Knights of Columbus, Council #656

Words from the

Grand Knight

— Roger Davis —

Greetings Brother knights,

We had the Spaghetti/Wine tasting dinner on November
11th, and it was a great success! Much thanks to Brother
Knight Dave Granger who chaired this event and all the vol-
unteers who made it possible. As we do every year, on Sat-
urday December 9th we'll be helping out the Salvation Army
by the ringing bells at their collection site at Dixon Kroger's.
The time slots are a little different this year. Right now, we
need 2 Knights to sign up for one hour between 5 o'clock
and 6 o'clock. The signup sheet is at the Council. Poker
Night and Friday/family Night have also been going very
well. Thanks to Brothers Steve Watson and Ron Hillman for
keeping those events going. If you took one of the gift lists
for a child for Gibault please have it to the Council no later
by December 11. No need to wrap the gifts and please in-
clude the child's name with the gifts. We had ten Knights to
fulfill the wish lists for the children. This is a great represen-
tation for Council 656! Bud Cook and | will be delivering the
gifts on December 13th. The Little Red Wagon, Tom & Jerry
party will be on December 24th from 1:00pm-5:00pm. The
proceeds from this event benefits the Monastery of the Poor
Clare's. Hopefully you have received your raffle tickets in
the mail, if not they are available at the Council. The 4th
Degree is holding a Christmas party December 20th. All
Knights are welcome. There is a signup sheet at the council
so we will know how many meals to order. Waddell's caters
this event, and the food is always excellent! Did you know
that during Advent the Priest will wear the color, Pur-
ple? Purple represents penance, preparation, and sacrifice.
During Christmas season the Preist will wear white.
(Christmas by the way is more than Christmas Day. It runs
for 17 days until the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord.) White
is the symbol for purity, joy and innocence. Have a merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year and may all of your en-
deavors be blessed.

Vivat Jesus!

Make us always aware
that as your Knights, we
are constantly observed,
our faith judged, and our
Order appreciaed. Accept,
O Mary, this renewed
pledge of fealty and de-
votion, of Thy Servants,
the Knights of Columbus.

November 2023

Words from the

Faithful Navigator

— Steve Watson—

Greetings to all Sir Knights-

| would like to invite all to our Christmas dinner the 20th

of December, sign up is at bar at the clubhouse. | would like
to thank Father Peter for being our faithful fair and his
presence at our meetings is greatly appreciated. | am looking
forward to the holidays and hope all goes well for our families
and may God bless you and have merry Christmas and
happy new year. Thanks.

Check your mailbox for the Little Red Wagon raffle tickets! The
drawing is held at the annual Tom & Jerry party hosted by Council
656. This is your chance to be a winner and help out the Poor Clares.

Tom and Jerry Party!

The council will be
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Tom and Jerry Party

-
MARK YOUR on December 24 form
CALENDAR 1 pm to 5pm. All pro-
- ceedes benefit The
Monestary of the
Poor Clares.
Meetings
COUNCIL:

Monday, Dec. 4 — 7:00 pm

Monday, Dec. 18 — 7:00 pm

Everyone is
FOURTH DEGREE: welcome to
Wed., Dec. 20 — 7:00 pm join us as we

pray the Rosary
COLUMBIAN CLUB: at 6:30 prior to
Monday, Dec. 19 — 7:00 pm each council

meeting.

Knights of Columbus
P.O. Box 2029
Kokomo, IN 46904

(765) 450-8906

Council #656




9 Catholic Traditions That Highlight The Christmas Season

ADVENT WREATH
Primarily a Lutheran tradition (like the Advent calendar) borrowed from a pagan custom, it symbolizes the passage of the four weeks of Advent in

the Western church. The custom gained ground among Protestant churches in Germany towards the end of the 19th century. Roman Catholics
began to adopt the custom in the 1920s. Within a decade, its use spread to North America.

NATIVITY SCENE

Also known as a creche, this tradition dates back to Saint Francis of Assisi, who is credited with with creating the first live nativity scene in 1223 as
a way to make public worship of Jesus part of the Christmas season. The recreation of the birth of Christ, featuring people dressed as Mary, Joseph
and the shepherds, was meant to bring the Bible to life for a population of believers who were not literate. The use of small figures and elaborate
displays was perfected during the 1700s in Naples, Italy. These recreations are featured in churches and homes around the world to this day. Typi-
cally the manger is kept empty and only filled with the baby Jesus on Christmas Day.

