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Reception 5:30 pm

Opening Remarks 6:15 pm
Stephen Lofaso, President, PWC Bar Association, Welcome
Dinner 6:30 pm
Beat the Odds® Award Presentations 7:15 pm
Grace Lempp, President, PWC Bar Foundation

2026 Beat the Odds® Phoenix Awards

Angel Ellis

Elizabeth Abigail

2026 Beat the Odds® Scholarship Awards
Gabriel Rebecca Meilynn
Ivan Jefferson Katherine
Alicia Sidny Lemorris
Briana Raina Eliana
Jason Jasmine Dimi
Michelle Vanvy Julissa

Keynote Speaker

Christopher Shorter, County Executive
For Prince William County 8:00 pm

Closing Remarks



THE PWC BAR FOUNDATION COULD NOT
HAVE FUNDED TONIGHT’S SCHOLARSHIPS
WITHOUT THE GENEROSITY AND
FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF-...

Blankingship & Keith, P.C.
Branca & Sanders Law, PLLC
Carluzzo Rochkind & Smith, P.C.
CASA Children’s Intervention Services
Cascade Insurance Group
Collins Family Law, P.C.
Compton & Duling, P.C.
Fraternal Order of Police, Battlefield Lodge #43
The Honorable Abigail A. Miller & Captain Neil Miller
Knights of Columbus, John Paul I Council #7165
Nichols Zauzig, P.C.
Prince William County Commonwealth's Attorney Office
Prince William Professional Firefighters - IAFF Local 2598
Prince William County Public Defender s Office
Tobias Iszard, P.C.
Vanderpool, Frostick and Nishanian, P.C.
Villagio Hospitality Group
Walsh, Colucci, Lubeley & Walsh, P.C.
Wind River Chimes
Youth for Tomorrow

In addition to financial donations, this program would not be possible without the
invaluable contribution of countless hours of time donated by members of the PWC
Bar Association and the Board and Committees of the PWC Bar Foundation.

BLANKINGSHIP AND KEITH
BEAT THE ODDS SCHOLARSHIP

Blankingship & Keith, P.C. was founded in 1979 and is one of the premier
civil law firms in Northem Virginia. The attorneys of Blankingship & Keith
practice in many areas, from personal injury to real estate, family law to
business and tax [aw. Their commitment to the community extends far
outside the courtroom, and they have one of the longest standing supporters
of the Prince William County Bar Foundation’s Beat the Odds program.
Partner Giff Hampshire served on the Foundation’s board for many years.
This award-winning fiom has offices in Fairfax and Manassas.

BRANCA & SANDERS LAW
BEAT THE ODDS SCHOLARSHIP

Branca & Sanders, PLLC serves clients with criminal and civil defense
matters in Prince William and her surrounding counties, doing everything
from traffic infractions to violent felonies to expungements to protective
order litigation. Knowing that the criminal justice system can be a daunting
and overwhelming experience, the attomeys and staff at Branca & Sanders
ensure each and every client is treated with kindness and dignity. The firm
celebrated its grand opening in 2025. Branca & Sanders, PLLC is excited to
support this amazing scholarship for the even-more-amazing recipients.
Mark Branca and Taylor Sanders also have a long history of serving as
attorney-mentor volunteers!

CASA-CIS BEAT THE ODDS SCHOLARSHIP

Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) Children’s Intervention
Services is a nonprofit organization comprised of volunteer advocates for
children experiencing abuse or neglect in court proceedings in Fauquier,
Prince William, Rappahannock, and Warren Counties as well as the cities of
Manassas and Manassas Park. Their mission is to advocate for the best
interest of every child, and to give each child a voice in the court system. In
addition to the amazing support these volunteers provide children, CASA
nominates Beat the Odds award winners every year. The Bar Foundation is
grateful for this special partnership.

CASCADE INSURANCE GROUP
BEAT THE ODDS SCHOLARSHIP

Cascade Insurance is an independent insurance agency serving Northem
Virginia for over 30 years, with offices in Manassas, Woodbridge, and
Arlington. Their fantastic team of insurance professionals are committed to
providing the best products and a competitive price to keep you, your
family, and your property safe. Principal David Dodero leads a talented
team of professionals who pride themselves on building long-lasting
relationships with their clients in addition to remarkable customer service.
Cascade is also deeply rooted in our community, as exemplified by their
commitment to the youth of Prince William County!



COLLINS FAMILY LAW
BEAT THE ODDS SCHOLARSHIP

Collins Family Law serves clients with family law matters throughout
Northern Virginia, doing everything from drafting prenuptial agreements to
custody and visitation matters to post-divorce modifications. The attorneys
and staff ensure that they treat every client with empathy and compassion,
recognizing that navigating family law can be emotionally challenging and
overwhelming. The firm celebrated its grand opening in 2024 and has
attorneys licensed to practice in all state-level courts in the Commonwealth.
We are excited to continue this partnership with Collins Family Law and for
their support of our amazing scholarship recipients.

