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CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE

Chaplain - Reverend James Boccabella, Pastor
Our Lady of Grace Church
Assoc. Chaplain Reverend Linus Nviiri, CSC
State Chaplain’s Message
Fr Donald Grzymski OFM Conv

A prominent figure of the Advent Season is John the
Baptist. On the second Sunday of Advent we will hear of
John’s preaching in the wilderness, and people are going
out from the cities to hear his message and to accept a
baptism of repentance. We know from the Scriptures that
there was chatter, “could John be the promised Messiah?”

In such a position it might be easy for a person to
develop a “messiah complex,” where they feel a heightened
importance, and that they have all the answers. In its worst
form, that can be a psychological issue. In lesser forms,
and where it more likely occurs, it’s the person who
believes they can “fix” things, but more for the praise or
rewards that will come to them. John the Baptist did not
suffer with that. He was clear, “the one who is coming after
me is mightier than 1. He senses the Messiah is Jesus, and
in the Gospel reading of the third Sunday of Advent, when
John is in prison, he sends others to ask Jesus this question.
Jesus admits that he is, but in veiled terms, noting that he is
fulfilling what the prophets had said the Messiah would do.

Advent thus invites us to consider who Jesus is, and
what his coming into the world as a child, and as the
Messiah, continues to mean to us and to the world.
Christianity sees the incarnation as a pivotal moment in
salvation and human history (think of using BC and AD in
our calendar). It’s also a time to remind us that while each
of us has been blessed with talents and gifts, and while we
are invited to use those in service to others, we are not the
Messiah. Rather, our motivation should be that our efforts,
done “for the love of God,” will help others to find Jesus,
and to see the ways Jesus’ work continues in the world.
The various works of the Knights of Columbus are indeed a
wonderful and powerful sign of faith in action. “We do
these things because we are Catholic, and because we are
Knights.”

While preparing during Advent and celebrating during
the Christmas season we Knights and Ladies know the
importance of the spiritual nature of these seasons. It could
be so easy to give in to fatigue from preparations, but we
can also try to fill those preparations with meaning and
holy anticipation. That’s not always easy to do (I have

those “bah, humbug” moments as well), but it’s worth the
effort. It is my prayer and wish that you and your loved
ones will be blessed with a very Merry Christmas, know
the true spirit of these seasons, and experience happiness as
we move into the New Year.

Vivat Jesus! Fr. Donald

GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE

Mark Perez, GK

| read this meditation from a
booklet obtained at St Peter’s
and thought it a great way to
start December.

For some who thought they
knew what Jesus was about, the
healing of this centurion’s
servant must have been puzzling.
: 3 Surely many of those living in
Capernaum thought that Jesus shouldn’t have healed the

servant of a Roman official, an occupier and an enemy! But
even the Roman soldiers who were part of the garrison
occupying Capernaum might have marveled at this miracle.
Why would a Jewish rabbi perform such a deed for one of
their own?

The key is found in the word “faith”. That’s what Jesus
was looking for. Of course, he had come to redeem his
chosen people. But by healing the centurion’s servant, he
demonstrated his love for Gentiles as well as Jews. He
demonstrated that his mission was much bigger than most
people understood. He had come to save everyone who
would believe in him, everyone who would receive his
message of salvation.

Keep this in mind as you begin this Advent season.
Jesus was born into this world as one of us so that he could
take all of us with him from death into new life. This
means that he came for you personally. It also means that
he came for that neighbor who has never been friendly
toward you and for that relative whose political stances are
completely opposite to yours. It means that he came for
everyone in prison right now just as he came for every one
of their victims.

Notice, too, that Jesus didn’t remind the centurion of
how he might have harassed or abused the people of
Capernaum. He didn’t expose any of the sins that the
centurion’s servant might have committed, either. He just
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healed him, because the centurion was willing to believe in
him.

That’s where it starts — with faith. When we understand
that Jesus came to save everyone, we will begin to believe
him and to surrender our lives to him. Meditate on that as
you prepare for Christmas this month. Let this gospel truth
change the way you pray. Let it change the way you go
about your life at home, at work, and everywhere else. .
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MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
Locations of council meetings rotate between Parishes
and are generally held at 7:30PM. Check calendar for next
meeting location

Officer’s meetings are held on the first Wednesday of
the month. Council meetings are held on the second
Wednesday of the month and the Social meetings are held
on the fourth Wednesday of the month.

