SPRINGFIELD COUNCIL 6153

Links in Newsletter
Remembering 9/11

Calendar

Recognitions
Program Spotlight - Rosary

Soccer Challenge
Coats for Kids

5K Run
Upcoming Events

Box of Joy

Scholarships
Outreach Programs

Thought of the Month
Meet the Seminarians

Springfield Council Website
Prayer Requests
Password Protected Links

Council Webpage (Members Only)

Nominations for Knight and
Family of the month

External Links
St Bernedette Parish

St Bernadette School

Virginia Knights of Columbus

State Council

Knights of Columbus Supreme

=

ST BERNEDETTE, SPRINGFIELD. VA

Message from the Grand Knight

Brother Knights,

This past monthv we continuie to- set the example. Owr total food
donations broke the 5,000 pound mawk. The council supported the
Youthv Ministry’s Piggas Dinner, and we collected over XX coaty and
will be donate $970 ($600 from the Council and $370 from the
website). We went into-the Soccer Challenge where we have XX pour -
ticipanty inv XX categories! Thank yow for the support, next up the
5K run/walid!! Phew!

I savy all this because what yow do-every montivcan fill volumes.
Yow awre all leaders in the Council and inv other pawishy ministries

I v challenging yow not just to-be av leader, but tramsform into-
a “Shepard’”. The biggest shift is shifting focus from a “Manager”,
one who-focuses on tasks, goals control and personal gain; and
adding sacrifice—not just service to-the equation. Service isthe
“action of doing something for someone “, while Sacrifice is o act
of giving up something valued for the sake of something else re-
gawded as move important or worthy. The Shepowd iy o combina-
tiow of service and sacrifice that focuses o people; humility, re-
sponsibility and inspiration—The Shepawd.

Johw 10 1-21 explaing the Good Shepard and hig sheep. Read
and pray owthe reading. Johuwv 10:5, states “But they will never
follow av stranger; invfact, they wil runw away from hin because
they do-not recognige a stranger’s voice.” and 10:11“I amthe
good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.

My point is that yow awre knoww invthe community, yow have care
and compassiow for the conmmunity, yow awe morve thaw leaders;
yow awe Shepowds of this family. Yow sacrifice time, money, energy
foe the betterment of the parish. With this acknowledgement comes
great responsilility. Luke 12:48 states,” Everyone to-whom much
was giveny, of himw much will be requived, and from him to-whow
they entrusted much, they wil demand the more' To-put into- con-
text, yow hawve been Blessed to-be a Shepard, and the Lovd will ask
much of yow, to-each of their oww capability. Yow must embrace
these challenges and lead your flock withvpassion under the um-
brellov of service and sacrifice.

Thank yow

IN SERVICE TO ONE, IN SERVICE TO ALL 1


https://www.kofc.org/en/campaigns/papal-novena.html
https://uknight.org/EmailCouncilMD.asp?ID=93&CNO=6153&MG=MD
https://www.fathermcgivney.org/
https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/index.asp?CNO=6153
https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/prayers.asp?CNO=6153
https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/membersOnly1.asp?CNO=6153
https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/CouncilVote.asp?CNO=6153
https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/CouncilVote.asp?CNO=6153
https://stbernpar.org/
https://www.stbernschool.org/
https://vakofc.org/
https://vakofc.org/
https://www.kofc.org/en/index.html

SPRINGFIELD COUNCIL 6153 ST BERNEDETTE, SPRINGFIELD. VA

Remembering 9/11

Brothers,

It has been 24 years since that date that has changed
our world. Every generation has one of those days that
you will remember where and what you were doing
when you found out about an event. Generationally, it
was the Bombing of Pearl Harbor, the assassination of
JFK, MLK, RFK, the moon landing and the 9/11.

We, as a nation, was hurt, we had this awesome power
to retaliate but did not know who to strike back at. We
went to war, right or wrong, with the intentions of re-
venge and to show the world that no one, a nation,
rouge power, or terrorists could hold the US hostages.

24 years later and how our world and nation has evolved tells the story of you, whether serving as a Mili-
tary or Civilian, you have made a difference. We may not see it because of our vantage points, but you
must have faith that every completed action provides that essential support to our collective security that
protects our country. With that, we must have faith that even if we do not agree with decisions, those
who make the decisions have the nation’s best interest to protect us from another 9/11. Remember
Psalm 56-11, “In God have | put my trust: | will not be afraid what man can do unto me.” Itis not incum-
bent on us to take revenge. God is just, Romans 12:19 reminds us, “ Dearly beloved, avenge not your-
selves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; | will repay, saith the Lord.”

Do you remember where you were?

| was the 194" Maintenance Battalion S3, conducting a live fire in Korea at Monkey 7 Training area, north
of the Imjin River, just South of the DMZ. We just concluded our commander’s terrain walk of our ranges
for the next day’s events. We saw the news, and my Battalion Commander called in the Company Com-
manders and told them to establish perimeter security, issued ammunition with Rules of Engagement,
coordinated with the ROK elements in our shared training area and sent out HQs a SITREP with the fact
that we had buku ammunition — not that we could stop anything, except we would be a TF Cleaver (Our
BN Commander)

Bottomline, | remember everyone in the TOC and everything about that day and the days that followed.