DENNIS CARLUZZO MEMORIAL
BEAT THE ODDS SCHOLARSHIP

Dennis “Denny” Robert Carluzzo was bom on February 28, 1945 in
Vineland, New Jersey, the eldest son of Mildred and Louis Carluzzo. He
graduated from Sacred Heart High School where he excelled athletically and
academically. His favorite sport was basketball. He attended Villanova on an
academic scholarship and played on the basketball team for three years.
After college, Denny worked at NASA for a year before enrolling in law
school at American University. He served as law review editor and met his
wife Joni while a law student. Denny and Joni had two children, Michael
and Katelyn. He served the government as an attorney for several years
before entering private practice. He was renowned for his skill and passion
for guardian ad litem work. Denny received the Bar Association’s Guardian
Ad Litem of the Year award and the Arthur W. Sinclair Professionalism
award. Denny passed away after a courageous battle with cancer on March
17, 2017. His professionalism, passion, and skill will be greatly missed by
our community. His wife, Joni, and children wish to honor his memory by
recognizing a student who has beaten significant odds and wants to continue
his or her education. Carluzzo Rochkind & Smith, PC has generously
sponsored this year’s scholarship in memory of their founding partner and
friend.

FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE
BEAT THE ODDS SCHOLARSHIP

The Fraternal Order of Police (FOP) is the world’s largest organization of
sworn law enforcement officers, with more than 325,000 members in more
than 2,100 lodges. They are the voice of those who dedicate their lives to
protecting and serving our communities. The FOP is committed to
improving the working conditions of law enforcement officers and the safety
of those they serve through education, legislation, information, community
involvement, and employee representation. Battlefield Lodge #43 is
comprised of numerous law enforcement agencies from around the greater
Prince William County area. Battlefield Lodge #43 runs the Battlefield
Lodge Charitable Foundation which is a 501(C)(3) Organization involved in
several charitable events, to include Santa Cops, Special Olympics, and Beat
the Odds. The Bar Foundation is thankful to FOP for their partnership.

H. JAN ROLTSCH-ANOLL HONORARY
BEAT THE ODDS SCHOLARSHIP

Judge Jan Roltsch-Anoll, a graduate of the William & Mary Marshall-Wythe
School of Law, served as a Judge on the Prince William County Juvenile and
Domestic Relations Court bench from 2014 until May of 2022. She
previously practiced law for over twenty years and represented clients in
complicated business, commercial, estate and personal injury actions on both
the trial and appellate levels. Judge Roltsch-Anoll also served as the Vice
Chair for the District III Section of the Virginia Bar's disciplinary committee,
served for three years as a faculty member of the Virginia Bar's
Professionalism Course, and was the longtime President of the Prince
William County Bar Foundation, which she propelled to the successful
organization that it is today. She was the 2003 recipient of the Arthur C.
Sinclair Award for Professionalism, the highest honor awarded by the Prince
William County Bar Association.

Wind River Chimes generously sponsored this scholarship. Wind River
Chimes believes that music speaks to everyone. Their chimes are inspired
by nature and designed to make the natural world even more inspiring. Their
chimes are made in Manassas Park and influenced by the shores, mountains
and valleys of Virginia. Every color palette is a walk in the woods. Every
chord is a choir of birds across the bay. And every breeze brings with it
renewed beauty, mystery and wonder. At Wind River they strive to leave the
world a little better than they found it through their employee
development programs, their community involvement, and the soothing
notes of their signature products. They do not simply make chimes. They
shape environments—at their company, in their community, and beyond.
Wind River Chimes is one of the Bar Foundation’s most outstanding
partners, donating significant funds year after year to support scholarships.

KATE SCHELL-SMITH HONORARY
BEAT THE ODDS SCHOLARSHIP

Kate Schell-Smith is a licensed clinical social worker in private practice in
Fredericksburg, Virginia. Her career spans over four decades, specializing in
adolescent and adult treatment through individual, family and group therapy.
She is passionate about her clinical work and is committed to helping people
make practical and sustained changes in their lives. Previously she was
employed as a therapist and supervisor in the New Horizons Program of the
Prince William County Community Services. Kate was a frequent Beat the
Odds nominator from 2005 until her retirement in 2020 - in fact no one has
nominated more students for this program than Kate, resulting in tens of
thousands of scholarship dollars for her former students. This scholarship is
provided by the donation of Wind River Chimes.



JANICE J. WELLINGTON HONORARY
BEAT THE ODDS SCHOLARSHIP

Judge Janice Wellington, a graduate of George Washington University Law
School, began her law career with the Department of Transportation. A
serendipitous encounter would lead her to begin practicing law in Prince
William County, leaving behind government service. At the encouragement
of her coileagues and peers, Judge Wellington became the first woman and
the first African-American judge to sit on the Prince William County
Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court Bench in 1990, where she served for
30 years. She said, “When juveniles and parents discover how important life
is and are willing to do what’s necessary to make positive changes; when
they demonstrate that they care about each other and commit to doing the
hard work to produce life changing results; these are the moments where I
could hardly contain my joy.” Judge Wellington led the charge to establish
the Beat the Odds Program in Prince William County over 20 years ago and
her legacy lives on through tonight’s incredible awardees.

The Janice J. Wellington Honorary Scholarship is sponsored by Compton &
Duling and Wind River Chimes. Compton & Duling is steeped in the history
of Northern Virginia and uses their institutional memory to form new ways
of thinking about clients’ problems. Compton & Duling are solution-seekers,
utilizing their history of excellence to help bring solutions to their clients.
Compton & Duling has been solidified as one of Prince William’s most
well-regarded law firms. They continue to grow and service the needs of
clients throughout Northern Virginia. Compton & Duling is a proud
supporter of a variety of organizations within this community and the greater
area and are longtime supporters of the Prince William Bar Foundation.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
BEAT THE ODDS SCHOLARSHIP

The Knights of Columbus’ commitment to charitable service is just one of
the many ways they express their Catholic faith, building a bridge back to
what matters most: faith and charity. Charity is at the heart of their work and
faith, and always has been. For the Knights of Columbus, charity means
supporting a virtually boundless variety of projects. The local John Paul I
Council of the Knights of Columbus has been active in this community for
over 40 years and are longtime partners of the Bar Foundation and Beat the
Odds.

