
Words from the 

Grand Knight 

— Francis Call— 

July 2026 Knights of Columbus, Council #656 

  

Meetings 

COUNCIL: 

Monday July 6—7:00 pm 

Monday July 20— 7:00 pm 

FOURTH DEGREE: 

Wed. July 15 —7:00 pm 

COLUMBIAN CLUB: 

Monday July 27  —7:00 pm 

 

Everyone is 

welcome to 

join us as we 

pray the Rosary 

at 6:30 prior to 

each council 

meeting.  

First, I would like to thank all our previous officers for their 

commitment of their time, 

talent, and service to our council. Thank you all for a job well 

done. Second, I would 

like to welcome our new officers to our council. We have a 

“great” example to follow in 

our task of leading our council. 

It is the 250th birthday of our country and I hope this is a hap-

py and peaceful year for all 

of America. Happy Birthday USA. 

I want to invite everyone to attend our rosary and meetings 

that are held on the 3 rd 

Monday of the month. Rosary begins at 6:30PM with council 

meetings beginning at 

7:00PM. Please come with any questions or share your 

thoughts and ideas. 

Have a great 4th of July 

  

4th degree Assembly 1568 

Happy Birthday USA 250 Years. It is a great time to be alive. 

Our 4th Degree is the Patriotic Degree. We do the wreaths 

across America and support the Tunnel of Towers. 

The Color Guard is up and running. There are still funds availa-

ble for the purchase of 

new Regalia for our 4th Degree members. Please take ad-

vantage of this great 

opportunity. 

Elections will be at our 22 July 2026 meeting, please signup to 

serve our assembly. 

Have a great 4 th of July 

 

Faithful Navigator 

FB Call 

Make us always aware that 

as your Knights, we are con-

stantly observed, our faith 

judged, and our Order ap-

preciated. Accept, O Mary, 

this renewed pledge of 

fealty and devotion, of Thy 

Servants, the Knights of 

Columbus.  

For respect for human life 

Let us pray for the respect and protection of human life in 

all its stages, recognizing it as a gift from God. 

 The Pope's Monthly Intentions 

 

Parting words from PGK Steve Martelli- 

 Welcome to summer brother Knights. 

     On the 1st of June we had our council elections for 2026-

2027. I would like to congratulate Sir Knight Francis Call for 

being elected to the position of Grand Knight for next year. I 

also congratulate all of those who were elected to their vari-

ous positions.  I'm sure we all appreciate everyone who ran 

for office. The 10th annual Men In Black softball game, featur-

ing our priests and deacons against the seminarians  will be 

Friday July 31.  The game will be played at Kokomo Municipal 

Stadium at 7 PM.  Gates open at 6:PM. 

 As I end my term as your Grand Knight, I want to thank all of 

the Knights who helped me out so much during my term. I'm 

certain that the council will be in good hands moving forward. 



 

Month of the Precious Blood 

The month of July is dedicated to the Precious Blood. The feast of the Precious Blood of our Lord was instituted in 1849 by 
Pius IX, but the devotion is as old as Christianity. The early Fathers say that the Church was born from the pierced side of 
Christ, and that the sacraments were brought forth through His Blood. 

"The Precious Blood which we worship is the Blood which the Savior shed for us on Calvary and reassumed at His glorious 

Resurrection; it is the Blood which courses through the veins of His risen, glorified, living body at the right hand of God the 

Father in heaven; it is the Blood made present on our altars by the words of Consecration; it is the Blood which merited 

sanctifying grace for us and through it washes and beautifies our soul and inaugurates the beginning of eternal life in it."  

The Old Testament  

Cain and Abel are making an offering. Abel's sacrifice is pleasing to God, Cain's is not. This gives rise to the sin of hatred, and 

fratricide is its resolution. The thirsting earth soaks up Abel's blood as it shouts to heaven for vengeance. This shouting pre-

figured the scene on Calvary, where Christ's Blood cried to heaven for the redemption of mankind. 

Millenia pass, and now we see Israel oppressed by Egypt. God commands the people to kill a lamb and to sprinkle the door-

posts with its blood; houses thus besprinkled are spared by the messenger of death. But where the doors are not reddened 

with the blood of the lamb, all male firstborn from king to slave die. This blood on the doorposts was a type of the Blood of 

Christ. Can the blood of a lamb save a man? No, but as a figure of the Redeemer's Blood it certainly does. For when the De-

stroyer sees the thresholds of a human heart marked with Christ's sacred Blood, he must pass by. And another soul is saved. 

In a vision the prophet Isaias saw a man treading out grapes (in the Orient, trampling upon grapes in the wine-press was the 

usual means of extracting the juice). The prophet asked the man: "Why are your garments so red? "The wine-press I have 

trodden alone," he answers, "because from the nations there is no one with me." The trodder of the wine-press is Christ, 

His garments crimsoned by the Blood of redemption. 

Excerpted from The Church's Year of Grace , Pius Parsch 

The New Testament  

The Church reminds us of the first drops of blood that flowed for our redemption on the day when Jesus was circumcised. 

It is night on Mount Olivet, and the moon is shining. We see the holy face crimsoned with blood during the agony in the 

garden. 

Unhappy, despairing Judas casts the blood-money down in the temple. "I have betrayed innocent blood!" 

In the scourging chamber we see the Lord in deepest humiliation; under raw strokes the divine Blood spurts out over the 

floor. Christ is led before Pilate. Pilate shows the blood-covered Body to the crowds: Ecce homo! We go through Jeru-

salem's streets following the bloody footsteps to Golgotha. Down the beams of the Cross blood trickles. A soldier opens 

the sacred side. Water and Blood. 

Excerpted from The Church's Year of Grace , Pius Parsch 

To understand the meaning of the Precious Blood we must get some comprehension of the gravity of sin, of the 

awfulness of offending God, because it required the Blood of the Son of God to forgive that sin.  

Lord Jesus, You became Man in order by your Passion and Death and the draining of your Blood on 

the Cross, might prove to us how much You, our God, love us. Protect us, dear Jesus, from ever run-

ning away from the sight of blood. Strengthen our weak human wills so that we will not only not 

run away from the cross, but welcome every opportunity to shed our blood in spirit in union with 

your Precious Blood, so that, dying to ourselves in time we might live with You in Eternity. Amen 


