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Grand Knight’'s Report — GK Craig Robinson

Two themes dominate the month of November annually, Veterans Day and
Thanksgiving.

/At the 11th hour on the 11th day of the 11th month of 1918, the Great War ends. At
5 a.m. that morning, Germany, bereft of manpower and supplies and faced with
imminent invasion, signed an armistice agreement with the Allies in a railroad car
outside Compiégne, France. The First World War left nine million soldiers dead and
21 million wounded, with Germany, Russia, Austria-Hungary, France and Great
Britain each losing nearly a million or more lives. In addition, at least five million
civilians died from disease, starvation or exposure.

Background data taken from (Armistice Day: World War | ends | November 11, 1918 |
HISTORY).

Thanksgiving may be America’s most beloved national holiday, but its history is all
over the place. Even the details of the famous feast between the Plymouth Colony
settlers and the Wampanoag Native Americans in November of 1621 are sketchy.
The best account we have is a letter from English settler Edward Winslow that never
mentions the word “Thanksgiving,” but tells of a weeklong harvest celebration that
included a three-day celebration with King Massasoit and 90 Wampanoag men “so
we might after a more special manner rejoice together.”

Background data taken from (Thanksgiving History Facts and Trivia | HISTORY).

Our Parish Breakfast this month was particularly successful, given that it was
specifically designated to support Rev. Bryce Baumann, who grew up in this parish
and was ordained on May 24" of this year. Attendance was at capacity levels and
donations exceed our average collections from previous months. We look forward
to seeing Rev. Bryce again upon his expected return from Rome in December.

Special Olympics Bowling was a great success this year at both venues of Bowlero
Dallas (Addison) and Bowlero Garland. Bowlers exceeded 300 at the Garland
location, having as many as eight per lane for the 50 lanes operating. There were
plenty of Knights available to hang the medals on the winners.

Charity is the first pillar of commitment in our Order and this month one of our
Brother Knights has demonstrated this ideal with his musical talents. He and his
bandmates donate 100% of their proceeds to area food banks, as reported on pages
24-25 of this newsletter.

Vivat Jesus,

Craig L. Robinson

Council 7850
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Knight of the Month
November 2025

Council 7850’s Knight of the Month for
this month is Dennis DeMetsenaere,
recognized for his achievements in the
support of Community and Charity
activity.

Although a regular at the monthly
Minnie's Food Pantry volunteer effort,
he commits additional days to this
cause. He has demonstrated his
musical talents by playing keyboards
in several bands that donate their
proceeds to area food banks. Most
recently he and his bandmates played
at the Intrinsic Smokehouse Brewery
in downtown Garland on November
15", More on this event is covered in
this  newsletter. If you like
contemporary jazz, you will love this.

Thank you, Dennis, for your active
involvement and commitment to the
success of the Knights of Columbus
and Council 7850.

Family of the Month
November 2025

Council 7850's Family of the Month for
this month is the Landry family, Terrell
and Sue. Terrell and Sue are recognized
for their presentation of the gifts at the
Memorial Mass.

This event is an annual homage to the
Knights of our parish who have passed
during the past year. Given that Terrell is
an Air Force Veteran, it is fitting that he
and his wife Sue be selected to present
the gifts for the celebration of this
Memorial Mass. All but two of our passed
Brother Knights this year were Veterans
and Terrell, being our Deputy Grand
Knight and Eucharistic Minister, he and
Sue were selected to present the gifts at
the Mass for supporting the Faith Service
Program.

We thank the Landry family for their
enthusiastic support of Council 7850,
another true example of the Catholic
Family.

Family of the Month, Terrell & Sue

Knight of the Month, Dennis Land
DeMetsenaere. andry.
Council 7850 http://kofc7850.0rg Page 2
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All Saints' Day is a solemn holy day of the
Catholic Church celebrated annually on
November 1. The day is dedicated to the saints
of the Church, that is, all those who have
attained heaven. It should not be confused with
All Souls' Day, which is observed on November
2, and is dedicated to those who have died and
not yet reached heaven.

Although millions, or even billions of people may
already be saints, All Saints' Day observances
tend to focus on known saints --that is those
recognized in the canon of the saints by the
Catholic Church.

All Saints' Day is also commemorated by members of the Eastern Orthodox Church as
well as some protestant churches, such as Lutheran and Anglican churches.

Generally, All Saints' Day is a Catholic Holy Day of Obligation, meaning all Catholics
are required to attend Mass on that day, unless they have an excellent excuse, such
as serious illness.

Other countries have different rules according to their national bishop's conferences.
The bishops of each conference have the authority to amend the rules surrounding the
obligation of the day.