Family of the Month

The November Family of the Month is SK Joe Feakes
and lovely Lady Lynn. Joe, Lynn and other family
members organized and conducted our annual Knights at
the Theatre event in early November. They not only
arranged for excellent seating for over 75 members and
guests, but provided refreshments before the play and
during intermission. The Feakes family did most if not all
the cooking, transportation and set-up. The entire evening
was a smashing success.

The Feakes family is most deserving of this recognition

Knight of the Month

The Knight of the Month goes to two very dedicated
and hardworking Knights: our DGK Paul Lockwood and
one of our new members, Mike Cilano. During our recent
Thanksgiving dinner, they worked without stopping in the
kitchen to make this an outstanding event for over 70
participants. Their selfless contribution makes them our
November Knights of the Month.

CHURCH NEWS

James Street, Church Activities Chairman

OUR LADY OF GRACE
Website: https://ologlw.org/

Reverend James Boccabella, Pastor

Father Michael’s Mission

When temperatures drop, many people are faced with
the impossible decision between paying bills, purchasing
food or buying coats for their children or themselves. Your
generous donations of a new or gently used winter coat can
eliminate this struggle and benefit those less fortunate to
stay warm this winter. Please place the coats in the box in
the narthex.

Also donations are much appreciated. To make a
donation, mail a check payable to: Fr. Michael’s Mission,
Inc., 200 Howard Street, PO Box 1115, LaPlata, MD
20646. (FEIN: 83-4253414). For any question, call Fr.
Michael at (240) 601-2238 or email him at
frmichaelsmissioninc@gmail.com .
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ST. PETER’S PARISH HIGHLIGHTS
Website: http://www.stpetersolney.org

Reverend Thomas M. Kalita, Pastor

Get in the Christmas Spirit

Help us with the Bazaar and Breakfast
We know you are busy, but can you help us prepare for
the Bazaar in one of these areas?
Volunteer to help with the following:
» Put out and pick up yard signs along Route 108
and Georgia Avenue.
» Donate a bottle of wine.
» Help decorate on Thursday, December 4, starting
at 3:30 p.m.
» Lead singing for the Christmas Tree Lighting at
6:30 p.m. on Friday night.
» Be a part of the BINGO team—set up or call
BINGO using an online game (6:30-8 p.m.).
Pick up donuts and bagels on Saturday morning

ST. PATRICK’S PARISH HIGHLIGHTS
Website: http://www.stpatricksmd.org

Monsignor Charles J. Parry, Pastor

Saint Patrick's March for Life Bus
Join fellow parishioners in marching for the protection
of life in the womb! Our parish bus leaves St. Patrick’s
parking lot January 23, 2026 at 10:00am and returns by
4:30PM. Limited seating on the bus. To sign up click
https://stpatrickadw.flocknote.com/signup/236561 .

COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMETS

Fr. Peter Paul Maher Apparel
Ralph Frey, Chairman, contributed by Jack Giacalone

Knights of Columbus, Fr Peter Paul Maher Shirts,
Jackets and Caps are now available for your purchase.
Simply sign onto the local website:
https://www.GORMANSGG.COM/KNIGHTS-OF-
COLUMBUS.HTML  choose the item you want to
purchase, and then follow the instructions on the site. It's
that easy! If you have any questions please contact Ralph
Frey, 301 814 1098 or email rpfrey45@gmail.com .

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Norman Salem, Membership Director

Fall Exemplification
Mark Perez — Event Chairman

The Council conducted an Exemplification of Charity,
Unity, and Fraternity in the Our Lady of Grace Parish
Council Room, on November 19th. We exemplified 4 new
members plus one (total of 5) existing member
experiencing the in person Exemplification with his son
(dad already a 3rd degree)

Please welcome our newest members to the Council;
John J Donovan, Chris Knoedler. James Andrews, Jr., and
Michael Friddle. James Andrews completed his “in-
person” experience.

FAITH ACTIVITES

Paul Lockwood - Dana E Perry, Faith Programs Director

FAMILY ACTIVITES

Eugene | Kane Jr, PGK, Family Programs Director

Director’s Message
Hope everyone is having a fantastic Advent. As we
prepare for the coming of Jesus in our individual homes,
we are urged to find our bearings with Jesus’ help so we
can discuss important faith and political issues with BOTH
passion and respect.

Earlier this week | read a quote from His Holiness. |
am sharing it with each of you in the event you may have
missed it.

