Knights of Columbus, Council #656

Words from the

Grand Knight

— Roger Davis —

Greetings Brother Knights,

May is upon us, and | hope that spring has arrived with it.
For centuries, the Catholic Church has set aside the entire
month of May to honor Mary, Mother of God. Not just a
day in May, but the entire month. In medieval times, simi-
lar customs abounded, all centering around the practice of
expelling winter, as May 1st was considered the start of
new growth.

Due to a family emergency, | was unable to attend the
Brisket and Bourbon tasting April 27th. | have heard that it
was a very successful event. | would like to personally
thank Sir Knight Ron Hillman who chaired the event and all
the Knights who volunteered to help out. Without your
support the event would not be possible. Thank you to our
musical guest "Higher Ground" for the great entertain-
ment. All of your hard work (kitchen, set up, and clean up)
made it possible for Council 656 to donate to the Ascen-
sion St. Vincent Kokomo Cancer Center.

Also, on May 17-19 Sir Knight Steve Martelli, Sir Knight
Roger Poison, and | are attending the Knights of Columbus
State Convention. | believe that our Council 656 will be well
represented. | will give a report in the June newsletter.

Finally, the month of May brings us Mother's Day and
Memorial Day. May 30th also brings St. Joan of Arc's feast
day. We are familiar with her story, but did you know as
part of her trial she was charged with cross-dressing for
wearing men's clothes (pants) instead of a dress while in
prison or encamped on the battlefield! Why did she wear
men's clothing? As protection against rape. A dress offered
no protection.

As always, may all your endeavors be blessed.

Vivat Jesus!

Make us always aware that
as your Knights, we are con-
stantly observed, our faith
judged, and our Order ap-
preciated. Accept, O Mary,
this renewed pledge of feal-
ty and devotion, of Thy
Servants, the Knights of
Columbus.

May 2024

Words from the

Faithful Navigator

— Steve Watson—

Hello Sir Knights and family. | hope you are doing well.
The fourth degree is proud announce that we have two
new members to our degree, with the exemplification
taking place on April 20™. Please welcome Sir Knight Max
Clark and Sir Knight Norm Schmitt. Pete Schmitt and | had
the pleasure of attending the exemplification and we had
a great time. | came away with a great sense a hope for
the future of 4th degree, considering we could attend in
our tuxedo and social baldric, blending the new with old
degree. This will to continue with future exemplifications.
| would like to apologize to the 3rd degree members who
showed interest, but because of the short time turn
around to get applications in were unable to attend at
this time. We will be actively watching for more
exemplifications in our area. May god bless you and your
family.

For the formation of religious and
seminarians-

We pray that religious women and
men, and seminarians, grow in their
own vocations through their human,
pastoral, spiritual and community
formation, leading them to be credi-
ble witnesses to the Gospel.
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Meetings
COUNCIL:

Monday, May 6 —7:00 pm

Monday, May 20— 7:00 pm

Everyone is

FOURTH DEGREE: welcome to

Wed., May 15 — 7:00 pm join us as we

pray the Rosary

COLUMBIAN CLUB: at 6:30 prior to
Monday, May 22— 7:00 pm each council
meeting.

Knights of Columbus
P.O. Box 2029
Kokomo, IN 46904

(765) 450-8906

Council #656




It’s here.

May, the month in which the earth springs into bloom (at least in the Northern Hemisphere) and we
start thinking about planting gardens, family picnics and making vacation plans.

It’s also the Month of Mary. Why is May Mary’s month? Here’s a brief explanation.

For centuries, the Catholic Church has set aside the entire month of Mary to honor Mary, Mother of
God. Not just a day in May, mind you, but the entire month.

The custom spans both centuries and cultures, with roots going back as far as the Ancient Greeks. In
early Greece, May was dedicated to Artemis, the goddess of fecundity.

In Ancient Rome, May was dedicated to Flora, the goddess of blooms, or blossoms. They celebrat-

ed ludi florals, or floral games, at the end of April and asked the intercession of Flora for all that
blooms.

In medieval times, similar customs abounded, all centering around the practice of expelling winter, as
May 1 was considered the start of new growth.

During this period, the tradition of Tricesimum, or “Thirty-Day Devotion to Mary,” came into being. Al-
so called, “Lady Month,” the event was held from August 15-September 14 and is still observed in
some areas.

The idea of a month dedicated specifically to Mary can be traced back to baroque times. Although it
wasn’t always held during May, Mary Month included thirty daily spiritual exercises honoring Mary. If
you haven’t already, | encourage you to erect a prayer corner in your home. No matter how fancy or
simple it is. The main point is that it’s a place designated for God, and more specifically, for spending
time with him. Just as you need proper atmosphere to sleep, you also need proper atmosphere to
pray. Then, crown Mary. You can give her an actual or spiritual crown and you can make it a subtle ges-
ture or ornate ceremony of your own device. The meaning is far more important than the action. You
can do it in the beginning, at the end of May or anywhere in between.

Just do it. Why? Not because it’s a long-standing tradition in the Church, although it is. Not because
there are any special graces connected to it, although there is.

No, do it because Mary is Mother — your mother, my mother, everyone’s mother —and because she
cares for all of us day-in-and-day-out without fail, interceding for us in even the tiniest matters.

For that, she deserves an entire month in her honor.

What To Reflect on In May For Knights
1. What images of Mary speak to you most? It could be a statue, painting,
icon, or other Marian representation.
2. Have you ever struggled with or neglected your relationship with Mary?
3. How do we defend the Marian Dogmas of our faith, such as the Immacu-
late Conception, Perpetual Virginity, Mother of God, or Assumption?
4. What virtue of Mary do you aspire to imitate most in your life dedicated
to Christ?

5. When did you last speak with another about your love of Mary?

6. How do mothers in your life, both physical and spiritual, remind you of
Mary?




