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- zﬁi ;Zr e Grand Knight's Report
1985-86 Brothers and council friends,
1986-87
1988-89 Welcome to November. As you know we completed a
1989-90 highly successful Pasta for A Purpose Dinner. As Pete
. Richards said, Wow, Wow, Wow. My sincere thanks to
2007-08 everyone that participated in the preparation of the meal,
2008-09 the volunteers and our guests. The meatballs were a big

Council Web site:

www.kofc6617.org

Business Meetings:
First Monday of the
month at 7 PM

Planning Meetings:
Last Monday of the
month at 7 PM

Council meetings are held
at the St. Luke the
Evangelist Parish Hall
unless otherwise
announced.

An online option for
council meetings is also
available. To get the Zoom
information, check the
“Members Only” section
of the Web site or ask the
Grand Knight.

Got anidea or a
submission for the
newsletter? Send it to
jlozeau@gmail.com.

hit; too bad we ran out. Next year we’ll make sure we give
Rudy plenty of helping hands.

The upcoming Holiday Fair is now upon us. As in the past, St. Luke’s has called
upon your council to provide assistance. Many brothers have signed up as
volunteers for setup, participation and breakdown. If you're available on Saturday,
November 8th, I encourage you to stop by and support Parish’s biggest fundraiser.

Last week, I, along with Pete Richards and Dan Sullivan, met with the NH State
Membership Director, who also doubles as a Grand Knight for the Salem council,
Ken Tarara. We discussed several items including our councils “state of the
union”. The meeting was informative, and it provided us with additional directions
in methods for recruitment and retention. The biggest take-away was how do we
direct our energies to better engage Catholic men to consider the Knights as a
platform to giving back.

Lastly, later this month, your council will once again sponsor Thanksgiving food
baskets for our food pantry. If you have some spare time on Friday, November 2lst,
and would like to assist some turkey helpers, see the head turkey, Jeff Lozeau for
details. Editor’s note: The plans for this event were changed after the business meeting. Please
see the Upcoming Events page for more information.

On behalf of all our members and associates, my sincere thanks for all the good
that you do. Remember, "Doing Good Feels Good".

Vivat Jesus (Jesus Lives)!
Michael
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Best wishes to all those who are celebrating a

birthday this month!
Gerald Coffey Joe Farren
Gene Gaudreau Joe Gori
John Markey Dave Meader
Michael Rosa Dave Touhey
Bill Tucker

2025-2026 St. Jude Council Officers and Directors

Grand Knight—Michael Rosa
Chaplain—Rev. Albert Tremblay, obl. SB
(603) 382-8324 ext. 308

fr.albert@stluketheevangelist.net

Deputy Grand Knight— OPEN
Chancellor—OPEN
Recorder—Andy Pellerin
Financial Secretary—Dan Sullivan
Treasurer—Art Nigro
Lecturer—Tom Cronin
Advocate—Peter Richards
Warden—Glenn Hughes

Inside Guard—Thomas Dawson
Outside Guard—]John Dawson
Trustee Three Year—]oe Klimaszewski
Trustee Two Year—]Jeff Lozeau
Trustee One Year—Ed Wencis

Trustee Emeritus—Jack Widman

State Deputy—Mark Messier

State Chaplain—Rev. Aggie Jean, PSD

State Advocate—]Jordan Ulery
State Secretary—Dave DeWorken

Program Director—OPEN

Membership Director—Dan Sullivan
Faith Director—Jim Edwards
Community Director—OPEN

Family Director—Roland Richardson
Life Director—Ed Wencis

Vocations Chairman—OPEN
Leadership Development—OPEN
Knight in Shining Armor Chairman—/eff Lozeau
Public Relations—Peter Richards
Retention Chairman—OPEN
Recruitment Committee—Jack Widman

Ed Wencis
Michael Rosa

Immediate Past Grand Knight—Peter Richards

Columbian Club Trustees—Michael Rosa (term ends 2025)
Peter Richards (term ends 2026)
Andy Pellerin (term ends 2027)

State and District Contacts

District Deputy— Scott Smith

General Agent—XKevin Brown (603) 305-0204

Field Agent—Stephen White (603) 894-4780
stephen.white@kofc.org

If you need the phone numbers or email addresses that were previously
published on this page, they are available by browsing to
members.kofc6617.0rg, logging in, and clicking the “Access Council
Documents” button toward the bottom of the page.
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Upcoming Council and Parish Events

Every Thursday—Rosary
St. Luke the Evangelist Parish, 12 Amesbury Road, Newton, NH

Council members meet at the parish church in Newton at 7 PM each Thursday to pray the Rosary. The third Thursday
of each month is a Rosary for Life and will feature additional prayers for the protection and sanctity of life. Please note
that this will not take place on Thanksgiving Day, November 27.

