ELLIS, nominated by Elaine Trautwein, Guardian ad Litem is receiving the Knights of
Columbus Phoenix Award. Ellis is a Junior attending PACE West School while dual
enrolled in college courses at Northern Virginia Community College. Originally from the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, when he graduates from high school next year, he will
already have his associates degree, and his plan is to transfer to a four-year university to
study aerospace engineering and software development. In his young life, Ellis has faced
many challenges that most adults will never face, and has done so with immense courage
and perseverance.

GABRIEL - Nominated by Gretchen Barnette with Prince William County Schools is receiving
the John P. Castro Memorial Beat the Odds Scholarship. Gabriel is a senior at
Independence Non-Traditional School and is on track to graduate with an advanced diploma
with plans to attend the Accelerated Training in Defense Manufacturing program and

become a certified welder. Smart and creative, and a notably strong advocate for himself, he
plans to build submarines. In his application, he writes that what changed for him "was
realizing that I didn't want to become another product of my environment. I didn't want my
past to decide my future." He is proud to be selected for this scholarship - it "give(s) me the
chance that my past tried to close."



DIMI - Nominated by Tiana Noble with Prince William County Schools is receiving the
Knights of Columbus Beat the Odds Scholarship. She will graduate this spring from
Colgan High School with an advanced studies diploma and plans to attend Hampton
University in the fall. She will study elementary education and hopes to later obtain a
master's degree in counseling so that she can work as a child life specialist, and support
children the way she wishes she had been supported. As a young Black woman, Dimi also
aspires to bring more diversity to the child life specialist profession and advocate
particularly for Black children and families in mental healthcare. One of her teachers writes
that Dimi's ability to "bridge differences and foster inclusivity is a rare and invaluable
quality," one that will help her to continue working to better her community in the years to
come.