All Saints' Day was formally started by Pope Boniface IV, who consecrated the
Pantheon at Rome to the Virgin Mary and all the Martyrs on May 13 in 609 AD. Boniface
IV also established All Souls’ Day, which follows All Saints.

The choice of the day may have been intended to co-opt the pagan holiday "Feast of
the Lamures," a day which pagans used to placate the restless spirits of the dead.

The holy day was eventually established on November 1 by Pope Gregory Il in the
mid-eighth century as a day dedicated to the saints and their relics. The May 13
celebration was subsequently abandoned.

In Ireland, the Church celebrated All Saints' Day on April 20, to avoid as_sociatin% the
day with the traditional harvest festivals and pagan feasts associated with Samhain,
celebrated at the same time.

Following the establishment of the Frankish Empire, and following the reign of
Charlemagne, the holy day, which was already celebrated on November 1, became a
holy day of obligation by decree of Pope Gregory IV and Louis the Pious, who was king
over a portion of Charlemagne's former empire.

Council 7850 http://kofc7850.0rg Page 3
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Following the Protestant Reformation, many Protestants retained the holy day, although
they dismissed the need to pray for the dead. Instead, the day has been used to
commemorate those who have recently died, usually in the past year, and to remember
the examples of those who lived holy lives.

The Catholic practice however, celebrates all those who have entered heaven,
including saints who are recognized by the Church and those who are not.

Hol?/ day customs vary around the world. In the United States, the day before is
Halloween and is usua@/ celebrated by dressing in costumes with themes of death
commonly associated. Children go door-to-door in costume, trick-or-treating, that is
soliciting candy from their neighbors. The holiday has lost much of its connection to its
religious origins.

Although nearly everyone celebrates Halloween for the fun of the secular holiday, the
following re|I§?IOUS solemnity, is not widely practiced or acknowledged by most
Americans unless they are Catholic.

In other countries, such as Portugal, Spain and Mexico, traditional practices include
performance of the play, "Don Juan Tenorio" and offerings made to the dead. All Saints'
Say occurs on the same day as the Mexican "Dide los Innocentes” a day dedicated to
deceased children.

Across much of Europe, the da% is commemorated with offerings of flowers left on the
raves of the dead. In Eastern Europe, candles are lit on graves instead of offerings of
owers.

In some places, such as the Philippines, graves can be painted and repaired by famiIY
ger?beDrs. Many of these practices blur the distinction between All Saints' Day and All
ouls' Day.

These celebrations often blur the distinction between All Saints' Day, which is properly
dedicated to those who are in heaven, and All Souls' Day, on which prayers are offered
for all those who have died, but have not yet reached heaven.

I2n Mexico, the Day of the Dead holy days extend from October 31 through November

It is important to remember these basic facts:

Halloween is a secular holiday that comes the night before All Saints' Day.
All Saints' Day is on November 1, and it is a Holy Day of Obligation.

All Souls' Day in on November 2, and it is NOT a Holy Day of Obligation.

The Day of the Dead is a Mexican holiday that has spread in Popularity into parts of the
United States and across Latin America. It is celebrated from October 31 through
November 2, to coincide with both the American tradition and the Catholic holy days.
Those three days are dedicated to all of the dead.to all of the dead.

Baclground data taken from (All Saints' Day - Saints & Angels - Catholic Online).
SK Craig Robinson
Grand Knight
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All Souls’ Day

All Souls Day is a holy day set aside for honoring
the dead. The day is primarily celebrated in the
Catholic Church, but it is also celebrated in the
Eastern Orthodox Church and a few other
denominations of Christianity. The Anglican
church is the largest protestant church to celebrate
the holy day. Most protestant denominations do
not recognize the holiday and disagree with the
theology behind it.

According to Catholic belief, the soul of a person
who dies can go to one of three places. The firstis
heaven, where a person who dies in a state of
perfect grace and communion with God goes. The
second is hell, where those who die in a state of

mortal sin are naturally condemned by their choice. The intermediate option is
purgatory, which is thought to be where most people, free of mortal sin, but still in a
state of lesser (venial) sin, must go.

Purgatory is necessary so that souls can be cleansed and perfected before they enter
into heaven. There is scriptural basis for this belief. The primary reference is in 2
Maccabees, 12:26 and 12:32. "Turning to supplication, they prayed that the sinful deed
1Enlght be fully blotted out... Thus made atonement for the dead that they might be free
rom sin."

Additional references are found in Zechariah, Sirach, and the Gospel of Matthew.
Jewish tradition also reinforces this belief as well as the tradition and teaching of the
Church, which has been affirmed throughout history.