CANCELLED—Thanksgiving Food Baskets

The Food Pantry notified the Council that, thanks to the generosity of the community and a greater availability of
resources from the NH Food Bank, they were able to meet the demand for Thanksgiving dinners. However, there is some
concern about what will be available for Christmas dinners, so the decision was made to not make a trip to Market
Basket for Thanksgiving and to use the funds that were allocated to buy Christmas dinners next month.

Friday, December 19—Christmas Food Baskets
Market Basket, 34 Plaistow Road, Plaistow, NH

We will be meeting at the Plaistow Market Basket at 8:30 this morning to purchase food for the St. Luke the Evangelist
Food Pantry. As of this writing the plan is to purchase a greater number of complete boxed dinners than we have in past
years and deliver these dinners to the pantry for distribution.

Thursday, December 25—Christmas

Check the parish bulletin a couple of weeks prior to learn when you'll be able to attend Mass for the Nativity of the
Lord.

Friday, January 23—Red Cross Blood Drive

Atkinson Community Center, 4 Main Street, Atkinson, NH

The Council will be sponsoring a Red Cross blood drive from 1 PM to 6 PM this afternoon. To make an appointment,
visit www.redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-REDCROSS.

A happy and blessed Thanksgiving to you

and your family!
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Knights of Columbus
Council # 6617
Business Meeting Minutes

The meeting was held November 3, 2025, at Holy Angels Church Basement & over the internet via Zoom
Worthy Grand Knight, Michael Rosa, called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM.
Officers (11), Members (5), Guest/Associates (2), and District Deputy Scott Smith (Zoom): 19 total

1. Call to Order
Brothers, we are about to open this council meeting.

Officers:

P - Michael Rosa, Grand Knight (GK)

V - Vacant, Deputy Grand Knight (DGK)
P - Jim Edwards supplies Chaplain’s message
E - Fr. Albert, Chaplain

V - VACANT, Chancellor

P - Andy Pellerin, Recorder

P - Dan Sullivan, Financial Secretary

P - Art Nigro, Treasurer

P - Thomas Cronin, Lecturer

P - Peter Richards, Advocate

P - Glenn Hughes, Warden

A- Thomas Dawson, Inside Guard

A - John Dawson, Outside Guard

P - Joe Klimaszewski, Trustee, 3-Year

P - Jeff Lozeau, Trustee, 2-Year

P - Ed Wencis, Trustee, 1-Year

A - Jack Widman, Trustee Emeritus

Additional Members Present:
Bob Garrant

Nino LoConte (Zoom)
Stephen Fournier

Harlan Cheney (Zoom)

Mike Rametta (Zoom)

Guests Present:
Paula Fournier
Sue Garrant

2. Opening Prayer
Brothers & guests, let us invoke the Divine blessing as our Chaplain leads us in the Lord's Prayer.

3. Pledge of Allegiance (USA) or Patriotic Display of Loyalty
Brothers and guests, please join me in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.
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4. Approve Minutes of Prior Meeting

No changes were required.

Motion to Accept made by Grand Knight.
Motion Seconded by Joseph Klimaszewski.
Motion Approved.

5. Chaplain's Message

Worthy Chaplain, please enlighten us with your message. God bless the Knights of Columbus!

Jim Edwards did a Rosary Check: $1 if member present did not have his rosary beads. Money collected in 2025
is $358. This money will be going to “Biking for Babies”, as suggested by Thomas Dawson.

A Prayer for Our Earth!

This prayer by Pope Francis appeared at the end of the 2015 encyclical Laudato Si’. It is for all who believe in
God who is the all-powerful Creator.

All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe
and in the smallest of your creatures.

You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.

Pour out upon us the power of your love,

that we may protect life and beauty.

Fill us with peace, that we may live

as brothers and sisters, harming no one.

O God of the poor,

help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth,
SO precious in your eyes.

Bring healing to our lives,

that we may protect the world and not prey on it,

that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction.
Touch the hearts

of those who look only for gain

at the expense of the poor and the earth.

Teach us to discover the worth of each thing,

to be filled with awe and contemplation,

to recognize that we are profoundly united

with every creature

as we journey towards your infinite light.

