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Grand Knight’s Report
My Worthy Brothers,
We held our membership drive this past weekend. I want to thank Mike
Rametta and Tom Cronin for speaking from the pulpit to the parishioners about our
Council and promoting membership. I want to thank Mike Rosa for his work in
redesigning and getting the membership brochures printed. I want to thank all the
members who greeted and handed out the Brochures and Rosaries prior to the Masses.
Although we didn’t receive any immediate possibilities for membership, I’m very confident
that the very positive message we passed on about the Council from the brochures and
from the pulpit will only help our membership efforts in the future.
At our planning meeting this past Monday we continued to talk about ways to
drive membership and retention. We are in the process of putting these into actionable
plans so we can execute on them. One of the ideas is to open participation in our activities
to everyone in the Parish. Even if someone can’t formally join the Knights or isn’t ready to
join, it shouldn’t exclude them from working with us in our efforts to “do good”. The same
goes for our business meetings. Everyone is welcome to attend. We need to continue to
promote this message.
I would also ask our Brothers to follow through on the plan I presented last week
to reach out to 2 potential candidates in the next month or two. I’m aware of some of the
efforts that have been made by some Brothers regarding this and I want to thank you for
your follow through in respect to this. Please remember that there is a toolbox of ideas
and a listing of Council activities on our website to assist you in this endeavor. Again, if
you aren’t comfortable approaching a potential candidate, please reach out to our
membership director, Dan Sullivan or me and we will take it from there.
I have a couple of more people I would like to thank for their efforts over the last
month. I want to thank Mike Rametta for all these efforts working with Haven NH and
networking in our local community to promote them and create awareness. We will be
hearing from Mike a little later some additional things we can do to help promote Haven
NH. I also want to thank John Tammaro, Bill Tucker, Jim Edwards, and Glen Hughes for
working on their hands and knees over a few days to tighten up the pews and kneelers in
Holy Angels Church.
I was due to attend the state convention this upcoming weekend at the Red
Jacket Inn in North Conway but as you probably know by now a large portion of the Inn
was destroyed by fire. Therefore, I will be going to the Cathedral in Manchester this
Saturday (May 7) to attend a shortened version of the convention.

(Continued on page 2)
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We will be presented with a slate of officers tonight for the upcoming fraternal year. We will vote on the
positions at our June business meeting.
Thank you for all that you do. It’s very much appreciated.
Vivat Jesus!
Peter

2021-2022 St. Jude Council Officers and Directors
Trustee Three Year— Jeff Lozeau (603) 661-8285
jlozeau@gmail.com

Grand Knight— Peter Richards (603) 382-4315

Trustee Two Year— Ed Wencis (603) 362-5783

pmrpjs6@comcast.net

edw.wencis@gmail.com

Chaplain— Rev. Albert Tremblay, obl. SB

Trustee One Year— Jack Widman (603) 489-3889

(603) 382-8324 ext. 308

jhwidman1@comcast.net

fr.albert@stluketheevangelist.net
Deputy Grand Knight— Jack Brotz (617) 875-3721
johnbrotz17@yahoo.com

Program Director—Jack Brotz
Membership Director—Dan Sullivan

Chancellor— Dave Meader (603) 974-2281

Faith Director— Jim Edwards (603) 642-5236

d.meader@comcast.net

jimmy69180@hotmail.com

Recorder— Andy Pellerin (978) 376-1586

Community Director—Tom Cronin

andy.pellerin@comcast.net
Financial Secretary— Dan Sullivan (603) 770-4803

Family Director—Roland Richardson
Life Director—OPEN

dans49@comcast.net

Vocations Chairman—OPEN

Treasurer—Shawn Smith (774) 297-3459

Leadership Development—OPEN

shawnpsmith83@gmail.com

Knight in Shining Armor Chairman—Jeff Lozeau

Lecturer— Tom Cronin (603) 382-4635

Public Relations—Peter Richards

cronin.thomas.p@gmail.com

Retention Chairman—Jack Brotz

Advocate— Joe Klimaszewski (603) 362-9962
jk22998@comcast.net
Warden—Glenn Hughes (603) 642-5641
Inside Guard— Roland Richardson (443) 848-3329
rolarichards@aol.com