JOHN P. CASTRO MEMORIAL
BEAT THE ODDS SCHOLARSHIP

John P. Castro, LTC, US Army Retired, a native of Buffalo, NY, was born
December 29, 1938. John was a graduate of St. Joseph Collegiate Institute.
He received an undergraduate degree from Canisius University and a
Master’s degree from Niagara University. John was commissioned in the US
Army through the ROTC program as an infantry officer. John was the
recipient of the Bronze Star Medal, Air Medal, Korean Service Medal,
Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm Medal, Vietnam Staff Service Medal,
and the Combat Infantryman Badge and several personal awards. He was a
veteran of the Korean and Vietnam Wars, serving multiple tours in Vietnam.
Retiring as Lieutenant Colonel in 1982 after 21 years of honorable service.
John was a proud active member of the Knights of Columbus, having served
as the Grand Knight of John Paul I Council 7165 and a District Deputy. He
was also a 4th Degree member of Fr Edward L. Richsardson, SMA,
Assembly 3174. John was also an active member of Holy Family Catholic
Church in Dale City since 1974. John was a staunch supporter of the Beat
the Odds program, and served as a board member for a number of years.
John and his loving wife of 64 years Joyce, were the proud parents of three
sons Emest and wife Lisa, Richard and wife Helen, Robert and wife Alison.
John had eight grandchildren and one great-granddaughter. John passed
away on May 21, 2024. John Paul I Council 7165 of the Knights of
Columbus wish to honor John’s memory by recognizing a student who has
beaten the odds and strives to continue their education.

MICHAEL A. JAKUB MEMORIAL
PHOENIX AWARD

Michael A. Jakub was a longtime resident of Prince William County who
dedicated his life to family, public service, and helping others improve their
futures through education and opportunity. A proud husband and father, he
raised his family in the community he called home until his passing in 2025.
Mr. Jakub worked for the United States Department of State for more than
40 years and was a strong proponent of education and personal growth. He
would be honored to have his name associated with the Beat the Odds
Program because of the opportunities it provides to students striving to
overcome challenges and better their situations.

This scholarship is named in his honor and is provided by the Honorable
Abigail Miller, Prince William General District Court Judge, and her
husband, Prince William County Police Captain Neil Miller. Mr. Jakub was
Captain Miller’s stepfather.



PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY OFFICE OF THE
COMMONWEALTH’S ATTORNEY
MIKE PHIPPS MEMORIAL
BEAT THE ODDS SCHOLARSHIPS

The legal community established the Mike Phipps Memorial Beat the Odds
Scholarships in 2025 in loving memory of our friend and colleague, former
Deputy Commonwealth’s Attorney for Prince William County, W. Michael
Phipps, known as Mike. Mike served the Commonwealth as an attorney
dedicated to helping families and improving the lives of people in his
community. Mike was born and raised in southern Virginia and came to
northern Virginia for law school, where he met his wife, Kathy. They
remained in northern Virginia where they raised their daughter, Dina. Mike’s
family was the light of his life. Those who loved Mike miss his kindness,
sense of humor, mentorship, intelligence, and compassion. Mike’s
colleagues at the Office of the Commonwealth’s Attorney felt that funding
this scholarship was a perfect way to honor the memory of Mike: a great
mentor, lawyer, father, brother, husband, and friend.

PRINCE WILLIAM PROFESSIONAL
FIREFIGHTERS PHOENIX AWARD

Prince William Professional Firefighters is the Prince William County
Affiliate of the International Association of Fire Fighters. Local 2598
represents over 650 uniformed and non-uniformed members of the Prince
William County Department of Fire and Rescue. Local 2598 works to
strengthen the community by improving the fire and rescue services
provided to people within the county while supporting those who protect and
serve. The Bar Foundation is grateful to the Local 2598 for the vital work
that they do and for their contribution to a Phoenix Award winner this year!

PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY
OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC DEFENDER
NON OBSTANTE OMNIA
BEAT THE ODDS SCHOLARSHIP

The Prince William County Office of the Public Defender was established in
2020. The public defender’s office is dedicated to protecting and defending
the rights and dignity of their adult and juvenile clients through zealous,
compassionate, high-quality legal advocacy. Non obstante omnia is a Latin
phrase that means “despite everything” and encapsulates the resilience and
bright futures of all of the Beat the Odds Scholarship winners. Many of the
attorney-mentors every year are lawyers at the Office of the Public Defender
and are always excited to work directly with their mentees. Bar Foundation
President Grace Lempp is an Assistant Public Defender and this program
would not be possible without the dedication and work of Director of
Operations Chevonne Shartzer.

TOBIAS ISZARD
BEAT THE ODDS SCHOLARSHIP

Tobias Iszard is a team of experienced trial lawyers focused on family law
issues: from divorce to child custody to support. Attomeys also practice
criminal law, personal injury, and handle appeals. The firm prides itself on
open accessibility to clients and a deep level of communication that ensures
the team is fighting alongside and in the best interest of clients. Formed by
founding partners Amy Tobias and Ashleigh Iszard in 2021, Tobias Iszard
has a history of involvement with the Prince William County Bar
Association and Bar Foundation and, in particular, Beat the Odds. The firm’s
commitment to bettering the lives of families in Prince William County is
apparent through their years of volunteer work and this year’s generous
donation to the Beat the Odds Program.

