KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS, HOLY CROSS, COUNCIL, 7414
BUSINESS MEETING, 5/26 /2026
Spiritual Leader was excused
Grand Knight led us in prayer and Pledge of allegiance recited

Meeting was initiated at 7:00pm

GRAND KNIGHT REPORT:

e Worthy asked if everyone had read the minutes from the April meeting, and asked
if any corrections were needed? None mentioned. Motion was made to be
approved. Approved.

e He mentioned that the Columbiettes dinner was a great success! Thank you very
much for everyone’s support.

e Membership dues are still $20.

e Returned from this year’s convention and will touch on it briefly, Bill Ried will give a
full report at the next meeting.

e The per diem amount for council members will increase from $12 to $14. Financial
Secretary has initiated the dues collection tonight. We are not changing our dues.
Our dues provide funds for the state and supreme which collected $6 and
assuming the state will follow suit. If what we collect from the members does not
cover it the council will pick it up and send in the extra dollars per head If supreme
amount goes up, we will relook what we must charge per member at this time next
year.

e We have another load of state tickets to sell, and he will be the person in charge
and will ask another brother to assist. The tickets will be for sale at every knight
function and ask Bingo for their support. DD mentioned that the splitis now 50
/50, for ticket sold, the council receives 2 of the sale.

e GKalso spoke about funds set aside for the wheelchair purchase. Gerry Lewis’s
son typically runs the operation. Brother Bill Ried approached the wheelchair
booth and asked about the chair purchase and oversee the distribution or do we
just need to give to you, and you need to decide who receives them globally. The
person mentioned that he didn’t have enough storage for all the chairs. Worst case
scenario is we will give the money to the wheelchair person, and we can’t control
where they go, that is ok. We will have a wheelchair Sunday to see if we can get the
congregation involved in it.
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Ideally, we wanted to support local groups in need, Vets, Children. We are going to
investigate further.

TREASURER REPORT, MIKE HEALY

e Asoftodayin the checking account, we have $18,352.23

e Kof C charitable account, the “ultrasound “$11,145.35

e Our Orioles concession participation came in for $ 5,263.00, this an increase of a
$1000 from last season.

e The diocese contacted brother Mike regarding an endowment set up by PGK, Ty
McDaniel so the council would always have funds to distribute and assist
seminarians, we get $550 from that fund and augment as needed. The diocese
said that the check had not been cashed yet. They will reissue another check for
$586 to go towards Seminarians. During new business we will entertain the
amount to be $600.

e Checks disbursed; expenses to Frank Villante for buying all the White shirts
$2,185.65

e Paid Ferraro Grill, $ 1,925,65 for the Columbiettes dinner.

e Convention expenses to the GK for $ 422 and for Bill Ried $ 382.

e Weissued a $7,000 check to the CFA with the proceeds of our Fish Fry, which the
Grand Knight will deliver to the office.

e Worthy also mentioned that we used to cut the checks to Seminarian Jacob to do
whatever his need was. When Father Jacob became a priest, brother Ty
suggested for GK approach the diocese and ask which seminarians were in most
need of support. The diocese rep identified two gentlemen in need of financial
support. The checks distribution will be cut by the diocese and deposited in the
seminarians account and recommended items that they buy to support their
school year. We are supporting two seminarians.

MEMBERSHIP REPOPRT: MIKE BRAGG

e We have a new brother joined the council, Geovany Cruz.
e GKneeds QR cards for another potential brother to join us.
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COMMUNITY REPORT: FRANK VILLANTE

June 21%tthere will be another blood drive, at the 7ELEVEN, the last drive we had
15 units.

The Winn Dixie tootsie roll went well. We need your help with the Publix 41 event.
This is a great fund raiser location. | made a nice-looking sign which tells
customers what we are doing there and for whom we are raising the funds for.
The scheduled time is May 29" and 30™.

FOURTH DEGREE: FAITHFULL NAVIGATOR, BOB WAMBACKER

There will be one 4" degree exemplification in Davie, Florida.

The wife’s dinner appreciation is on June 7™, at 2pm at the Mother Cabrini
Center. Contact WGK. Price is $17 per person.

First responders’ meal will be on again this year with more information coming
up.

DISTRICT DEPUTY REPORT; JOHN HENSON

Brother John Kreger was nominated but not elected to attend the Supreme
convention.

Bill Ried will give us an update on the Convention.

There are two things that | need from this council, we need to hit STAR, we need
two members and SQ7 report which is a list of the programs that we supported.
Turnitin ASAP in case it gets kicked back.

