
St. Jude Council 6617 
Plaistow, NH  ·  est. 1974 

Council Newsletter December 2025 Volume 20, Issue 6 

New Hampshire Council 

of the Year 

 

1985-86 

1986-87 

1988-89 

1989-90 

2007-08 

2008-09 

Council Web site: 

www.kofc6617.org 

Business Meetings:  

First Monday of the 

month at 7 PM 
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newsletter? Send it to 

jlozeau@gmail.com. 

Grand Knight’s Report 

 
 
 
 

Brothers and council friends, 
 

Welcome to December.   

As you know your Parish completed its most successful 
Holiday Fair a few weeks ago. And I’m pleased to report, 
the Parish broke a record in how much money was raised. 
Our own associate Francine Hart did an outstanding job as 
this year’s Fair Boss, and I hope she will continue in the role 
in the future.  My sincere thanks to everyone that 
participated in the preparation, setting up, manning the 
tables and cleaning duties.  

 

Two weeks ago, Dan Sullivan and I participated in a regional recruitment meeting 
at the Cathedral in Manchester.  We met with many NH State Directors, as well as 
Supreme’s regional recruitment director.  We came away with some fresh ideas to 
entice Catholic men to realize the need to participate in a fraternal organization 
such as the Knights.  
 

Additionally, I was invited to attend our neighboring Salem NH council business 
meeting last month.  I witnessed a vibrant council with many participants, 
activities and deep commitment to giving back.   
 

An FYI, their next exemplification, has close to ten new candidates from their 
council making their first degree.   I was quite impressed with the entire 
experience.   
 

Lastly, later this month, your council will once again sponsor the Christmas food 
baskets for our food pantry.  If you have some spare time to do the food pick up, 
see Jeff Lozeau for more details.  
 

On behalf of all our members and associates, my sincere thanks for all the good 
that you do.   Remember, “Keep Christ in Christmas". 

 

Vivat Jesus (Jesus Lives)! 
Michael 
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State and District Contacts 

Grand Knight—Michael Rosa  

Chaplain— Rev. Albert Tremblay, obl. SB 

                       (603) 382-8324 ext. 308 

 fr.albert@stluketheevangelist.net 

Deputy Grand Knight— OPEN  

Chancellor—OPEN  

Recorder—Andy Pellerin   

Financial Secretary—Dan Sullivan   

Treasurer—Art Nigro  

Lecturer—Tom Cronin   

Advocate—Peter Richards  

Warden—Glenn Hughes  

Inside Guard—Thomas Dawson  

Outside Guard—John Dawson 

Trustee Three Year—Joe Klimaszewski  

Trustee Two Year—Jeff Lozeau 

Trustee One Year— Ed Wencis 

Trustee Emeritus—Jack Widman 

Program Director—OPEN  

Membership Director—Dan Sullivan 

Faith Director—Jim Edwards 

Community Director—OPEN 

Family Director—Roland Richardson   

Life Director—Ed Wencis 

Vocations Chairman—OPEN 

Leadership Development—OPEN 

Knight in Shining Armor Chairman—Jeff Lozeau 

Public Relations—Peter Richards 

Retention Chairman—OPEN 

Recruitment Committee— Jack Widman 
                                                      Ed Wencis 

                                                     Michael Rosa   

Immediate Past Grand Knight—Peter Richards 

Columbian Club Trustees— Michael Rosa (term ends 2025) 

                                                         Peter Richards (term ends 2026) 
 Andy Pellerin (term ends 2027) 

2025-2026 St. Jude Council Officers and Directors 

State Deputy—Mark Messier  

State Chaplain—Rev. Aggie Jean, PSD 

State Advocate—Jordan Ulery  

State Secretary—Dave DeWorken 

District Deputy— Scott Smith  

General Agent—Kevin Brown (603) 305-0204 

Field Agent—Stephen White (603) 894-4780 

 stephen.white@kofc.org  

If you need the phone numbers or email addresses that were previously 

published on this page, they are available by browsing to 

members.kofc6617.org, logging in, and clicking the “Access Council 

Documents” button toward the bottom of the page. 

Best wishes to all those who are celebrating a 

birthday this month! 

