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CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE

Chaplain - Reverend James Boccabella, Pastor
Our Lady of Grace Church
Assoc. Chaplain Reverend Linus Nviiri, CSC
State Chaplain’s Message
Fr Donald Grzymski OFM Conv

I am sure we have all heard the expression “in the year
of our Lord” as “in the year of our Lord 2026.” I’'m also
sure many never reflect on the words or see them as
anything but a quaint nod to the Christian calendar. But as
disciples, and as Knights, think of the potential of an annual
dedication of the New Year to God. Along with that
dedication one might make the choice to better share the
Gospel, to serve others, to help the Kingdom of God unfold
in our midst. It might help us then to sanctify each day
through our daily prayers. The Church really presents
countless ways to approach doing just this, but two
particular ways are by following the temporal and sanctoral
Church calendars.

The temporal calendar carries us through the seasons,
from Advent, Christmas, Ordinary Time, Lent, Easter and
Ordinary Time once again. Using the Scripture readings of
the day, and particularly the Gospel readings, it helps us to
absorb this holy cycle, and to continually learn from the
Lord’s preaching, teaching and miracles.

The sanctoral cycle offers the feast days, special events
in the life of Christ or Mary, and the feasts of the saints,
celebrated in various degrees of solemnity. Some of these
feast days are celebrated by the whole Church, and some
are optional by local or particular devotion. We find such
variety in the holy women and men, who at varied times, in
different places, and in all sorts of vocational calls, have
sought to find holiness in their daily lives.

I haven’t made any New Year resolutions for a long
time, nor do | rely on those New Year good luck foods
(such as pickled herring or black-eyed peas), but I do find
the cycles of the Church year provide ample material for
prayer, reflection and action. In my Franciscan
community’s tradition, at Epiphany we also get a patron
saint and inspired saying to reflect upon during the year.
You might consider a saint for a special patron this year,
and then learn about them, reflect on their lives, and so on.

In a complementary way, if we think of the various
programs the Knights promote, some are continuous, but
many are seasonal. Again, there is so much present to help

us make 2026 a true “year of the Lord.”

Finally, noting that this year is also the 250th
anniversary of American independence, we patriotic
citizens can help others in appreciating the blessings of our
land, in working to correct any of our culture’s errors, and
in both thanking God and seeking continued divine
providence.

Vivat Jesus!

Fr. Donald

GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE

Mark Perez, GK

Today is the Feast of the
Holy Family.

We celebrate not only life
and not only family life but THE
LIFE

In January we will be
observing an event that has gone
on for decades after Roe v Wade
threw this country off track.

3 More than 60 million babies have
paid the price. It is time to celebrate Life and do something
about our situation.

There is an event which St Patrick’s is hosting. A bus
ride will be provided from St Patrick’s parking lot on
January 23 at 10:00 am to return at 4:30 pm. Sign up is on
their web site www.stpatricksmd.org. | encourage all my
brothers to participate and fill the bus. I will not be able to
attend, but support this ministry

In March, 1 will be participating in the state March for
Life. It is planned for March 16, 2026 and usually starts at
St Mary’s Parish with Mass. We then will march to the
capital where there will be a rally and speeches. | have
attended the last 2 of these marches and invite all to join in.
There is a web site to sign up and that will be provided at a
later date.

For now, | wish you all Merry Christmas (yes, it is still
Christmas time) and a happy, healthy New Year.

Now for our upcoming events calendar

Dec 25 Baptism of the Lord Merry Christmas!
Jan 2 First Friday 8:30 am St Peter’s

Jan7 Friends of St Joseph Rosary 7 pm St Peter’s
Jan 8 Executive meeting 7:30 pm Zoom
Jan 14  Business meeting 7:30 pm OLOG

Jan 23  March for Life (DC) St Patrick’s hosts


http://www.kofc6793.org/
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Feb4  Friends of St Joseph Rosary 7 pm St Peter’s
Feb5  Executive Meeting 7:30 pm Zoom
Feb 6  First Friday 9:00 am OLOG

Feb 11  Business Meeting
Feb 17  Shrove Tuesday (pancakes) 6:00 pm St Peter’s
Feb 28  Chili cook off 5:00 pm OLOG

SPECIAL NOTE: Save the date: March 14, 2026 is
Baltimore Archdiocese Annual Conference to be held at St
Louis Parish in Clarksville, MD.

