
   
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 

Reverend James Boccabella, Pastor 

Our Lady of Grace Church 

  
It is a great blessing (to me, maybe not so much for 

you), that I am once again able to regale you with my 

questionable wisdom.  I have been concerned about what is 

happening to our planet in the absence of our newsletter. 

Approaching the wonderful season of Christmas, 

we are reminded we are not so much anticipating the birth 

of a particular child in Bethlehem (although I’m sure many 

are being born there this year); but while we celebrate 

Jesus’s birth some 2000 years ago, we also anticipate His 

return, to finish what He started, the salvation of all of 

humanity, even of all of creation.  I had the opportunity 

some 15 years ago to visit the Holy Land, to stand at the 

spot where He was conceived, in Nazareth, and to kneel at 

the spot where He was born, in Bethlehem. The most 

humbling aspect for me of both of those moments is the 

knowledge that, in the vast expanses of seemingly 

unlimited time and space, the God of all creation not only 

decided to become one of us, but did so, in a specific 

moment in all of history and in a unique, otherwise 

unremarkable, piece of geography on a nondescript planet 

in a constantly expanding universe.  God considers us 

worth saving, and He sent His Son to accomplish that task, 

as St. Paul would say, in the fullness of time, when it would 

have the desired impact.  We continue to await the moment 

when this generous gift becomes fully complete, and look 

forward to it with faith, knowing that what we await is the 

true reason for joy in the season. May God bless all of you 
and your families and may He keep you all safe, not only in 

this season but also in the new year. 

Fr. Jim. 

 

GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE 

SK W. Joseph F. Krempasky 

 

The month of November 
is traditionally a time in which 

the Catholic community 

remembers those who have died. 

It is related to the fact that the 

end of November is the end of 

the Liturgical Year with a new 
year starting the First Sunday of 

Advent – the four-week period of 
preparation before Christmas. 

Fr. Peter Paul Maher Council has started this 

fraternal year like the start at "Le Mans," with our foot 

jammed to the floor. After a glorious Installation of 

Officers, the knights continued our July tradition by 

supporting the Seminarian Family Day at St. Patrick's 

Catholic Church.  Following Mass, a catered barbeque was 

enjoyed by Wilton Cardinal Gregory and his Pope John II 

Seminarian Family.  Fr. Peter Paul Maher again sponsored 

the State Programs Meeting at Our Lady of Good Counsel 

on August 9th. 

Jim Street and his Tootsie Roll Team were not 

going to be "out done" by last year's team (and it wasn't). 

The donations collected by this year's team exceeded 

$5,000.00. 

Because of our council's reputation of getting 

things done, we were contacted by the Washington 

Dioceses, and asked if we would assist in "stuffing" over 

3,000 envelopes and mailing tubes for the seminarians. 

Although we had a very short notice, Fr. Peter Paul, Maher 

Council got the job done.  

With the help of the parishioners of Our Lady of 

Grace (and their generosity), the fall cash Raffle Ticket 

sales again exceeded previous years'. (though, no red 

Mustang this year)  

The residents for the disabled, at Inwood House, 

enjoyed our traditional Halloween Party and spaghetti 

dinner on October 28th. 

What about more recent events?  Well, four events 

were "cooking" in November.  On the 13th Fr. Peter Paul 

Maher Council sponsored the Maryland State Memorial 

Mass at Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church.  Coats for 

Kids were delivered to St. Patricks’ and St. Peter's. On 
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November 18th our council "family night" occurred at 

Olney Theater – with the production - Beauty and the Beast 

(Thank you Joe Feakes).  On December 3rd the knights will 

prepared pancakes and sausage as part of St. Peter's 

Breakfast with St. Nick.  And finally, on December 11th 

our traditional council Christmas party will be held (02:15 

pm) at Our Lady of Grace (pot luck and plenty of fun)  

Not a bad start!!! The best is yet to come. 
 