Larry Cashman Harlan Cheney 

Rudy Ferrandi Richard Froias 

Bernie Gallant Francis Hynes 

Brian Lessard Rev. Richard Munsey 

John Pichowicz Dan Sullivan 

Robert Walleston  

http://members.kofc6617.org


Upcoming Council and Parish Events 
 

 

Change to Upcoming Meeting Schedule 

The planning meeting scheduled for Monday, December 29 has been cancelled. We will pick things up with the 

business meeting on January 5. 

 

Every Thursday—Rosary 

St. Luke the Evangelist Parish, 12 Amesbury Road, Newton, NH 

Council members meet at the parish church in Newton at 7 PM each Thursday to pray the Rosary. The third Thursday 

of each month is a Rosary for Life and will feature additional prayers for the protection and sanctity of life. Please note 

that this will not take place on Christmas Day, December 25, or on New Year’s Day, January 1.  

 

Friday, December 19—Christmas Food Baskets 

Market Basket, 34 Plaistow Road, Plaistow, NH 

We will be meeting at the Plaistow Market Basket at 8:30 this morning to purchase food for the St. Luke the Evangelist 

Food Pantry. As of this writing the plan is to purchase a greater number of complete boxed dinners than we have in past 

years and deliver these dinners to the pantry for distribution.  

 

Thursday, December 25—Christmas 

Check the parish bulletin over the next couple of weeks to learn when you’ll be able to attend Mass for the Nativity of 

the Lord.  

 

Friday, March 13—Red Cross Blood Drive 

Atkinson Community Center, 4 Main Street, Atkinson, NH 

The Council will be sponsoring a Red Cross blood drive from 1 PM to 6 PM this afternoon. To make an appointment, 

visit www.redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-REDCROSS.  
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A very merry and blessed Christmas to you 

and your family! 
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Knights of Columbus 

Council # 6617 

Business Meeting Minutes 
 

The meeting was held December 1, 2025, at Holy Angels Church Basement & over the internet via Zoom 

Worthy Grand Knight, Michael Rosa, called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM. 

Officers (11), Members (6), Guest/Associates (2), District Deputy Scott Smith (Zoom) and Field Agent Stephen White: 19 total  

 
1. Call to Order 

Brothers, we are about to open this council meeting.  

Officers: 
P - Michael Rosa, Grand Knight (GK) 

V - Vacant, Deputy Grand Knight (DGK) 

P - Jim Edwards supplies Chaplain’s message 

E - Fr. Albert, Chaplain 

V - VACANT, Chancellor 

P - Andy Pellerin, Recorder 

P - Dan Sullivan, Financial Secretary 

P - Art Nigro, Treasurer 

P - Thomas Cronin, Lecturer 

P - Peter Richards, Advocate 

P - Glenn Hughes, Warden  

P - Thomas Dawson, Inside Guard  

P - John Dawson, Outside Guard 

P - Joe Klimaszewski, Trustee, 3-Year      

E - Jeff Lozeau, Trustee, 2-Year 

A - Ed Wencis, Trustee, 1-Year 

A - Jack Widman, Trustee Emeritus 

 

Additional Members Present: 

Bob Garrant 

Nino LoConte (Zoom) 

Bill Tucker 

John Tucker 

Mike Rametta 

Roland Richardson (Zoom) 

 

Guests Present: 

Sue Garrant 

 
2. Opening Prayer  

Brothers & guests, let us invoke the Divine blessing as our Chaplain leads us in the Lord's Prayer. 

 

3. Pledge of Allegiance (USA) or Patriotic Display of Loyalty 

Brothers and guests, please join me in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 
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4. Approve Minutes of Prior Meeting 

• No changes were required. 

• Motion to Accept made by Mike Rametta. 

• Motion Seconded by Joseph Klimaszewski. 

• Motion Approved. 

 

5. Chaplain's Message 

 Worthy Chaplain, please enlighten us with your message.  God bless the Knights of Columbus! 
 

Jim Edwards did a Rosary Check: $1 if member present did not have his rosary beads. Money collected in 2025 

is $384. This money will be going to “Biking for Babies”, as suggested by Thomas Dawson. 

Jim held a Seasonal Church Activities test from the Catholic NH Org Nov/Dec 2025 Magazine. 
   

6. Grand Knight's Report 

 Editor’s note: The text of this report has been moved to page 1.  

 

7. Financial Report 

 Worthy Treasurer, please report the council's financial status.  