FEAST OF SAINT NICHOLAS
Observed in most countries on December 6, this feast day is meant to celebrate the man who is the precursor to Santa Claus. T he day takes on

different manifestations depending on the country, but often is an excuse for exchanging presents. The notion of Santa Claus comes from this story.
Indeed, the tradition is an homage to this early Christian bishop from the fourth century who had a reputation for secret gift-giving. Born in modern
-day Turkey, the remains of Saint Nicholas, a man revered by Catholics as well as the Orthodox, are now enshrined in Bari, Italy. He is also the pa-
tron saint of Greece.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

December 8 is the day Catholics celebrate the belief in the pure conception of Mary, the mother of Jesus. Known as the Immaculate Conception,
this day is one of the most important Marian feasts on the liturgical calendar and is celebrated by Catholics around the world. It is generally con-
sidered a day to spend time with your family and one in which Catholics are obligated to attend mass. Should the day fall on a Sunday, it is cele-
brated the following day. Several countries are under the patronage of the Immaculate Conception by papal decree, including t he United States.
FEAST OF SAINT LUCY

Celebrated on December 13, the feast day of Saint Lucy marks the life of this virgin martyr killed by the Romans. Executed in Sicily in 304, her ven-
eration quickly spread across Europe. A number of traditions incorporate symbolic meaning to her as the bearer of light in the darkness of winter.
Since some versions of her story recall that her eyes were removed by her executioners, Saint Lucy is the patron saint of the blind.

CHRISTMAS EVE/DAY
The day before Christmas is widely observed as a full or partial holiday in anticipation of the birth of Jesus. Celebrations throughout Christendom

have a tradition of starting on the evening of December 24 due in large part to the liturgical day starting at sunset the previous day, a practice in-
herited from the Jewish tradition of marking the sabbath.

Catholics, as well as some Protestant denominations, celebrate mass at midnight. The ceremony, held in churches throughout th e world, celebrates
the birth of Christ, widely believed to have occurred at night. While Catholic families throughout the world celebrate a Christmas Eve meal with
various meats, many ltalians celebrate by eating fish. It is a tradition that Italian immigrants have taken with them around the world starting in the
early 20th century.

The annual day commemorating the birth of Jesus is celebrated by all Christians who adhere to the Gregorian calendar. It is commonly celebrated
by exchanging gifts and spending time with family.

Although the date of Jesus’ birth is unknown, several factors contributed to the choice of December 25. Most notably, it was the day of the winter
solstice on the Roman calendar. Saint Augustine, in his writings, said the date chosen to remember the birth of Jesus was “on the day which is the
shortest in our earthly reckoning and from which subsequent days begin to increase in length. He, therefore, who bent low and lifted us up chose
the shortest day, yet the one whence light begins to increase.”

FEAST OF SAINT STEPHEN

The day is set aside to remember the first Christian martyr and used to extend the Christmas holiday. Celebrated by Catholics on December 26, it is
considered a holiday in much of Europe. A deacon of the early church who lived in the first century, Saint Stephen aroused the ire of rabbinical
authorities for his teachings. Accused by them of blasphemy, he delivered a speech denouncing Jewish authorities in Jerusalem who sat in judg-
ment of him. The Book of Acts chronicles that Saint Stephen was stoned to death.

SOLEMNITY OF MARY

Jan. 1 not only marks the start of a new year, but is also a day Catholics attend mass. The feast is a celebration of Mary's motherhood and dates
back to the early days of Christianity. In later centuries, Christians observed the circumcision of Jesus on that day, seven days after his birth as is
customary in the Jewish tradition. In 1965, the Vatican set aside that practice and replaced it with the ancient tradition of dedicating the day to

Mary.

FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY
Also known as Three King’s Day, it marks the official end of the Christmas season for Catholics. It is a day where children throughout much of South

America receive gifts. The holiday marks the adoration of the baby Jesus by the magi. In the Gospel of Matthew, the men found the child by follow-
ing a star for 12 days that led them to Bethlehem. The men — Melchior, Caspar and Balthazar — presented Jesus with three symbolic gifts.

Those gifts — gold, frankincense and myrrh — are steeped in symbolism. The gold represents Jesus’ standing as “King of the Jews,” while frankin-
cense manifests the divine nature of His existence. Myrrh, often used to embalm corpses in ancient times, is a symbol of Jesus’ mortality, a prelude
to his death on Good Friday.
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