Consistent with these teachings and traditions, Catholics believe that through the
prayﬁrs of the faithful on Earth, the dead are cleansed of their sins so they may enter
Into heaven.

The belief in purgatory has not been without controversy. Certainly, some flagrant
abuses of the doctrine were used to raise money for the Church during the renaissance.
Famously, Martin Luther argued with the monk, Johan Tetzel, over the sale of
indulgences. Indulgences were sold as spiritual pardons to the poor and applied to the
souls of the dead (or the living) to get people into heaven. The abuse of indulgences
and the blatant, sometimes fraudulent practice of selling indulgences for money, led to
Luther's protest.

When Martin Luther translated the Bible into German, he omitted the seven books of
the canon which refer to prayers for the dead. He then introduced the heretical belief
thatof)eople are simply saved, or not, and argued that there is no need to pray for the
dead to get them into heaven.

Council 7850 http://kofc7850.0rg Page 5
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The Church reeled from Luther's accusation, and reformed its practice of selling
indulgences. However, it reemphasized the Biblical and traditional practice of praying
for the departed and the importance of such prayers.

All Souls Day is celebrated in much of the western world on November 2. Other rites
have their own celebrations. The Eastern Orthodox Church has several such days
throughout the year, mostly on Saturdays. All Souls Day is not a hoI%/ day of obligation.
It should not be confused with All Saints' Day, which is a holy day of obligation.

Many cultures also mark the day differen'gy. In North America, Americans may say extra
prayers or light candles for the departed. In parts of Latin America, families visit the
graves of their ancestors and sometimes leave food offerings for the departed.

Background data taken from (All Souls' Day - Saints & Angels - Catholic Online).
SK Craig Robinson
Grand Knight

Knights’ Parish Breakfast

The Knights of Council 7850 resumed their Parish Pancake Breakfasts on November
2" This event, held on the first Sunday of the month from September to May after the
8:00 & 10:00 Masses, is a favorite by all parishioners. This month, the proceeds were
designated to support Rev. Bryce Baumann. Both attendance and donations exceeded
those from previous months, a reflection of the Knights supporting our Priests,
especially one who grew up in our parish.

There were 23 Knights working on this event. In addition to working in the kitchen or
on the serving line, some Knights staffed a recruiting table to answer questions about
becoming a Knight. This practice has enabled us to consistently surpass our annual
membership growth and be awarded Star Council status.

The Knights are a family organization and our activities represent family participation
and, for this event, represent serving the families of the parish. The Knights of Council
7850 look forward to serving the parish during subsequent events like this through the
upcoming months.

Pictures of this activity are shown on the following pages.

Bruce Jenniges
Event Chairman
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(§ ac Ié?i Special Olympics

Bowling

It is our vision to become the premier |Erovider of Special Olympics training and
competition in the world. We approach each endeavor with a single intent - to improve
the quality of life for our athletes. The challenges of the future are embraced with
enthusiasm and commitment, ensuring that the changing face and needs of our athletes
are met.

The mission of Special Olympics is to provide year-round sports training and athletic
competition in a variety of Olympic-type sports for children and adults with intellectual
disabilities, giving them continuing opportunities to develop physical fitness,
demonstrate courage, experience joy and(gartlcnpate in a sharing of gifts, skills and
friendship with their families, other Special Olympics athletes and the community.

Special Olympics Texas athletes must train for a minimum of eight weeks prior to each
competition. Volunteer coaches, who are required to first complete a certification
program and attend seasonal training schools, are responsible for training the athletes.
Competition officials and event directors are also required to attend training schools.

Dive into the heart of fun at Bowlero Garland, the best family-friendly entertainment
destination in Garland, TX. With 58 high-quality bowling lanes and free WiFi, our fully
wheelchair-accessible center welcomes guests of all ages and skill levels and provides
unparalleled bowling in Garland, TX.

There’s more to explore! Bowlero Garland features an exhilarating arcade, a sports bar
with refreshing drinks and delicious food, and a cozy lounge area. Visit our on-site pro
shop for all your bowling needs, and consider our private event rooms. For unbeatable
Fleas aand la memorable experience, use our online lane reservations to secure your
ane today!

This year, Council 7850 has é)rovided 18 volunteers for a total of 164 hours supportin
Spe?_lal Olympics events of Basketball, Track & Field, Summer Games, Aquatics an
owling.

Background data for Special Olympics taken from (About Us).

Bowlero Garland data taken from (Bowling Alley, Sports Bar, Event Venue, & More | Bowlero Garland).
SK Jim Goode

Event Chairman
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Sir Knights Craig Robinson (SEAS) and Phil Apgar (Our Lady of Angels).
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Sir Knights Craig Robinson (SEAS) and Ken Pavolonis (St. Gabriel).

