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Grand Knight’'s Report — GK Craig Robinson

January is more than the first month of the new calendar year; it is the start of the
remaining half of the fraternal year for Council 7850. The next six months promise to
be just as full of Council activities as the first six months. Stay tuned and observe what's
coming up on our calendar of events that is sent out with the meeting agenda so that
lyou can plan your volunteer hours accordingly.

Our Parish Pancake Breakfast, held on Sunday January 4", was very successful in
terms of attendance and donations. Concurrent with this festive activity was recognition
of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, patroness of our parish. Beth Ann Apt, Ministry Assistant to
Faith Formation, made a cameo appearance as St. Elizabeth Ann Seton at the
breakfast, as seen on page 11. This event is quite popular with the parishioners, with a
waiting line to enter the Parish Hall extending all the way back to the Narthex. Our
Knights are readily available to volunteer their time and talent to ensure a successful
event.

| have noticed an increase in attendance for some of our regularly scheduled activities
such as First Friday Mass, Weekly Rosary and Minnie’'s Food Pantry. | trust that this
trend will continue and possibly increase. All of these events are open to our Knights|
and their families. After the First Friday Mass, several of our Knights, including me, go
to the McDonald’s at the NW corner of Independence Pkwy. and Spring Creek Pkwy. It
is one of many of these franchises owned by one of our Brother Knights Henry C. O.
(Chuck) O'Reilly, Ill. Chuck’s McDonald’s restaurants are among the best run that |
have seen and | encourage all to patronize them.

Our Weekly Rosaries are offered each Monday night at 7:00pm and they last 20-25
minutes. They occur live and on Zoom in the Faith Formation Center (FFC) Chapel on
the first and second Mondays, then by Zoom only on the third through the fifth Mondays.

Finally, the Minnie’s Food Pantry volunteer effort occurs on the first Wednesday morning
of each month during 8:30-11:30am. More details on this event can be seen on page
16.

IAnother event that our Council has been participating in since 1987, one of the longest
continuous records of service (since 1987), is the Plano Cleanup sponsored by the
IAdopt-A-Highway Program for the City of Plano. It normally occurs on the second
Saturday morning on a bimonthly basis during 7:00-9:00am. Our next event will be on
February 14®™,

Our Membership Director, Dan Zechmeister, and his aggressive team of recruiters host
an Exemplification for new members on a bimonthly basis in the Church Daily Chapel,
followed by a pizza reception in the Seton Room. We alternate venues with Council
11716 at Prince of Peace Catholic Church, which will host next month.

Vivat Jesus,

Craig L. Robinson

Council 7850
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Knight of the Month
January 2026

Council 7850's Knight of the Month for
this  month is Mark Euziere,
recognized for his achievements in the
support of the Parish Pancake
Breakfast.

Mark is a fairly new member in our
Council and he has wasted no time in
becoming one of our rising stars. He
has been actively involved each month
with our Parish Pancake Breakfast in
the preparation of the hashbrown
casserole. His culinary skillset
enabled him to efficiently combine all
of the tasty ingredients to win rave
reviews and compliments for the
hashbrowns. He has proven to be a
team player and ready to assist others
in the kitchen, particularly in cleanup.

Thank you, Mark, for your active
involvement and commitment to the
success of the Knights of Columbus
and Council 7850.

Family of the Month
January 2026

Council 7850's Family of the Month for
this month is the Wilson family, Robert
and Mary Ann. Robert and Mary Ann are
recognized for their participation in the
weekly Rosaries this month.

Sir Knight Robert is a parish stalwart and
among the senior leaders of this Council.
Lady Mary Ann faithfully compliments the
family values that they share. Their active
roles in the St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Community, as well as in our Knights of
Columbus Council, have established
enduring examples of parish principles.
The picture below, a screenshot from one
Rosary Prayer, depicts their solemn
sentiment of faith. Remember Robert and
Mary Ann in your prayers for the
wellbeing of their family.

We thank the Wilson family for their
enthusiastic support of Council 7850,
another true example of the Catholic
Family.

Family of the Month, Robert and Mary
Ann Wilson.

Knight of the Month, Mark Euziere.
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WASHINGTON, D.C. (Catholic Online) - This Holy Day of Obligation is not just a
remembering of the Blessed Virgin Mary. It addresses her most fundamental attribute.
On this day we remember that she was, In fact, the "theotokos" in the Greek, the Mother
of God. This day is about Jesus and Mary.

In the early fifth century a time of intense heresy visited the Church concerning both the
divinity and the humanity of Christ. One heresy in particular, Nestorianism, was
rampant especially in the East. Simply put, Nestorius, who was the Patriarch of
Constantinople at the time. Whether it was he or some of his followers,a teaching

gmerg%% casuing confusion over the human and divine natures in the one person of
esus Christ.

Nestorians would even say that Mary gave birth to the Christ but not to God the Son
and that only the man Christ suffered on the cross. St. Cyril of Alexandria was noted as
saying that the Nestorians had "split Jesus in half."

To combat this heresy, the Council of Ephesus was convened in 431 A.D., where the
bishops gathered to settle the issue, once and for all, that Jesus Christ was one person
with two natures, divine and human. In condemning the followers of Nestorius, they
also re-emphasized that the Blessed Virgin Mary gave birth to a son, our Lord Jesus
Christ, who was fully God and fully man from the moment of His conception. The
Council also reaffirmed the creed established by the first Council of Nicea as the
essence of Christian Faith.

She was the Theotokos!

Today we remember the mystery of the incarnation in a beautiful dimension, in which
God became man and dwelt among us. His Mother, by divine intervention, gave birth
to God's only begotten Son.