 

 Council Financial Report was given by Art Nigro. 
 Columbian Club Financial Report was given by Art Nigro. 

 

8. Membership Report – Admissions and Retentions 

  Worthy Membership Director, please give us your report and present applications for new members and 
 transfers.  

 

• A Member Benefit Sheet was emailed to all members for items not known about. 

• Membership Dues now expected; $40 plus any extra you’d like to donate. 

 

9. Other Reports 

Worthy Program Directors, please report on upcoming events! 
 

Programs: Faith, Community, Family and Life 
Faith – Chair of this Program – Jim Edwards 
Community – Chair of this Program – VACANT 
Family – Chair of this Program – Roland Richardson 
Life - Chair of this Program – Ed Wencis 
 

Committees & Projects Reports 
• People Helping People 

• Managed by Ed Wencis 
• Nothing new to report 

• Thursdays, every week – Rosary 
• 7:00 PM at Mary Mother in Newton 
• Managed by Jim Edwards 

• Fr. Albert – Gospel by St. Matthew 
• Tuesdays @ 6:30 
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• Friday, October 10th - Council's Blood Drive 

• Managed by John Tucker - Held at the Atkinson Community Center and was successful. 

• Next one is March 13, 2026, from noon to 5:00 PM in Atkinson. 

• Friday, November 21 – Thanksgiving Food Baskets 

• Since the Food Pantry had enough food, we may possibly buy more for Christmas. 

• Friday, December 19 – Christmas Food Baskets 

• Jeff Lozeau will be meeting helpers @ 8:30 AM @ Market Basket in Plaistow. 

• Saturday, March 14, 2026 – Irish Meal 5PM to 7PM 

• Ed Wencis  leading, Irish Dancers ($175) lined up, Bag pipes scheduled. 

• Giving Tree – Tags & Donations – On hold for now! 

 
Fourth Degree  
Worthy Fourth Degree Representative, please give us your report. No report. 

Insurance Agent  
Worthy Insurance Agent, please give us your report. No report. 

District Deputy  

 Worthy District Deputy, please give us your report.  

 

 Editor’s note: DD Scott Smith’s report has been moved to page 8 to preserve the formatting. 

 

10. Unfinished Business (motions carried over from previous meetings) 
 

• Motion from Peter Richards for $2,000 for the Council to donate to the Church building in Rwanda being 
spearheaded by the Exeter NH Council and tasking advantage of matching funds. The money comes from the 
General Funds, the Brother Knight Donation.  

• Motion seconded by Joe Klimaszewski 

• Motion Passed. 

 
11. New Business (new motions approved by all Trustees) 

 Worthy Financial Secretary, please present any bills not previously approved for payment. I will now entertain 
new motions. (Allow expected motions to be made, discussed, then voted upon). 

 

• Motion from Peter Richards for the council to re-imburse Peter for $30.09 for a tarp to protect the council 
Ramp stored at Andy Gagnon home. It will be paid for by the General Funds. 

• Motion seconded by Art Nigro. 

• Motion Passed. 

• Salem NH Council, Grant money  

• From meeting this past month, money is available and will be making a request to them.  

• This is led by Dan Sullivan. 

• Mike Rosa nominated and recommended Dan Sullivan for another 3-year term as the Council Financial 
Secretary - It will need Supreme approval before it is official. 

• Columbian Club: Mike Rosa term is expiring in December 2025. Mike was nominated and no others were 
nominated. The vote was tabled until the Jan 2026 Business Meeting. Columbia Club Funds: the 3 Trustees 
working on re-balancing & optimizing funds. Good returns in 2025. YTD it has a return of 14.1%. 

• Rosary Collection Charity: Need suggestions for 2026. 
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12. Good of the Order 
We will now recognize the outstanding accomplishments of our members: 

• Family of the Month Award – No award this month. 

• Knight of the Month Award – No award this month. 

• Other Awards – No additional awards this month. 

 
13. Lecturer’s Reflection (by Lecturer) 

Let us now listen to the Worthy Lecturer's Reflection.  

 

The Boy and The Farm. See page 10! 

 

14. Grand Knight’s Summary 

• Postponing the December & January Planning Meetings. 
• Need Ushers at the Saturday 4:00 PM Mass – Help for Mike Rametta. Any Associates attend that mass to help. 