7:30 pm St Peter’s
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Dr Norman Salem Jr
Donald M Hemke
Walter Fred Taylor
Bob Amato

James E Street

Donald M Hemke
David C Czarnecki
John R Feldmann
Joe Feakes

Yen Le, PGK

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
Locations of council meetings rotate between Parishes
and are generally held at 7:30PM. Check calendar for next

meeting location

Officer’s meetings are held on the first Wednesday of
the month. Council meetings are held on the second
Wednesday of the month and the Social meetings are held
on the fourth Wednesday of the month.

Consult with the Church Bulletin Website for the latest
Parish news.

OUR LADY OF GRACE

Website: https://www.ologlw.org/
Reverend James Boccabella, Pastor

—
-

=~ |

Church Bulletin website: https://ologlw.org/bulletin/

ST. PETER’S PARISH HIGHLIGHTS
Website: http://www.stpetersolney.org

Reverend Thomas M. Kalita, Pastor

Church Bulletin website:
https://fataonline.com/bulletins/StPeterOlney

ST. PATRICK’S PARISH HIGHLIGHTS
Website: http://www.stpatricksmd.org
Monsignor Charles J. Parry, Pastor

Church Bulletin website:
https://www.fataonline.com/bulletins/StPatrickNorbeck
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Family of the Month

The December Family of the Month is Jack and Phyllis
Giacalone — During December the Giacalones participated
in our two large council events. Jack was in charge of the
Breakfast with St Nick and they both helped throughout the
setup, execution and cleanup of our Christmas pot luck.
Their help was instrumental in the success of both events.
They are most deserving of Family of the Month

Knight of the Month

Dave Czarnecki is our Knight of the Month for
December. His efforts to produce a quality council
newsletter are remarkable. Every month and the month of
December he has published information of interest to the
whole council and in a letter that looks and reads like a
professional publication. Also significant are his
contributions to statewide membership for the Knights.
Congratulations.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Norman Salem, Membership Director
Do you know someone who might benefit from
becoming a Knight? Please talk to them as only a friend
can do. If help is needed, reach out to me, Norman Salem
at 410-446-9727 (cell/text) or nsalemjr@gmail.com.

FAITH ACTIVITES

Paul Lockwood - Dana E Perry, Faith Programs Director

FAMILY ACTIVITES

Eugene | Kane Jr, PGK, Family Programs Director

Director’s Message
Knights of Columbus Family January 2026

We as Knights have been discussing how to draw
others to Christ and the Church, but when it comes to
forming people as committed Catholics who will devote
themselves to doing God’s will throughout their lives,
nothing beats the family. The Catholic family is the
ultimate school of holiness for all paths in life, and young
people who start life without a solid formation in both love
and grace suffer an enormous disadvantage when
navigating the temptations of the world, the flesh and the
devil. The family is by God’s own design not only the
ultimate but the most intimate school of love, grace, trust in
God, human stability, and well-being. And this sort of
family begins with the marriage of two highly committed
and well-developed Catholics. We have the Feast of the
Holy Family early in the Church calendar for good reason.

Perhaps the first and most common mistake we tend to
make in forming families today is the separation of the idea
of family life from the idea of romance. From the very first
“date”, young men and women should be asking
themselves whether the person with whom they are risking
romantic involvement would make not only a good life-

long partner but a good father or a good mother—and that
begins with a shared Faith.

Marriage is—and is intended to be—its own school of
holiness, its own union with the sufferings of Christ, its
own path to obedience and closeness to God. Therefore, for
the well-being of both spouses and children, a fundamental
commitment to this vocation ought to be present from the
first—or if not present, there is a fundamental urgency to
adopt this understanding and commitment as soon as
possible. This is especially important for the raising of
children, as a married couple cannot communicate a deep
relationship with Christ to their children if they do not have
it themselves.