Much of the Protestant world does not understand the importance of properly
acknowledging and establishing the place of the Blessed Virgin Mary. It not just in her
own right that we venerate her on such Holy Days; it is for the sake of her Son. To know
her better is to know her Son better. To call her "Theotokos" is to declare with all
confidence that the accounts of the Gospels, the Chrlstolog?/ revealed in St. Paul's
epistleslas well as the entire New Testament, and the creedal distinctives of our Faith
are true!

St. Hippolytus of Rome was one of the most prolific writers in early Christianity. Over
two-hundred years before the Council of Ephesus was convened the Church already
faced severe trials due to heresy. I—_Ilﬁpo ytus was one of the strongest voices in
combating the errors attacking the Faith. His words still ring as true today as they did
at the beginning of the Third Century.

The treatise of St Hippolytus: On the Refutation of All Heresies

The word made flesh makes us divine. Our faith is not founded upon empty words; nor
are we carried away by mere caprice or beguiled by specious arguments. On the
contrary, we put our faith in words spoken by the power of God, spoken by the Word
himself at God's command. God wished to win men back from disobedience, not by
using force to reduce him to slavery but by addressing to his free will a call to liberty.

The Word spoke first of all through the prophets, but because the message was
couched in such obscure language that it could be only dimly apprehended, in the last
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days the Father sent the Word in person, commanding him to show himself openly so
that the world could see him and be saved.

We know that by taking a body from the Virgin he re-fashioned our fallen nature. We
know that his manhood was of the same clay as our own; if this were not so, he would
hardly have been a teacher who could expect to be imitated. If he were of a different
substance from me, he would surely not have ordered me to do as he did, when by my
veal_nat_ure | am so weak. Such a demand could not be reconciled with his goodness
and justice.

No. He wanted us to consider him as no different from ourselves, and so he worked,
he was hungry and thirsty, he slept. Without protest he endured his passion, he
submitted to death and revealed his resurrection. In all these ways he offered his own
manhood as the first fruits of our race to keep us from losing heart when sufferin
comes our way, and to make us look forward to receiving the same reward as he did,
since we know that we possess the same humanity.

When we have come to know the true God, both our bodies and our souls will be
immortal and incorruptible. We shall enter the kingdom of heaven, because while we
lived on earth we acknowledged heaven's King. Friends of God and co-heirs with
Christ, we shall be subject to no evil desires or inclinations, or to any affliction of body
or soul, for we shall have become divine.

Whatever evil you may have suffered, being man, it is God that sent it to KOU’ precisely
because you are man; but equally, when you have been deified, God has promised
you a share in every one of his own attributes. The saying Know yourself means
therefore that we should recognize and ag:knowlec_l?e in ourselves the God who made
us in his own image, for if we do this, we in turn will be recognized and acknowledged
by our Maker.

Background data taken from (Octave: Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God - Living Faith - Home & Family -
News - Catholic Online).

SK Craig Robinson

Grand Knight
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First Friday Mass

The first Friday of each month is a special day for the Knights of Columbus in Council
7850. Please join your brothers, family and friends in celebrating the Eucharist each
Friday at 8:30 AM Mass in the Church. You will find your fellow knights and family seated
in the front right chairs near the altar. Each first Friday of the month our council prays

together as one in Holy Communion.

We ask that you wear your knight's badge and/or clothing to show your unity and
support. After Mass, all are welcome to join in fellowship for breakfast at the McDonald’s
located on the northwest corner of Spring Creek Pkwy and Independence Pkwy.

The Sacred Heart appearing to Saint Margaret
Mary Alacoque.

While some saints referenced the Heart of
Jesus in their writings even centuries earlier, in
1673, a French Visitandine (Visitation) nun
named Margaret Mary Alacoque had visions of
Jesus, wherein he asked the Church to honor
His Most Sacred Heart. In particular, Jesus
asked the faithful to “receive Communion on
the First Fridays, for nine consecutive months.”
The request was connected to a specific
promise made to all who venerated and
promoted devotion to the Sacred Heart. After
Margaret Mary’s death, the First Friday practice
steadily spread in the Church — endorsed by
popes and promoted by saints — but it greatly
increased in popularity when Margaret Mary
was canonized a saint in 1920 by Pope
Benedict XV.

The number nine is traditionally associated with a novena and finds its origin in the nine
days that the apostles spent in prayer before Pentecost. A novena provides an extended
amount of time for preparation and interior renewal.

Background information for First Fridays Devotion taken from (www.aleteia.org).

Tom Juneau
Faith Director

Council 7850
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St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Feast Day

Canonized by Pope Paul VI September 14, 1975.

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, sometimes called Mother
Seton, the first native-born American citizen to be
canonized a saint, was not a "born Catholic." She
was the daughter of a wealthy Episcopalian family in
New York City. Her relatives, by blood or by
marriage, included families of fame and power in the
colonial United States. She grew up next door to
Alexander Hamilton.

Elizabeth Ann Bayley was born in 1774, two years before the United States itself was
born. Her father remained a loyalist durlnﬁ the Revolutionary War and served as a
surgeon to the British Redcoats who fought George Washington's militamen. When
Elizabeth was yet a little girl, her mother died, but her father saw to it that his daughter
received the best education possible in the colonies. As a schoolgirl Elizabeth looked
forward to the time when she could care for the sick, especially those who were poor.

In 1794, when she was twenty, Elizabeth married William Seton. They became the
parents of five children. Besides looking after her husband and famllhl, Elizabeth
established an organization in New York City called the Widows' Society. She and other
members daily visited the poor in their homes to nurse and comfort them. Little did
Elizabeth know that she would soon become a widow and with her children face sad
and difficult times. The Seton family's shipping business went bankrupt when many
ships were lost at sea during wars. Most of the crews and cargoes of the Seton fleet
were at the bottom of the Atlantic.

