Knights of Columbus, Council #656

Words from the

Grand Knight

— Roger Davis —

Greetings Brother Knights,

The annual Bill Riebe Memorial Chili Cook-off was held on
February 28th. There were approximately twelve entries. It was
a very hard decision for our three judges, but in the end, con-
gratulations go to the winner Peggy Riebe who also does the
house chili. Special thanks go to all Brother Knights who helped
with the success of this event. Also, thanks to everyone who
shared their culinary skills and entered their chili in the compe-
tition. All proceeds are going to support our local Seminarians
as they continue their studies.

The Lenten season will be in full swing March 5th, and | want-
ed you to mark your calendars for the council's annual fish fry
March 28th starting at 5 p.m. Sir Knight Pete Schmitt always
put on a great event, as he has the best secret recipe! Please
let us know if you are available to volunteer for this event to
make it as successful as it has been in the past. Also, Knights
are needed April 11th to help fry fish at St. Patrick's. A signup
sheet will be at the clubhouse soon.

The next event coming up is the St. Patrick's Day Party on
March 17th. We will be serving Reuban sandwiches and Tator
tots prepared by Sir Knight Ron Hillman. Hopefully you can stop
by for a good meal and a good time! We would love to see you
and your family wearing your green. Because St. Patrick day
falls on the third Monday when we would normally have our
meeting, the meeting has been moved to Wednesday March
19th with Rosary starting at 6 o'clock. The reason for the early
start is because there will be a fourth-degree meeting follow-
ing the third-degree meeting.

Vivat Jesus!
Make us always aware that
as your Knights, we are con-
stantly observed, our faith
judged, and our Order appre-
ciated. Accept, O Mary, this
renewed pledge of fealty
and devotion, of Thy Serv-
ants, the Knights of Colum-
bus.

March 2025

Words from the

Faithful Navigator

— Philip Kline—

Sir Knights-

What a busy month this March is. We only have five chalices
left in our chalice fund and once they are gone there gone.
Then instead of a chalice a fallen Sir Knights family will receive
a memorial brick to be etched and put out on the patio. Any Sir
knight that wants to purchase a memorial brick for either
himself or someone can do so. This month we have our 3rd
degree fish fry on the 28th, A fish fry at St. Pat's. The 4™ degree
exemplification that is on the 22nd of this month in Indy. The
money is due in by the seventh of this month. The Chill cook off
was a great time and congrats to the first and second place
winners of this year's cook off. We even had Father Peter in
attendance. Thank you to the chairmen of this year's chill cook
off for doing such a great job. And thank you to all who
participated in the this year’s event. God bless everyone.

For families in crisis

Let us pray that broken
families might discover the
cure for their wounds
through forgiveness, redis-
covering each other's gifts,
even in their differences.
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Meetings
COUNCIL:

Monday, March 3 —7:00 pm

Wed., March. 19 — 6:30 pm

Everyone is

FOURTH DEGREE:
welcome to

Wed. March 19 —7:00 pm join us as we

COLUMBIAN CLUB: pray the Rosary

at 6:30 prior to

Monday, March 24—7:00pm each council

meeting.
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La fhéile Padraig sona dhuit!

On March 17, Catholics celebrate St. Patrick, the fifth century bishop and patron of Ireland, whose life of holiness set the exam-
ple for many of the Church's future saints.

St. Patrick is said to have been born around 389 AD in Britain. Captured by Irish raiders when he was about 16, St. Patrick was
taken as a slave to Ireland where he lived for six years as a shepherd before escaping and returning to his home.

At home, he studied the Christian faith at monastic settlements in Italy and in what is now modern-day France. He was ordained
a deacon by the Bishop of Auxerre, France around the year 418 AD and ordained a bishop in 432 AD.

It was around this time when that he was assigned to minister to the small, Christian communities in Ireland who lacked a cen-
tral authority and were isolated from one another.

When St. Patrick returned to Ireland, he was able to use his knowledge of Irish culture that he gained during his years of captiv-
ity. Using the traditions and symbols of the Celtic people, he explained Christianity in a way that made sense to the Irish and was
thus very successful in converting the natives.

The shamrock, which St. Patrick used to explain the Holy Trinity, is a symbol that has become synonymous with Irish Catholic
culture.

Although St. Patrick's Day is widely known and celebrated every March the world over, various folklore and legend that surround
the saint can make it difficult to determine fact from fiction.

Legends falsely site him as the man who drove away snakes during his ministry despite the climate and location of Ireland, which
have never allowed snakes to inhabit the area.

St. Patrick is most revered not for what he drove away from Ireland, but flor what he brought, and the foundation he built for
the generations of Christians who followed him.

Although not the first missionary to the country, he is widely regarded as the most successful. The life of sacrifice, prayer and
fasting has laid the foundation for the many saints that the small island was home to following his missionary work.

To this day, he continues to be revered as one of the most beloved Saints of Ireland.

In March of 2011, the Irish bishops' conference marked their patron's feast by remembering him as “pioneer in an inhospitable

climate.”

As the Church in Ireland faces her own
recent difficulties following clerical sex
abuse scandals, comfort can be found
the plight of St. Patrick, the bishops
said.

They quoted The Confession of St. Pat-
rick, which reads: “May it never befall
me to be separated by my God from his
people whom he has won in this most
remote land. | pray God that he gives
me perseverance, and that he will
deign that | should be a faithful witness
for his sake right up to the time of my
passing.”

The expression means “Happy St. Pat-
rick's Day to you!” and is pronounced:
“Law leh Paw-drig suna ghit.”



