opportunity to be one 
of 68 teams to compete for the championship. 

Lent gives us all the opportunity to be the champion over the Devil’s temptations, using 
fasting and prayer. For forty days, Jesus walked in the desert without food and water and 
constantly under the Devil’s temptations.  

Sometimes when we complain about a little back pain or tired from work, or complain to 
the waiter that our food wasn’t to our liking, think about Jesus being hungry and thirsty 
in the desert, and the pain he felt being nailed to the cross. 

I have never really been one to give up something for Lent or fast on Friday’s, (why just 
Friday’s?), but this year I felt the calling, so I gave up sweets. Temptations have been 
everywhere, from engineer’s week celebrations at work, to my nephews first birthday 
party. I have stuck to my simple prayer, “God, just for today….”. It has worked so far 
during Lent, and for the last 27 years since I started praying to recover from other 
temptations.  

Our next meeting will be Tuesday March 28 at 7:30 pm, dinner will be served at 6:45 
pm. We will have an Officer’s Meeting at 6:pm. Topics to include, bank balance, budget, 
Memorial Mass and the golf tournament. Hope to see you there!   

Thank you and God Bless! 

Vivat Jesus 

Prayer for the Canonization of  
Blessed Michael McGivney 

 

Founder of the Knights of Columbus  
 

God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you called your priest, 
Blessed Michael McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life and to lead the young to the generous 
service of their neighbor. Through the example of his life and virtue, may we follow your Son, Jesus 
Christ, more closely, fulfilling his commandment of charity and building up his Body which is the Church. 
Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love so that we may continue 
his work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify Blessed Michael 
McGivney on earth according to the design of your holy will. Through his intercession, grant the favor I 
now present (here make your request). 
 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.  



Excerpt from….. 

A Catholic Patriotism 
by James Kalb 

The Catholic World Report 
April 13. 2015 

 

How should we be good Catholics and good Americans? 

Until recently that did not seem to be an issue to most of us. Separation of Church 
and State appeared to reconcile the Faith with a secular pluralist public order. 
The arrangement seemed to leave room for each to be what it is, do what it does, 
and cooperate in building a world that would be increasingly adequate to man’s 
material, social, and spiritual needs. 

That view looks increasingly unrealistic today. Policies cannot be coherent or 
rational unless they are oriented toward definite goals and standards. Modern 
governments believe themselves responsible for human well-being in general. To 
carry out that responsibility they necessarily adopt a particular understanding of 
man and his good and try to bring human life in line with it. That understanding 
is resolutely secular, so that’s the direction they push life. 

Progress always wants more, so as the project goes forward the pushes get 
harder. Government feels obligated, in the name of equality, harmony, and 
human well-being, to reform people in more and more ways, so it treats fewer 
and fewer aspects of life as beyond its reach. After all, how can public authorities 
safeguard individual health or reform gender relations without subjecting things 
to regulation that once seemed personal? So they end up trying to reshape all 
aspects of life in accordance with their own understandings. 

It turns out that secularity and pluralism are neither tolerant nor pluralistic. 
They are governing philosophies, and insist on some things and exclude others. 
To make matters worse they recognize no principle higher than themselves, so 
their demands eventually become absolute. All else must give way before them, 
and in the end no room remains for God—a competing authority—unless He 
stops being God and becomes a poetic expression of the official outlook. 

What to do? First, it is clear that the Faith comes before any secular cause, so if 
American beliefs come to be at odds with it we have to part ways with them. That 
has always been the case, but for a while the issue seemed only theoretical. Now 
that the conflict looks all too real we must accept and deal with it. 

Doing so is our obligation as citizens as well as Catholics, and it’s the most 
important aspect of our participation in public life today. America is not a system 
of beliefs but millions of people living together, so rejecting some beliefs now 
treated as official is not rejecting America. As Catholics, citizens, and human 
beings we are obligated to promote the common good of those with whom we 
live, and if there are beliefs and habits that injure the common good we should do 
what we can to improve matters. 

The best way we can do so is offer an alternative, and we can do that by living as 
Catholics and defending the legitimacy and rightness of doing so. America needs 
a way of life that is more functional, rewarding, and solidly based than what pop 
culture and certified experts have to offer. The best thing we can do is present 
one. That means we must regroup and reform, so that we once again have a way 
of life that is noticeably different from that of our neighbors. If we don’t then 
we’re not contributing what we can to our country. 
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