"The path to peace demands hearts and minds trained
in concern for others and capable of perceiving the
common good in today’s world. For the road to peace
involves everyone and leads to the fostering of right
relationships between all living beings.” | Pope Leo XIV
(12/7/2025)

As mentioned last month, there are two immediate
things which the Catholic families in our community can
do to strengthen home-life. The first is prayer: both
personal and family prayer. Prayer raises our minds and
hearts to God to thank him for his blessings, to ask him for
his help. It brings the saving power of Jesus Christ into the
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decisions and actions of everyday life.

One prayerful moment | recommended to families in
November was the KOC Silver Rose Icon Program. As
mentioned last month, “the family that prays together, stays
together!” (JPIL, October 7, 1995). We had a wonderful
Silver Rose Program in two parishes this year. We
experienced the Silver Rose Program on Saturday
November 15, 2025 9:00 am (Our Lady of Grace) and
November 15, 2025, 5:30 pm (St Patrick’s Parish Chapel).
Both instances of the programs were unique and special.
We can rebuild our community with one family at a time.
Please let Jesus in your boat (family) like Peter did and
watch the power of God work to make changes.

Separately, our Council (approximately 15 Knights)
really rallied to various tasks for the Breakfast with St
Nicholas on Saturday December 6, 2025, at St Peter’s. We
continued a long tradition of managing the breakfast
portion of the Bazaar with finesse. Everyone who attended
was able to discern quickly the joy and happiness emitting
from the Parish Hall. Thank you, Worthy Knights who
participated in various tasks, centered upon pancakes,
sausage, coffee, doughnuts, etc.

Finally, please join us for the Council Christmas Party
at Our Lady of Grace on December 14, 2025 3 pm. Please
see recent emails outlining the “potluck” and Yankee swap
components.

Merry Christmas & Vivat Jesus!!!

distributed to the respective parishes.

Box of Joy Program
Bill Studenic — Event Chairman

The Box of Joy Program concluded in November. This
year the Council partnered with the parishioners of Our
Lady of Grace parish to provide gifts for 266 children
overseas who might not otherwise receive any Christmas
gifts.

This was our third year of participation in this program
coordinated thru Cross Catholic Outreach Ministries. A
dozen or so Council members provided gifts for 41 boxes
and the Council donated the $9 per box shipping charges.
Numerous members also donated Box of Joy boxes
personally. Thanks so much who everyone who
participated in any way.

Third Annual Council Chili Cook-off
Bill Studenic — Event Chairman
Our Third Annual Chili Cook-off is coming up in
February. We need participants to make a big pot of Chili
and go for the Champions trophy or claim the People’s
Choice award.

Please email Bill Studenic (studenic@hotmail.com) or
phone 330-641-4092 and let me know you are planning to
participate. More information to follow next month.

LIFE ACTIVITES

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

Bill Studenic, Community Activities Director

Food for Families Program
Bob Amato — Event Chairman

Our Council supports St. Patrick's monthly food drive.
You can donate on the third Sunday of every month at the
church between 8am and noon in the parking lot, or you
can bring food items to our monthly business meeting, and
we will deliver them for you. Please support this worthy
program.

On Nov. 16th 2025, 99.7 Ibs. of food products were
delivered to St. .Patrick’s parking lot. This food will be
transported to St. Martins food pantry in Gaithersburg,
Md.to be distributed to families who are suffering from
food insecurity in Montgomery County. Our council is
trying to reach 1000 pounds donated by the end of the
fraternal year. . So far this fraternal year starting in July
2025, Council 6793 has donated 300.4 Ibs. of food to
families in need. Thanks to all Knights for your
participation. Bob Amato 301 385 1017.

Coats for Kids Program
Donald Hemke — Event Chairman
The Council has ordered boys and girls winter coats
from the Supreme Council Program for distribution to all
three parishes this year. This is the first time Our Lady of
Grace Parish has been included in this program. 3 Boxes of
Coats for all three parishes have arrived and are being

Joseph M Feakes - Sebastian Rainone Life Programs
Director

Breakfast with St. Nick
Jack Giacalone — Event Chairman
On December 6th Father Peter Paul Maher Council
once again supported the annual Breakfast with Saint Nick
at St Peter’s Christmas Bazaar. Volunteers began to arrive
at 6:15 AM to begin setup and preparation for the 8:00 and

10:30 servings. The hungry parishioners began to arrive
e l b4 =

early, and we were ready for them. We served 23 hungry
parishioners in the 1st sitting and second sitting was even
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larger, serving another 272, the most served for the second
sitting we could remember. A total of 506 were served
compared to last year’s total of 407. Even Fr Raymond lent
a hand cooking pancakes. After better than 4 hours of
cooking and serving things finally began to quiet down
only to then begin cleanup. We were all done before 1 PM.
Guests enjoyed the food, Santa, and the crafts that were all
part of the Bazaars’ activities. This was a truly joyful
experience for the parish community and our volunteers.