COUNCIL LEADERSHIP #6793  
HTTP:// .KOFC6793.ORG    

OFFICERS: 
Chaplain Reverend James D Boccabella 
Associate Chaplain  
Grand Knight SK Joseph F Krempasky 
Deputy Grand Knight Walter (Fred) Taylor 
Chancellor James E Street 
Warden Peter M Townson 
Recorder Mark Perez 
Financial Secretary  Donald M Hemke 
Treasurer  William J Kollins 
Advocate Frederick L Whitman 
Lecturer  Jack Giacalone 
Inside Guard  Paul M Boccabella 
Outside Guard   
Trustee One Year Stephen P Sutkowski, PGK 
Trustee Two Year   
Trustee Three Year Martin G Peschke, PGK 

ACTIVITIES CHAIRMAN: 
Program Director Martin G Peschke 
Faith Activities Dir. John R Feldmann 
Community Activity Dir Stephen P Sutkowski 
Family Activities Dir Joseph F Krempasky 
Life Activities Dir Stephen E Goldhammer 
 
Membership Chairman James E Street 
Retention Chairman Harry F Bushar 
Recruitment Committee Joseph F Krempasky 
Food for Families Chair Frederick L Whitman 
Tootsie Roll Chairman James E Street 
Pro-Life Couple  
Raffle Chairman  
Newsletter Editor David C Czarnecki 
Webmaster John R Feldmann 
 Kevin Kennedy 
 Ramon Bueno 
 Joe Feakes 
District Deputy, 30 Edward Day, PGK 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 
All council meetings are generally held in the KoC 

Meeting Room at Our Lady of Grace Parish Center, Leisure 

World at 7:30PM  

Officer’s meetings are held on the first Wednesday 

of the month.  Business meetings are held on the second 

Wednesday of the month and the Social meetings are held 

on the fourth Wednesday of the month. 

Family of the Month and Knight of the Month 

The December Knight of the Month is Joe Feakes. 

 
 

CHURCH NEWS 

Jim Street, Chairman, Church Activities 

OUR LADY OF GRACE 
Website:  http://ourladyofgracelw.weebly.com/  

Reverend James Boccabella, Pastor 

 

 

Gabriel Project Cluster 

If you’re looking for a way to put your pro-life 

beliefs into action, the Gabriel Project Cluster 

(www.gpmoco.org ), an all-volunteer nonprofit 

Montgomery County program, provides needy, pregnant 

mothers with essential resources and spiritual support.  

During the past two months, the number of requests for 

help has increased, so volunteers are always needed.  

Please consider joining our group of women over 70 that 

are “Angel Friends” volunteers who stay in touch with their 

client moms during their at-risk pregnancies.  Most 

volunteers’ time commitment is less than 2 hours per week.  

We especially need bilingual women to volunteer.  If there 

are any questions contact Natalie Ray at 

atnatalieanneray@gmail.com   

Cup of Joe Ministry 

Volunteers prepare hundreds of packets for the 

Catholic Charities homeless shelter in D.C.  The person 

leading this great ministry is Ms. Merdel Suah. Thanks to 

Father Jim for purchasing the food and supplies required 

for this outreach program. The meeting schedule has been 

reduced to once a month. Our next gathering will be on 

Tuesday, November 22nd, at 10 a.m. in the parish center. 

For any questions, do not hesitate to contact Natalie Ray at 

atnatalieanneray@gmail.com .    

Father Michael’s Mission 

Father Michael is collecting new and gently used 

coats for men, women, and children throughout the winter.  

A box is available in our narthex for the dedicated coats. 
Your generosity helps the less fortunate to stay warm this 

winter, and is greatly appreciated. 

The Women need slippers, shower caddies to carry 

their toiletries, affordable wrist watches, and small fake 

plants, and collapsible clothes hampers, and stationery. 

http://ourladyofgracelw.weebly.com/
http://www.gpmoco.org/
mailto:atnatalieanneray@gmail.com
mailto:atnatalieanneray@gmail.com
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ST. PETER’S PARISH HIGHLIGHTS 
Website: http://www.stpetersolney.org 

Reverend Thomas M. Kalita, Pastor 

 

 
 

Annual Bazaar and Breakfast with Saint Nick 
Mark your calendars for the weekend of December 

2nd and 3rd.  On Friday night (6a.m. to 9 p.m.) there will 

be an (Italian) dinner prepared by our Youth Ministry, a 

Christmas Tree Lighting, Music, BINGO, Christmas Crafts 

& Decor, Raffles, Cake Bake, Poinsettias Sales, and more.  