VANDERPOOL, FROSTICK & NISHANIAN, P.C.
BEAT THE ODDS SCHOLARSHIP

The mussion of Vanderpool, Frostick and Nishanian, P.C. (VF&N) is to
provide value-driven solutions to our clients’ legal issues by combining
expertise, judgment and perspective to create strategic relationships that
focus on our clients’ goals. VF&N provides innovative and comprehensive
legal solutions for businesses, local governments, and individuals. For the
past 30 years, VF&N attorneys have built a reputation of high-quality
service, robust experience, and extensive industry knowledge. With several
cross-functional practice areas and a shared passion for helping our clients
thrive, our legal teams are equipped to handle our clients’ most complex
cases. VF&N is also deeply rooted in and dedicated to our community;
VF&N are active advocates of civic leadership, education, arts, and access to
justice. VF&N Attorneys D. Bradley Marshall, Stephen D. Lofaso, and
Robert J. Zelnick are all members of the Prince William County Bar
Foundation Board of Directors.



VILLAGIO HOSPITALITY GROUP
BEAT THE ODDS SCHOLARSHIP

The Villagio Hospitality Group proudly owns and operates a number of
unique restaurants, event spaces, and entertainment venues, and in
Manassas and Clifton, Virginia. In addition to funding a scholarship to
support our incredible award recipients, Villagio also donated a portion of
the cost of tonight’s event, demonstrating their continued support of
community initiatives such as the Beat the Odds Program. The NOVA
LIVE campus includes a beautiful new hotel, award-winning brewery,
upscale restaurants, tons of live outdoor entertainment, and Brentsville Hall,
the elegant event space we’re lucky enough to be celebrating at tonight.
Villagio Hospitality Group is proud to host one-of-a-kind destinations for
connection and community in northern Virginia.

WALSH, COLUCCI, LUBELEY & WALSH
BEAT THE ODDS SCHOLARSHIP

Since 1983, and with four locations throughout northem Virginia, Walsh,
Colucci, Lubeley & Walsh has taken a case-by-case and client-by-client
approach to land use and zoning cases, real estate transactions, business
transactions, estate planning, eminent domain, and litigation. The firm
consists of attorneys who are “people persons” and collectively have many
years of experience in complex commercial and business legal matters.
Also, Walsh, Colucci, Lubeley & Walsh values supporting its local
community through contributions to the arts, healthcare, education, and
youth activities, as well as hosting an annual golf tournament fundraiser for
the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation and supporting community
housing nonprofits and other organizations.

YOUTH FOR TOMORROW
BEAT THE ODDS SCHOLARSHIP

The mission of Youth For Tomorrow (YFT) is to to provide children and
families with the opportunity to focus their lives and develop the
confidence, skills, intellectual ability, spiritual insight and moral integrity -
each based on Godly principles, resulting in positive changes to the benefit
of the child, the family, the community, and the nation. Established in 1986
by former Washington Commanders head coach Joe Gibbs, YFT offers
several residential programs to youth in need of assistance with housing
insecurity, mental health and behavioral issues, substance abuse, trafficking,
and other challenges that our youth face. The campus also offers outpatient
mental health services and a private secondary school. YFT is licensed and
accredited and serves over 800 children in the community each year. The
Bar Foundation is grateful to begin this new partnership with such an
amazing organization!

PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY

BAR FOUNDATION

The Beat the Odds®
Program is Funded by the
Prince William County Bar Foundation

For over 100 years, the juvenile justice system has intervened on behalf of
the youth of our community because of abuse, neglect, or acts of juvenile
delinquency that are all too often accompanied by unending stories of family
dysfunction and domestic chaos. Our 31* Judicial District launched the first
Beat the Odds® celebration in the Commonwealth of Virginia for the benefit
of the at-risk youth of our jurisdiction in fitting tribute to the 100
anniversary of juvenile justice. The Prince William County Bar Association
adopted this program in 2001 with the dedicated financial support of the
Prince William County Bar Foundation.

The PWCBA’s Beat the Odds® (BTO) program is an adaptation of the
nationally recognized program originally developed by the National
Children’s Defense Fund. The objective of the PWCBA BTO program is to
recognize and encourage our community’s youth who come in contact with
our juvenile justice system to develop their full social and academic
potential. This program has been designed and implemented by a multi-
disciplinary committee comprised of PWCBA members working with
designated representatives from the Court Services Unit, the Community
Services Board, the Departments of Social Services, the local schools, the
J&DR District Court Clerk’s Office, and the Probation Departments of our
31* Judicial District.

Each award recipient came in contact with the juvenile justice system, some
due to abuse, neglect, substance abuse or mental health issues, and others
because of acts of juvenile delinquency or truancy. All of the award
recipients have overcome much of the adversity that contributed to their
initial need for intervention by the juvenile authorities. Each, despite
numerous obstacles, has made substantial academic and social progress that
this program seeks to encourage and reward.



Working Together To 6W

The Prince William County Bar Association. The Prince William County Bar
Association, Inc. (PWCBA) is a non-profit organization established in 1941.
Membership in the PWCBA is open to law students, attomeys licensed in
Virginia, and judges. The main objectives of the PWCBA are to maintain the
honor and dignity of the profession of law, to promote the due administration of
justice, and to foster mutval improvement and social interaction among its
members. One of the ways the PWCBA accomplishes these objectives is by the
implementation of law-related community service programs like the Beat the
Odds® Program. Learn more about the PWCBA online at www.pwcba.org.