Recruitment Committee—Jack Widman
Ed Wencis
Michael Rosa (603) 458-5520
mrosa@enviromartindustries,com
Immediate Past Grand Knight—Jeff Lozeau

Outside Guard— Art Nigro (774) 292-9413

Columbian Club Trustees— Michael Rosa (term ends 2022)
Peter Richards (term ends 2023)
Andy Pellerin (term ends 2024)

anigro1954@gmail.com

State and District Contacts
State Deputy—Ray LeMay (603) 674-0033
State Chaplain—Rev. Aggie Jean, PSD (603) 880-4689
State Advocate—Jordan Ulery (603) 882-8979
State Secretary—Tim Kingsley (603) 880-1732

District Deputy— Mike O’Hare (603) 679-9935
meoohare@comcast.net
General Agent—Joseph P. DiCalogero, FIC (603) 458-6408
Field Agent—Kevin Brown (603) 305-0204
kevin.brown@kofc.org
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Upcoming Council and Parish Events
Every Thursday—Rosary
St. Luke the Evangelist Parish, 12 Amesbury Road, Newton, NH
Council members meet at the parish church in Newton at 7 PM each Thursday to pray the Rosary. The third Thursday
of each month is a Rosary for Life and will feature additional prayers for the protection and sanctity of life.

Thursday, May 12– St. Joseph Icon Prayer Service
St. Luke the Evangelist Parish, 12 Amesbury Road, Newton, NH

One of the Knights of Columbus-designed icons of St. Joseph, currently making its way around the state, will be with us
for this week. We will be holding a special prayer service at 7 PM on the 12th at the parish church in Newton. All are
invited and welcome to attend.

Thursday-Sunday, May 19-22—Tootsie Roll Drive
After a two year hiatus brought on by the pandemic, we will again be fanning out across Plaistow to raise money for a
number of local and state charities that assist people with special needs. If you are able to help at any point during this
weekend, please contact Bob Nadeau or Peter Richards.

Saturday, June 4—St. Jude Open
Apple Hill Golf Course, 69 East Road, East Kingston, NH
The Council’s 27th annual charity golf tournament, which is being held this year to benefit
one area family in need. For more information on the tournament and how you can help, visit
http://SJO.kofc6617.org.
We are continuing to seek out sponsors for this year’s tournament. If you know of a business
or organization that might be interested in being a sponsor, or if you are interested in
providing a sponsorship, please contact Jack Brotz or Dan Sullivan using the information on
page 2.

Best wishes to all those who are celebrating a
birthday this month!
Pete Couture
Andy Gagnon, Jr.
Robert Garrant
Alan Griffin
Tom Ingham
Joe Klimaszewski
Andy LaRoche
Ted Misiaszek

Chris Smyth
Tony Stoddard
Greg Taillon
John Tucker
Gerard Verschuuren
John Wall, Jr.
Ed Wencis
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Knights of Columbus
Council # 6617
Business Meeting Minutes
The meeting was held May 2, 2022, at Holy Angels Church Basement & over the internet via Zoom
Worthy Grand Knight, Peter Richards, called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM.
Officers (13), Members (10), & Guests (2) present: 25
District Deputy Mike O’Hare in attendance (Zoom)