To make matters worse, William Seton became seriously ill with tuberculosis, which
was a dreaded killer in those days. The couple and their oldest daughter Anna moved
to sunny Italy, where William hoped to regain his health. But instead of recovering, he
died shortly after the long sea voyage. Family friends of the Seton’s, the Filicchis, who
were Catholics, helped Elizabeth through these difficult times.

Eventually Elizabeth returned to New York City determined to become a Catholic. In
1805, having completed instructions in her new faith, Elizabeth was received into the
Church. She was _apgy to be a Catholic, but her family of devout Episcopalians was
dead set against Elizabeth's decision. At that time, unlike today, people were often very
intolerant of other religions.

Elizabeth's close relatives chose to forget that they had ever known her and would not
lend her money or help her pay her bills. Elizabeth was now a destitute widow with no
means to care for her children. It was almost impossible to make ends meet. The bills
were piling up. Elizabeth had to work night and day to make a simple living for her
children. She started a school, but that soon closed when students would not come to
class simply because their teacher was a Catholic.
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Elizabeth was seriously thinking about moving her family to Canada, where she hoped
life would be easier. Fortunately, Elizabeth did not have to make that move. A priest in
_Balrt]lmor_e, Maryland learned of Elizabeth's plight and invited her to begin a girls' school
in that city.

Elizabeth did just that and the school succeeded, though it was not without problems.
The next year, 1809, Elizabeth moved her school to a stone house In nearby
Emmitsburg, where in time it Erospere_d. Poor girls who could pay no tuition as well as
wealthy girls attended this school. This was the beginning of the Order of sisters that
Elizabeth founded. On March 25 that sErlng, a priest-friend, Fr. William Dubourg, with
the blessing of Bishop John Carroll of Baltimore, witnessed Elizabeth's first promises
as a religious. Father Dubourg gave her the title of "Mother." Indeed, the title was
especially aﬁpropriate for Elizabeth. Some of her own children were still at the Stone
House with her, and she was now the superior of the women who joined the Order.

That June the sisters started Wearing a religious habit. They called themselves the
Sisters of St. Joseph. By January 1812, twenty women, including Elizabeth's sisters-in-
law Harriet and Cecilia, had joined her community. They decided to follow the rule of
the Sisters of Charity in France. Mother Seton wrote textbooks, translated books from
French to English, trained teachers, and wrote articles on the spiritual life. As in earlier
years with the Widows' Society, Elizabeth continued to visit the sick and the poor, and
the poor of the neighborhood. The sisters brought them medicine, food, and clothes,
cleaned their homes, cared for the children, and offered kind words of encouragement.

In 1814 her sisters started a home in Philadelphia and cared for the children at St.
Joseph's Orphanage. Three years later they opened an orphanage in New York City,
Mother Seton's hometown. Wherever the sisters worked, they taught school. Thus,
Mother Seton is sometimes considered a founder of the American parochial school
system.

Mother Seton died in 1821, but the work of her sisters has steadily g}:oyvn over the last
160 years. Today six separate communities of sisters trace their beginning to
Emmitsburg. Five of these communities are now inde endentlé/ organized and are
called Sisters of Charity. The sixth is the American Dau?~I ters of Charity. In 1850 these
sisters united with a French order of the same name. That order is the largest order of
religious in the Church, in 1982 having thirty-two thousand members across the world.
The Motherhouse or headquarters of the order is in Paris, France. In the United States
the Daughters of Charity staff hospitals, child-care institutions, home for the aged and
handicapped, and schools at every level.

Those who knew Mother Seton realized that it was only a matter of time before she
would be canonized. In 1882 James Cardinal Gibbons of Baltimore took the first step
toward having Elizabeth so honored. The Church then officially began a detailed study
of her life with that cause in mind. The officials learned that at least three miracles had
been attributed to Elizabeth's intercession with God. A child was miraculously cured of
leukemia, a woman was similarly cured of cancer, and a man recovered miraculously
from a massive brain infection.

In 1959 Pope John XXIII declared Mother Seton a Venerable, and in 1963 a Blessed.
Then, on September 14, 1975, Pope Paul VI named Elizabeth Seton Saint of the
Church. She became the first native-born American to be canonized. The saint's body
rests beneath an alter in the chapel of the National Shrine of St. Elizabeth Seton in
Emmitsburg, Maryland, which is located in the provincial house (headquarters) of the
Daughters of Charity of the Emmitsburg Province.
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Background data taken from (St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church/St. Elizabeth Ann Seton - Our Patron Saint/Plano,
TX).

SK Craig Robinson

Grand Knight

Parish Pancake Breakfast

The Knights of Council 7850 served their Parish Pancake Breakfast on January 4",

There were 23 Knights working on this event. In addition to working in the kitchen or
on the serving line, some Knights staffed a recruiting table to answer questions about
becoming a Knight. This practice has enabled us to consistently surpass our annual
membership growth and be awarded Star Council status.

Total proceeds after both 8:00 & 10:00 Masses amounted to $1,603.00, with a
combined attendance of 383.

The Knights are a family organization and our activities represent family participation
and, for this event, represent serving the families of the parish. The Knights of Council
7850 look forward to serving the parish during subsequent events like this through the
upcoming months.

Pictures of this activity are shown on the following pages.

Bruce Jenniges
Event Chairman
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Weekly Rosary

Faith Director Tom Juneau hosts weeklé/ Rosary recitals on Monday nights from 7:00pm
to 7:30pm. These sessions are held in the FFC Chapel on the first and second
Mondays, when the Knights meet for the Officers’ Business Meetings and Membership
Meetings respectively. Other Monday night sessions are virtual via Zoom.