It is not Organized, Mike has to ask random people to help.  
• 2026 Budgets presented by Joe Klimaszewski for the Trustees. Most of the funding comes from the Columbian 

Club Interest. It has been Tabled until the Jan 2026 Business Meeting.  
• Seminarian Gifts; looks like 4 again in 2026. 
• 2026 State Convention being held on May 1-3 in Whitefield NH. 
• St. Anne’s Church, per Art Nigro, does not pass around the collection Basket but has a spot for donations. 

Should St. Luke’s do the same? 
• Birthright Bulletin received. 
• Marlo Thomas sent in a request for a donation for the St. Jude Hospital. 
• Thank you card received from one of the Seminarians. 
• The Adorations held are poorly attended. 
• Jan 3-4, 2026, will be the Annual Coat Drive. 
• Banner (Keep Christ in Christmas) usually mounted outside of the Church has been missing. Mike Rosa to 

approach Fr. Albert to get permission to acquire and distribute: Banner, Signs for outside, Handouts, etc.  
• May initiate a “Cor” Program.  
 

15. Closing Prayer (including intentions for sick or distressed members): Prayer for Canonization of Blessed Michael 
McGivney or Litany of Blessed Michael McGivney 
 

Before proceeding to the closing prayer, let me ask: Does any brother know of a member of this council, or 
brother of the Order, or others who are sick or in distress?  

Names mentioned were: 

6 Hail Marys were said! 

These names will be added to the Prayer Requests section of the uKnight.org website. 
Worthy Chaplain, please lead us in the Prayer for Canonization of Blessed Michael McGivney (or Litany of 
Blessed Michael McGivney) as we pray for the distressed and close this meeting. 

16. Adjournment  

I declare this meeting adjourned! 8:13 PM 

Claire Olverson—report on health status supplied 

by Peter Richards 

Rudy Ferrandi 

Jean Tamarro Cathy Ann Evers 

Judy Anderson  
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 District Deputy Report – December 2025  

NH State Council – District 11  

 

Worthy Brothers, Greetings from Supreme Knight Patrick E. Kelly & State Deputy Mark Messier.  

 

 State Council News  

REQUIRED Form Submissions & Safe Environment Training:  

**GKs are already aware of this, but I need to emphasize how vitally important it is to submit the 
required forms to Supreme, PSD Ed McCann, and myself on time. **  

Ed McCann has sent out a spread sheet identifying what he’s missing from our District. You may have 
already sent these but for some reason State does not have the appropriate copy for their records. 
Please forward what you are missing ASAP.  
 

Safe Environment Training and why it is so crucially important:  

Our State Advocate also sent out an email detailing WHY these forms are so important, and why it is 
CRUCIAL to have the proper people certified through the Safe Environment program! I have passed 
these emails to the District GKs.  
 

Annual Right to Life March in Concord, January 10, 2026  

GKs should have received the same email I did on this one. For any Brother seeking further info, here is 
the link to the event page on the state website.  
 

4th Degree Exemplification of Patriotism - Saturday, January 24th, 2026 in Concord  

District Master Jay Morris has announced that this Fraternal Year's mid-winter Exemplification of 
Patriotism will be held at Christ the King Parish in Concord on Saturday January 24. More details to 
follow. Please complete Form 4’s!  
 

Report on the Recruiting Training Event  

The State Membership Team Recruiting Training event, was excellent! We had three of the five 
Councils in our District represented: Plaistow, Exeter, and Hampton. This new program looks great and 
more effective than any of the recruiting pitches and programs presented in the past. Regional Growth 
Director (RGD) Ray Sands presented, and he is willing to meet with our District via video call to give a 
crash course version of that presentation. I’m waiting to hear back from Ray regarding his availability. 
Once I know what dates he’s free, I’ll get that to you and we can figure out when everyone is available 
for that meeting.  

https://nhknight.org/index.php/component/content/article/announcement-of-our-annual-nh-right-to-life-rally-march-in-concord?catid=9&Itemid=234
https://nhknight.org/index.php/component/content/article/announcement-of-our-annual-nh-right-to-life-rally-march-in-concord?catid=9&Itemid=234
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 Reminder: The “Proposers Report” All District 11 Councils should have received this form from me 
(and possibly State) by now. When you have a degree, fill this out and send it to me. I will send a 
monthly report to Ken Tarara. If you’ve held a degree recently but have not sent your Proposers 
Report to me, please do so ASAP and promptly after each exemplification.  