If we need any help with the wheelchair purchase, contact John Curran from
Saint Peter and Paul.

| am officially stepping down as DD. John Kreger will be stepping up as the new
DD for 206 / 2027 year.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Brother Mike Bragg asked the question if this is the proper time to bring up the
Ultrasound fuds transfer from the Fish Fries funds. GK wanted to be tabled at this
time. The reason for that is that Worthy GK, Ron Merigold had already made the
Phillips Rep., at the convention, aware of our financial need for the ultrasound.
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e Phillips Inc. donated a $7,500 grant toward the machine. The representative asked
Grand Knight Tim to announce it at today’s meeting and said the paperwork process
is starting. We also need to contact the Diocese to determine which organization
will receive the machine next. There are three tiers of ultrasound machines. The one
that | saw was so clear, could see the baby so amazing.

e PLEASE GIVE RON MERIGOLD A BIG THANK YOU!!!!

e DD mentioned that the machines make the woman realize that she has a life in her.

e Nativity scenes and spider mats are available from Lyle and Tom. A motion was
made to resell the nativities and others. It was second and approved. A profit will be
given to our council as to the sales. Some of the materials will be sold throughout
the year. Frank V suggested having the prototype displayed on our properties to get
our neighbors involved. Suggestion was made by Paul Carbonari to contact other
establishments and display them on their properties. GK also mentioned to have
other Churches involved in displays and sale.

e Worthy mentioned that we need to work on the fall 2026 and January 2027 through
June activities schedule. He asked Kregg and Frank to assist him. Kregg and Frank
gave Worthy a list of possible events, Social and fund raisers type. Any fund raisers
events need to be a revenue shared event. Your input will be part of the process.

NEW BUSINESS

e New officers’ selections for 2027 year. Brother Mike Healy presented the following
names and positions:
e In addition to this entry, please see the attachment.
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2026 -2027 Leadership: *

» Grand Knight Tim Mercurio
» Deputy Grand Knight Thomas Rusher
» Financial Secretary David Renzi
» Chancellor Mike Bragg
» Recorder Francis Villante
» Treasurer Michael Healy
» Advocate Howard Little
» Warden Kregg Boreani
» Inside Guard Tim Duren
» Outside Guard Paul Carbonari
» Trustees 1yr Edward Mottaz
» Trustees 2yr Ray Barbic
» Trustees 3yr Bill Reid
» Chaplain Fr. Leszek Trojanowski
» Lecturer Deacon Craig Dutka
*Officers elected via motions on May 26, 2026.
Four Main Officers:
» Position of Grand Knight Tim Mercurio
» Deputy Grand Knight Thomas Rusher
» Chancellor Michael Bragg
» Warden Kregg Boreani

Motion made to cast the rest of the ballots on one vote, Michael Bragg. Motion made and
approved.

Michael Healy presented the following; if there is anybody interested in the position of
Recorder, Treasurer, Advocate, Guard or Trustee, make yourself known at this time.None
made. Motion was made for one unanimous vote and approved.

Financial Secretary David Renzi is nominated by Supreme and has one year remaining.
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Under new Business:

>
>

Brother Howard Little is relocating to Fort Wayne, Indiana.

Howard also needs religious material (bibles, rosary literature) for a personin India.
Please donate what you can. Suggestions were made to make a personal monetary
donation to help Howard with shipping costs. Great way to evangelize.

JUNE EVENTS:

A\

A\

Y

>
>

June 14, need to put up flags along US41along the church.

June 17, there will be a Webinar. Link to be available soon. Need 14 brothers to
attend.

June16is our planned meeting.

June 23 is our planned meeting

June 28 will be the Officers’ installation, in the hall. We need to reschedule. It will
be a coordinated effort with the Columbiettes.

June 30" is the potluck. Special speaker to attend.

July 4™ is a flag waving ceremony in Parrish, Chin and US301, at 9am. Cabrini is
sponsoring it.

July 21 is the planning meeting

July 28 is our council meeting

DD mentioned that Supreme has a Vehicle license plate offer. A link should be on the state

web site.

TRESURER, MIKE HEALY, mentioned that the SP7, Columbian award, needs to be
completed by the end of next month, we need to make a Tootsie Roll donation this year. A
motion was made by Mike that we write a check for $2500 to Special Olympics, Manatee
County out of the $3000 that it’s already in the account. Motion was made and passed.

Grand Knight mentioned that during the Convention, Saint Mary Academy received
$30,000.00 from the State council for new updated tablets for the students.

Worthy gave Joanne and Frank Villante the Family of the month award.

Tim Duren and Howard Little were honored to be Knights of the month. Both are great

examples of a good and faithful Knight.
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LECTURER: DEACON CRAIG

» Very difficult for me to be here given all my responsibilities. We have a new Bishop,
Emilio. In June all the Deacons will meet with him. Keep him in your prayers.

» Deaconinformed all of us that he doesn’t get paid and gave a description of what a
Deacon is and his responsibilities.

GRAND KNIGHT CONCLUSION:

When GK was a young boy, his father said to him that our priority in life is our GOD, your
bank statement will tell you where your priorities are. Life is about priorities.

Scott Vincent Bora was ordained a priest last Friday in a diocese in California. For a very
long time he was a single man and owner of the ELF cosmetic company for women. Scott
had everything! But soon he realized that something was missing, it was his priority of God
in his life. He sold his business, and with some of the funds he took care of his family and
the needy. He needed the Holy Spirit in his life.

GK and brother Bill met the Holy Father’s brother at the convention and in the conversation,
he mentioned that he had drifted away. After his brother became the pope, it took a very
short time for him to return to his catholic roots. What we prioritize will drive our life.

Sick or in Distress:

PGK Ed Mottaz and his wife Kathy

The Pope’s brother Lou, who is dealing with cancer
Jackie Weigly

Brother Franz Bower

Tenly, back surgery

Evangelization growth at Holy Cross

Closing Prayer led by Worthy GK.

Meeting adjourned at 8:38pm.

Francis Villante, Recorder