We thank you for being with us each day.

Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle

for justice, love and peace.

6. Grand Knight's Report

Editor’s note: The text of this report has been moved to page 1.

7. Financial Report

Worthy Treasurer, please report the council's financial status.

Council Financial Report was given by Art Nigro.
Columbian Club Financial Report was given by Art Nigro.
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8. Membership Report — Admissions and Retentions
Worthy Membership Director, please give us your report and present applications for new members and
transfers.

e No new Members.

e Lost a member as he transferred to Salem NH Council.

e November 22, 2025, will be training on a new method and training program to get new members. Saturday
11:30 AM - 6:30 PM. Will be led by Ken Tarara, GK from Salem NH.

9. Other Reports
Worthy Program Directors, please report on upcoming events!

Programs: Faith, Community, Family and Life
Faith — Chair of this Program — Jim Edwards
Community — Chair of this Program — VACANT
Family — Chair of this Program — Roland Richardson
Life - Chair of this Program — Ed Wencis

Committees & Projects Reports
e People Helping People
e Managed by Ed Wencis
e Assisted woman with removal of 2 A/C units.
e Thursdays, every week — Rosary
e 7:00 PM at Mary Mother in Newton
e Managed by Jim Edwards
e Fr. Albert — Gospel by St. Matthew
e Tuesdays @ 6:30
¢ National Men’s March - to Abolish Abortions
e Managed by Ed Wencis
e Held this past Saturday 1 Nov 2025. Heavy Police presence and fencing to hold back opposition. 250 men
participated s with a low turnout from our Council
e Friday, October 10th - Council's Blood Drive
e  Was held from at the Atkinson Community Center and was successful.
e Sunday, October 12th - Council's Annual Memorial Mass to remember our deceased Brothers.
o Knights were well attended.
e Saturday, October 18th - Pasta for a Purpose 5PM to 7PM
e What a great turnout - the attendance was in the 150 range. We easily exceeded our goal of $1,500 for the
Giving Tree and generated about $2,500 in total.
e Saturday, October 25 - Pumpkin Festival
e Art Nigro (Larry the Crash Dummy) managed this event.
Held at the Plaistow Common.
Good time, by all.
Lots of coloring books.
Collected food donations.
e Saturday, November 8 — Christmas Fair
e Dan Sullivan will be setting this up and looking for help.
e Friday, November 21 - Thanksgiving Food Baskets
o Jeff Lozeau will be meeting helpers @ 8:30 AM @ Market Basket in Plaistow.
e Friday, December 19 — Christmas Food Baskets
e Jeff Lozeau will be meeting helpers @ 8:30 AM @ Market Basket in Plaistow.
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e Saturday, March 14, 2026 — Irish Meal 5PM to 7PM
e Ed Wencis leading, Irish Dancers ($175) lined up, Bag pipes scheduled.

Fourth Degree
Worthy Fourth Degree Representative, please give us your report. No report.

Insurance Agent
Worthy Insurance Agent, please give us your report. No report.

District Deputy
Worthy District Deputy, please give us your report.

Editor’s note: DD Scott Smith’s report has been moved to page 8 to preserve the formatting.

10. Unfinished Business (motions carried over from previous meetings)
No old business to discuss!

11. New Business (new motions approved by all Trustees)
Worthy Financial Secretary, please present any bills not previously approved for payment. | will now entertain
new motions. (Allow expected motions to be made, discussed, then voted upon).

e Motion from Ed Wencis for $500 for the Council to donate to the Vic Geary Senior Center. The Center provides
various services such as meals on wheels, exercise programs, crafts, games, dancing, dinners, foot clinic, and
more to seniors within eight communities. Many seniors are lonely, and the center provides a great
environment for social interaction. The money comes from the General Funds, the Brother Knight Donation.

e Motion Seconded by Jeff Lozeau.
e Motion Passed.

e Motion from Ed Wencis for $175 for the Council to reserve (Book) the Murray Academy Dancers (Irish Dancers)
for the planned St. Patrick’s dinner scheduled for 14 March 2026. Then Fee will be reimbursed to the Council
from Tickets sales proceeds. The money comes from the General Funds, the Brother Knight Donation.

e Motion Seconded by Jeff Lozeau.
e Motion Passed.

e Motion from Peter Richards for $2,000 for the Council to donate to the Church building in Rwanda being
spearheaded by the Exeter NH Council and tasking advantage of matching funds. The money comes from the
General Funds, the Brother Knight Donation.

e Motion Tabled due to amount until December 2025 Business Meeting.

e Salem NH Council, Grant money
e From meeting this past month, money is available and we will be making that request to them.
e This is led by Dan Sullivan.

e Mike Rosa nominated and recommended Dan Sullivan for another 3-year term as the Council Financial
Secretary.
e It will need Supreme approval before it is official.
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12. Good of the Order
We will now recognize the outstanding accomplishments of our members:
e  Family of the Month Award — No award this month.
e Knight of the Month Award — No award this month.
e Other Awards — No additional awards this month.

