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SUBJECT: Knights of Columbus Council encouragement to attain 100% compliance by all councils with the Knights of 

Columbus Safe Environment program. 

Whereas, During the exemplification ceremony every person seeking admittance into the Knights of Columbus agrees 

to obey all lawful rules and regulations of the Knights of Columbus.  The Safe Environment Training Program is the 

subject rule being considered.  Every council’s Grand Knight, Program, Community and Family Directors are required to 

complete the prescribed training outlined by the Supreme Council of the Knights of Columbus.  Failure to comply causes 

the council to be ineligible for any Supreme Council Award.  This loss of eligibility has not been effective in encouraging 

councils to be fully compliant.  Ignorance of law and being negligent in performance of a duty are two concepts that are 

considered not a defense in a court.  Currently the councils in Illinois are between 50% and 70% complaint.  In truth, this 

really means that the councils in Illinois are somewhere 30% and 50% noncompliant with this rule and regulation of the 

Supreme Council.  Should the unthinkable event occur at a Knights of Coumbus event, or when Brother Knights are 

present, the financial, reputation and public good will built over the past 140 plus years will be damaged beyond repair.  

If you think this does not happen because we are Catholic Men, and the thought is abhorrent to us, you are wrong.  All 

you need to do is ask any of the current or past State Advocates what it is like to remove a Brother Knight from the 

Knights of Columbus, not because of an allegation but because they were convicted of Crimes Against Children. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the officers and membership as listed on attached signature forms request 

that the Illinois State Council of the Knights of Columbus implement a cost to each council for each required office holder 

that is not or does not maintain Safe Environment Compliance for their full term in office.  This amount should be equal 

for each position and be billed using the State per capita billing program.  The monies collected are not to be used for 

any other program, charity, or purpose other than funding an insurance policy to protect the compliant councils and the 

good name of the Knights of Columbus. All compliant councils including those with noncompliant members would be 

protected by the coverage.  The noncompliant individuals are to be excluded from this coverage.  The proposed 

noncompliance cost to the council is suggested to be $200 per office holder or a total of $800.  Any unfilled positions 

that are Safe Environment required do not reduce the total amount due.  All four positions must be filled and compliant 

to fully credit the council and remove the noncompliance burden.  A compliance grace period will end at 11:59 PM on 

the last day of August of each Fraternal Year.  Expiration of Compliance during the Fraternal Year will cause the penalty to 

be applied till compliance is achieved.  Repeat failures to comply will require a response by the Diocesan District Deputy 

Chairman.  If the required training is not available for an extended period, this shall not be the responsibility of the 

individual councils. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon adoption, a copy of this resolution and the attached endorsements be sent 

to the Illinois State Council for adoption at the state convention on May 17-19, 2024. 

Be it further Resolved that upon the state adoption a copy of this resolution and the attached endorsement be 

sent to Supreme for their adoption. 

 

SUBMITTED BY THE COUNCILS AND DISTRICT DEPUTY’S AND OTHER STATE OFFICERS AS 

SHOWN ON THE FOLLOWING ATTACHED PAGES. 
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SUBMITTED BY THESE COUNCILS, DISTRICT DEPUTY’S AND OTHER Knights of Columbus 

Submitted To Illinois Council   by Council #________ 

    

     GRAND KNIGHT            ________________________________________________ 

 

     FINANCIAL SECRETARY   _______________________________________________ 

 

     RECORDING SECRETARY _______________________________________________ 

                                      

     COUNCIL SEAL                                

                                   

     Signed and seal affixed this date           ___________/_________/______________ 
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SUBMITTED BY THESE DISTRICT DEPUTY’S AND OTHER Knights of Columbus Council Officials 

Submitted To Illinois Council        

 

DISTRICT DEPUTY #_________ 

           SIGNATURE                                           _____________________________________  

       Signed this date                                       ___________/_________/______________ 

 

DIOCESAN DISTRICT DEPUTY CHAIRMAN   _____________________________________ 

 SIGNATURE                       _____________________________________ 

       Signed this date                                        ___________/_________/______________ 

 

DIOCESAN CHAPTER PRESIDENT   ____________________________________________ 

             SIGNATURE                          _____________________________________________ 

        Signed this date                                ___________/_________/______________ 