Tom provides the link for these virtual meetings to attendees, along with assignments
for recital of each decade of the Rosary. These precious moments provide
contemplative prayer on the Joyful, Sorrowful, Glorious and Luminous Mysteries.

The Fifteen Promises of Mary to Christians Who Recite the Rosary

« Whoever faithfully serves me by the recitation of the rosary, shall receive signal
grace.

. | promise my special protection and the greatest graces to all those who shall
recite the rosary.

« The rosary shall be a powerful armor against hell, it will destroy vice, decrease
sin, and defeat heresies.

« It will cause virtue and good works to flourish; it will obtain for souls the abundant
mercy of God; it will withdraw the heart of men from the love of the world and its
vanities and will lift them to the desire of eternal things. Oh, that souls would
sanctify themselves by this means.

. The soul which recommends itself to me by the recitation of the rosary, shall not
perish.

« Whoever shall recite the rosary devoutly, applying himself to the consideration of
its sacred mysteries shall never be conquered by misfortune. God will not
chastise him in His justice, he shall not by an unprovided death; if he be just he
shall remain in the grace of God and become worthy of eternal life.

« Whoever shall have a true devaotion for the rosary shall not die without the
sacraments of the Church.

« Those who are faithful to recite the rosary shall have during their life and at their
death the light of God and the plenitude of His graces; at the moment of death
they shall participate in the merits of the saints in paradise.

. | shall deliver from purgatory those who have been devoted to the rosary.
. The faithful children of the rosary shall merit a high degree of glory in heaven.
« You shall obtain all you ask of me by the recitation of the rosary.

. All those who propagate the holy rosary shall be aided by me in their necessities.
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. | have obtained from my Divine Son that all the advocates of the rosary shall
have for intercessors the entire celestial court during their life and at the hour of
death.

. All who recite the rosary are my son, and brothers of my only son Jesus Christ.

. Devotion of my rosary is a great sign of predestination.

KNIGHTS AND THE FAMILY ROSARY EACH MONDAY

Come join us to pray the Rosary each Monday evening at 7:00 PM via Zoom platform. Prayers are powerful.
Emails are sent out by Tom Juneau each Monday with the link and the contemplation prayers, you can also find
these contemplation prayers and all the Mysteries on the 7850 website so everyone has a chance to follow along,
no matter which Mysteries we contemplate each Monday. These Rosary prayers are now open to ALL the Seton
Community, not just the Knights. Reach out to your SEAS friends to join us and forward them a copy of the
prayers and contemplations. They will thank you. We have had excellent response from the parish.

ENTER YOUR VOLUNTEER HOURS IN THE K OF C PORTAL

Each member should enter his volunteer hours in the portal for each event for which you volunteer.
This helps keep track of all the volunteer hours our Council logs each and every month, which is
important to our Council’s standings with the District and Supreme. Log in to the Member portal at
Knights of Columbus St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Council #7850 (uknight.org) .

Promises of Mary taken from (The Holy Rosary - Prayers - Catholic Online).
Tom Juneau
Faith Director
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The Epiphany falls on January 6

The Epiphany signifies the visitation of the Biblical
Magi to the Baby Jesus.

The word epiphany means, "manifestation." An
epiphany is a moment when there is a special or
profound revelation or insight. In our case, the
Epiphany celebrates the moment when the wise men
realized that Jesus Christ was the promised Messiah,
the one who would take away the sins of the world.

Now this revelation isn't bound to a specific moment
Adoration of the Biblical Magi. in time. The Epiphany is an ongoing event. Today

and every day, we are asked to recognize and acknowledge Jesus Christ as our Lord.
However, in this article, we will focus on the moment of Epiphany, which is celebrated
on the first Sunday after January 1 in the United States, and by the wider Church on
,Jaﬂ_uary 6. On that day, the faithful gather at Mass to celebrate this profound moment
in history.

God promised the Savior to the world for thousands of years prior to His birth. His arrival
is foretold in Genesis. Prophets also announced His coming. People developed
expectations. Many expected the Savior to arrive as a conquering hero, a great king
who would overthrow the Romans and elevate Israel to a state of glory greater than
King David had done.

But the wait was long. The Messiah did not come in the time of Moses, King David, or
Elijah. Nor did the Messiah come during the Babylonian Captivity, or when Alexander
appeared with his armies. Only when Israel was well into the Roman occupation and
under the heel of King Herod, did the Messiah finally come. Late at night, a young
mother gave birth under the most humble circumstances. But this child was unlike any
ever born, for this child was the promised Son of God.

Joseph and Mary knew the truth, which had been revealed to them. They already had
their epiphany. But the rest of the world was ignorant of the profound development
happening in the countryside of an ancient village in Israel.

According to the Scriptures, three men, variously referred to as "the wise men," or as
"kings" or even "astrologers," guided by a sign in the heavens, came to the place where
the Infant Jesus slept. They came to pay homage to a baby. Remarkably, these men
were pagan. They were not followers of God, yet. And when they arrived, they realized
that this baby was more than an earthly king. This babgl was the promised Savior of the
World. They Pald_HIm due homage with %lfts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. The
celebration of Epiphany commemorates the moment when these three men, literal
outsiders apart from the Jewish people, recognized that Jesus was Lord.
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The church invites the faithful to relive this moment each year with a special Mass. As
individuals, we are encouraged to celebrate the epiphany each day in our lives by
acknowledging Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.