RSVP Program Gift Cards for Seminarians are due to me by December 10th!  

I need to turn them in at our DD Meeting on December 13th. The only set I’ve received so far is from 
Hampton.  
 

District 11 News  

Exeter Council: The Rwanda Church Building Project is a GO! We are requesting that councils 
consider making a contribution to this project. Exeter has at least two significant "Matching Grant" 
donors:  

• The 1st is a 100% match, up to $10,000, it is currently active and expires on December 20th.  

• The 2nd is a 100% match, up to $5,000 starts on December 21st and expires on January 20th.  

Exeter is obviously looking to take advantage of these matching funds to the full! Any contribution your 
council makes by these deadlines could be matched 100%! With $15,000 of matching funds available, 
if we can get a total of $15,000 in donations, the match will double that sum to $30,000, and we’ll be 1/3 
of the way to the $90,000 goal. Please consider a contribution from your Council, large or small, to 
help us get there! We have already sent the first $4,000 to Rwanda!  

Epping Continued:  

Epping is also looking for a replacement for their aging (to say the least) 20’ trailer which they’ve 
used as a “food truck” selling burgers, dogs, and steak subs at the Raymond Town Fair for years. This is 
one of their biggest fund raisers. The current trailer has given it’s all and it’s time for an upgrade. If 
anyone knows or hears of an available trailer which might be available as a donation or at a reasonable 
cost, please contact GK Paul Mertzic: pmertzic@yahoo.com  
 

I’m looking for a District Warden, if anyone is interested, please contact me!  

In closing, I would like to wish all Brothers & your families a blessed, safe, and joyful Christmas 
Season!  

Vivat Jesus!  

- Scott  
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Lecturer’s Report 
by Tom Cronin 

 

 

 

The Boy and The Farm 
 
As a child, Jack’s father was a horse trainer who frequently had to move from ranch to ranch training horses. 
Because of this, the boy‘s school career was constantly interrupted. 
 
During his senior year, a teacher asked the class to 
write about what they wanted to be when they grew 
up. Without hesitating, Jack wrote a paper about his 
goal to own a horse ranch. Jack was very meticulous 
and detailed in his writing and even included drawings 
of buildings, stables, and a detailed house plan. 
 
Two days later his teacher returned his paper with an 
“F” written on the top page. 
 
Jack asked his teacher why he received an F, to which 
the teacher responded: “This is an unrealistic dream 
for a boy like you.  You have no money, no resources, 
and you come from a traveling family. There is no 
chance you will reach this unrealistic goal.” 
 
The teacher then offered Jack a chance to rewrite the paper with a more realistic attitude. 
 
After several days, Jack brought the paper back to his teacher without any changes to it. He said, “Keep the F 
and I will keep my dream.” 
 
Today Jack owns a 200-acre horse ranch and a 4,000-square-foot house, where he proudly displays his framed 
school paper, prominently hung over the fireplace. 
 
The Moral 
 
No one can tell you that your dreams are unrealistic. You have to follow your heart, despite what other people 
may think of your goals. Never give up, move forward with persistence, and don’t let anyone take your dreams 
away. 
 
 
Vivat Jesus 
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2026 Proposed Budgets 

 

The following fixed expense and charity budgets were presented by the Trustees at the December business 

meeting. A vote will be taken on whether to accept them at the next business meeting on January 5. If you 

have any questions about these budgets, please contact GK Mike Rosa or one of the Trustees. 



St. Jude Council 6617 

PO Box 589 

Plaistow, NH 03865 

Check us out online for more photos, information, and past newsletters!   

www.kofc6617.org 

Prayer for the Canonization of Father Michael J. McGivney 

God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you 

called your priest, Father Michael J. McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life 

and to lead the young to the generous service of their neighbor. Through the example 

of his life and virtue may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling his 

commandment of charity and building up his Body which is the Church. Let the 

inspiration  of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love so that we 

may continue his work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that 

you glorify your venerable servant Father Michael J. McGivney on earth according to 

the design of your holy will. Through his intercession, grant the favor I now present.  

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


