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Instructions for the Knights of Columbus 
 Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest 2024 
Background: 
Every fall, the Knights of Columbus sponsors a Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest to 
encourage today’s youth to be more connected to their community and their faith.  Winners will 
be awarded a monetary one-time scholarship. 
 
Who Can Participate?  
We encourage Catholics in 8th through 12th grade from public, private, or home schools to 
participate. 
 
This Year’s Topic: 
Given: Virtue is a habitual and frim disposition to do good.  It governs our acts, orders our 
passions, and guides our conduct by reason and faith.  It also encourages Christians to live in 
a relationship with the Holy Trinity. The call to live a virtuous life applies to individuals in every 
state of live and occupation, including our elected officials. 
 

The essay should be approximately 500 – 750 words on the following topic: 

What are the two most important virtues for an 
elected leader to possess, and why? How can 
you determine if the leader has these virtues? 

 

All entries must be received by November 1st 2024 
 
How to Participate: 

 Print the Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest Entry Form (next page) 

 Complete the form with parental or guardian signature 

 Submit the form and the essay to: 

St Bernadette Catholic Church Parish office  
Knights of Columbus Mail Box 
16245 N 60th Street, Scottsdale, AZ 85254 

 

Rules: Essay must reflect the assigned theme and be the student’s original work. Essay must be typed 
and be between 500 and 750 words. The student’s name should appear only on the official entry form.  
All entries become property of the Knights of Columbus and will not be returned. 
Judging: Judges (three or more) will be selected by Knights of Columbus Council 12164.  The scoring 
will be based on a 100 point system:  35 points for Content (how thoroughly is the topic examined?) 30 
points for Grammar (How well is the essay written with respect to sentence and paragraph 
construction?) 35 points: Style (Does the essay show creativity, imagination and development of the 
topic in a logical and compelling style?) 
 
 

For questions, contact Dennis Logue (603)667-3957    doctord@cox.net



 

 St. Bernadette Knights of Columbus Council #12164  Page 2 of 2 
16245 N. 60th Street  Scottsdale, AZ 85254 

File Name: Instructions for the Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest 

 