There is still more to E iphanK than this. In the Bible, there several notable e,oi hanies
that occur during the life of Christ. Although they are not the focus on the celebrations
on the Feast of the Epiphany, they are important.

A second event we could classify as an epiphany is our Lord's baptism in the Jordan
River. At that time, the Holy Spirit descended, and the voice of God was heard saying,
"This is my Son, whom | love. With Him | am well pleased." (Matthew 3:16) This event
ci]uallfles as an eplphang because it was revealed to all present that Jesus was the Lord,
the Messiah promised by God.

The third event is at the wedding feast at Cana, where Jesus worked his first sign in
public, turning water into wine. (John 2:7-11) The guests remarked at the quality of the
wine, but they were oblivious to the miracle. They did not recognize the Messiah in their
very presence. However, the servants did. Those who were performing the labor as
directed by our Lord, saw clearly what was happening.

And the forth we will mention here is when Jesus asked of his Disciples, "Who do you
say that | am?" (Matthew 16:15) It was Peter who had the epiphany this time,
recognizing Jesus as the Son of God.

As Christians, we are literal, personal participants in the epiphany. It is important to
understand this. Each day we are asked the question, "Who do you say | am?" Each
day, we are invited to pay homage to Jesus, recognizing Him as our Lord, paying Him
homage through prayer, sacrifice, and obedience.

Background data taken from (The Epiphany - Advent & Christmas Season - Catholic Online).
SK Craig Robinson
Grand Knight
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Minnie's Food Pantry

Minnie's Food Pantry was named after Dr. Minnie
Hawthorne-Ewing who was a community leader with
a servant's heart. Minnie's Food Pantry is a 501(C)3
non-profit organization and is one of the largest food
pantries in North Texas.

Minnie's Food Pantry was named Community
Partner of The Year by The City of Plano! With four
locations in three states, Minnie's Food Pantry has
provided over 15 million healthy meals to families
in need. Guide Star Charity evaluators have
given Minnie's Food Pantry the platinum star rating
which is the highest level of possible achievement.

Minnie's Food Pantry volunteering is back! If you can spend a couple of hours on a Wednesday
morning (8:00 am — 11:30 am), you too, can help at Minnie's Food Pantry on the 15t Wednesday of
each month this year. We sometimes sort and stack shelves, sometimes prepare baskets of food
for clients and, sometimes help push the baskets out to their cars. Lots of camaraderie and
fellowship; come join us. Minnie’s is now located at 661 — 18" Street in East Plano. Contact
Chairman Craig Robinson, craig.robinsonl19@agmail.com or cell: 214-551-6104.

Volunteers from Council 7850, both members and family, gather at Minnie’s Food Pantry
on the first Wednesday of each month to provide staff assistance for sorting donations
from area vendors and packing boxes of miscellaneous food items for issue to needy
families. The work starts at 0830 and lasts until 1130; however, it pays to arrive early to
find a parking place! If you can make yourself available during this time, you are more
than welcome to join us.

The event is well attended by our Knights and family members, as well as volunteers
from other area businesses that allow their staff the time to participate. Organizations
are normally identified by their logo T-Shirts representing their affiliation. Often, there
are individual volunteers present who are not aligned with any organization.

All volunteers work side by side as one team to serve a common cause — fight hunger.
The number of needy families seems to be an ever-increasing number. We are fortunate
to have responsive vendors to provide truckloads of pallets to fill Minnie’s warehouse.
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Volunteers on Wednesday, January 7t are, standing (I-r): Jimmy Dominguez, John McDaniel,
Patrick McCormick, Phil Stillo, Steven Ham, Terrell Landry and Dennis DeMetsenaere.
Kneeling in front are John Makuta and Paul Krebs.

Background information for Minnie’s Food Pantry taken from (Minnie's Food Pantry (minniesfoodpantry.orqg).
John Makuta
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Roe Memorial Mass

A Pro-Life Roe Memorial Mass was
celebrated on Saturday, January
17" at 10:00am at the National
Cathedral of Our Lady of
Guadalupe, located at 2215 Ross
Avenue in Dallas.

Bishop Burns presided over this
bilingual Mass.

SK Craig Robinson
Grand Knight

MLK Day

Martin Luther King Jr. Day (officially Birthday of
Martin Luther King Jr., and often referred to
shorthand as MLK Day) is a federal holiday in the
United States observed on the third Monday of
January each year. King was the chief
spokesperson for nonviolent activism in the Civil
Rights Movement, which protested racial
discrimination in federal and state law and civil
society. The movement led to several
groundbreaking legislative reforms in the United
States.

Born in 1929, Martin _Luther King Jr.'s actual
birthday is January 15 (which in 1929 fell on a
Tuesday). The earliest Monday for this holiday is
January 15 and the latest is January 21.

King in 1965
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The Monday observance is similar for those federal holidays which fall under the Uniform
Monday Holiday Act.

The campaign for a federal holiday in King's honor began soon after his assassination in
1968. President Ronald Reagan signed the holiday into law in 1983, and it was first
observed three years later on January 20, 1986. At first, some states resisted observing
the holiday as such, giving it alternative names or combining it with other holidays.
Official observance in each state's law as well as federal law occurred in 2000.

Proposals

The initial idea of Martin Luther King Jr. Day as a holiday was promoted by labor
unions in contract negotiations. After King's death, Representative John Conyers (a
Democrat from Michigan) and Senator Edward Brooke (a Republican
from Massachusetts) introduced a bill in Congress to make King's birthday a
national/official holiday. The bill first came to a vote in the U.S. House of Representatives
in 1979. It fell five votes short of the number needed for passage. Two of the main
arguments mentioned by opponents were that a paid holiday for federal employees
would be too expensive and that a holiday to honor a private citizen would be contrary
to longstanding tradition (King had never held public office). Only two other figures have
national holidays in the U.S. honoring them: George Washington and Christopher
Columbus.