The Prince William County Bar Foundation. The Prince William County Bar
Foundation (PWCBF) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organized and operated by local

attorneys for the purposes of funding service projects of the PWCBA. The
Foundation provides the funding for all of the Beat the Odds® scholarships and
awards through generous contributions from non-profit, government, corporate,
and private donors. Learmn more about the Bar Foundation and all the community
service programs it finds by visiting our website at www.pwcbf.org’

.The Juvenile Service Agencies of the 31% Judicial District, The 31* Judicial
District consists of the County of Prince William, the City of Manassas, and the
City of Manassas Park. The Court Services Unit, the Departments of Social
Services, the Community Services Board, the Juvenile and Domestic Relations
District Court Clerk’s Office, local schools, and the Probation Departments from
each of these jurisdictions work closely with the juveniles who come in contact
with our juvenile justice system. Nominations for the Beat the Odds® awards
are made by representatives from these agencies who have first-hand knowledge
about the unique circumstances, obstacles encountered, and progress made by
juveniles after involvement with the juvenile justice system. These dedicated
individuals work closely with the PWCBA and PWCBEF to bring this program to
life.

Beat the Odds Committee:

Chevonne Shartzer, Prince William County Public Defender’s Office
D. Bradley Marshall, Esq., Vanderpool, Frostick and Nishanian, P.C.
Grace Lempp, Prince William County Public Defender’s Office
Jennifer Sizer, PWC Department of Social Services

The Honorable Kiah D. Spinks, PWC J&DR Court

Lori V. Battistoni, Esq.

Mark Crossland, Esq. (Ret.)

Stephen Lofaso, Esq., Vanderpool, Frostick, and Nishanian, P.C.
Tanya Odell, Prince William County Public Schools

Tereza Son, 3 1st Judicial District Court Services Unit

The Honorable Abigail Miller, PWC General District Court

The Honorable Katherine McCollam, PWC J&DR Court

Whitney Melton, The Irving Law Firm

The PWC Bar Foundation Board of Directors

Grace Lempp, Prince William County Public Defender’s Office, President
Stephen D. Lofaso,Vanderpool, Frostick and Nishanian, P.C., President of
PWCBA & Foundation Treasurer

Azadeh Malek, Carluzzo Rochkind & Smith, P.C., Past-President of PWCBA
D. Bradley Marshall, Vanderpool, Frostick and Nishanian, P.C.

The Honorable Robert Coleman, PWC Circuit Court

Lori V. Battistoni, Esq.

Mark T. Crossland, Esq., (Ret.)

Michael Kalish, Walsh, Colucci, Lubeley & Walsh, P.C.

Paul Nichols, Nichols Zauzig, P.C.

Robert J. Zelnick, Vanderpool, Frostick and Nishanian, P.C.

The Honorable Abigail A. Miller, PWC General District Court

The Honorable Katherine McCollam, PWC J&DR Court

The Honorable Kiah D. Spinks, PWC J&DR Court

Whitney Melton, The Irving Law Firm

The PWC Bar Association Board of Directors

Stephen D. Lofaso, Vanderpool, Frostick and Nishanian, P.C., President
Azadeh Malek, Carluzzo Rochkind & Smith, P.C., Past-President
Collin Crookenden, Vanderpool, Frostick and Nishanian,
President-Elect

Taylor Sanders, Branca & Sanders, PLLC, Secretary

Andrae Morisi, Farrell & Croft, P.C., Treasurer-Elect

Shawn Stout, Prince William County Public Defender, Director
Nicholas L. Spyros, Spyros Counsel, LLC, Director

Matthew Morrison, Morrison Brown, PLC, Director

Grace Lempp, Prince William County Public Defender, Director
Seema Ruchandani, The Law Offices of Seema D. Ruchandani, LLC,
Bar Council Representative

Peyton Gwinn, Executive Director



The PWC Bar Foundation Beat the Odds® Mentors:

In the years since the inception of the Beat the Odds® program in our
jurisdiction, we discovered that the youth continue to need guidance to
facilitate the achievement of their academic or vocational goals.

In response, the PWCBF has established a mentoring program to match
lawyers from the PWC Bar Association to each Beat the Odds® recipient.
The mentors are available to assist and guide the recipients, one-on-one, as
they pursue their educational or vocational goals. The mentors also act as
liaisons between the recipient and the PWCBF by providing status updates
of the recipients to the scholarship sponsors, PWC Bar Association
members, and the Executive Board of the PWC Bar Foundation.

The Prince William County Bar Foundation gratefully acknowledges the
following attorneys who have volunteered to mentor the 2026 Beat the
Odds® recipients:

Beat the Odds 2026 Mentors

Anna Bristle, Bristle Schulze

Alex Brandler, PWC Commonwealth’s Attorney

Brad Marshall, Vanderpool, Frostick & Nishanian, P.C.
Cathy Carre, Prince William County Circuit Court Judges Chambers
Danielle Barnes-Smith, PWC Public Defender’s Office
Elaine Trautwein, Law Office of Elaine Trautwein
Elena Ventura, PWC Commonwealth’s Attorney

Haley Henderson, PWC Public Defender’s Oftice

Josh Hassell, PWC Public Defender’s Office

Katie Heller, PWC Public Defender’s Office

Kendra Barr, Compton & Duling, LC

Lucy Hamill, PWC Public Defender’s Office

Mark Branca, Branca & Sanders Law, PLLC

M. Aimee Rodriguez, The Hopkins Law Firm, PLLC
Mary Soliman, PWC Commonwealth’s Attormey

Rose Perkins, PWC Public Defender’s Office
Samantha Lewis, Collins Family Law, P.C.

