Knights of Columbus, Council #656

Grand Knight

— Joe Anderson—

Brother Knights, the month of May is the "month which
the piety of the faithful has especially dedicated to Our
Blessed Lady," and it is the occasion for a "moving tribute
of faith and love which Catholics in every part of the world
pray to the Queen of Heaven. During this month Chris-
tians, both in church and in the privacy of the home, offer
up to Mary from their hearts an especially fervent and
loving homage of prayer and veneration. In this month,
too, the benefits of God's mercy come down to us from
her throne in greater abundance" (Paul VI: Encyclical on
the Month of May, no. 1). | ask that you please take time
to prayerfully discern your role with Hail Holy Queen
Council #656. Our yearly elections are just around the cor-
ner. The slate of officers is posted and we look forward to
the next great group to lead Hail Holy Queen Council #656
for the next fraternal year and beyond. | would also like to
thank the many patrons of our Brisket and Bourbon
Tasting. Without your support the event would not be
possible. Please accept a hardy thank you from me and
our council to everyone who worked behind the scenes, in
the kitchen, set up, and clean up for the event. A special
thank you to Francis Call, Mitch McElrath, and event chair-
man Ron Hillman. Thank you to our musical guest “Higher
Ground” for entertaining the masses. Through everyone's
effort we are able to donate to the Ascension St. Vincent
Kokomo Cancer Center.

Vivat Jesus!

Meetings

COUNCIL:

Monday May 1 — 7:00 pm
Monday, May 15 — 7:00 pm
FOURTH DEGREE:
Wed. May 17 — 7:00 pm
COLUMBIAN CLUB:
Monday May 22 — 7:00 pm

Everyone is

welcome to
join us as we
pray the Rosary
at 6:30 prior to
each council
meeting.

May 2023

In our observance of the Marian
month we should take into account
the season of the Liturgical Year
which largely corresponds with the
fifty days of Easter. Our pious exer-
cises could emphasize Our Lady's
participation in the Paschal mystery
and in Pentecost with which the
Church begins. The pious exercises connected with the
month of May can easily highlight the earthly role played by
the glorified Queen of Heaven, here and now, in the cele-
bration of the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and
Holy Eucharist.

The following practices which are recommended by the
Magisterium are offered as suggestions for honoring Our

Lady during Her month. Continued on page 2.

The Pope’s Monthly Prayer Intentions
For Church Movements and Groups
Let us pray that ecclesial movements and groups may
daily rediscover their evangelizing mission, placing
their own charisms at the service of the world’s
needs.

- Hail, holy Mother, thou who didst
bring forth the King who rules
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http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/paul_vi/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-vi_enc_29041965_mense-maio_en.html

Mary and Our Spiritual Life

The Regina Coeli

The ecclesial community addresses this antiphon to Mary for the Resurrection of her Son. It adverts to, and depends on,
the invitation to joy addressed by Gabriel to the Lord's humble servant who was called to become the Mother of the sav-
ing Messiah.

The Rosary

Also called the Psalter of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Rosary is one of the most excellent prayers to the Mother of God.
Thus, "the Roman Pontiffs have repeatedly exhorted the faithful to the frequent recitation of this biblically inspired prayer
which is centered on contemplation of the salvific events of Christ's life, and their close association with the Virgin Moth-
er."

Litanies of the Blessed Virgin Mary

These consist of a long series of invocations to Our Lady, which follow in a uniform rhythm, thereby creating a stream of
prayer characterized by insistent praise and supplication.

Consecration and Entrustment to Mary

The Roman Pontiffs have frequently expressed appreciation for the pious practice of "consecration to the Blessed Virgin
Mary" and the formulas publicly used by them are well known.

Louis Grignon de Montfort is one of the great masters of the spirituality underlying the act of "consecration to Mary". He
"proposed to the faithful consecration to Jesus through Mary, as an effective way of living out their baptismal commit-
ment."

The Brown Scapular and other Scapulars

The scapular is an external sign of the filial relationship established between the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother and Queen
of Mount Carmel, and the faithful who entrust themselves totally to her protection, who have recourse to her maternal
intercession, who are mindful of the primacy of the spiritual life and the need for prayer.

Medals

These are witnesses of faith and a sign of veneration of the Holy Mother of God, as well as of trust in her maternal protec-
tion.

The Church blesses such objects of Marian devotion in the belief that "they help to remind the faithful of the love of God,
and to increase trust in the Blessed Virgin Mary."

The "Akathistos" Hymn

In the Byzantine tradition, one of the oldest and most revered expressions of Marian devotion is the hymn of the
"Akathistos" — meaning the hymn sung while standing. It is a literary and theological masterpiece, encapsulating in the
form of a prayer, the universally held Marian belief of the primitive Church.

Excepted from the Directory on Popular Piety and the Liturgy

Keep up to date with everything happening at Council #656.

We can be found on Face Book at Knights of Columbus -Kokomo and also at uknight.org, our interactive web page. Just type in 656 in the
council number search box .

For information at the state level use indianakofc.org

If you're interested in more information at the national level find us at kofc.org *UKE
% SHARE