An ongoing occasion of grace

An authentic family life is, of course, an ongoing
occasion for grace and growth into the larger and deeper
family of God. Children must see in their parents a strong
commitment to both the sacramental life of the Church and
a familial and personal life of prayer and devotion to God.
Fr. Patrick Peyton, the so-called Rosary priest, coined the
now famous saying: “The family that prays together stays
together.” Even more importantly, the family that prays
together has a far greater chance of having each member of
the family, and especially each child, develop his own close
relationship with God, marked in time by his own patterns
of personal prayer, and constant personal awareness of
God’s presence.

Moreover, each family is a magnificent school of
Christian service. As husbands care for their wives, and
wives their husbands, and, if they are blessed with children,
both hushands and wives care for and serve their children,
so too must the children be gradually introduced to the
responsibility of caring for and assisting each other, and
even their parents. Along with regular daily prayer and the
assignment of “chores” which introduce children to the
responsibilities of family life, the constant attention of the
older and more capable to the needs of the younger and less
capable becomes not only part of the familial vocation of
love but an outstanding training in selflessness and service.

Moreover, everything in the family should be done in
gratitude to God and for His glory. Given the presence of
both prayer and service in the family, this does not need to
be done ostentatiously; it simply needs to gradually become
a way of life—a habitual practice of putting others first as
something pleasing to God and good for all. This grace-
filled attention to the needs of others is not a matter of
ostentation but an awareness of the imperative of being
helpful to others. And families must not forget that this
helpfulness applies not only to material things and material
tasks, but to spiritual perception and spiritual growth.

Perhaps above all, children should understand their
parents spend time each day in prayer.
Education

Of paramount importance in raising a family is the
proper Catholic education of children. It is almost always
literally worse than useless to send our children off to
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secular schools, and even secular universities, which are in
our days effectively designed to destroy in their students
any belief in God, commitment to truth, or life of prayer.
Fortunately, there are many options now for combining
home-schooling with limited co-op schooling of various
kinds involving deeply committed Catholics who regard
knowledge of God to be an important part of both
education and formation.

The problem remains difficult, of course, for those who
are on the lower end of the socio-economic scale, and far
more could be done to ensure a deeply Catholic education
to all children. But huge numbers of parents do have
legitimate options commensurate with their means.

As the Catholic Church has taught, parents are the
primary educators of their children. As such they cannot
delegate that responsibility to the point at which they are no
longer have effective control over it. Still less can they, in
effect, wash their hands of it, as if the proper education and
formation of their children is not one of their most
fundamental responsibilities. It is horrifying to see
nominally Catholic parents fail to raise their children
through a deep experience of mutual love and learning
rooted in Christ. To speak frankly, parents will have to
make up for their failures in this area with constant prayers
for their wayward adult children—or they will have to
answer to God for their failure to fulfill their most
important marital responsibility for spiritual care.

But | emphasize that the primary feature or experience
of family life is not supposed to be a sense of restriction or
burden. The combination of love, responsibility, mutual
care and ever-deepening personal growth in the family is
supposed to be inextricably connected with our love and
praise of God, and our rejoicing in the gifts He has
bestowed upon us. Where genuine love exists, a deep and
genuine joy is also present. But in our secular world, it
takes the sacrifice of a whole host of desires to form family
members (including ourselves) so they can experience an
ever-deepening joy and a secure recognition that this path
has been the best path of all for their family life.

And so | must bring this back to the larger point of this
brief series of posts on the ways in which we can attract
others to Christ and His Church. For a good Catholic
family life is by far the most effective of these ways.
Indeed, a good family life reaches beyond the family
members to attract and begin to form friends and visitors.
We can facilitate in our children a sense of resorting to
prayer for our adult children. This question of family life
lies at the core of the problem of how to draw people to
Christ and His Church. The secret, in the end, is to love
others properly, and to enable them to experience that love
as a way to draw others back to God.

