Voter's Guide for Serious Catholics

YOUR ROLE ASA CATHOLIC VOTER

Catholics have amoral obligation to promote the common good through the exercise of their voting privileges
(cf. CCC 2240). Itisnot just civil authorities who have responsibility for a country. "Service of the common
good require(s] citizensto fulfill their rolesin the life of the political community” (CCC 2239). This means
citizens should participate in the political process at the ballot box.

Some things always are wrong, and no one may vote in favor of them, directly or indirectly. Citizens vote in
favor of these evilsif they votein favor of candidates who propose to advance them. Thus, Catholics should not
vote for anyone who intends to push programs or laws that are intrinsically evil.

Some NON-NEGOTIABLE ISSUES

These issues are called non-negotiable because they concern actions that are always morally wrong and must
never be promoted by the law. It is a serious sin to endorse or promote any of these actions, and no candidate
who really wants to advance the common good will support any of the non-negotiable.

1. Abortion

The Church teaches that, regarding alaw permitting abortions, it is "never licit to obey it, or to take part in a
propaganda campaign in favor of such alaw, or to vote for it" (EV 73). Abortion is the intentional and direct
killing of an innocent human being, and therefore it is aform of homicide.

The child is always an innocent party, and no law may permit the taking of hislife. Even when achild is
conceived through rape or incest, the fault is not the child's, who should not suffer death for others' sins.

2. Euthanasia

Often disguised by the name "mercy killing," euthanasia aso is aform of homicide. No one has aright to take
his own life (suicide), and no one has the right to take the life of any innocent person.

In euthanasia, theill or elderly are killed out of a misplaced sense of compassion, but true compassion cannot
include doing something intrinsically evil to another person (cf. EV 73).

3. Fetal Stem Cell Research

Human embryos are human beings. "Respect for the dignity of the human being excludes all experimental
manipulation or exploitation of the human embryo” (CRF 4b).

Recent scientific advances show that any medical cure that might arise from experimentation on fetal stem cells
can be developed by using adult stem cellsinstead. Adult stem cells can be obtained without doing harm to the
adults from whom they come. Thus there no longer isamedical argument in favor of using fetal stem cells.

4. Homosexual "Marriage" or " Unions'

True marriage is the union of one man and one woman. Legal recognition of any other form of "marriage”
undermines true marriage, and legal recognition of homosexual unions actually does homosexual persons a
disfavour by encouraging them to persist in what is an objectively immoral arrangement.



WHICH POLITICAL OFFICESSHOULD | WORRY ABOUT?

Every and any office from, Knight of Columbus executive, community leader, to civic, provincial and federa
politics.

HOW TO DETERMINE A CANDIDATE'SPOSITION

1 Ask them directly how they stand on each issue.
2. Research the policies of the party they belong to.

HOW NOT TO VOTE

1 Do not vote because past habits and that isthe way | always vote.

2. Do not vote because your family or friends vote for a certain candidate.

3. Do not cast your vote based on candidates appearance, personality, or "media savvy."
4. Do not vote for candidates simply because they declare themselves to be Catholic.

(They may be only seeking votes from Catholics).

5. Do not choose among candidates based on "What's in it for me?"

HOW TO VOTE

1 For each office, first determine how each candidate stands on each of the non-negotiable issues.
2. Eliminate from consideration candidates who are wrong on any of the non-negotiabl e i ssues.

No matter how right they may be on other issues,

3. Choose from among the remaining candidates, based on your assessment of each candidate's views on
other, lesser issues.

WHEN THERE ISNO "ACCEPTABLE" CANDIDATE

In some political races, each candidate takes a wrong position on one or more of the non-negotiabl e issues.

1 In such a case you may vote for the candidate who takes the fewest such positions or who seems |east
likely to be able to advance immoral legislation.
2. Or you may choose to vote for no one. (mark your ballot - none of the above)

THE ROLE OF YOUR CONSCIENCE

Conscienceislikeanaarm. A well-formed conscience never will contradict Catholic moral teaching.

(The Catechism of the Catholic Church is an excellent source of authentic moral teaching.)