Background data for Special Olympics taken from (About Us).

Bowlero Garland data taken from (Bowling Alley, Sports Bar, Event Venue, & More | Bowlero Garland).
SK Jim Goode

Event Chairman
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Weekly Rosary

Faith Director Tom Juneau hosts weeklé/ Rosary recitals on Monday nights from 7:00pm
to 7:30pm. These sessions are held in the FFC Chapel on the first and second
Mondays, when the Knights meet for the Officers’ Business Meetings and Membership
Meetings respectively. Other Monday night sessions are virtual via Zoom.

Tom provides the link for these virtual meetings to attendees, along with assignments
for recital of each decade of the Rosary. These precious moments provide
contemplative prayer on the Joyful, Sorrowful, Glorious and Luminous Mysteries.

The Fifteen Promises of Mary to Christians Who Recite the Rosary

« Whoever faithfully serves me by the recitation of the rosary, shall receive signal
grace.

. | promise my special protection and the greatest graces to all those who shall
recite the rosary.

« The rosary shall be a powerful armor against hell, it will destroy vice, decrease
sin, and defeat heresies.

« It will cause virtue and good works to flourish; it will obtain for souls the abundant
mercy of God; it will withdraw the heart of men from the love of the world and its
vanities and will lift them to the desire of eternal things. Oh, that souls would
sanctify themselves by this means.

. The soul which recommends itself to me by the recitation of the rosary, shall not
perish.

« Whoever shall recite the rosary devoutly, applying himself to the consideration of
its sacred mysteries shall never be conquered by misfortune. God will not
chastise him in His justice, he shall not by an unprovided death; if he be just he
shall remain in the grace of God and become worthy of eternal life.

« Whoever shall have a true devaotion for the rosary shall not die without the
sacraments of the Church.

« Those who are faithful to recite the rosary shall have during their life and at their
death the light of God and the plenitude of His graces; at the moment of death
they shall participate in the merits of the saints in paradise.

. | shall deliver from purgatory those who have been devoted to the rosary.
. The faithful children of the rosary shall merit a high degree of glory in heaven.
« You shall obtain all you ask of me by the recitation of the rosary.

. All those who propagate the holy rosary shall be aided by me in their necessities.

Council 7850 http://kofc7850.0rg Page 13
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. | have obtained from my Divine Son that all the advocates of the rosary shall
have for intercessors the entire celestial court during their life and at the hour of
death.

. All who recite the rosary are my son, and brothers of my only son Jesus Christ.

. Devotion of my rosary is a great sign of predestination.

KNIGHTS AND THE FAMILY ROSARY EACH MONDAY

Come join us to pray the Rosary each Monday evening at 7:00 PM via Zoom platform. Prayers are powerful.
Emails are sent out by Tom Juneau each Monday with the link and the contemplation prayers, you can also find
these contemplation prayers and all the Mysteries on the 7850 website so everyone has a chance to follow along,
no matter which Mysteries we contemplate each Monday. These Rosary prayers are now open to ALL the Seton
Community, not just the Knights. Reach out to your SEAS friends to join us and forward them a copy of the
prayers and contemplations. They will thank you. We have had excellent response from the parish.

ENTER YOUR VOLUNTEER HOURS IN THE K OF C PORTAL

Each member should enter his volunteer hours in the portal for each event for which you volunteer.
This helps keep track of all the volunteer hours our Council logs each and every month, which is
important to our Council’'s standings with the District and Supreme. Log in to the Member portal at
Knights of Columbus St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Council #7850 (uknight.org) .

Promises of Mary taken from (The Holy Rosary - Prayers - Catholic Online).
Tom Juneau
Faith Director
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National Election Day

Elections were held in the United States, 2025 united States Elections
in large part, on November 4, 2025,

in Donald Trump’s second presidency. House Elections

The off-year

election included gubernatorial and state
legislative elections in a few states, as
well as numerous mayoral races and a
variety of other local offices on the
ballot. Special __elections to  the United
States _Conaress for newly vacant seats

also took place.

In what was widely described as a "blue
wave" election, Democrats both flipped
the governorship of Virginia and held onto Gubernatorial Elections
the governorship _of New Jersey by
landslide margins, flipped 13 seats in
the Virginia House of Delegates, flipped 5
seats in the New Jersey General
Assembly reaching a super majority in the
chamber, scored a decisive redistricting
referendum victory in California, and won
several other down-ballot statewide races
in Virginia, Pennsylvania and Georgia.

In New York City, Democrat and self-
identified democratic socialist Zohran

Mamdani won a three-way race in the mayoral election.

