
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS, HOLY CROSS, COUNCIL 7414 

BUSINESS MEETING, FEBRUARY 24 -2026 

 

The meeting began at 7:00pm 

• Prayers and pledge of allegiance recited 
• Grand Knight asked if everyone had read the previous meeting minutes in  

UKNIGHT.ORG Motion was made to second it and approved. 

• No Chaplin present 

 

GRAND KNIGHT REPORT. 

• GK will present deeper information regarding its report in the later part of the meeting. Just 
general thank you currently. The Fish Fries, Blood Drive, and Tootsie Roll Drive have been 
very successful. Frank will go over each one. Thank you, we could not have done it without 
your support. This is the busiest time of the year to say the least. Let’s not forget the ball 
games at the Orioles concession stand. 

REASURER REPORT, MIKE HEALY. 

• Ultrasound account, $10,714.63, K of C charitable fund. We are at a point now to start 
talking about the Ultrasound machine details, acquisition. Worthy GK Ron Merigold from 
Cabrini can help us. 

• Checking account has $7,429.40. Some of this money is already committed. St Mary 
Academy will receive a check of $2300 from the Polish Dinner, Tootsie Roll drive at 
Detweiler generated, $ 2226. $992 is for the White Shirt drive for the Migrant workers. None 
of the Fish Fry money is in there, or any of the expenses, we have around $1900. The other 
bills have been paid. We paid Cabrini for the Tootsie Roll purchase. 

• Brother Mike gave a Fish Fry breakdown: 
✓ #1 sales $1640, Expenses $ 1814 
✓ #2 sales $2610, Expenses $ 463 
✓ Total sales $ 4250, Total expenses $2277, Net Profit $1973. 
✓ Meals served #1, 131. Meal #2, 206. (trending in the right direction). 

• The Columbiettes gave us an additional $ 200, not deposited yet, earmarked for the White 
Shirt fund, which will put that drive at around $1200. 
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• A $2000 check was made out to the Knights of Columbus, not much info to go with. 
Further research by Mike Healy, told us that it was from Brother George Jacovich, a council 
7414 member (retired, NY) 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR, MIKE BRAGG 

• We are having two drives this weekend and the next. We are handing out business cards 
and scanning the QR code. Worthy GK asked if there was a signup sheet, so you know who 
is helping. 

• Mike was receptive to other knight’s ideas suggesting such as to invite male parishioners 
to join us for Pizza and soft drinks to explain the Knights financial benefits. Another 
suggestion is to imitate the business cards write up and place the placards on each fish fry 
table for each to read. No response from the Hispanic team. There is lots of male 
parishioners that come to the Fish Fries, and we could show them the Knights videos as 
far as financial benefits, Faith, Family, and others. Good idea, but Noise is a problem. 

• Let’s move with the Pizza night. We need to work with logistics. I think father is ok. Our goal 
is to get it done by June. We need to have 14 new prospects; some could be Knights. We 
need to have 3 more people join our council to meet our required goal. Brother David has 
two potential candidates but is struggling to reach them. Mike asked for their names and 
phone #s. 

 

 

WORTHY DEPUTY GK REPORT: 

Community Chairman.  Frank V covered for brother Steve. 

• Sunday Blood Drive was great, 12 units donated. Trending as in the past. Next is on April 
12th, 2026. 

• White Shirt drive, $992 donated from our Church doners. In addition, $200 donated by the 
Columbiettes. Total $ 1192. 

• Saint Mary Academy had their own WS drive and we received $300 worth of shirts.  
• Mother Cabrini signed up for $500 donation to this event. I will contact Worthy GK Ron 

Merigold to ensure the donation is still considered. 
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• The presentation of the shirts will be around mid-April at John Falkner Farm 
• Columbiettes gave us $200 to support this event. 
• Brother Frank asked the brothers that if they know of any other Farms in need to please let 

him know. 
• Tootsie Roll at Detweiler was great, the 3rd day was a blessing.  

 

GUEST, FAITHFUL NAVIGATOR, PATRICK FERRELL, BOB WAMBACHER. 

• Worthy explained that he was not here to ask anyone to join any specific 4th degree 
assembly. 

• He explained what the 4th degree assembly is and what it does. The goal is to increase the 
4th degree assembly by 60%. There are several events that we do, one is that we provide 
food to EMTs, Police officers, Deputies, north of the river. In addition, we have a Wives 
appreciation Dinner every year, the Parrish parade, we also were here at Holy Cross, for 
Father Jason first Mass. 

• The upcoming drive will be held at Saint Elizabeth in Naples on May 9th, 2026. Most of 
them are around Thanksgiving 

DISTRICT DEPUTY REPORT. 

