Words from the
|

Grand Knight

— Steve Martelli —

Welcome to March everyone!

The annual Bill Riebe Chili Cook-Off was held on Friday, Feb-
ruary 13. We had a number of excellent entries, and we are
pleased to announce that Tom Kelly was declared the win-
ner after more than 10 years of competing in the event.
Many thanks to Sir Knight Bob Carrico for chairing the cook-
off, and thank you to all the Knights who volunteered their
time to make the event a success. All proceeds raised will
support our local seminarians.

With Lent having started on Wednesday, February 18,
please keep the following dates in mind:

- March 13: St. Patrick’s Fish Fry (We will be frying the fish)
- March 20 at 5 PM: Our Council’s Fish Fry

- March 17: St. Patrick’s Day Celebration at our facility, fea-
turing Sir Ron Hillman’s Irish cuisine.

Please consider volunteering for one or both of the fish fry
events. Sign-up sheets are currently available at the club-
house. We also hope to see you on St. Patrick’s Day—don't
forget to wear your green!

That's it for now.

Vivat Jesus

March events:

17- St. Patrick Feast
Day Party
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all GUESTS of members sign in upon entry at the

20-Annual Lenten Fish
Fry

21-Private Rental
Event

Please be sure that

guest book pedestal by front door to facilitae compli-
ance with the state excise.

March 2026

Make us always aware
that as your Knights, we
are constantly observed,
our faith judged, and our
Order appreciat-

ed. Accept, O Mary, this
renewed pledge of fealty
and devotion, of Thy
Servants, the Knights of

Columbus.

-i.'v | Each year, the Holy Father asks for our
prayers for a specific intention each
month. You are invited to answer the
Holy Father's request and to join with
many people worldwide in praying for

this intention each month

For disarmament and peace

Let us pray that nations move toward effective dis-
armament, particularly nuclear disarmament, and that
world leaders choose the path of dialogue and diplo-
macy instead of violence.

Meetings
COUNCIL:

Monday March 2 —7:00 pm

Monday March 16— 7:00 pm

Everyone is

FOURTH DEGREE:
welcome to

Wed. March 18 —7:00 pm join us as we

COLUMBIAN CLUB: pray the Rosary

at 6:30 prior to

Monday March 23 —7pm each council

meeting.
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The True Spirit of St. Patrick

Few annual events are more universally anticipated and celebrated than St. Patrick’s Day. It seems that no place or people on

earth are immune from the activities, the frivolities, the food and drink that take place every March 17. The day is so highly re-
garded that during the season of Lent, if St. Patrick’s Day falls on a Friday (which happens about every six years) Catholic bishops
in many dioceses lift the law mandating abstinence from meat on that day. Catholics who accept the dispensation are asked to
perform some other penitential practice or, in some locales, abstain from meat on another day near that Friday.

Surprisingly, given the popularity and influence of the day, many revelers know little about St. Patrick the man. They might be
surprised to learn that he never drank green beer (not even a Guinness), never ate corned beef and cabbage, never drove snakes
out of Ireland and had no leprechaun friends. The majority of St. Patrick’s Day customs, myths and fables have been perpetuated
and instituted over a period of 16 centuries. Stripping away the widespread secular activities, we discover a holy person — a
saint — who spent more than 30 years successfully proclaiming the Gospel message, the gift of faith to the people of Ireland.
Prayerfully recalling and recognizing his life as God’s chosen missionary is how to uncover the true spirit of St. Patrick.

Historians estimate that during Patrick’s mission, thousands of people were baptized, some 300 bishops ordained and hundreds
of churches erected throughout Ireland. Because of his zeal, passion for Christ and commitment to his missionary calling, an en-
tire nation became Christian.

According to the 1905 biography on St. Patrick by John B. Bury, “He organized the Christianity that already existed; he converted
kingdoms which were still pagan, especially in the West; and he brought Ireland into connexon with the Church of the Empire,
and made it formally part of the universal Christendom.”

Patrick died in 461 and was made a “local” saint in the seventh century. At that time there was no Church institutionalized can-
onization process, and people were called saints in local communities or states based on popular acclaim. Certainly Patrick was
deserving of sainthood, and in the 17th century his national feast day was added to the annual Catholic liturgical calendar. Be-
sides Ireland, St. Patrick is the patron saint of Nigeria and of many dioceses and churches around the world.