13. Lecturer’s Reflection (by Lecturer)
Let us now listen to the Worthy Lecturer's Reflection.

The Chaplains of D-Day. See page 10!

14. Grand Knight’s Summary
e Nothing additional to report.

15. Closing Prayer (including intentions for sick or distressed members): Prayer for Canonization of Blessed Michael
McGivney or Litany of Blessed Michael McGivney

Before proceeding to the closing prayer, let me ask: Does any brother know of a member of this council, or
brother of the Order, or others who are sick or in distress?

Names mentioned were:

Claire Olverson Alice Litwinovich

6 Hail Marys were said!

These names will be added to the Prayer Requests section of the uKnight.org website.
Worthy Chaplain, please lead us in the Prayer for Canonization of Blessed Michael McGivney (or Litany of
Blessed Michael McGivney) as we pray for the distressed and close this meeting.

16. Adjournment

I declare this meeting adjourned! 7:52 PM

District Deputy Report - October 2025

NH State Council - District 11

Worthy Brothers, Greetings from Supreme Knight Patrick E. Kelly & State Deputy Mark Messier.
State Council News
Recruiting Training Event!

The State Membership Team will hold a Recruiting Training event, on Saturday, 11/22/25. This will be hosted
by Manchester council 92 and details will be sent out by next week. All councils, State Officers and District
Deputies are invited and requested to attend. This highly touted training will teach us new (and reportedly, very

effective) methods and techniques for bringing new members into our councils. Please don't miss this
opportunity.
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Go for Two: This incentive runs from September 1st to December 31st. Any individual who recruits two new men
during this period will be entered into a drawing for $1,500. There will also be 10 second-place winners who will
receive a customized KFC branded football.

The new “Proposers Report” All District 11 Councils should have received this form from me (and possibly
State) by now. When you have a degree, fill this out and send it to me. | will send a monthly report to Ken Tarara.

District 11 News

Exeter Council - Pilgrimage to Fr. McGivney shrine in New Haven, CT. Friday, Nov 7th — Mass at St. Mary’s,
see the Shrine & Museum. There are (as of this writing) 4-5 seats left if you’d like to come with us! For more
information, email John Seymour: johnjenksseymour@gmail.com

Also in Exeter, The Rwanda Church Building Project is a GO! We are requesting that councils consider making
a contribution to this project. Exeter has at least two significant "Matching Grant" donors:

e The 1stis a 100% match, up to $10,000, it is currently active and expires on December 20th.

e The 2ndis a 100% match, up to $5,000 starts on December 21st and expires on January 20th.

So, Exeter is obviously looking to take advantage of these matching funds to the full!l Any contribution your
council makes by these deadlines could be matched 100%! With $15,000 of matching funds available, if we can
get a total of $15,000 in donations, the match will double that sum to $30,000, and we’ll be 1/3 of the way to the
$90,000 goal. Please consider a contribution from your Council, large or small, to help us get there!

Epping Council will hold a degree exemplification ceremony on Sat. 11/22 after the 4 pm mass. The Epping
Council will have 3-4 candidates. The degree ceremony will start around 5 pm.

Recruiting Quotas: | sent these out to all the GKs in the District, but just in case: 140 Portsmouth -9 2179
Exeter -9 5093 Hampton -5 6617 Plaistow - 6 6850 Epping - 6

Do you have any upcoming events that you would like me to pass along to the rest of the District?
I’m looking for a District Warden, if anyone is interested, please contact me!.

Vivat Jesus!