1. Call to Order
Brothers, we are about to open this council meeting.
Officers:
P - Peter Richards, Grand Knight (GK)
P - Jack Brotz, Deputy Grand Knight (DGK)
P - Mike Rosa, supplies Chaplain’s message (Fr. Albert was also in attendance — ed.)
E - David Meader, Chancellor
P - Andy Pellerin, Recorder
P - Dan Sullivan, Financial Secretary
E - Shawn Smith, Treasurer
P - Thomas Cronin, Lecturer
P - Joseph Klimaszewski, Advocate
P - Glenn Hughes, Warden
P - John Tucker, Inside Guard
P - Art Nigro, Outside Guard (Zoom)
P - Ed Wencis, Trustee
P - Jeff Lozeau, Trustee
E - Jack Widman, Trustee (Zoom)
Additional Members Present:
Bill Tucker
Mike Rametta
Jim Edwards
Harlan Cheney
Greg Taillon
Bob Nadeau
Tim Collins
Walter Osgood
Tom Mealey (Zoom)
Roland Richardson (Zoom)
Ava and Jose (invited guests)
2. Opening Prayer
Brothers & guests, let us invoke the Divine blessing as our Chaplain leads us in the Lord's Prayer.
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3. Pledge of Allegiance (USA) or Patriotic Display of Loyalty
Brothers and guests, please join me in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.
4. Approve Minutes of Prior Meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting were transmitted to all members.
Are any corrections or additions required?
•
•
•
•

No Corrections needed
Motion to accept made by Greg Taillon
Second by Joe Klimaszewski
Motion Approved

5. Chaplain's Message (by Mike Rosa)
Worthy Chaplain, please enlighten us with your message. God bless the Knights of Columbus!
Mike did a Rosary Check: $1 if member present did not have his rosary beads. Reminder, this money goes to
the Liberty House which administers to the needs of homeless vets. This is part of the Catholic Charities!
Money was collected and given to the Financial Secretary.
This month’s Columbia Issue – Two articles with powerful titles:
•

Solidarity With Ukraine
• The Knights of Columbus mobilizes to serve refugees and other victims of war.
• The Knights established their first order in Ukraine in 2012.
• Within 36 hours of the invasion - the Knights committed $1.5 million towards humanitarian aid and created
the Ukrainian Solidarity Fund. As of mid-March, the fund had surpassed $6.5 million.

•

“What the World Needs”
• Knights are inspired by the principle of Charity – and guided by the principle of Unity.
• Supreme Knight – Patrick Kelly met with a Ukrainian couple who were able to flee from Kyiv amid the initial
attack and wrote that “One might expect this Knights of Columbus family to be overwhelmed with sadness
and discouragement, but they exhibited great resilience and even joy – after describing how the Knights
helped her family each step of the way in Ukraine, in Poland and now in the United States”.
• She went on to say – “It was so inspiring to see good men, at work doing godly things. This is what the
world needs”.
• This is a beautiful description of the Knights of Columbus and a profound summons to you and me.

6. Grand Knight's Report
Editor’s note: The text of this report has been moved to page 1.

7. Financial Report
Worthy Treasurer, please report the council's financial status.
Council Financial Report was not given.
Columbian Club Financial Report was not given.
8. Membership Report (by Financial Secretary) – Admissions and Retentions
Worthy Membership Director, please give us your report and present applications for new members and
transfers.
• Dave Touhey will join the council after return from travel.
•

Membership drives well attended on April 30-May 1. Thanks to all that helped. Two Knights spoke from the
pulpit. In next 3 months, please approach 2 people to join the Knights.
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9. Other Reports
Worthy Program Directors, please report on upcoming events!
Programs: Faith, Community, Family and Life
Faith – Chair of this Program – Jim Edwards
Community – Chair of this Program – Tom Cronin
Family – Chair of this Program – Roland Richardson
Life - Chair of this Program – Vacant
Committees & Projects Reports by DGK
•

•
•

Thursday Night Rosary continues. Remember the Rosary on the third Thursday of the month is be prayed for a
respect for all life, conception through natural death.
If you would like someone to be prayed for at the Thursday Night Rosary please reach out to Jim or Bill.
Thank you for their continued dedication leading this import spiritual effort.
April Programs Wrap Up