Please come back on Saturday (8 a.m.–1 p.m.) for a 

breakfast with Saint Nick.  If anyone chooses, there will be 

remaining bazaar booths.  The Knights of Columbus will 

host a Special Breakfast of pancakes, and sausage, Saint 

Nick will be available to visit, take pictures with the kids’, 

a Game Room, and a Secret Santa Shop.  In case anyone 

has forgotten, breakfast tickets may be purchased either at 

the door or online at 

https://www.stpetersolney.org/community-life . Saint 

Nick’s Volunteer Elves are awesome and they always set 

the stage for this “fun-tastic” event. Please volunteer at 

https://rb.g . 

   

 

ST. PATRICK’S PARISH HIGHLIGHTS 
Website: http://www.stpatricksmd.org 

Monsignor Charles J. Parry, Pastor                                                            
 

 
 

Saint Patrick's Leisure Club 
St. Patrick’s Leisure Club will hold its annual 

Christmas Luncheon.  This eventful day begins on 

Thursday December 8th with Father Early saying the 11 am 

Holy Mass followed by the Rosary.  After the Mass, 

singing entertainment will be proceeding into the Parish 

Center’s dining room.  Before going into the dining room, 

please be sure that your memberships are current and that 

your reservations have been made.  There will be an 

additional $20 collection from each person.  The catered 

lunch includes turkey, pork, mashed potatoes, gravy, 

Caesar Salid and desert.  For more information, contact 

Kay Bidinger at (240) 603-5116.   

The Washington Archdiocese Post Cana for 

Widows and Widowers group 

On Wednesday, December 7th, the Washington 

Archdiocese Post Cana for Widows and Widowers group 

has scheduled a Christmas Party at Our Lady of Grace in 

Leisure World. The attire is casual dress with comfortable 

shoes for dancing.  Captain David Wilbar is the DJ for 

Classic Rock and traditional sing-along Christmas tunes. 

We will be partying from 11.00 AM until 2.00 p.m.  Our 

boxed lunch choice caterer is from FIREHOUSE SUBS… 

a company that donates to First Responders.  The sub 

choices are: Turkey and Ham, Turkey and Roast Beef, 

Ham, Salami and Pepperoni, and Tuna.  Contact Mary 

Dugan at 301-873-3902 or marydugan12@yahoo.com.  

Our reservation Deadline is Friday, December 2nd.   

Post Cana is an organization for the mutual support 

of widows and widowers of all ages and faiths sponsored 

by the Office of Family Life of the Roman Catholic 

Archdiocese of Washington, DC. Lives change 

dramatically after the death of a spouse. Post Cana 

members engage in spiritual, social, intellectual, and other 

positive programs that promote and enrich their lives 

through fellowship. They have a common thread of grief 

and healing, and learn from each other through organized 

get togethers.  

  

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

Fred Whitman, Chairman, Community Activities 

Food for Families Program 
Our Council supports St. Patrick's monthly food 

drive.  You can donate on the third Sunday of every month 

at the church between 8am and noon.  The collection site is 

set up in the parking lot.  Or you can bring food items to 

our monthly business meeting, and we will take them for 

you.  Please support this worthy program. 

 

Tootsie Roll Campaign 
Jim Street and his Tootsie Roll Team stood outside 

the Montgomery County Liquor & Wine Store over 6 

weeks, in downtown Olney and collected over $5,000.00.  

One of the most recognizable activities that the 

Knights of Columbus execute, the funds generated from 

this drive are used to support local programs which aid and 

contribute to organizations devoted to the care of 
individuals inflicted with one or more forms of Intellectual 

disability.  Funds collected by the Council will support 

organizations within Montgomery County. 