Soon after, the King Center turned to support from the corporate community and the
general public. The success of this strategy was cemented when musician Stevie
Wonder released the single "Happy Birthday" to popularize the campaign in 1980 and
hosted the Rally for Peace Press Conference in 1981. Six million signatures were
collected for a petition to Congress to pass the law, termed by a 2006 article in The
Nation as "the largest petition in favor of an issue in U.S. history".

Senators Jesse Helms and John Porter East (both North Carolina Republicans) led the
opposition to the holiday and questioned whether King was important enough to receive
such an honor. Helms criticized King's opposition to the Vietnam War and accused him
of espousing "action-oriented Marxism". Helms led a filibuster against the bill and on
October 3, 1983, submitted a 300-page document to the Senate alleging that King had
associations with communists. Democratic New York Senator Daniel Patrick
Moynihan declared Helms' document a "packet of filth", threw it on the Senate floor, and
stomped on it.

Federal passage

President Ronald Reagan initially opposed the establishment of the holiday, stating in a
letter to former New Hampshire governor Meldrim Thomson that he believed the
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momentum for establishing it to be "based on an image, not reality." When asked to
comment on Helms' accusations that King was a communist, the president said "We'll
know in thirty-five years, won't we", referring to the eventual release of EBI surveillance
tapes that had previously been sealed. But on November 2, 1983, Reagan signed a bill
into law, proposed by Representative Katie Hall of Indiana, to create a federal holiday
honoring King. The final vote in the House of Representatives on August 2, 1983, was
338-90 (242-4 in the House Democratic Caucus and 89-77 in the House Republican
Conference) with 5 members voting present or abstaining, while the final vote in the
Senate on October 19, 1983, was 78-22 (41-4 in the Senate Democratic Caucus and
37-18 in the Senate Republican Conference), both veto-proof margins. The holiday was
observed for the first time on January 20, 1986. It is observed on the third Monday of
January.

The bill also established the "Martin Luther King, Jr. Federal Holiday Commission" to
oversee observance of the holiday, and Coretta Scott King, King's wife, was made a
member of this commission for life by President George H. W. Bush in May 1989.

State passage

Although the federal holiday honoring King was signed into law in 1983 and took effect
three years later, not every U.S. state chose to observe the January holiday at the state
level until 1991, when the New Hampshire legislature created "Civil Rights Day" and
abolished its April "Fast Day". In 1999, New Hampshire became the last state to name
a holiday after King, which they first celebrated in January 2000 — the first nationwide
celebration of the day with this name.

In 1986, Arizona Governor Bruce Babbitt, a Democrat, created a paid state MLK holiday
in Arizona by executive order just before he left office, but in 1987, his Republican
successor Evan Mecham, citing an attorney general's opinion that Babbitt's order was
illegal, reversed Babbitt's decision days after taking office. Later that year, Mecham
proclaimed the third Sunday in January to be "Martin Luther King Jr./Civil Rights Day" in
Arizona, albeit as an unpaid holiday. This proposal was rejected by the state Senate the
following year. In 1990, Arizona voters were given the opportunity to vote on giving state
employees a paid MLK holiday. That same year, the National Football
League threatened to move Super Bowl XXVII, which was planned for Arizona in 1993,
if the MLK holiday was voted down. In the November 1990 election, the voters were
offered two King Day options: Proposition 301, which replaced Columbus Day on the list
of paid state holidays, and Proposition 302, which
merged Lincoln's and Washington's birthdays into one paid holiday to make room for
MLK Day. Both measures failed to pass, with only 49% of voters approving Prop 302,
the more popular of the two options; although some who voted "no" on 302 voted "yes"
on Prop 301. Consequently, the state lost the chance to host Super Bowl XXVII, which
was subsequently held at the Rose Bowl in Pasadena, California. In a 1992 referendum,
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the voters, this time given only one option for a paid King Day, approved state-level
recognition of the holiday.

On May 2, 2000, South Carolina governor Jim Hodges signed a bill to make King's
birthday an official state holiday. South Carolina was the last state to recognize the day
as a paid holiday for all state employees. Before the bill, employees could choose
between celebrating Martin Luther King Jr. Day or one of three Confederate holidays.

Background data taken from (Martin Luther King Jr. Day - Wikipedia).
SK Craig Robinson
Grand Knight

Exemplification
Charity/Unity/Fraternity

Please join us in congratulating our new members who joined our council at our
Exemplification on Tuesday night, January 20™. Franklin Chu is new to the Knights of
Columbus and is looking for activities to volunteer for. Doug Wiegert transferred from
council 5052 in Farmers Branch and, he loves to cook! I'm sure a number of our events
could use his talents. Now, it's up to us to make our two newest nights feel welcomed
and at home in Council 7850. Let’'s show them that we’re the friendly Council; we know
we are.

Left to right are Franklin Chu and Douglas Wiegert.

SK Craig Robinson
Grand Knight
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Knights in Memoriam

Council 7850 discovered two of our own who passed away two and three years ago;
they are recognized here.

COUNCIL #7850 - ST ELIZABETH ANN SETON REMEMBERS
RICHARD J WEIGMAN

March 1, 1932 to December 18, 2023

Retired Colonel Richard Joseph Weigman, a distinguished veteran
and beloved resident of Plano, Texas, passed away on December
18, 2023, at the age of 91. Born on March 1, 1932, to Richard Paul
and Eva (Risch) Weigman in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Richard led a
life marked by service, dedication, and unwavering commitment to
his family and country.

