Words from the

Grand Knight

— Roger Davis —
Greetings Brother Knights,

Fall is in the air! October 16th SK Steve Watson and | went to the
district meeting in Lebanon, In. This is where second-degree
meetings used to be held. One of the requirements for the second-
degree meeting is to have a portrait of George Washington at the
meeting. The portrait belonged to Council 656. The late SK Greg
Clark wanted to make sure that the portrait would be returned to
the Council 656. After this meeting | am proud to say that Greg's
wish has been fulfilled as the portrait has been returned!

| am disappointed in our turn out for the Oktoberfest party. Jay
Fox and the Jammin' German Band put on a great show and even
had polka dancers! | don't know where else in Kokomo that you
could get a beer, food and live entertainment for $20. November
2nd our Council will host a state meeting at 9.00 a.m. This should
be a very informative meeting, and | encourage all Knights who can
make it to attend.

Our next big event will be the Spaghetti/Wine Tasting dinner No-
vember 16th. This event is already sold out! Great job Knights!
There are a few open dates at the club in December if you're look-
ing to host a Christmas party, a family gathering, a group from work,
or just a bunch of friends, the council is a great place to host your
holiday get togethers. Contact SK Francis Call for more information.

Our next council meeting is November4th, we have just three
more wish lists from the kids at Gibault. We need three Knights to
step up and help out. We'll be taking the gifts to Gibault the second
week of December so please drop the gifts off by the December 2nd
meeting. You don't need to purchase everything on the list just one
or two items will make a child very happy. Congratulations to SK
Steve Watson who will be our new Gibault representative. A special
thanks to SK Bud Cook for a great job who held this position for
many years. Also, after this meeting we will need help stuffing enve-
lopes for the annual Tom & Jerry Party that will be held Tuesday
December 24th from 1.00- 5.00 p.m. (see continued)

Make us always aware that
as your Knights, we are con-
stantly observed, our faith
judged, and our Order ap-
preciated. Accept, O Mary,
this renewed pledge of feal-
ty and devotion, of Thy
Servants, the Knights of
Columbus.

November 2024

Words from the

Faithful Navigator
— Philip Kline—
Sir knights,

November is upon us and Thanksgiving is right around the corner.
I'm happy to report that our new papal flag has been put up thanks
to Sir Knight Francis Call. | have no new news on our third and fourth
degree memorials by our flag pole. Please don't forget our annual
fourth degree Christmas party on December 18th 5pm is cocktails
and 6pm is dinner. Our Christmas party is open to any and all third
degree members who would like to come. The rosary's Grand
Knight/ Faithful purser Roger Davis had have all been given away
now. Have a safe and Happy Thanksgiving Sir Knights & God bless

(continued) | would like to wish everyone a blessed and happy Thanks-
giving Day. We should start our Thanksgiving Day with the public
acknowledgement and celebration of divine goodness by attending
Mass.

Vivat Jesus!

For anyone who has lost a child

We pray that all parents who
mourn the loss of a son or
daughter find support in their
community and receive peace ———
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and consolation from the Holy " \
Spirit.
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Meetings
COUNCIL:

Monday, Nov. 4 —7:00 pm

Monday, Nov. 18 — 7:00 pm

Everyone is

FOURTH DEGREE: -
welcome to join

Wed., Nov 20 —7:00 pm us as we pray

COLUMBIAN CLUB: the Rosary at

6:30 prior to

Monday, Nov. 25 — 7:00 pm each council

meeting.
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Thanksgiving

The national holiday (USA) of Thanksgiving also falls on the last Thursday of Novem-
ber. There is a special liturgy which may be used on this day.

The tradition of eating goose as part of the Martin's Day celebration was kept in
Holland even after the Reformation. It was there that the Pilgrims who sailed to the
New World in 1620 became familiar with this ancient harvest festival. When, after
one year in America, they decided to celebrate a three days' thanksgiving in the
autumn of 1621, they went in search of geese for their feast. We know that they

also had deer (a present from the Indians), lobsters, oysters, and fish. But Edward
Winslow, in his account of the feast, only mentions that "Governor Bradford sent
four men on fowling that so we might after a more special manner rejoice together, after we had gathered the fruit of
our labours." They actually did find some wild geese, and a number of wild turkeys and ducks as well.

The Pilgrim Fathers, therefore, in serving wild turkeys with the geese, inaugurated one of the most cherished Ameri-
can traditions: the turkey dinner on Thanksgiving Day. They also drank, according to the ancient European tradition,
the first wine of their wild-grape harvest. Pumpkin pie and cranberries were not part of the first Thanksgiving dinner
in America, but were introduced many years afterward.

The second Thanksgiving Day in the New World was held by the Pilgrims two years later, on July 30, 1623. It was for-
mally proclaimed by the governor as a day of prayer to thank God for their deliverance from drought and starvation,
and for the safe arrival from Holland of the ship Anne.

In 1665 Connecticut proclaimed a solemn day of thanksgiving to be kept annually on the last Wednesday in October.
Other New England colonies held occasional and local Thanksgivings at various times. In 1789 the federal Congress
authorized and requested President George Washington to proclaim a day of thanksgiving for the whole nation.
Washington did this in a message setting aside November 26, 1789 as National Thanksgiving Day.

After 1789 the celebration reverted to local and regional observance for almost a hundred years. There grew, howev-
er, a strong desire among the majority of the people for a national Thanksgiving Day that would unite all Americans in
a festival of gratitude and public acknowledgment for all the blessings God had conferred upon the nation. It was not
until October 3, 1863, that this was accomplished, when President Abraham Lincoln issued, in the midst of the Civil
War, a Thanksgiving Proclamation. In it the last Thursday of November was set apart for that purpose and made a na-
tional holiday.

Since then, every president has followed Lincoln's example, and annually proclaims as a "Day of Thanksgiving" the
fourth Thursday in November. Only President Franklin D. Roosevelt changed the date, in 1939, from the fourth to the
third Thursday of November (to extend the time of Christmas sales). This caused so much consternation and protest
thatin 1941 the traditional date was restored."

Exerpted from the Handbook of Christian Feasts and Customs, Francis X. Weiser
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