  

http://www.stpetersolney.org/
https://www.stpetersolney.org/community-life
https://rb.g/
http://www.stpatricksmd.org/
mailto:marydugan12@yahoo.com
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FAMILY NEWS 

Innocent D’Almeida, Chairman, Family Programs 

Knights on the Town 

Our annual gathering at the Olney Theater was 

Friday, Nov18 to view the playing of Beauty & the Beast. 
Thanks to the organization of Joe Feakes and his lovely 

wife Lynn.  The festivities included a pre-performance 

reception, first-class seating, intermission snacks and an 

all-round great time.  Approximately 45 Knights and family 

were treated to a special social event and fantasy performed 

by an exceptionally talented cast and crew. 

   
 

CULTURE OF LIFE NEWS 

Steve Goldhammer Chairman, Life Programs  

Supreme Knight Urges Participation in Annual 

March for Life 
Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly invites Knights of 

Columbus and their families to join him at the annual 

March for Life in Washington, D.C., on Friday, Jan. 20, 

2023 — not only to celebrate the reversal of Roe vs. Wade, 

but also to send a clear pro-life message to lawmakers and 

resist efforts to codify legal abortion in federal law. The 

supreme knight also encourages Knights across the United 

States to support and participate in pro-life events at the 

state level: “Every Knight has a part to play, and every 

council should get involved.” For more information, visit 

marchforlife.org. 

There may be a bus from St. Patrick's to the 

March.  Watch for an announcement in the St. Patrick's 

Church Bulletin and/or an email from the Council. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Breakfast with St Nick 
Saturday December 3rd (two weeks) St Peters will 

host their annual Breakfast with St Nick.  The council will 

be cooking and serving pancakes and sausage for the 2 

seatings. We are in need of volunteers to help with the 

preparation, cooking and serving at the breakfast, as 

follows: Set up - 6:30 AM; 1st serving at 8 AM, 2nd 

serving at 10:30 AM 
 

Council Christmas Party 
All Council Brothers, This is our first opportunity 

since the Pandemic to uphold our Council Christmas Party 

tradition.  December 11
th

 at 2:15PM at Our Lady of Grace 

Parish Center. 

It will be a POT LUCK Dinner.  You need to bring 

an entree or a dessert. (home-made or purchased)  The 

council will provide a big Tossed Salad and Drinks!   

We will have a big 50/50 Raffle! We hope to have 

a "secret" Council Award Presentation" if factors work out!  

We also hope to have one or more of our young 

Seminarians that we recently sponsored in 2022 to share 

our Council's prayers & support of their discernment while 

preparing for the Priesthood! 

But the highlight of the Party is the YANKEE 

SWAP!  Each person or family who wishes to participate 

must bring a wrapped gift ($10-15)...can be anything, 

small, big, funny, practical, delicious, seasonal, or 

unseasonal!  You have to play to get the full pleasure of the 

game. 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

Please keep these Knights and families in your 

prayers. 
 

 

Continue to pray for the souls of our deceased armed 

forces. 

INDIVIDUAL’S NAME RELATIONSHIP 

  

DECEASED’S NAME DATE OF DEATH 

Linda Denise Boccabella 12/01/2022 

Barbara O'Neil Girolami 11/27/2022 
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FRATERNAL BENEFITS ADVISOR REPORT 

Steve Clites, Fraternal Benefits Advisor 

Merry Christmas! To all my brothers and their 

families, I extend my very best wishes for a merry and a 

blessed Christmas. As we are celebrating the Christmas 

season, we give thanks that God sent his Only Begotten 

Son to live among us and save us! That gift from the Father 

sets the stage for our giving gifts at Christmas. 

It seems we say it every year: “It’s Christmas; 

where did the year go?” Seems like a good time to look 

back on the year and note all the gifts given by you and our 

members worldwide. As Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly 

mentioned in his annual report this year in Nashville, 

Tennessee, we have much to be thankful for and much 

more work ahead of us. 

Consider these gifts that SK Kelly mentioned. The 

Order gave more that $154 million and more than 48 

million hours of volunteer service. But those are the big 

totals. Look at these specifics: we gave the gift of warmth 

to more than 150,000 children through the Coats for Kids 

campaign. We gave 8,891 physically challenged 

individuals the gift of mobility this year through our 

wheelchair program.  We raised more than $19 million for 

Ukraine support and gave those families the gift of respite 

at Mercy Centers and Easter packages. RSVP gave the gift 

of financial support to nearly 5,900 seminarians or 

postulants. And we had more than 450,000 members give 

the gift of life through donating blood. 