Encourage prayer together as families and join prayer
groups with your families either online or in person.
Suggest Friday morning Paradise Dei Rosary group online
7:30 AM EST. Presently with over 500 participants. A
powerful vehicle for your family to pray together.

Council Christmas Party
Gene Kane — Event Chairman
Council hosted for its members and their families a
Christmas Party on December 14, 2025, 3 pm at Our Lady
of Grace. Following Grace before Meals, approximately 40
attendees enjoyed sharing potluck food with the families in
attendance. We sang a number of traditional Christmas
Carols. We acknowledged the seminarians (we support 10)
who were in attendance. We conducted fund raisers
(voluntary but encouraged) to help the Council’s efforts in
economic support of the seminarians. Discuss Christmas
and its importance to our families. Finally, we conducted
the traditional Yankee Swap. Everyone had fun at this
memorable event.

In reflection of the Christmas Season, which is ending
soon, we recommend discussing with your family the
variations (worldwide) on the how the Christmas Season in
the Church calendar is celebrated. Candlemas day 2/2/2026
is important and represent the end of the Christmas season
in some areas of the World. Candlemas represents the
presentation of the infant Jesus at the temple in Bethlehem
and the purification of Mary, following Jewish law.
Christmas Season starts with the Christmas Eve Vigil and if
ending on February 2, represents 40 days or the Christmas
season.

There are so many important days in the Christmas
Season which sometimes get overshadowed by Christmas
itself. Suggest discussing with your families the
importance of Mary, Mother of God. Her Faith and
Obedience to God and love of God are central to the
Nativity Story and the creation of the Holy Family. Many
of our children do not understand properly the role and
unique status of Mary, our Mother. Encourage discussion
with your children or grandchildren the importance of
Mary, Jesus’ Mother. Three Kings (Epiphany) reflect are
our own gifts symbolically: Gold, Frankincense, and Mir.
Reflect upon these gifts and their importance with your
families between now and Candle Mass 2/2/26 (end of
Christmas Season). Discuss the message of Jesus is for All.
We have but a few weeks before Lent. Make the best of it.
God Bless.

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

Bill Studenic, Community Activities Director

Food for Families Program
Bob Amato — Event Chairman

Our Council supports St. Patrick's monthly food drive.
You can donate on the third Sunday of every month at the
church between 8am and noon in the parking lot, or you
can bring food items to our monthly business meeting, and
we will deliver them for you. Please support this worthy
program.

Nov.17th at St. Patrick's parking lot, Ten (10) Ibs. of
food products were delivered to St. Martin's food pantry.
Thanks to all Knights for your participation. Bob Amato
301-385-1017.
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Coats for Kids Program
Donald Hemke — Event Chairman
The Council has distributed 12 each boys and girls
winter coats from the Supreme Council Program to all three
parishes (OLOG, St Patrick’s and St Peter’s) this year.

Third Annual Council Chili Cook-off
Bill Studenic — Event Chairman

Our Third Annual Chili Cook-off is coming up
quickly, on Saturday, February 28, after the 4:00PM Mass
at Our Lady of Grace Parish Hall. We need participants to
make a big pot of Chili and go for the Champions trophy or
claim the People’s Choice award. So far, [ am aware of the
following as expressing interest: Jack Giacalone, Mark
Perez, Don Hemke, Joe Krempasky, Andy Colliton, and
myself.

Please email Bill Studenic (studenic@hotmail.com) or
phone 330-641-4092 and let me know you are planning to
participate so | can put your name on the list. More
information to follow next month.

| LIFE ACTIVITES

Joseph M Feakes - Sebastian Rainone Life Programs
Director

| PRAYER REQUESTS

Please keep these Knights and families in your prayers.