Democratic success in this election was driven by widespread concern over
the economy. Voters felt that Trump was failing to deliver on his 2024 campaign
Promlses of economic renewal from the 2021-2023 inflation surge. Many voters also
elt that Trump’s sweeping tariffs were worsening the state of the economy.

Voters in Virginia were impacted heavily by Trump's policies, as Northern Virginia is
home to many federal government workers who suffered either from the mass
Ian_offs ordered by Trump and Elon Musk with the Department of Government
Efficiency throughout the year or the concurrent federal government shutdown.

Hispanic voters swung hard to the Democratic Party after a string of rightward shifts
towards the Republican Party starting in 2020, calling into question a perceived
political realignment among the constituency. Some Hispanic voters expressed
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frustration during and after the election with Trump’s handling of the economy
and |CE's aggressive deportations under his administration.

Several elections also took place throughout the year, notably on April 1, 2025, which

included an election for the Wisconsin Supreme Court and two special elections for

g]e United States House of Representatives in Florida's 1st and 6th congressional
istricts.

Background data taken from (2025 United States elections - Wikipedia).
SK Craig Robinson
Grand Knight

Minnie's Food Pantry

Minnie's Food Pantry was named after Dr. Minnie
Hawthorne-Ewing who was a community leader with
a servant's heart. Minnie's Food Pantry is a 501(C)3
non-profit organization and is one of the largest food
pantries in North Texas.

Minnie's Food Pantry was named Community
Partner of The Year by The City of Plano! With four
locations in three states, Minnie's Food Pantry has
provided over 15 million healthy meals to families
in need. Guide Star Charity evaluators have
given Minnie's Food Pantry the platinum star rating
which is the highest level of possible achievement.

Minnie’'s Food Pantry volunteering is back! If you can spend a couple of hours on a Wednesday
morning (8:00 am — 11:30 am), you too, can help at Minnie’s Food Pantry on the 1t Wednesday of
each month this year. We sometimes sort and stack shelves, sometimes prepare baskets of food
for clients and, sometimes help push the baskets out to their cars. Lots of camaraderie and
fellowship; come join us. Minnie’s is now located at 661 — 18" Street in East Plano. Contact
Chairman Craig Robinson, craig.robinsonl19@gmail.com or cell: 214-551-6104.

Volunteers from Council 7850, both members and family, gather at Minnie’s Food Pantry
on the first Wednesday of each month to provide staff assistance for sorting donations
from area vendors and packing boxes of miscellaneous food items for issue to needy
families. The work starts at 0830 and lasts until 1130; however, it pays to arrive early to
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find a parking place! If you can make yourself available during this time, you are more
than welcome to join us.

The event is well attended by our Knights and family members, as well as volunteers
from other area businesses that allow their staff the time to participate. Organizations
are normally identified by their logo T-Shirts representing their affiliation. Often, there
are individual volunteers present who are not aligned with any organization.

All volunteers work side by side as one team to serve a common cause — fight hunger.
The number of needy families seems to be an ever-increasing number. We are fortunate
to have responsive vendors to provide truckloads of pallets to fill Minnie’'s warehouse.

Volunteers on Wednesday, November 4t, are standing (I-r): Phil Stillo, David Kistner, Ron
Harabis, Terrell Landry, Unknown Volunteer, Patrick McCormick and Dennis DeMetsenaere.
Kneeling are (I-r): Craig Robinson, John Makuta, Jimmy Dominguez, and Dan Zechmeister.

Background information for Minnie’s Food Pantry taken from (Minnie's Food Pantry (minniesfoodpantry.org).

John Makuta
Event Chairman
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First Friday Mass

The first Friday of each month is a special day for the Knights of Columbus in Council
7850. Please join your brothers, family and friends in celebrating the Eucharist each
Friday at 8:30 AM Mass in the Church. You will find your fellow knights and family seated
in the front right chairs near the altar. Each first Friday of the month our council prays
together as one in Holy Communion.

We ask that you wear your knight's badge and/or clothing to show your unity and
support. After Mass, all are welcome to join in fellowship for breakfast at the McDonald’s
located on the northwest corner of Spring Creek Pkwy and Independence Pkwy.

While some saints referenced the Heart of
Jesus in their writings even centuries earlier, in
1673, a French Visitandine (Visitation) nun
named Margaret Mary Alacoque had visions of
Jesus, wherein he asked the Church to honor
His Most Sacred Heart. In particular, Jesus
asked the faithful to “receive Communion on
the First Fridays, for nine consecutive months.”
The request was connected to a specific
promise made to all who venerated and
promoted devotion to the Sacred Heart. After
Margaret Mary’s death, the First Friday practice
steadily spread in the Church — endorsed by
popes and promoted by saints — but it greatly
increased in popularity when Margaret Mary
was canonized a saint in 1920 by Pope

The Sacred Heart appearing to Saint Margaret Benedict XV.
Mary Alacoque.