I would like to thank our 24 volunteers, some of whom
are pictured below, who did a great job and got the job

(ed Note: Last year’s picture, too busy to pose for one this ar)

FOURTH DEGREE NEWS

SULLIVAN BROTHERS ASSEMBLY 2861
“WE STICK TOGETHER!”
Website: www.sullivan2861.org
SK Michael Watson, Faithful Navigator

Assembly Business Meetings are
I held the third Thursday of each
g‘, month at 8PM. Fr. Cuddy Hall,

5’5.. | 17001 Overhill Road, Derwood MD
kg
*1'* 20855.

Fourth Degree Exemplification

The next Fourth Degree Exemplification for the
Archdiocese of Washington District (AWD) will be held on
Saturday, January 31, 2026 at St. Hugh of Grenoble
Catholic Church, 135 Crescent Road, Greenbelt, MD.

Candidates report at 1:30 PM. Exemplification begins
at 2:30 PM, 5:00 PM Vigil Mass, 6:30 PM Banquet.

For more information please contact: Gus Gusman,
Secretary to the Master, Archdiocese of Washington
District, Tel: (301) 537-5461, Email:
Guskoc2169@gamail.com

SUPREME NEWS

PRAYER REQUESTS

Please keep these Knights and families in your prayers.

INDIVIDUAL’S NAME RELATIONSHIP
Gary Street Sibling of Brother Knight
Janie Street Brother Knight’s Spouse
Betty King Widow of Brother Knight

John Hartinger Brother Knight

Keith Bielanski Nephew of Brother Knight

DECEASED’S NAME DATE OF DEATH

N/A N/A

Continue to pray for the souls of our deceased armed
forces.

| FRATERNAL BENEFITS ADVISOR REPORT ‘

WEBSITE: http://www.kofc.org

March for Life Volunteers

This year’s national March for Life is Friday, January
23, in Washington D.C. Supreme relies on volunteers to
help distribute KofC signs and hats on the National Mall, in
the hours before the onset of the march. This year, the
Maryland State Council has been asked to provide the 30
knight volunteers needed to assist with distribution in the
morning hours of 9:00 am to noon. All volunteers will be
rewarded with a free KofC windbreaker and fleece hat.

Can you be one of those volunteers? If your answer is
yes, please follow the link below and complete your
registration.

March for Life Volunteer Registration 2026

Rick Casazza, MSC Life Activities Chair

Stephen Clites, Fraternal Benefits Advisor

MARYLAND STATE COUNCIL NEWS

4ok Knights of Columbus
w9 INSURANCE

YOUR SHIELD FOR LIFE

Stephen M. Clites, FICF
MDRT
Supreme Knights Club Qualifier
Call: (240) 3751372
Stephen.Clites@kofc.org

Annuities « Disability « Long Term Cara » Term & Permanent Life Insurance

“The finest compliment | can receive is a referral from one of my members.™

[Website: www.kofc-md.org ]

Blessed Michael McGivney Mass

On December 21st at 10:30 am our Supreme Chaplain
Archbishop William E. Lori will celebrate Mass and the
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, remembering the
anniversary of the ordination of Blessed Michael
McGivney. The celebration will take place at the Basilica
of the National Shrine of the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, 409 Cathedral Street, Baltimore, MD.
Blessed Michael McGivney was ordained at the basilica on
December 22, 1877, and celebrated his first mass on
Christmas Day. The State Officers hope to see many of
you at this celebration.
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Fr. Peter Paul Maher Council #6793

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 Friends of St 4 Officer Mtg 5 First Fri Mass. |6 Pancake Brk
Joseph Rosary 7:30 PM 9:10AM, St. Patrick |7:30 to 1:00
7:00 PM St. Peter’s
7 8 9 10 Business Mtg |11 12 13
7:30 PM. OLG
14 Christmas Pot |15 16 17 18 19 20
Luck Dinner.
OLG 3:00 PM
21 22 23 24 Christmas Eve |25 Christmas Day |26 27
28 29 30 31 1 New Year’s Day |2 First Fri Mass. |3
8:30AM, St. Petet’s

Calendar updates are available at any time by checking the Council website. www.KOFC6793.0RG
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