Shawn Stout, PWC Public Defender’s Office

Steve Duckett, Battlefield Law Group

Tara Mooney, Prince William Office of the County Attorney
Taylor Sanders, Branca & Sanders Law, PLLC

Tom Luckey, Daugherty Luckey, PLLC

Special Thanks to everyone at Brentsville Hall
Jfor helping us make the annual
Beat the Odds® Banquet a great evening!

2026 PHOENIX AWARDS

KEZIAH “ANGEL”, nominated by Adrienne Mattison with
Independence Nontraditional School

Angel is receiving the Prince William Professional Firefighters
Phoenix Award. Angel attends Independence Nontraditional
High School. She plans to attend college to fulfill her “immigrant
mother’s American dream” and hopes to study to be a pediatric
nurse at Northermn Virginia Community College. Her advice to
other young people encountering challenging circumstances is
this: “life is tough, but so are they. Protect their confidence, never
let anyone dim their light, and stay focused on building a better
future for themselves.” Angel’s school counselors remark on her
unwavering commitment to improving herself and pursuing her
goals.

ELLIS, nominated by Elaine Trautwein, Guardian ad Litem

Ellis is receiving the Knights of Columbus Phoenix Award. Ellis
is a Junior attending PACE West School while dual enrolled in
college courses at Northern Virginia Community College.
Originally from the Democratic Republic of the Congo, when he
graduates from high school next year, he will already have his
associates degree, and his plan is to transfer to a four-year
university to study aerospace engineering and software
development. In his young life, Ellis has faced many challenges
that most adults will never face, and has done so with immense
courage and perseverance.



ABIGAIL. nominated by Tiffany Conley, Prince William County
Department of Social Services

Abigail is receiving the Walsh, Colucei, Lobeley & Walsh
Phoenix Award. She is on her way to making her dreams of
becoming a professional figure skater a reality, with a scholarship
from the Prince William Ice Center and plans to attend the
University of Delaware after she graduates from Riverbend High
School in Fredericksburg. In spite of a number of incredibly
challenging life circumstances, Abigail has remained steadfast in
her pursuit of her dreams, showcasing her immense strength and
determination.

ELIZABETH, nominated by Michelle Mahoney, Prince William
County Schools

Elizabeth is receiving the Michael A. Jakub Memorial Phoenix
Award. Elizabeth is a junior at Independence Non-Traditional
School and when she graduates early next year, she plans to study
nursing, like her mother before her. Finding her passion early in
life, Elizabeth has volunteered in nursing and also provided care
to her grandmother when she was ill. Elizabeth has found
significant value and assistance in her individual therapy, and
encourages anyone going through a difficult time to seek this
support. She gives this advice to others: “You may encounter
many defeats, but you must not be defeated. In fact, it may be
necessary to encounter the defeats, so you can know who you are,
what you can rise from, how you can still come out of it.”

2026 BTO SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

GABRIEL — Nominated by Gretchen Barnette with Prince
William County Schools

Gabriel is receiving the John P. Castro Memorial Beat the Odds
Scholarship. Gabriel is a senior at Independence Non-Traditional
School and is on track to graduate with an advanced diploma with
plans to attend the Accelerated Training in Defense Manufacturing
program and become a certified welder. Smart and creative, and a
notably strong advocate for himself, he plans to build submarines.
In his application, he writes that what changed for him “was
realizing that I didn’t want to become another product of my
environment. I didn’t want my past to decide my future.” He is
proud to be selected for this scholarship — it “give(s) me the chance
that my past tried to close.”

ALICIA — Nominated by Clare Barclay with Prince William
County Schools

Alicia is receiving the Blankingship & Keith Beat the Odds
Scholarship. Alicia is graduating this spring from Independence
Non-Traditional School to pursue her dream of becoming an
ultrasound technician or a flight attendant. She credits her
attendance officer at school as well as her family members with
helping to keep her on track, and that officer writes that Alicia is
extraordinarily resilient, loyal to her loved ones, and committed to
improving her future. Alicia leaves us with these words of
wisdom: “Hard times don’t last, but staying strong does.”

BRIANA — Nominated by Clara Lopez with Prince
William County Schools

Briana is receiving the Fraternal Order of Police Beat the Odds
Scholarship. She graduated early from Independence
Non-Traditional School in February after setting that goal for
herself. Briana plans to pursue a career as a detective and has
chosen sobriety in preparation for her participation in the PWC
Cadet Program. After a particularly inspiring conversation with a
Prince William County Police Department detective, she realized
she hopes to make a positive impact on the community by
investigating crimes and bringing people justice. In her experience
working with the Juvenile Court, she has learned that her choices
have consequences, but that she can grow from her mistakes.



JASON — Nominated by Clara Lopez with Prince William County
Schools

Jason is receiving the Youth for Tomorrow Beat the Odds
Scholarship. He will graduate this year from Independence
Non-Traditional School. After leaving school soon after he tumed
eighteen, a year later he returned and chose to finish his education,
reflecting his dedication to the development of accountability,
perseverance, and discipline. Jason has had quite the jouney after
losing his father at a young age and becoming involved in the
juvenile justice system — he later found sobriety, and regained the
trust and support of his family. Jason could have completed school
online, but impressively, he chose to come in person every day,
while also working full-time as a painter. He hopes to go to trade
school and become a plumber so that one day he can be stable, own
a home, and become a business owner.