•
•
•

•

•
•
•

Thank you to all who participated in the 33 Day Fast.
Special thanks to Dan, Jim, Bill, and Andy for leading the Station of the Cross. This service was well attended by
both our Brother Knights and our follow parishioners.
Thank you to Jeff for coordinating the Easter Basket program. Thanks to Jeff, Andy, Bill, Jim, Harlen and Glenn
for filling carts with the items we donated to the Food Pantry to make Easter a little bit better for some of our
brother and sisters in Christ.
Divine Mercy Sunday - Thanks to Bill, Jim, Dan, Mary, and Sue Ronan for lending her beautiful voice to this very
prayerful service. The service was well attended. For those who attended please feel free to provide any
feedback that we might improve / promote this event.
Thank you to any Knight who participated in Holy Week Services. Knights, it is our responsibility to lead by
example, asserting Father shows our humility & reverence to our Lord & Savior.
Mike Rametta spoke on Haven NH, gave a summary of actions to date and work done spreading the name. The
Teddy Bear program was discussed.
Membership Drive – Peter
May Programs

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Thursday Evening Rosary; at 7:00 PM – MMC. We pray for end to pandemic, personal intentions, and the
intentions of the church. Chairpersons are Bill Tucker and Jim Edwards.
The third Thursday of the month the rosary will be dedicated to an end of abortion.
Mother’s Day; 7 /8 May. Report by Ed Wencis on Knights will be presenting to all Mothers a Holy Card and
Rosary. Need to sign Knights up to pass out Rosaries / Card. Looking for volunteers and wear the polo shirt.
St Joseph Icon 8 -15 May. It is here now!
At the Thursday Night Rosary there will be a special prayer service dedicated to St. Joseph.
John Tucker reported on the blood drive; trying to set one up in Newton NH since it is an untapped area.
Tootsie Roll Drive; 19 - 22 May. Chairperson - Bob Nadeau. Bob gave a report and handout which included
volunteer instructions. There is a need for 28 time slots and Bob hopes it is all Knights that will volunteer. If you
can’t, the average 2-hour time slots generate about $100. If you can’t make it, consider a donation. Carriage
town newspaper will give good coverage.
June Programs

•

ST JUDE OPEN GOLF TOURNAMENT
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•

•

This year’s recipient is Kerri Bergeron, mother of two boys with Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy (DMD).
DMD is a rare genetic disease which causes the muscles in the body including the heart and lungs to
become weak and damaged over time and will eventually prove fatal as there is currently no cure for this
illness. All proceeds will assist Kerri in purchasing a desperately needed wheelchair van.
• We NEED more Sponsors. We are way behind last year.
• We NEED volunteers to help the day of the tournament. Let me know if you can help. Family and friends
welcomed.
• Again, this year we will be dedicating the 9th Hole sponsorships from the Knights of Columbus #6617. Email
will be distributed providing details. There will be a meeting this Saturday 9 -10 (Donuts Provided) to
review all aspects for the tournament.
Father’s Day; 18 /19 June. Determine what will be given to the fathers in our parish. Rosaries / Card?
Fourth Degree
Worthy Fourth Degree Representative, please give us your report. No Report.
Insurance Agent
Worthy Insurance Agent, please give us your report. No one attended or reported.
District Deputy
Worthy District Deputy, please give us your report. Report was given.
Brother Knights, greetings from our Supreme Knight Patrick E. Kelly and State Deputy Raymond Lemay. I
would like to review several items and important dates for the calendar:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