INDIVIDUAL’S NAME RELATIONSHIP
Gary Street Sibling of Brother Knight
Janie Street Brother Knight’s Spouse
Betty King Widow of Brother Knight

John Hartinger Brother Knight

Keith Bielanski Nephew of Brother Knight

DECEASED’S NAME DATE OF DEATH

N/A N/A

Continue to pray for the souls of our deceased armed
forces.

| FRATERNAL BENEFITS ADVISOR REPORT ‘

Stephen Clites, Fraternal Benefits Advisor

% Knights of Columbus

9 INSURANCE

YOUR SHIELD FOR LIFE

Stephen M. Clites, FICF
MDRT
Supreme Knights Club Qualifier
Call: (240) 3751372
Stephen.Clites@kofc.org

Annuities « Disability « Long Term Cara » Term & Permanent Life Insurance
“The finest compliment | can receive is a referral from one of my members.™

General Agent’s Message— Edward A O’Keefe
edward.okeefe@kofc.org — 443/231-6409

Not “The Insurance Guy”
Your fraternal benefits advisor is much more than the
insurance guy. Why?

Because we do so much more. We are here to educate
new members as well as existing members. When a new
member joins, we drop anything we are doing because we
know how important it is to connect to a new member. As
online membership increases members are not necessarily
going through an admission committee which was common
a decade ago. Many of these members are not yet
connected with a local council. Even if not an online
member, but a member recruited by a council, there is so
much information we provide. By referring to your benefits
advisors as the insurance guy it prejudges what the new
member will encounter when he meets with a Supreme
representative. Know that we are the biggest promoters of
your councils and the programs you run. We encourage a
new member to become active in your councils and to
participate in your activities. Every new member that we
can reach receives the following information that takes 20
to 30 minutes:

1. We start with the story of the Knights of Columbus
and Fr. McGivney’s mission. We go deep into the early
history of the Order and why we were founded and then
follow the history through the twentieth century that
includes references to KofC huts during World War 1, the
Order’s importance in getting Under God added to the
pledge of allegiance. We go through the history and
expansion of the Order including Saint Pope John Paul the
Great asking the KofC to establish councils in his home
country of Poland. We go into why he called the KofC the
right arm of the church.

2. We start in Rome with the KofC’s donations to
restore parts of the Vatican, our support of Vatican
Television, and the Vicarious Christi fund. We cover our
support of the military diocese and our support of
Christians persecuted in many areas of the world.

3. We explain our programs in the United States
starting with our support of the Special Olympics, disaster
relief, Coats for Kids, Tootsie Roll program, our
wheelchair program, and our support of pro-life causes
including the large number of Ultrasound machines we
have purchased.

4. We then cover your local council and the activities
of the council. It is so important that the benefits advisor
know what your activities are so we can encourage
members to get involved. We explain the four main activity
areas of each council. We will also cover meeting nights
and officers of the council and encourage them to get their
wives involved as well. | always mention that the KofC is
here not to take time away from Brother Knight’s families,
but to strengthen Catholic families.

5. After about 15 to 20 minutes or more we move on to
the fraternal benefits of the Knights of Columbus and how
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they help underwrite the entire Order. This part may only
take about 10 minutes as we usually promise a new
member that our meeting will only take about 30 minutes. |
have given thousands of these presentations through my 33
years working with the Knights of Columbus. In almost all
cases, members are open to finding out more about the
benefits of the Order in a second meeting.

So, what is the way to refer to your benefits advisor
when speaking with a new or existing member? How about
Team Member? We are part of your council team; each has
a specific duty that adds to the success of the council. |
instruct my benefits advisors when they call a new member
to tell them that they are a team member with the council
and they will be visiting with the member and his wife to
go through the activities and programs of the Order. When
a new member joins and happens to ask you, a council
member, who or why someone is calling them, please
inform the new candidate that it is a team member calling
and he will cover everything about the Knights of
Columbus and please encourage that member to take the
phone call and to meet with the advisor. As always, thank
you for your assistance and support in fulfilling Father
McGivney’s mission.

The January Meeting will be hosted by Father

: Rosensteel Council #2169. John Eure,
March for Life and Legislative Liaison
is the guest speaker.