The number nine is traditionally associated with a novena and finds its origin in the nine
days that the apostles spent in prayer before Pentecost. A novena provides an extended
amount of time for preparation and interior renewal.

Background information for First Fridays Devotion taken from (www.aleteia.org).
Tom Juneau
Faith Director
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Memorial Mass

Council 7850 celebrated a Memorial Mass on Saturday, November 8" at St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton (SEAS), Rev. SK Bruce Bradley as Celebrant. The Color Corps from
Assembly 2266, augmented with Sir Knights from Assembly 3553 in Allen, were present
to escort the Celebrant for the procession and recession of the Mass, as well as escorting
the presentation of the gifts during the offertory. Participating with the Color Corps were
Color Corps Commander Sir Knight Craig Robinson, Sir Knights Edward Stankunas and
Bob Wilson from Assembly 2266. Participating from Assembly 3553 were Sir Knights
Ronnie Cechan and Richard Simmons.
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Knights Lost In The Pasgt Pear

Paul H. Boudreaux Robert P. Brennan
November 2024 December 2024
Elias C. Richa Ronald K. Ragland
February 2025 August 2025
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Gaspar (Gabe) V. Abene Thomas L. Hess
September 2025 October 2025

Tom Juneau
Faith Director
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Veterans Day

As a federal holiday, Veterans Day is typically
observed on Nov. 11 every year. However, if it
occurs on a Sunday then the federal government
designates the following Monday as the Federal
holiday. If Nov. 11 falls on a Saturday, then the
government may designate either Saturday or
Friday. The 2025 federal observation date is
Tuesday, Nov. 11, 2025.

When the observed Federal holiday and Nov. 11
dates are different, Veterans Day activities may
take place on both days. Many activities are often
scheduled the weekend leading up to Veterans
Day even during years when both dates match.
Veterans have many milestones to back on. 2020
marked the 75th anniversary of the end of WWII,

the 70th anniversary of the beginning of the Korean War, and the 30th anniversary of
both the end of the Panama Invasion and the beginning of Desert Shield.

Veterans Day is observed every gear on Nov. 11. Veterans Day evolved from Armistice
Day, which was proclaimed in 1919 by President Woodrow Wilson.

Armistice Day recognizes the end of World War |, when fighting ceased at the 11th
hour, on the 11th day, of the 11th month in 1918. (Nov. 11th at 11 A.M, 1918).

On Nov. 11, 1947 Raymond Weeks, a World War |l veteran, organized a “National
Veterans Day” parade in Birmingham, Alabama, to recognize veterans of all wars,
according to the Department of Veterans Affairs.

According to the Emporia Convention and Visitors Bureau official site, “In 1953
Veterans Day was organized and celebrated in Emporia, Kansas; one year prior to the
first nationwide observance on Nov. 11, 1954.”

These celebrations may have influenced Congress to change Armistice Day to
Veterans Day in 1954 to recognize veterans of all U.S. wars.

President Dwight D. Eisenhower made Nov. 11 the official national observance of
Veterans Day after Kansas Congressman Ed Rees (who was from Emporia) proposed
the bill in Congress to change Armistice Day to Veterans Day.

According to History.com, Veterans Day wasn’t always held on Nov. 11. In 1968,
Congress passed the Uniform Holidays Bill, moving Veterans Day to the fourth Monday
in October beginning in 1971. But, in 1975 President Gerald Ford returned the
observance to Nov. 11.
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The Anthem Veterans Memorial has five pillars that
represent the five branches of the United States
Military. They are staggered in size. The military-seal
placements on each pillar are based upon the
Department of Defense’s prescribed precedence.

The Anthem was built before the sixth branch of the
military, the United States Space Force, was created.

The memorial is designed so that at precisely 11:11
a.m. on Veterans Day, the sun’s rays will pass through
each of the five pillars’ elliptical openings to illuminate a
glass-mosaic medallion of the Great Seal of the United
States.

Background data taken from (Veterans Day 2025).
SK Craig Robinson
Grand Knight

Commumnity & Charity Benerit Concert
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Brother Knight Dennis DeMetsenaere, seen at the keyboards in the picture above,
played with the Texas Jazz Cats at the Intrinsic Smokehouse Brewery in downtown
Garland on Saturday night, November 15". Being a professional musician, Dennis
plays with several bands that donate 100% of their proceeds to area food banks.

| attended this event and | can affirm that this band can play. The genre was
predominately contemporary jazz and the crowd, including me, was tapping their feet
to the beat! Upon mrculatmgl]among the capacity crowd, I noticed that Brother Knight
Phil Stillo and his wife were there to enjoy the music and barbeque dinner.