Richard married the love of his life, Elizabeth Dulkoski, on
September 7, 1957, in Cadiz, Ohio. Their union was a source of
strength and companionship, spanning over six decades and
creating a legacy of love and family bonds.

A man of great intellect and achievement, Richard earned a Bachelor of Science degree from Park College in
Kansas and later obtained his master's in education at the University of California-Davis. His educational
pursuits laid the foundation for a life dedicated to both military service and the betterment of young minds.

Richard commenced his military career at the Milwaukee Army National Guard as a security policeman before
transitioning to the Army Air Corps, later becoming the United States Air Force. During the Vietnam War, he
courageously undertook over 100 missions, exemplifying his commitment to duty and honor.

His illustrious career in the Air Force included serving as Vice Wing Commander at Castle Air Force Base in
Atwater, California. Richard culminated his military service as the Inspector General at Offutt Air Force Base in
Omaha, Nebraska, retiring with the rank of Colonel.

After his military career, Richard embraced new challenges, working as a real estate agent and appraiser for
several years. His dedication to education persisted, as he later found fulfilment teaching 4th and 5th grades
for a decade in the Winton School District in California before finally retiring.

In his well-deserved retirement, Richard devoted himself to caring for his beloved wife, Elizabeth, embodying
the true essence of love and partnership. His selflessness, kindness, and unwavering support enriched the

lives of all who were fortunate enough to know him.

Richard Joseph Weigman leaves behind a legacy of service, love, and devotion. His memory will forever be
cherished by his family, friends, and the grateful nation he served with distinction.

He is survived by his children, Kristine Stewart, Richard S. Weigman and wife, Valerie, and Steven S. Weigman
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and wife, Valerie; grandchildren, Aaron J. Weigman and wife, Rachel, Levi J. Weigman and wife Reva, Ethan
M. Weigman and wife, Savannah, Natalie M. Bozarth and husband, Sean, Brandon lorello Stewart, and David
Ross Stewart; great grandchildren, Olivia, Logan, Alexis, Bryce, Weston, Riley, Lux, Harlow, Dabhlia, Ivy,
Brittany Ricketts and Iverson, Victoria Burns and husband, James, Kelly McAdam and husband, Mike and
Arden, Kyle Ricketts, Derek, Amber, and Aryana; great-great grandchildren, Braylen, Aniyan, Jaxson, and
Salvatore.

Richard was preceded in death by his wife, Elizabeth Weigman; and parents, Richard and Eva Weigman.

A funeral service will be held at 2:00 p.m., Thursday, December 21, 2023 at Turrentine-Jackson-Morrow
Funeral Home, 2525 Central Expressway N, Allen, Texas. A Interment will follow at Ridgeview Memorial Park.
A The family will receive friends during a visitation on Wednesday afternoon from 4:00-6:00 p.m. at the funeral
home.

COUNCIL #7850 - ST ELIZABETH ANN SETON REMEMBERS
THOMAS (TOM) PATRICK BRAUN

December 2, 1937 - June 14, 2022

Thomas "Tom" Patrick Braun, devoted husband, father, and grandfather, was
ushered into Heaven on June 14, 2022, at age 84.

He was born in Jeffersonville, IN to Frank and Clara (Wulf) Braun, Jr. He was
preceded in death by his parents and 8 siblings.

He moved to Texas in May 1966 after being honorably discharged from the
Air Force. He was an engineer by trade, devout Catholic, loved golf and was
fascinated by space.

He is survived by his loving wife Juanita "Nita" (Grubbs) Braun, 9 children

and their spouses, 12 grandchildren, 3 great grandchildren, and many loving
nieces and nephews.

A Memorial Mass will be held at 10:00am, Friday, July 8, 2022, in the Formation Center at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic Church, 3100 Spring Creek Pkwy, Plano, TX 75023.

Burial will follow at Dallas Fort Worth National Cemetery at 2:00pm, July 8, 2022, following the Memorial Mass at the
church.

In lieu of flowers, please send donations to St Jude's Hospital; stjude.org/donate
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COUNCIL #7850 - ST ELIZABETH ANN SETON REMEMBERS
BERNARD (BERNIE) A GOMON

February 7, 1932 - December 21, 2025 (Bernie)
November 4, 1932 - December 7, 2025 (Bev)

Beverly (Bev) and Bernard (Bernie) Gomon were both born in 1932, and
first met in 6th grade in Baraboo, Wisconsin. High school sweethearts,
they married in 1951 and celebrated 74 years of marriage together. They
are survived by 5 children and their respective spouses, 12
grandchildren, 19 great-grandchildren and a host of family and friends.

Bev found it very fulfilling to be a wife and mother to their five children.

She was an excellent cook, and her family especially enjoyed her scrambled pancakes with syrup from the
elephant pitcher on Sunday mornings. As a family, we would go strawberry and apple picking, after which Bev
would spend many hours making and canning strawberry jam and applesauce. She basically baked cookies
every other day for her kids, and everyone loved her pies (especially Bernie), and Kringle, which is still a family
tradition to have each Christmas.

Bev did not obtain her driver's license until she was an adult. One of her first forays in freeway driving was on a
family vacation to California. Bernie advised her to drive at a speed that was "comfortable" for her. After going
100 mph in the Country Squire station wagon through the Rocky Mountains, she was given the nickname
"Leadfoot." No wonder Bernie always prayed the rosary before road trips!

