Words from the
|

Grand Knight

— Steve Martelli —

Brother Knights,

Hope everyone is keeping cool, given the recent heat wave. |
want to take a moment to thank those involved in repairing
the roof of the shed. Good job!

On the second of June we held our council election for 2025-
2026. | would like to personally thank you all for electing me
Grand Knight for this term. Also, | want to congratulate all
those who were elected to their various positions. Looking
forward to the upcoming year being a good one.

| was recently contacted by Father Aaron requesting help in
getting the Shroud of Turin exhibit from Libertyville lllinois
(north of Chicago) to Camp Crux in Kokomo. It was a Very last-
minute issue, but Sir Knight Steve Watson stepped up and
made the trip to bring it back in time for the kids at Camp Crux
to enjoy it. Many thanks to you, Sir Steve, much appreciated.

We had a 1st, 2nd, and 3rd degree exemplification on
Wednesday June 25. Many thanks to those involved in that.

Please put on your calendars The Men in Black Softball game.
July 25 at 7pm.The game will be held at Kokomo Municipal
Stadium. It is always a great time and a wonderful way to sup-
port our priests and seminarians.

Vivat Jesue

Make us always aware that
as your Knights, we are con-
stantly observed, our faith
judged, and our Order ap-
preciated. Accept, O Mary,
this renewed pledge of fe-
alty and devotion, of Thy
Servants, the Knights of
Columbus.

July 2025

Words from the

Faithful Navigator

— Francis Call—

Greetings. | just want to start out by saying | am new to this
and ask for you patience. | feel we need to have more of a
presence in the church. Right now the only thing the
parishioners think the Knights of Columbus does is host fish
frys and seve adult beverages at the St. Joan of Arc Fun Fest
and the St. Pactick Fall Festival. We are so much more than
that and we need to show them. How do we do that? We
start with the Color Guard and regalia. We need to be more
visible in both parishes. | know we are attached to the
previously appointed regalia, but we need to bring the new
regalia into our churches. | too have shied away from the
new regalia, but | am in the process of getting it. | ask that all
4th degree members pray to come to your own position on
this. | fear if we don’t embrace the Color Guard and the
Regalia we will only be seen as fish fryers and beverage
dispensers. Please see page two for more information on
the new regalia.

For formation in discernment

Let us pray that we might again learn how to discern,
to know how to choose paths of life, and reject every-
thing that leads us away from Christ and the Gospel.

Meetings
COUNCIL:

Monday, July 7 —7:00 pm

Monday July 21 — 7:00 pm

Everyone is

FOURTH DEGREE:
welcome to

Wed. July 16 —7:00 pm join us as we

COLUMBIAN CLUB: pray the Rosary

at 6:30 prior to

Tuesday, July 28 —7:00pm each council

meeting.
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A New Uniform, The Same Mission

The Fourth-Degree regalia is worn by members who have reached the highest degree within the Knights of Columbus, signify-

ing their commitment to patriotism and active Catholic citizenship. It is worn during public appearances, such as parades, litur-
gical celebrations, and civic or patriotic ceremonies. The Fourth Degree also forms color guards, which are often the most visi-
ble representation of the Knights of Columbus at public events.

The Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus regalia has evolved over time, with the most significant changes occurring in 1900 and
1940. Initially, it featured white ties, top hats, and tails, but was later updated to include a plumed chapeau, tuxedo, cape, and
ceremonial sword. In 2017, the uniform was modernized to a blue blazer with the Fourth Degree emblem, dark gray slacks, a
blue Fourth Degree tie, and a beret, though the ceremonial sword was retained. Please visit kofcuniforms.com to get your
new regalia.

Historical Timeline:

1900:
The first Fourth Degree uniform was introduced, consisting of white ties,

top hats, and tails.

1940:
The uniform was changed to a plumed chapeau, tuxedo, cape, and ceremo-

nial sword.

2017:

The current, modernized uniform was adopted, featuring a blue blazer,
dark gray slacks, a blue Fourth Degree tie, and a beret, all with the Fourth
Degree emblem.

Key Components of the Current Uniform:

Blue Blazer: With the Fourth Degree emblem.

Dark Gray Slacks:

Blue Fourth Degree Tie:

Beret: With the Fourth-Degree emblem and a colored patch indicating rank
(e.g., blue for Supreme Master, gold for District Master).

Ceremonial Sword: Retained from the previous uniform.

Through its dedicated witness to the principle of patriotism, the

Fourth Degree has been instrumental in the Order’s fostering of

Charter members of the Massachusetts District, including Supreme Knight Edward  jyic pride and virtue, its soIidarity with service members, and
7 ’
L. Hearn (front, center), are pictured after the first-ever Fourth Degree exemplifi-

cation, in New York City on Feb. 22, 1900. (Knights of Columbus Multimedia
Archives)

its defense of religious liberty and the right to life.
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