MICHELLE — Nominated by Clara Lopez with Prince William County

Schools

Michelle is receiving the H. Jan Roltsch-Anoll Honorary Beat
the Odds Scholarship. Michelle graduated from Independence
Nontraditional School a semester early in February of 2026. She
will continue her education at Northern Virginia Community
College and hopes to study radiology and sonography so that she
can work as a diagnostic medical sonogram technician. Michelle
dreams of continuing her education further and eventually owning
her own home so that her parents can live with her. While in
school, Michelle worked full-time overnight at FedEx and then
UPS. Staff at her school describe her as finally realizing herself as
the “insightful, intelligent, mature, resilient, and responsible
young woman that they always knew she could be,” and they are
so proud of everything she has accomplished.

REBECCA - Nominated by Sylinda Banks with Prince William
County Schools

Rebecca is receiving the Tobias Iszard Beat the Odds
Scholarship. She will graduate from Independence Nontraditional
High School this year after working diligently to graduate early.
Rebecca ultimately hopes to join the Air Force but first will attend
Northern Virginia Community College to pursue training as an
EMT. Rebecca raises her one-year-old daughter while finishing
school and wants to make it far enough in her career so that her
daughter can live without the worries that she had growing up. Her
counselor writes that she is an exceptional student whose
circumstances, not ability, impacted her performance, and
commends her remarkable perseverance.

JEFFERSON — Nominated by Whitney Hecker with Prince William
County Schools

Jefferson is receiving the Non Obstante Omnia Beat the Odds
Scholarship. Jefferson graduated after completing online classes
through Prince William County Schools after a history of juvenile
incarceration and significant trauma that he never let stop him from
achieving his goals. He is currently working night shifts for
Amazon and as a tattoo apprentice with his mentor at Dale City
Body Art. Beat the Odds will assist him in purchasing tattoo
equipment so he can continue to work toward his goal of becoming
a tattoo artist. Jefferson hopes to volunteer in the future speaking to
young people in the criminal legal system to help them to reset their
mindsets and avoid incarceration.

SIDNY — Nominated by Adrienne Mattison with Prince William
County Schools

Sidny is receiving the Dennis Carluzzo Memorial Beat the Odds
Scholarship. Sidny will graduate this year from Independence
Nontraditional High School and then will start the automotive mechanic
repair program at Northern Virginia Community College. She has also
secured an apprenticeship in the field and will use her scholarship to
purchase necessary tools to further her education. Sidny has faced more
challenges in her young life than most adults will ever encounter, but
throughout every difficult circumstance, she has shown extraditionary

resilience, courage, and strength. As one of her teachers wrote, Sidny is
not defined by the adversity she has faced, but by how she has risen
above it. She is a natural leader who, above all, strives to “carry forward
my mother’s kind spirit by sharing compassion, creativity, and resilience
with others.”



RAINA — Nominated by Lindsey Walton with Prince William
County Schools

Raina is receiving the Kate Schell-Smith Honorary Beat the Odds
Scholarship (sponsored by Wind River Chimes). She graduates this
spring from Gainesville High School where she leaves behind a legacy
of kindness and a positive attitude that inspires staff and other students
alike. She will attend Virginia State University, the first person in her
family to attend college, and plans to pursue a career in criminology
and social work so that she can support children in the foster care and
juvenile justice system — so that she can “become the kind of adult 1
needed growing up.” Raina strives to continue growing into a
compassionate, resilient person who uses her experiences to help others,
and would tell other young people in her situation that “healing takes
time, discomfort, and patience, but it is possible if you choose to
prioritize yourself.”

JASMINE - Nominated by Christina DiGiacomo with Prince William
County Community Services

Jasmine is receiving the Janice J. Wellington Honorary Beat the Odds
Scholarship. Jasmine was one of our two Phoenix Award recipients in
2025. This year she graduates from Woodbridge Senior High School and
will be attending Northemn Virginia Community College in the fall. She
plans to obtain her associates degree and then transfer to a four-year
college to pursue a degree in psychology. When she was a sophomore,
she found her passion for the arts, and “began to fall in love with life.”
She hopes to apply what she has learned about overcoming mental health
challenges to a career in helping young people as a mental health social
worker. Jasmine has displayed several works of art at a Prince William
County Mental Health Awareness event, and spoke to the community
about how art can help to manage one’s mental health. Two of her pieces
are on display at Brentsville Hall tonight.

VANVY- Nominated by Stephanie Swift with Prince William
County Schools

Vanvy is receiving the Branca & Sanders, PLLC Beat the Odds
Scholarship. Vanvy will graduate this spring from Colgan High
School and will attend college in the fall at one of the several
universities at which she has been accepted. She plans to study
data science and has been pursuing an associates degree in
information systems as well as earning certificates in Data Science
and Artificial Intelligence through Northem Virginia Community
College while finishing her senior year. As the current primary
financial provider for her family by establishing her own business
making and selling art, Vanvy has dreams of working as a data
scientist for the Department of Defense and starting a nonprofit

to support first-generation college students. In spite of loss and
grief, Vanvy can offer this advice to others facing similar
challenges: “Even when you feel like you have nothing to give,
giving and service still matters. Showing up for others despite
your hardships strengthens your sense of character, empathy,
compassion, and resilience.”

