Knights of Columbus, Council #656

Words from the

Grand Knight

— Roger Davis —

Greetings Brother Knights,

Happy Easter! Hallelujah! It will be great to hear that word
again at Mass. | hope all the members of Council #656 and
their families had a wonderful and Blessed Easter.

I would like to thank all of the Knights who volunteered to
help with our many activities. | would also especially thank
those who chair/co-chairs our events. A lot of work goes into
advertising, purchasing supplies, and recruiting a team for
prep, cooking, serving and cleaning. We can always use more
fellow Knights to help out at these events. If you see an event
hosted by the Knights of Columbus, feel to stop by the club-
house and see if any help is needed. We will be glad to put
you to work. It also a great way to get know other Knights that
our in our Council.

Thanks to Sir Knight Pete Schmitt and all the Knights who
helped, the Knights of Columbus Fish Fry was a great success!
It was nice to see Father Shocklee, Father Neterer and Deacon
Springer mingling around and having a good time! We appre-
ciate their time and support. We also presented $200 to the
Daughters of Isabella in gratitude for their help with all the
desserts. Our St Patrick's party had a smaller turnout than
last year. But those of us that were able to attend had a great
time. A special thanks to Sir Knight Norman Schmitt, Sir Knight
Francis Call and his wife Joan who helped serve and take tick-
ets.

The next event planned is the Brisket and Bourbon party
April 27th. This is reserved seating so come by the clubhouse
and reserve your table. Last year this event sold out. The band
Higher Ground will be the entertainment for the evening.

On May 17th thru May 19th Knights Roger Poison, Steve
Martelli and | will be attending the Knights of Columbus State
Convention in Bloomington. A special moment at the Conven-
tion is the parade of checks. Thanks to all your hard work we
should be well represented when our Council presents a
check to the Gibault Children's Home. Vivat Jesus!

"

Make us always aware that
as your Knights, we are con-
stantly observed, our faith
judged, and our Order ap-
preciated. Accept, O Mary,
this renewed pledge of feal-
ty and devotion, of Thy
Servants, the Knights of
Columbus.

April 2024

Words from the

Faithful Navigator

— Steve Watson—

Hello sir knights,

I am happy to announce we have 4th degree exemplification
the 20th of April. This is an all-day event starting around 1pm
ending with dinner and mass. Please come by the club and get
your appreciation. We encourage other 4th degree members to
attend the exemplification to support our candidates. | will be
there along with some of the officers. The cost of said event is
$80.00 per candidate and attendees. There is a simple
application to be filled out and must be forwarded to the state
by the 5th of April. Perspective candidates are asked to attend
the 3rd degree meeting the 1st of April where you can obtain
the application form. There is important news to share, as a
council, we have voted to support the charity Tunnel to Towers
Foundation by donating financially on a monthly basis and is a
great way of adhering to the order’s tenant of Patriotism as our
standard of the 4th degree. For more information go to t2t.org.
May God bless you and yours.

For the Role of Women
We pray that the dignity and
immense value of women be
P recognized in every culture,
< "< d for the end of discrimina-
._(\\ and for the end of discrimina
| \ (\| tion that they experience in

s i Al different parts of the world.

Meetings
COUNCIL:

Monday, April 1 —7:00 pm

Monday, April 15— 7:00 pm

Everyone is
FOURTH DEGREE: welcome to
Wed., April 17 — 7:00 pm joinus as we
pray the Rosary
COLUMBIAN CLUB: at 6:30 prior to
Monday, April 22— 7:00 pm each council

meeting.
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Since 9/11, we have been helping America’s heroes by
providing mortgage-free homes to Gold Star and fallen first
responder families with young children and by building spe-
cially-adapted smart homes for catastrophically injured vet-
erans and first responders. We are also committed to eradi-
cating veteran homelessness and helping America to Never
Forget September 11, 2001. Firefighter Stephen Gerard Sil-
ler was the youngest of seven children born to Mae and
George Siller. At the age of eight, Stephen lost his father,
and a year and a half later his mother passed away, leaving

Tunneln¥Towers
S am him an orphan to be raised by his older siblings. For a while
Fou n d atl 0 n Stephen went through a period of struggle, but thanks to

the love of his siblings, and the values instilled in him by his
T2T.0RG parents, he grew up to be an extraordinary individual and

dedicated firefighter. More than most, he knew that time
was precious and accomplished much in his 34 years. On September 11, 2001, Stephen, who was assigned to
Brooklyn’s Squad 1, had just finished his shift and was on his way to play golf with his brothers when he got
word over his scanner of a plane hitting the North Tower of the World Trade Center. Upon hearing the news,
Stephen called his wife Sally and asked her to tell his brothers he would catch up with them later. He returned
to Squad 1 to get his gear.

Stephen drove his truck to the entrance of the Brooklyn Battery Tunnel, but it had already been closed for
security purposes. Determined to carry out his duty, he strapped 60 Ibs. of gear to his back, and raced on foot
through the tunnel to the Twin Towers, where he gave up his life while saving others. Stephen had everything
to live for; a great wife, five wonderful children, a devoted extended family, and friends. Stephen’s parents
were lay Franciscans and he grew up under the guiding philosophy of St. Francis of Assisi, whose encouraging
and inspirational phrase “while we have time, let us do good” were words that Stephen lived by. Stephen’s
life and heroic death serve as a reminder to us all to live life to the fullest and to spend our time here on earth
doing good — this is his legacy. Author and family friend Jay Price wrote: “Every momentous event, even a
tragedy, has its symbolic figures. September 11th was no different; it just had a few more of them. Rudy Giuli-
ani, Father Mychal Judge, the four guys on United Flight 93 ... a hundred more ... a thousand. None bigger
than Stephen Siller, whose stature only grows with time as New Yorkers and people from around the world
follow his footsteps.”

What To Reflect on In April For Knights
1. How do you thank the Lord for His sacrifice on the cross?

2. What does it mean to you to receive the Eucharist reverently? £
unne

Tower:
3. How do you feel God’s love in adoration? Foungztion

4. What best helps you focus in Mass and Eucharistic Adoration?
5. How do you share the love of Christ through the Blessed Sacrament with others?
6. Do you let the Holy Spirit work in your life?

7. How do you follow the Holy Spirit’s prompting in your daily life?