These are gifts that change lives. Real people, real 

individuals benefited from these gifts. 

As I consider Christmas I think of the gift of 

support and encouragement that you have given me. I 

appreciate the opportunity to work with you and your 

families this past year and I look forward to a new year and 

renewing connections with you. 

Again, a very Merry and Blessed Christmas! 

Vivat Jesus! 

Fraternally, 

Steve M. Clites, Field Agent 

(O) (301) 262-4300 

(Cell) (240) 375-1372 

stephen.clites@kofc.org 
 

FOURTH DEGREE NEWS 

SULLIVAN BROTHERS ASSEMBLY 2861 

“WE STICK TOGETHER!” 
Website: www.sullivan2861.org  

SK Eric J Gregrich, Faithful Navigator  

]  

 

Assembly Business Meetings are 

held the third Thursday of each 

month at 8PM. Fr. Cuddy Hall, 

17001 Overhill Road, Derwood MD 

20855.  
 

Fourth Degree District Meeting 
 

The next Archdiocese of Washington District 

Meeting will be held on January 14, 2023 10:00AM – 

12:30PM. 

For more information please contact: Joe Feakes, 

Master Fourth Degree, Archdiocese of Washington District, 

Tel: (301) 774-0137, Email: josephfeakes@aol.com.  
 

 

 

CHAPTER NEWS 

Bishop McNamara Chapter - Established 1963 

Website: http://www.mcnamarachapter.com/  

McNamara Chapter President – SK Roger D Lie

 
 

The December Meeting of the McNamara Chapter 

of Grand Knights will be our Annual Christmas Party.  

Please go to our web site at 

www.mcnamarachapter.com  for additional information 

and to view the flyer. 
 

 

 

 

SUPREME NEWS 
[WEBSITE: http://www.kofc.org] 

Source: K of C Supreme Website  
 

Life in the Spirit 
(By Supreme Knight Patrick E. Kelly) 

 
“GOD DID NOT 

give us a spirit of cowardice 

but rather of power and love 

and self-control” (2 Tim 

1:7). These words from 

Scripture recently struck me 

as they were read at Mass. 

In the preceding days, I had 

been part of several 

conversations about the 

challenges of living our 

faith today, and I found that 

this verse from St. Paul 

Date:  December 21, 2022 
  

Time:  7PM, Dinner no meeting 
  

Location:  Fr Michael C. Kidd Council #14455 at Holy 

Family Church Parish Hall, 12010 Woodmore 

Road, Mitchelville, MD 

http://www.sullivan2861.org/
mailto:josephfeakes@aol.com
http://www.mcnamarachapter.com/
http://www.mcnamarachapter.com/
http://www.kofc.org/
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spoke both to the tremendous gift we have been given in 

our Catholic faith and the responsibility we have to share 

this gift with others. 

Whether it’s young parents struggling to raise their 

family in a culture that seems obsessed with pushing adult 

agendas on children; a Ukrainian father, separated from his 

wife and children as he struggles for the very existence of 

his homeland; a college student lacking stable intellectual 

and spiritual support in an environment increasingly 

marked by confusion and instability; or everyday Catholics 

wrestling with their faith in the face not only of open 

hostility from the world, but also division and scandals in 

the Church — in each of these cases and more, there is a 

temptation to do less and to back away. 

At times, the adversity is enough to make us give 

in to cynicism and discouragement and decide to lead a life 

of ready comfort and diversion — or at least one of general 

apathy, ready to settle for “good enough” in terms of our 

growth in virtue and personal excellence. 

But this “easy” path leads to a far less meaningful 

life — and away from true fulfillment. Why? Because we 

were not made for that kind of life. We were made for a 

higher purpose, and in Jesus Christ we have been given the 

grace to live as children of God. 