MEILYNN — Nominated by Monique Connor with Prince William
County Community Services

Meilynn is receiving the CASA-CIS Beat the Odds Scholarship.
She graduates from Osboun Park High School this spring and will
attend Northermn Virginia Community College before transferring to
Mary Baldwin College to study psychology. From a young age,
Meilynn was forced to confront several family tragedies and her
own mental health struggles, which lead her to engagement in
therapy, and her desire to be a child psychologist. She says that
“numerous psychologists have helped me become the best person |
can be, so I strive to be that person for others.” Her counselor
commends her courage, leadership skills, compassion, resilience,
and sense of humor and is proud that she “uses the strength that she
has proved is within herself to accomplish what she sets her mind to.”



KATHERINE - Nominated by Souroush Hemmati with Prince William
County Community Services

Katherine is receiving the Cascade Insurance Group Beat the Odds
Scholarship. Katherine will graduate this spring from Independence
Nontraditional High School and plans to attend Northern Virginia
Community College and eventually transfer to a four-year college.

Her ultimate goal is to help immigrant families as an immigration
lawyer, and to give a voice to those who are often silenced. She plans
to write a book sharing those experiences and stories in the hopes of
inspiring others. While in school, she has worked several jobs to help
support her family. She gives this advice to others experiencing similar
struggles to her own: “Don’t let one set back color your life. Pause and
feel it, then keep going. Be the reason why people believe in beautiful
souls and kind hearts.”

DIMI — Nominated by Tiana Noble with Prince William County Schools

Dimi is receiving the Knights of Columbus Beat the Odds Scholarship.
She will graduate this spring from Colgan High School with an advanced
studies diploma and plans to attend Hampton University in the fall. She
will study elementary education and hopes to later obtain a master’s
degree in counseling so that she can work as a child life specialist,

and support children the way she wishes she had been supported. As

a young Black woman, Dimi also aspires to bring more diversity to

the child life specialist profession and advocate particularly for Black
children and families in mental healthcare. One of her teachers writes
that Dimi’s ability to “bridge differences and foster inclusivity is a rare
and invaluable quality,” one that will help her to continue working to
better her community in the years to come.

JULISSA — Nominated by Tiffany Conley with Prince William County
Department of Social Services

Julissa is receiving a Villagio Hospitality Group Beat the Odds
Scholarship. She will graduate from Unity Reed High School this
spring and attend Northern Virginia Community College in the fall
to study pastry arts. Her culinary arts teacher helped to inspire this
path and she hopes to one day open her own bakery. Julissa is an
advocate for mental health and writes that if someone has the chance
to go to therapy, they should take it. Her counselor praises Julissa in
using the challenges she has faced as motivation to “grow, persevere,
and push forward with purpose.” Julissa’s “ability to remain focused
and optimistic, even in difficult circumstances, speaks volumes about
her character and inner drive.”

IVAN — Nominated by Meredith Ayala with Prince William
County Schools

Ivan is receiving the Mike Phipps Memorial Beat the Odds Scholarship.
He graduates this year from Woodbridge Senior High School and will go
on to attend James Madison University in the fall to pursue a degree in
electrical engineering. Despite academic struggles and emotional
challenges, Ivan will be graduating with a 4.0 GPA. He hopes to work

in the semiconductor industry at Micron and has taken several significant
steps toward that goal, including an internship related to COVID-19 ICU
patient research. Ivan is also on the wrestling team, works part-time, and
participates in extracurricular activities like Future Business Leaders of
America (FBLA) and DECA.

LEMORRIS - Nominated by Kathleen An with Prince William
County Schools

Lemorris (Tre) is receiving the Collins Family Law Beat the Odds
Scholarship. He will graduate this spring from Colgan High School
with a 4.148 GPA and plans to attend a four-year college out of the
eight to which he has been accepted. Lemorris hopes to pursue a career
in finance, marketing, technology, or real estate, and to one day own

his own real estate firm. His school counselor writes that he is a natural
leader, and one of the most outstanding young men she has encountered
in her career. Lemorris is a gifted trumpet player, serving as the trumpet
section leader in Colgan’s band and a member of the prestigious Center
for Fine and Performing Arts. She also writes that when you meet
Lemorris, you don’t immediately sense the challenges he’s faced, but
“instead, you see a bright, intelligent, and kind young man with a great
sense of humor and a heart full of hope.”



ELIANA — Nominated by Kostas Zourzoukis with Prince William
County Schools

Eliana is receiving the Vanderpool, Frostick & Nishanian, P.C. Beat
the Odds Scholarship. She will graduate this spring from Colgan High
School and plans to attend Old Dominion University, where she will
study psychology in the Honors College. Eliana’s goals in her future
career as a therapist are incredibly noble: to listen and advocate for
people, to help people not feel alone, to give a voice to those who feel
they don’t have one, to make a real difference in society, and to help
guide people in the right direction. She works part-time while also
volunteering weekly at her grandmother’s nursing home. Her biology
teacher praises her as someone who is dependable, caring, and
motivated to make a meaningful difference in the lives of others.

W . Needs Your Support!
)Y

The Prince William County Bar Foundation depends on your
generous donations to fund worthwhile projects like BTO.

Please consider making a contribution.
Working together we can help deserving kids beat the odds!
Email pwebeattheodds@ gmail.com for more information.

This Contribution is made by:

Check ooe ol the foflowina: I

to specifically sappert the funding of
the Bear The Odds program ]

Qﬁ to support the PWCBF's
f many worthwhile projects

If na preference 1s selected, ysur donation wilt go
into the genwral fund.

Make check payable to PAWCBF and
i mail to: The Prince William Co. Bar

| Foundation
q 9188 Church Sireel
4343

Manassas. YA 20108

Contribution Form
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