Dennis promised to update me on future concerts and venues. | encourage all Council
members to make an effort to attend these performances.

SK Craig Robinson
Grand Knight

Exemplification
Charity/Unity/Fraternity

Please join us in welcoming our 3 newest members to Council #7850. Their names (L
- R) are Jacob Polakoff, Jett Pettit, and James Knight. We call them the 3 "J"s. They all
acquitted themselves nicely at our most recent Exemplification that took place in our
New Daily Chapel on Monday, November 17th, and they're all eager to get involved
with council activities. That's where you come in. Make them feel at home, and invite
them to %artlmpate in our upcoming events. | think we can all recall when we first joined
the Knights, and how lonely it can be if no one talks togou and invites you to volunteer.
We want this to be a very positive experience for the 3 J's, and we want them to grow
as Knights. So say congratulations and hello, and help them to step up and to become
a real active part of our Council.

When You see these three new brothers at upcoming events and meetings, be sure to
say hello and congratulations.
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New Knights are (I-r): Jacob Polakaff, Jeff Pettit and James Knight.

Dan Zechmeister
Membership Director
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History of Thanksgiving

Native Americans in North America celebrated harvest festivals for centuries before a
Thanksgiving federal holiday was formally established in the United States. Colonial
services for these festivals date back to the late 16th century. The autumnal feasts
celebrated the harvest of crops after a season of bountiful growth.

In the 1600s, settlers in Massachusetts and Virginia held feasts to express gratitude for
survival, fertile fields, and their faith. The Pilgrims in Plymouth, Massachusetts, had
their Thanksqgiving feast in 1621 with the Wampanoag Native Americans.

This 3-day feast is considered the "first” Thanksgiving celebration in the colonies.
However, there were other recorded ceremonies of thanks on these lands. In 1565,
Spanish explorers and the local Timucua people of St. Augustine, Florida, celebrated a
mass of thanksgiving. In 1619, British settlers proclaimed a da)</_of thanksgiving when
they reached a site known as Berkeley Hundred on the banks of Virginia’s James River.

Of course, the idea of “thanksgiving” for the harvest is as old as time, with records from
the Egyptians, Greeks, and Romans. Native American cultures, too, have a rich
tradition of giving thanks at harvesttime feasts, which began long before Europeans
appeared on their soil. And well after the Pilgrims, for more than two centuries,
individual colonies and states celebrated days of thanksgiving.

How Did the Pilgrims Come to Settle Here?

When certain men and women of Scrooby, England, were persecuted for separating
themselves from the Church of England, they, as Pilgrims, fled to Leiden, Holland. Upon
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the execution of separatist leader James of Barneveld there on May 13, 1619, they
realized that Holland was no freer than England and prepared to go to America.

On July 20, 1620, after putting their plans into effect, they asked for the parting words
of their beloved pastor, John Robinson. The next day, they boarded the ship Speedwell,
anchored where the canal from Leiden entered the Maas (or Meuse, a river flowing into
the North Sea) at Delfshaven, and sailed for Southampton, England.

After misadventures and more farewells, these 102 brave souls departed on
the Mayflower on September 6, 1620.

The Mayflower arrived at what is now Provincetown, Massachusetts, at the tip of a
curved peninsula later named Cape Cod, on November 21 and, on that day, drew up
one of the most significant documents of American history, the Mayflower Compact.
The Compact was a constitution formed by the people—the beginning of
popular government.

They then explored the lands along the bay formed by the peninsula. On December 22,
after holding the first town meeting in America to decide where to build their homes, the
Pilgrims went onshore at a site now called Plymouth Rock. There, on the shore above
the rock, they settled. After 400 years, their descendants and those of the Puritans are
still sailing along.

What Ever Happened to the Pilgrims?

So, whatever happened to the Pilgrims? The following highlights reveal what has
transpired for the Pilgrims, their Puritan contemporaries, and the descendants of both.

. 1621: Over dinner with some of their Native American guests, they gave thanks
for their welfare

. 1621: Built a meetinghouse

. 1634: Forbade wearing gold and silver lace
. 1639: Started a college (Harvard)

« 1640: Set up a printing press

« 1647: Hanged a “witch” (Alse Young—the first person to be executed for
witchcraft in the Thirteen Colonies)

« 1704: Printed the first newspaper in Boston
« 1721: Were inoculated against smallpox
. 1776: Again declared themselves to be free and independent

« 1792: No doubt purchased the 1793 first edition of Robert B. Thomas’s Farmer’s
Almanac. Today known as The Old Farmer’'s Almanac, this book is North
America’s oldest continuously published periodical.

