Words from the

Grand Knight

— Roger Davis —
Greetings Brother Knights,

The Spaghetti/Wine tasting dinner on November 16th was a
great success! Thanks to SK Francis Call and all the Knights who
volunteered to make this event what it is. It sold out a month
ahead of time! As we do each year, Saturday December 14th
we'll be helping out the Salvation Army by ringing bells at their
collection site at Dixon Kroger. One hour time slots are availa-
ble, and the signup sheet is at the council. Thank you, SK Joe
Anderson, for setting this up. After our meeting December 2nd
I would like for us to decorate the council for Christmas. With
everyone's help it shouldn't take too long. If you took one of
the gift lists for a child from Gibault please have it to the coun-
cil, no later than Friday December 6th. Our new representative
for Gibault SK Steve Watson and any Knight who wishes to go
may certainly come. Right now, our plans are leaving Saint Joan
of Arc December 9th after the 8.15 a.m. Mass - this is a Holy
Day of Obligation: The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary. We had eleven Knights to fulfill wish lists for the
children and I'm certain that it will make their Christmas a lot
merrier! The Little Red Wagon, Tom & Jerry party will be on
December 24th from 1.00pm.-5.00pm. The proceeds from this
event benefits the Monastery of the Poor Clare's. Hopefully
you have received your raffle tickets in the mail. if not, they are
available at the council. The 4th degree is holding a Christmas
party December 18th. All Knights are welcome. There is a sig-
nup sheet at the council so we will know how many meals to
order. Waddell's caters this event, and the food is always excel-
lent! Lastly, I'd like to wish a Blessed and Joyous Merry Christ-
mas and Happy New Year to all the members of Council #656
and their families.

Vivat Jesus!

Make us always aware that
as your Knights, we are con-
stantly observed, our faith
judged, and our Order ap-
preciated. Accept, O Mary,
this renewed pledge of feal-
ty and devotion, of Thy
Servants, the Knights of
Columbus.

December 2024

Words from the

Faithful Navigator

— Philip Kline—

I hope everyone had an enjoyable Thanksgiving as we now look
forward to the birth of savior. As a reminder our annual fourth
degree Christmas party is on the 18th with social hour at five and
dinner at six. All are welcome third degree members and fourth
degree members of course. As of our last meeting Bill Graves
gave a report on the presentation head stones for the third and
fourth degree for in front of the flag pole. First example was a
solid granite for $5800.00 each and the second example were
granite slab's in cased in sheet metal $1000.00 x 2. Officers at last
meeting went with the second example. Bill Graves will follow up
with Caldwell Monuments. Also Bill Graves has purchased the
new fourth degree regalia for himself and will donate $5,000.00
to 1568 for anyone who wants to wear the new fourth degree
regalia and but can't afford it. Roughly coasting appx. $600.00. All
old fourth degree regalia can be donated to Ronald Brown
charity. | would like to wish everyone a blessed Christmas and a
healthy new year.

For pilgrims of hope

We pray that this Jubilee Year
strengthen our faith, helping
us to recognize the Risen Christ
in our daily lives, and that it

LS
may transform us into pilgrims
of Christian hope. »w
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History of the Dogma

Credit must be given to the Oriental Church for having been the first to institute the
feast of Mary's Conception. St. Andrew of Crete (660-740), in his canon In conceptionem
Sanctae ac Dei aviae Annae, provides us with the first historical document bearing testi-
mony to the existence of the present feast. It was only many years later that the West
accepted it, and not without strong opposition. The very first testimony to the existence
of the feast in the West is had from a celebrated marble kalendarium found in Naples da-
ting as far back as the ninth century. It is England, in fact, that first introduced this Marian
feast into the Latin liturgy.

In a precious document, Leofric's kalendarium (eleventh century), in which is found the
present feast, the collect states: "Deus qui beatae Mariae Virginis conceptionem angelico
vaticinio parentibus praedixisti." We note from this that in England, as in the Orient, trac-

es remained of the Protoevangelium narrative establishing a parallel between Mary's Con-

ception and that of St. John the Baptist. Judging also from other kalendaria of that same period wherein no mention is made of
this feast, it would seem that at the outset this feast was limited to Winchester, Worcester, Exeter, Canterbury, and the sur-
rounding localities.

Shortly thereafter it passed into Normandy and the northern part of France. But, "in general, the introduction of this feast and
the enthusiasm for its purport seem to have been lacking in theological guidance. Childlike piety, incited by accounts of mira-
cles and revelations, had the upper hand. In favor of the doctrine and the feast these miracles were advanced together with
the appreciation of its eminent appropriateness, but positive theological reasons were not stressed. Further, a clear exposition
of the idea of the feast was also lacking."

In the closing years of the twelfth century it had penetrated into many regions of Germany and Belgium, and also into Navarre,
in Spain. In summing it up, Roschini states that, notwithstanding strong opposition on the part of such great men as St. Bernard
and St. Thomas, it may be safely said that in the middle of the fourteenth century the feast of Mary's Conception, in the sense
of a preservation from original sin, had found its way into every single diocese of the world and in every monastery of some
importance, with the exception of Cistercian and Dominican monasteries.

The attitude adopted by the Roman Pontiffs during the many years of controversy about the doctrine of the Immaculate Con-
ception, to which was intimately linked, in the West, the very existence of the feast itself, may best be described as that of tol-
erance first, of assent next, and finally of approbation. In 1477 Sixtus IV approved the Mass and Office and four years later gave
his approval to another office for Mary's feast. He also issued a papal bull, Grave nimis, forbidding censure of those who be-
lieved in the Immaculate Conception because of the attacks of the opposition. Years later, Alexander VIl declared in his famous
bull Sollicitudo omnium ecclesiarum (1661) : "The devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary is of long standing among the faithful
followers of Christ who feel that her soul, from the very first instant of its creation and infusion into her body, was preserved
immune from the stain of original sin by a special grace and privilege of God, through the merits of her Son Jesus Christ, the
Redeemer of the human race, and who in this sense esteem and solemnly celebrate the festivity of her conception."

In 1693, Innocent XIl proclaimed that the octave of the feast of Mary's Conception be universally celebrated, elevating it at the
same time to the rank of double of second class. Pius IX in 1863 (having defined the dogma of the Immaculate Conception in
1854) promulgated a new Mass and Office. — Excerpted from Mariology by Juniper B. Carol, O.F.M.
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