Date: January 21, 2026
Time: 8PM (Dinner at 7PM)

Location: Council Home, 9707
Rosensteel Ave, Silver
Spring MD 20910

SUPREME NEWS

FOURTH DEGREE NEWS

WEBSITE: http://www.kofc.org
Source: K of C Supreme Website

Pro Life Event

If you’re heading to the March for Life in our nation’s
capital on Jan. 23, you don’t want to miss Life Fest.

This powerful pro-life rally and Mass will take place in
the hours leading up to the march. You’ll have the
opportunity to go to confession, venerate a first-class relic
of Blessed Michael McGivney, hear renowned speaker Lila
Rose and much more!

Order your tickets now for this unforgettable event!
See website for additional details and order information.

SULLIVAN BROTHERS ASSEMBLY 2861

“WE STICK TOGETHER!”
Website: www.sullivan2861.org
SK Michael Watson, Faithful Navigator

' Assembly Business Meetings are
I held the third Thursday of each
"' month at 8PM. Fr. Cuddy Hall,
) 17001 Overhill Road, Derwood MD
20855.

“:‘.

]
a

Fourth Degree Exemplification

The next Fourth Degree Exemplification for the
Archdiocese of Washington District (AWD) will be held on
Saturday, January 31, 2026 at St. Hugh of Grenoble
Catholic Church, 135 Crescent Road, Greenbelt, MD.

Candidates report at 1:30 PM. Exemplification begins
at 2:30 PM, 5:00 PM Vigil Mass, 6:30 PM Banquet.

For more information please contact: Gus Gusman,
Secretary to the Master, Archdiocese of Washington
District, Tel: (301) 537-5461, Email:
Guskoc2169@gamail.com

MARYLAND STATE COUNCIL NEWS

CHAPTER NEWS

Bishop McNamara Chapter - Established 1963
Website: http://www.mcnamarachapter.com/
Chapter Pres — Anthony McGrath

[Website: www.kofc-md.org ]

National March for Life Volunteers

This year’s national March for Life is Friday, January
23, in Washington D.C. Supreme relies on volunteers to
help distribute KofC signs and hats on the National Mall, in
the hours before the onset of the march. This year, the
Maryland State Council has been asked to provide the 30
knight volunteers needed to assist with distribution in the
morning hours of 9:00 am to noon. All volunteers will be
rewarded with a free KofC windbreaker and fleece hat.

Can you be one of those volunteers? If your answer is
yes, please follow the link below and complete your
registration.

March for Life Volunteer Registration 2026 .

$50 Recruitment Incentive

State Council announced a spectacular new recruitment
incentive that can reward you and every Knight in
Maryland for inviting men to join the Order! Between the
first of the year and end of the fraternal year, each time a
Knight recruits a new member to the Order in Maryland, he
will be awarded a $50 bonus per member. To receive
credit for recruiting a new member, the Knight’s
membership number must be included on the candidate’s
application. There is no limit to the amount of incentive
funds a Knight can earn each month. See your GK for
additional details.
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[P<9N CATHOLIC

MEN'S FELLOWSHIP
OF MARYLAND

CATHOLIC MEN'S FELLOWSHIP OF MARYLAND

ANNUAL GONFERENGE

Shine the Light”
March 14, 2026 | St. Louis, Clarksville

catholicmensfellowship.com
for more information.

Pafnck Ke”y
eme Knight

Kni gﬁrs of Columbus

Mark Viviano
Broadcaster
Columnist

Paul George
resident
Art of Living, Inc.
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Fr. Peter Paul Maher Council #6793

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 New Year’s Day|2 First Fri Mass. |3
8:30AM, St. Petet’s
4 5 6 7 Friends of St 8 OfficerMtg |9 10 State Mid-
Joseph Rosary 7:30 PM Term Meeting
7:00PM St. Peter’s
11 12 13 14 Business Mtg |15 16 17
7:30PM
18 19 20 21 22 23 March For |24
Life
Wash DC Mall
25 26 27 28 Social Mtg 29 30 31
7:30PM

Calendar updates are available at any time by checking the Council website. www.KOFC6793.0RG
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