- Scott

ﬂ/ly Contact information: \

Scott Smith

District Deputy, District 11
ssmith24@gmail.com
978-270-8184 (Cell)

Please note: During work hours (8:30-5:30, Monday — Friday), I’'m rarely able to answer my cell

phone. | promise I’'m not ignoring you! Please feel free to leave a message or text me if you need me
\during the workday, and I'll do my best to get back to you as soon as possible. /
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Lecturer’s Report
by Tom Cronin

The Chaplains of D-Day

As the early morning mist lifted at H-hour, 6:30 AM, Germans manning the machine gun bunkers and
fortifications on Utah, Omaha, Gold, Juno, and Sword beaches, saw the first of a 6,939-ship invasion fleet.
Allied soldiers trusted that God was with them.

The chaplains of D-Day ministered to the wounded and fallen on June 6,1944. Denominations and
traditions of faith seemed less important than the presence of men showing courage equal to those to whom
they ministered.

Chaplain/Rabbi Irving Tepper, was one such servant who “Saw action with his battalion in Tunisia
and Sicily and again was among the first to land in France on D-Day,” the Jewish Standard remembered in its

» !«

account titled “Mission Accomplished.” “He was a slender man weighing a scant 120 lbs. at 5’ 6", “a frail
bundle of enthusiasm.” Tepper was “not only a great chaplain but a great soldier. The boys are all crazy about
him,” one young private wrote in a letter. Two months and seven days after coming ashore at Normandy,

Rabbi Tepper was killed in action while ministering to his men.

Chaplain Francis Sampson was known as the “Parachute Padre,”
Sampson was assigned to the 501st parachute regiment, joined the
15,500 paratroopers along with 13 other chaplains who landed under
silk canopies behind enemy lines on that day of days. As those who
were with Chaplain Sampson explained, “Right away Father Sampson
began tending to the wounded and dying both spiritually and
physically.” Unfortunately, during his unit’s fight, Sampson was
captured by German SS soldiers. He was led away to be shot, but as he
was placed against a wall in front of the firing squad, an officer noticed
the chaplain’s insignia and stopped the execution just before the :
triggers were squeezed. While a prisoner, Father Sampson continued to : o

1 i E——
provide aid to injured soldiers and, at one point, provided his own blood ;

to save a wounded comrade in arms. Father Sampson was awarded the
Distinguished Service Cross (the second-highest award) for his
courageous service at Normandy.

Major General Francis Sampson, shown

here in a 1967 portrait. Father Sampson
went on to serve in Korea and in
several other US Army posts, eventually
being appointed as Deputy Chief of
Chaplains in 1967.
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Some D-Day Chaplains Were Among the First on the Beaches

A Thursday, June 6, 1944, Stars and Stripes article by Charles F. Kiley, titled “11 Silver Stars Awarded
Men of 4th Infantry — Chaplain Among Honored Heroes; Bronze Stars Presented to 33,” tells of the experience
of Protestant Episcopal Chaplain Julian S.
Ellenberg from Greenwood, South Carolina.
Ellenberg was awarded the Silver Star for
gallantry in action. He crossed the beach at
Normandy half an hour after the initial
assault troops and immediately began caring
for the physically and spiritually wounded
and dying soldiers on the beach. “Chaplain
Ellenberg assisted in establishing a first-aid
station on the beaches under intense enemy
fire, and despite slight wounds from shell
fragments remained at the station until it
was demolished,”

No one looked at ID tags to determine which
chaplain to confide in, seek reassurance, or
hear last words. As the Christian

Standard described in “Chaplain Colonel Barber’s Memories of D-Day,” huddled in a foxhole on the beach
with artillery shells exploding everywhere, “That night was spent in prayer and in giving words of

encouragement.” Barber concludes his recollection of taking the beaches of Normandy: “Thus we landed. God
was good, for not a man from our ship was killed. I believe it was in answer to prayer.” The “Chaplains of D-
Day” are not well known these days, but they were a powerful presence on that day in France. An old adage
says “there are no atheists in foxholes”. That was probably true on June 6,1944. It’s not clear that is true
in modern times — but we can say thank God there are Chaplains in foxholes, even today.

Source: https://www.libertynation.com/the-chaplains-of-d-day/
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St. Jude Council 6617
PO Box 589

Plaistow, NH 03865

Check us out online for more photos, information, and past newsletters!

www.kofc6617.org

Prayer for the Canonization of Father Michael J. McGivney

God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you
called your priest, Father Michael . McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life
and to lead the young to the generous service of their neighbor. Through the example
of his life and virtue may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling his
commandment of charity and building up his Body which is the/Church. Let the

inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love so that we
—=may continte his work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that
you glorify your venerable servant Father Michael J. McGivney on earth according to

the design of your holy will: Through his intercession, grafit the favor I nowpresent.
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