New Location and time for the NH State Convention Meeting. Will be held at St. Joseph Cathedral in
Manchester, NH from 11:00 am – 4:00 pm. Mass will follow the meeting at 4:00 pm.
Fraternal Benefits Night in June. 2- dates June 3rd and 15th at 7:30 PM. Virtual Webinar online.
Traveling ICON Program is traveling the district currently. Set up a prayer program with your parish priest or
deacon.
June 4th Sat at St. Joseph Cathedral in Manchester, NH. 2- Priest being ordinated. Rory Trainer.
Council elections in May / Voting in June!
Submit your new council officers for the NH State Directory.
Ron M. is looking for a New Chairman for Camp Fatima. Needs help at workday May 21st. 8-4pm.
4th Degree Ceremony on Sat. June 11th in Hudson, NH at St. Kathryn’s Church 4 Dracut Road.
The Hampstead Council has a live degree team. Our Master of Ceremonies is Sal Gioe and his contact info is
(603) 898-9453, salvatore.gioe@schneider-electric.com.
**Must fil out Form #450 after your Degree Ceremony and submit to DD, Ray LeMay.
Plan your degrees and have a LIVE Degree with your Degree team or Hampstead Council.

Thank you,
Mike O’Hare
District #11
DD
10. Unfinished Business (motions carried over from previous meetings)
The following motion was tabled at a prior meeting. I now reopen it for discussion and vote:
No old business to discuss!
11. New Business (new motions approved by all Trustees)
Worthy Financial Secretary, please present any bills not previously approved for payment.
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I will now entertain new motions.
Motion by Michael Rametta for $100. To donate to the Plaistow NH Exchange Club for their Teddy Bear for Kids
Program. The donation will come from the $2,500 donation from a parish member.
• Motion seconded by Jeff Lozeau.
• Motion approved.
• Motion by Peter Richards for $159.99. To pay for the printing of 250 color membership brochures. The
donation will come from the General Funds.
• Motion seconded by Joseph Klimaszewski.
• Motion approved.
• Jeff Lozeau read the names of candidates for the new officers to be voted upon in June. The list will be on the
Website.
•

12. Good of the Order
We will now recognize the outstanding accomplishments of our members:
Family of the Month Award – Nothing to report
Knight of the Month Award – Nothing to report
Other Awards – Nothing to report
13. Lecturer’s Reflection (by Lecturer)
Let us now listen to the Worthy Lecturer's Reflection.
Our patron, Christopher Columbus! See page 9.
14. Grand Knight’s Summary
Nothing to report.

15. Closing Prayer (including intentions for sick or distressed members): Prayer for Canonization of Blessed Michael
McGivney or Litany of Blessed Michael McGivney
Before proceeding to the closing prayer, let me ask: Does any brother know of a member of this council, or
brother of the Order, or others who are sick or in distress?
Names mentioned were:
People of Ukraine
Gail Collins
Paul Caron
Barbara Lawrence
Bill Lawrence
Pat Passanisi
Frank Wencis
Jean Osgood
Tom Mealey

6 Hail Marys were said!
These names will be added to the Prayer Requests section of the uKnight.org website.
Worthy Chaplain, please lead us in the Prayer for Canonization of Blessed Michael McGivney (or Litany of
Blessed Michael McGivney) as we pray for the distressed and close this meeting.
16. Adjournment
I declare this meeting adjourned! 7:58 PM
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Lecturer’s Report
by Tom Cronin