St. Paul reminds Timothy that we have been given 

a spirit of “power and love and self-control.” In his first 

letter to the Corinthians, Paul likewise makes clear that he 

has not been relying on his own skill or wise words, but on 

the power of God (1 Cor 2:3-5). And in his letter to the 

Church in Rome, he points out that even our suffering can 

lead to endurance, and thus to character, and to hope, 

infused in us by the Holy Spirit (Rom 5:3-5). 

We are called to be great men — not just “pretty 

good” men. And to achieve this, we are given the very 

Spirit of God, who can lead us to a hope that will never 

disappoint and never give in to despair. 

Moreover, we have a responsibility to help other 

men recall and understand the Spirit they have been given. 

It is the duty of a band of Christian brothers, of Catholic 

gentlemen — of Knights. We Knights of Columbus are 

called to stand with one another, to encourage one another, 

and to rely upon our brothers to do the same for us when 

we are tempted to moments of discouragement. 

During this fraternal year, more than 20 of our 

state councils in the United States and Canada will be 

exploring ways that Knights of Columbus can better 

support men in living their faith and embracing the Spirit 

they have been given in their baptism and confirmation. 

Local councils will be implementing new programs and 

structures as we consider how, as an Order, we can 
become, more and more, the men of faith and courage that 

Blessed Michael McGivney desired us to be. More will be 

shared regarding this pilot program in the future, and, God 

willing, a refined plan for incorporating this way of life in 

all councils will roll out in the coming year or two. 

But our duty to live lives of faith waits for nothing, 

nor do the challenges facing us. By virtue of our baptism, 

we have been given the highest of callings, and it demands 

that we hold nothing back in service to Christ, our King. 

Vivat Jesus! 

 

 

To learn more about the Knights, visit: 

http://www.kofc.org/un/joinus/en/index.html. 

 

 

 
 

Visit our Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/KnightsOfColumbus6793/ 

 

 

Meet the New Editor 

Let me introduce myself.  My name is Dave 

Czarnecki; I’m a 4th Degree Brother, PGK, FDD, and a 

member of St Peter’s Parish.  I’m a Charter member of 

Msgr Thomas Wells Council, 13008 and a family of one.   

Being a 12 year resident of Brinklow MD and said member 

of St. Peter’s Parish, I figured it was about time I finally 

align my residence with the local Council, so in July, I 

transferred  my membership to your fine Council, Father 

Peter Paul Maher. 

I have gotten to know some of you from past 

meetings and recent events, but to be honest I do not know 

most of you very well and I can conclude you do not know 

me.  With my past experience, having created and nurtured 

the Msgr Wells newsletter for almost 17 years, GK Joe 

Krempasky suggested I could assist the Council as the new 

Newsletter Editor, I figured, what better way to get to know 

everyone and contribute to the Council.  With the vital 

content contributions from the various Council Officers and 

Activities Directors, I have agreed to collect, compile and 

edit the content and produce a product. 

This Newsletter is truly a team effort. I’m looking 

forward to the adventure. 

 
Dave and Company 

http://www.kofc.org/un/joinus/en/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/KnightsOfColumbus6793/
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St. Nick’s Helpers 

 
 

 
 

  

 

Kitchen Crew, Breakfast with St. Nick 
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Fr. Peter Paul Maher Council #6793 
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December 2022 
Fr. Peter Paul Maher Council #6793  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1   2  3 Breakfast with 

St. Nick 
St. Peters 
 
 

4  
 
 
 

5 6   
 

7  Executive Mtg  
7:30 PM 

8 9   
 

10 
 

11  Council 

Christmas Party 
2:15PM  
 
 

12 13 14  Business Mtg  

7:30PM 

15   
 

16  
 

17   
 

18    

 
 
 

19   20  21   
 

22   
 

23  
 

24 Christmas Eve 

 

25 Christmas Day 26  
 
 

 

27   
 

28  Social Mtg 

7:30P 

29   
 

30  
 

31  New Year’s Eve 

 

Calendar updates are available at any time by checking the Council website. www.KOFC6793.ORG    
 
 

NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

SUBURBAN, MD 20898 

PERMIT #3920 

 
 