Bev was also an excellent seamstress and spent many happy hours at her sewing machine. When we were
children, she made all our clothes, and back-to-school shopping meant trips to her favorite place, the fabric
store, to pick out the patterns and fabrics we wanted. She embroidered Christmas stockings for all her
grandchildren and was even known to make personalized quilts for her grand dogs. It's unclear which she
appreciated more - the sewing or the time away from her 5 children. She was active in the prayer quilt ministry
in the parish and generously made many quilts and clothes for under-privileged children throughout the world.

Bernie attended UW Platteville prior to joining and serving in the United States Air Force for four years. He was
stationed in England where he and Bev enjoyed many trips throughout Europe during that time. He and Bev
returned to Wisconsin after his honorable discharge from the Air Force. He joined General Merchandise, which
was purchased by JCPenney in 1961. Bernie spent his entire career with JCPenney, first in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, then was transferred to their corporate office in New York City and finally to their new corporate
headquarters in Plano, Texas, from which he retired in 1995. While Bernie enjoyed a very successful career
with Penney's, it's notable that neither his wife nor any of their 5 children ever knew what he did or his exact
job title during the entirety of his career. In fact, to date, it's still unclear. Perhaps JCPenney had their own
internal CIA?

Bernie was very well-liked and well-respected throughout his career at JCPenney. A quote from one of his co-
workers at his retirement party says, "While it was our meeting at JCPenney that brought us together, we are
glad that the relationship grew to a friendship that transcended business. As | mentioned at our going-away
party, Bernie, you are the one who taught me that decency and friendship could exist within the business
environment." A good summary of Bernie's moral compass for the whole of his life.



After retirement, Bernie was an avid golfer, Costco-sample taste-tester, and pie aficionado. He enjoyed
washing his cars (so clean you could eat off the engines but never bring food or drink inside the vehicle) and
was the inspiration for Felix Unger of the Odd Couple. Bernie was known to inspect his children's
housekeeping skills after their Saturday chores, and if you didn't pass his "white glove test", you had to redo
your chore until it met his standards. He would take the boys golfing on Saturday mornings at 5:30 am -
ostensibly to avoid the wait times, but in reality, to allow the boys time to golf and then get home for yard work
and car washing. Bernie taught all 5 of his children how to properly wash cars (always with a chamois and
never a towel!), and if it was 33 degrees and above, we washed the cars weekly. And, who knew cutting the
grass was a skill? One is to always mow in a different direction each week, so the grass does not grow at an
angle. Now you know!

Bernie was a long-time member in the Knights of Columbus and was on the Art and Environment Committee in
Plano. Their faith was very important to them, and both served as Eucharistic Ministers at church as well. They
attended church no matter where they were in the world and took great comfort in their religion.

Bev and Bernie shared a love for travel and travelled extensively throughout the world. They often visited
family and friends in the US. When we were younger, they would load up the station wagon with all the
suitcases arranged in an orderly fashion in the luggage rack on top of the car. Bev would be the navigator
using the AAA TripTiks, and let's just say map reading was not her forte. Each morning, we'd stop for breakfast
at a roadside rest area where we enjoyed donuts and the small variety pack boxes of cereal, which we never
fought over. Bev loved visiting her sister and family in Vermont, going cross country skiing and enjoying family
time. Bernie enjoyed visiting his family in Baraboo, Wisconsin and going to their high school reunions each
decade. Bev did not enjoy these high school reunions quite as much and made Bernie promise they'd stop
after their 50-year reunion.

They were great role models for their children and grandchildren. Every night, we had dinner together as a
family and talked about our days until everyone was done. They would take us for Sunday afternoon drives in
the fall when Packer games were blacked out, and to see Christmas lights and decorations during the holidays.
Imagine choosing to spend hours in a car with 5 arguing children! They were not saints, however. Once or
twice a year, they would load all 5 children into the station wagon and drive across the state line to lllinois
where they would smuggle margarine back home in crates (at that time, margarine was illegal to sell in
Wisconsin, the dairy state). Fortunately, none of their children turned to a life of crime. As family was important
to them, they would call all their children weekly to chat and arrange for several family reunions throughout the
years so everyone could get together as our family lives from coast to coast. Good times were had by all!

We are thankful to have had them in our lives as long as we did. As they were together throughout their lives,
they died peacefully in their sleep two weeks apart at almost the exact same time in the morning. We take
comfort knowing they are together for eternity.

A Funeral Mass for Bev and Bernie Gomon will be held at 11:00 a.m., Wednesday, January 21, 2026, at St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church, Plano, Texas, with a rosary at 10:30 a.m.

As Bev did not have a green thumb (even fake flowers didn't survive in her garden plot, aka "the grave"). In lieu
of flowers, donations to the North Texas Food Bank in their memory are greatly appreciated.



VOLUME 23, ISSUE 7 KNIGHT LIFE JANUARY 2026

Our Newsletters are Important Outreach Tools
Please contribute each month- pictures, articles, events, etc.

Newsletter Policy

By the 3@ Monday of each month refer all articles, pictures, questions, and suggestions to Newsletter Editor
Craig Robinson (craig.robinsonl9@gmail.com) If you attend an event and snap a picture (cell phone or camera),
share it with the Council. If you have an interest in helping to edit the newsletter or helping write articles, contact
me. NOTE — Newsletters can be found on our website. Just click the Newsletters link on the left side of the page

and enjoy.

Calendar notes: Events on the following pages are bold for national or church holidays or to highlight
changes from the norm. Shaded events indicate recent changes or additions. Check the
www.kofc7850.0rg website EVENT CALENDAR for the most up to date information that includes the
specific address and Google map for most events.

Council 7850 http://kofc7850.0rg Page 26



http://kofc7850.org/
mailto:craig.robinson19@gmail
http://www.kofc7850.org/

	The Fifteen Promises of Mary to Christians Who Recite the Rosary