The First National Thanksgiving Proclamation

The first national Thanksgiving Day celebration was observed in honor of the creation
of the new Unite States Constitution! In 1789, President George
Washington issued a proclamation designating November 26 of that year as a “Day of
Publick Thanksgivin” to recognize the role of providence in creating the new United
States and the new federal Constitution.
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Washington was in his first term as president, and a young nation had just emerged
successfully from the Revolution. Washington called upon the people of the United
States to acknowledfge God for affording them “an opportunity peaceably to establish a
form of government for their safety and happiness.” This was the first time Thanksgiving
was celebrated under the new Constitution.

Thanksgiving’s Path to a Federal Holiday

While Thanksgiving became a yearly tradition in many communities—celebrated on
different months and days that suited them—it was not yet a federal
government holiday.

John Adams (second U.S. president) and James Madison (fourth U.S. president)
issued proclamations recommending such observances as a “National Day of
Humiliation, Fasting, and Prayer” or a "Day of Public Thanksgiving for Peace.” Thomas
Jefferson (third U.S. president), however, believed in the separation of church and state
and that the federal government should not have the power to dictate when the public
should observe a religious demonstration of piety, such as a national day
of thanksgiving.

In a private letter written to Rev. Samuel Miller in 1808, Jefferson wrote: “I do not believe
it is for the interest of religion to invite the civil magistrate to direct its exercises, its
discipline or its doctrines: nor of the religious societies that the General government
should be invested with the power of effecting any uniformity of time or matter among
them. Fasting & prayer are religious exercises. The en{'[oining them is an act of
discipline. Every religious society has a right to determine for itself the times for these
exercises & the objects proper for them according to their own particular tenets; and
this right can never be safer than in their own hands, where the constitution has

deposited it.”

While religious T_hanksigiving services continued at a local or state level, after Madison
nho fu8rt6%er presidential proclamations marked Thanksgiving until the Civil War of
the 1860s.

Thanksgiving Becomes a Federal Holiday

It wasn’t until 1863, during the Civil War, that President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed
a national Thanksqgiving Day to be held each November.

In addition, President Lincoln proclaimed Thursday, November 26, 1863, as
Thanksgiving. Lincoln’s Broclamaju_on harkened back to Washington’s, as he also
thanked God following a bloody military confrontation.

Lincoln expressed gratitude to God and thanks to the Army for emerging successfully
from the Battle of Gettysburg. He enumerated the blessings of the American people
and called upon his countrymen to “set apart and observe the last Thursday of
November next, as a day of Thanksgiving and Praise.” As of that year, Thanksgiving
was celebrated on the last Thursday in November.
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Thanksgiving Day is briefly moved to the third Thursday in November.

In 1939, President Franklin D. Roosevelt changed Thanksgiving from the last Thursday
in November to the second-to-last Thursday. It was the tail end of the Depression, and
Roosevelt’'s goal was to create more shopping days before Christmas and boost the
economy. However, many people continued to celebrate Thanksgiving on the last
Thursday in November, unhappy that the holiday’s date had been meddled with. You
could argue, however, thatthis helped create the shopping craze known
as_Black Friday.

In 1941, to end any confusion, the president and Congress established Thanksgiving
as a United States federal holiday to be celebrated on the fourth Thursday in November,
which is how it stands today!

Of course, Thanksgiving was not born of presidential proclamations. Read
about Sarah Josepha Hale, the “Godmother of Thanksgiving,” who helped turn this
historic feast into a national holiday.

Background data taken from (Thanksgiving 2025: Dates, Traditions, and Recipes | The Old Farmer's Almanac).
SK Craig Robinson
Grand Knight
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K nights in Memoriam

Council 7850 lost no Knights this month.

Our Newsletters are Important Outreach Tools
Please contribute each month- pictures, articles, events, etc.

Newsletter Policy

By the 3@ Monday of each month refer all articles, pictures, questions, and suggestions to Newsletter Editor
Craig Robinson (craig.robinsonl9@gmail.com) If you attend an event and snap a picture (cell phone or camera),
share it with the Council. If you have an interest in helping to edit the newsletter or helping write articles, contact
me. NOTE — Newsletters can be found on our website. Just click the Newsletters link on the left side of the page

and enjoy.

Calendar notes: Events on the following pages are bold for national or church holidays or to highlight
changes from the norm. Shaded events indicate recent changes or additions. Check the
www.kofc7850.0rg website EVENT CALENDAR for the most up to date information that includes the
specific address and Google map for most events.
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