“Was Christopher Columbus looking for America?”
At the end of the 15th century, it was nearly impossible to reach Asia from Europe by land. The route was long
and arduous, and encounters with hostile armies were difficult to avoid. Portuguese explorers were the first
to solve this problem by taking to the sea: They sailed around the African Continent to reach Asia.
But Pirates soon after started attacking these Trade ships as they sailed around the African coast. Pirates
figured out that these Trade ships contained either Silver & Gold or expensive silks, spices, medicines and
other riches of the “Far East. Either way these ships were loaded so they attacked and robbed both them
coming or going.
But Columbus had an idea: Why not sail west across the Atlantic instead of around the massive African
continent? The young navigator’s logic was sound, but his math was a little faulty. He argued (incorrectly)
that the circumference of the Earth was much smaller than his contemporaries believed it was; accordingly, he
believed that the journey by boat from Europe to Asia should be possible, by sailing westward over what was
presumed to be open sea.
European nations, particularly Spain’s, King Ferdinand
and Queen Isabella were eager to share in the seemingly
limitless riches of the “Far East. They thought if this
explorer Columbus could find a new and safer (and less
costly) route, His and Her Majesty would be famous,
along with the opportunity to export Catholicism to lands
across the globe. So they sponsored Columbus to find this
new route.
On August 3, 1492, Columbus and his crew set sail from
Spain in three ships: the Niña, the Pinta and the Santa
Maria. Two months later on October 12, the ships made landfall. But they were not in Asia.
No…Christopher Columbus was an Italian explorer who stumbled upon the Americas. He was determined to
find a direct water route west from Europe to Asia, but he never did. Instead, he ran straight into the
Americas. Columbus did not really “discover” the so-called New World because millions of people already
lived there. Columbus’ explorations and contributions helped in making the Spanish monarchy the most
powerful in the world, his journeys marked the beginning of centuries of exploitation, and colonization of the
Americas.
Vivat Jesus!
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Officer Elections for the 2022-2023 Fraternal Year
The Council Trustees presented the following slate of officers at the May business meeting to be considered
for the 2022-2023 fraternal year. Voting will take place at the next business meeting on Monday, June 6.
Grand Knight: Peter Richards
Deputy Grand Knight: Jack Brotz
Chancellor: Michael Rametta
Recorder: Andy Pellerin
Treasurer: Shawn Smith
Advocate: Joe Klimaszewski
Warden: Glenn Hughes
Inside Guard: Roland Richardson
Outside Guard: Art Nigro
Trustee 3-Year: Jack Widman
The positions of Financial Secretary and Lecturer are appointed rather than elected, so they are not listed
here. The other two trustees shift to the 2-Year and 1-Year positions (Jeff Lozeau and Ed Wencis,
respectively), which is why we will only be voting for the 3-Year Trustee position.
This list is not the final word and these are not the only choices you will have. If you would like to nominate
someone for one of these positions or to enter your name for one of them, you are welcome to do so at any
point up to and during the June business meeting. To make a nomination in advance of the meeting, contact
the Grand Knight or one of the Trustees.

We gather as a council every Thursday night at 7
PM at the parish church in Newton to pray the
Rosary. The third Thursday of each month is
dedicated to the cause of life and features
additional prayers as part of the Rosary.
If you aren’t already taking part in this weekly
devotion, please come join us! There’s always room
for more people.
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On April 24, Divine Mercy Sunday, we
hosted an afternoon prayer service at the
parish church in Newton. A big thank you
to everyone who led the service and who
came out that afternoon to participate.

Pictured here: Jim Edwards
and Sue Ronan lead
portions of the prayer
service.

Over the last few months the Council, in an effort
spearheaded by Michael Rametta, has been working to
increase awareness of the work done by HAVEN NH. Based
in Portsmouth, HAVEN provides support services to
victims of domestic and sexual violence as well as
education aimed at preventing this violence. Mike has been
hard at work with local schools and businesses to make
flyers and other materials from HAVEN available at those
locations. The Council made a $500 donation to HAVEN
earlier this year and also made a $100 donation in May to
the Plaistow Exchange Club’s Teddy Bear program, which
provides toys for the police and fire departments to
distribute to children after traumatic events.
Pictured here (with Mike at right) are State Rep. Bob Harb,
Plaistow Police Sgt. Alec Porter, and Plaistow Exchange
Club President Diane Cafiso.
HAVEN NH 24-Hour Confidential Support Line:
603-994-SAFE

St. Jude Council 6617
PO Box 589

Plaistow, NH 03865

Check us out online for more photos, information, and past newsletters!
www.kofc6617.org

Patris Corde Prayer
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only Son;
in you Mary placed her trust;
with you Christ became man.

Blessed Joseph, to us too,
show yourself a father
and guide us in the path of life.
Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage,
and defend us from every evil. Amen.
From the Apostolic Letter of Pope Francis on the 150th Anniversary
of the Proclamation of St. Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church.