• He thanked us for those that attended his Father’s funeral. 
• Mother Cabrini has an exemplification on April 21st. Contact GK if we have any 

candidates. DD suggested asking the RCIA candidates. GK is working on it. 
• The first thing about NEW BUSINESS is the convention delegates. The Financial Secretary 

must receive the list of attendees for the convention by April 1st (backups also). 
• We also need to work on the new Officers for the new year. Next month will be the first 

reading on new candidates. 

 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY REPORT. 

• None currently. Working with Treasurer as to the final details. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS, GK. 

• Need a partner for the State Convention. May 22nd is Memorial Day weekend. I would like 
to be there by 10:00am. I also need a back up Team. Mike Healy made a motion for the 
council to nominate GK, Tim Mercurio and Membership Director Mike Bragg as the 
delegates for the upcoming Florida State convention. Motion made and carried.  

• Back up Team is, Frank Villante, Bill Ried. 
• District Advertisement cost will be split is six ways. 
• GK mentioned that we need the list of upcoming year Officers by March 17th. Ray Barbic 

will be sending out a text message and email asking for open positions. Worthy 
emphasized that you could place your name for a specific officer and you may change it 
later, in April. But when we get by the 3rd reading in May it will be locked in! and elected 
in June 2026. 

• Worthy also mentioned that the Lector, Chaplin and Financial Secretary are appointed 
by Supreme. DD also mentioned that you can change your mind and run in the election. 
The council will need to do a paper routing. It has happened before. 

• GK emphasized communicating with Ray and not him. Please think about becoming an 
Officer. 

• Orioles baseball games. Kathleen Frey gave a list of all the Sarasota games. Worthy went 
down the various positions to be filled. Copies handed out. 

• Please support Deacon Craig for the upcoming Saint Carlo Acutis presentation this 
Saturday the 28th, here in the hall, 8am to 11:30. This is a Lenten inspiration. Please help 
him if you can. Light breakfast will be available. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS, GK 

• Pope Leo the 14th, latest book, “Peace be with you” auditable is now available in the 
USA. 

• Worthy mentioned that there are no Holy water fountains during Lent. Pope Leo allows 
any Church to their preference. Father Teo preference is not to have water, because it 
reminds us that in Lent we are still in the desert. It’s only mandatory during the Tridium. 
The Holy water fountains will be filled after the Easter season is concluded. 
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• Membership drives this weekend and, on the 7th, and the 8th of March. 
• Lenten Food Drive is scheduled to start this weekend and ends March 22nd. Most of the 

food collected will stay here in Palmetto, we will give Stillpoint an adequate amount due 
to sanctioning by the Supreme council so we can apply for food financial 
reimbursement. Leasure Lakes will receive softer food due to elders’ occupancy. 

 

NEW BUSINESS, GK 

• March Fish Fries are scheduled for March 6th,13th,20th,27th. 
• The next meeting planned for is on March 17th, and the Business Meeting is on March 24th 

at 7pm. 
• A brother Knight donated $2000. Brother Mike Healy encouraged to add $100 to the 

donation and purchase 13 wheelchairs, 4 to stay here at Holy Cross, council 7414. Each 
unit cost $150. Discussions held. Motion was made and approved.  DD mentioned that 
at the convention there will be Ultrasound and Wheelchair companies to help answer 
questions. 

• Worthy apologized for not adding Blood Drive to the bulletin. No problem. 
• FS sent out a list of all brother knights. Contact someone from the list. Stay in touch with 

the UKNIGHT.ORG, so much to read and learn from it. 
• Question was asked about the bulletin advertising entries. Worthy will investigate it. 

 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION, GK 

• Family of the month, Bill and Chris Ried. Worthy mentioned all the work that they have 
contributed to. Photos taken. 

• Knight of the month, Paul Carbonara (not present). A transfer from NY. Paul is a Great 
value to the council and very conscientious. 

 

LECTURER, not present 
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LECTURER, not present 

 

• GK stepped in. Jesus said, what good is salt if it loses it flavor except to be discarded 
and trampled underfoot. Who was Jesus speaking to? How did they understand what 
he was saying and meaning to them. What did that mean to us 2000years ago? 

• The Salt was used to preserve food, pay for labor. Today, for us salt is our word, what 
we say, how we act. On Easter Sunday we can look in the mirror and hope to say, I am 
worth my weight in salt. 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK. 

• Dan Lindelow 
• Ed Mottaz 
• John and Marta Gianfrancesco 
• Diana (Columbiettes) 
• Barbara Di Pietro 
• Calvin Murphy 
• Patricia Ligotti 

 

Closing Prayer, GK 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:10pm 

 

Francis Villante, recorder 

________________________________ 
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