It is up to us, and our generation to help the next generation remember, lest we forget the sacrifices that
followed. Say a prayer for those who gave all, for those who will never be the same, for those who still
support, and for those who make decisions so this will not happen again. 2 Corinthians 4:4 states, “In
whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glori-
ous gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.” Ultimately, the Lord, our God
will give us everlasting peace, as promised in John 14:27, “Peace | leave with you, my peace | give unto
you: not as the world giveth, give | unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.”

Vivat Jesus!!!

no
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SPRINGFIELD COUNCIL 6153 ST BERNEDETTE, SPRINGFIELD. VA

Calendar Events
Council Events  Upcoming Events

1 Oct: Rosary Coats for Kids - SEE Flier
7PM Church (Open to all) 4 Oct: 5k Run—SEE Flyer
8 Oct: At Mount Vernon Meet- 8 Oct: Joint Insurance Event
ing Hall (OFFSITE)
7PM: Insurance Event 18 Oct: Parish Picnic - BBQ
7:30 Rosary/Council Planning 25 Oct - Parish Confirmation
15 Oct: Rosary 26 Oct - Coffee and Donuts
7PM Chur'ch (Oren to all) NOV: Box of Joy
22 Oct: Council Planning Meeting  Nov/DEC: Christmas Tree Sales

g Eosary/7 SR laiesiing DEC Breakfast with Santa
15 Oct: Rosary

7PM Church (Open o all) DEC: KCLA Poster/Essay
DEC: Citizen of the Year Essay

8 OCT—OFFSITE af MT Vgrnon DEC: Nativity of the Blessed Virgin
Hall. Insurance Event / Business

Meeting / Rosay / Fellowship Holy Days / Feast Days

Five pr'ecep’rs of the 1. Thérese of the Child Jesus, Memorial
Catholic Church are: 2. Holy Guardian Angels, Memorial
5. Bl. Francis Xavier Seelos (USA); St. Faustina Kowalska, Opt. Mem.
1. Attend Mass and dGYS 6. Bruno; Bl. Marie Rose Durocher (USA and CAN), Opt. Mem.

of obligation. 7. Our Lady of the Rosary, Memorial

2. Confess your sinsat 14, callistus I, Opt. Mem.

least once a year. 15. Teresa of Jesus, Memorial

3. Receive the Eucharist 16, Hedwig; Margaret Mary Alacoque, Opt. Mem.

at least annually 17. Ignatius of Antioch, Memorial

4. Observe dGYS of fast- 19. John de Brebeuf, Isaac Jogues and Companions (USA), Mem.
ing and abstinence. 20. Paul of the Cross, Opt. Mem.

5. Provide for the needs 25 jonn paul i, Opt. Mem.

of the

23. John of Capistrano, Opt. Mem.
Church. 24. Anthony Mary Claret, Opt. Mem.
28. Simon & Jude, Apostles, Feast
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https://www.peterboroughdiocese.org/en/how-do-i-find/fast-and-abstinence.aspx
https://www.peterboroughdiocese.org/en/how-do-i-find/fast-and-abstinence.aspx
https://mycatholic.life/upcoming-reflections/#cal
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-10-01
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-10-02
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-10-05
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-10-06
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-10-07
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-10-14
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-10-15
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-10-16
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-10-17
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-10-19
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-10-20
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-10-22
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-10-23
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-10-24
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-10-28

SPRINGFIELD COUNCIL 6153 ST BERNEDETTE, SPRINGFIELD. VA

CONGRATUALTIONS !

AT IR G el R R\ [e 1314l July Family of the Month

Don Howell The Pirowski Family
PGK, SK Don Howell is the NES=aR=i VSRR

epitome of a Knight. He wife Trish are a power
volunteers in Council and [l TlSRisE1a el lo[NelelaR

other catholic and parish  REESYolaRieN ol Rl
ministries. This month, he parish and Knight activities. SK Al is the lead

for the Food for Families program and was key
to submitting the Form 10057. Trishis a
mainstay in the choir, and EMCH, and sup-
ports the Woman's Catholic Group

was the lead for the Coats for Kids, which
was the most successful in recent memory,
collecting over 200 coats and $520.

o g o NOMINATE KNIGHT AND FAMILY OF THE MONTH
Please continue to support the Knight and Family

MAKE YOUR NOMINATIONS

of the Month Programs. Nominations are sub-

mitted on the “Member’s Only” (not the jacket) Let us know if you need assistance

uKNIGHT website, https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/membersOnly.asp?CNO=6153

NOTE: Will Recognize Annual over 50 Years / and at 5-year intervals

October Birthdays October

Fraternal Anniversaries

William Serrano Richard Prien
Michael Trentacoste Randy Robish Over 50 Years
Vincent Cassella Scott Kokotajlo DENNIS NICKLE &4
' . ) PIERRE DESLAURIERS 56

Michael Guest Gabiriel Ortiz STEPHEN 'MC ARDLE A 52
Stephen Fluhr Frank De Michel 35 Years

THOMAS ERRION 35
Dale Berkey John Cockayne ROBERT WHALEY 35
Lee Porter Roberto Mendoza 30 Years

ANTONIO BAINES 30
Thomas Garver Ulrich Tiago MCHAEL CANDALOR 30
George  Englert Robert  Whaley STANTON Loe %0

RICHARD WALSH 30
Jorge Irizarry Walter Kaminski 25 Years
Anthony Pikul James  Singsank KSR |:§L; [ >

ears

Edward Carneiro John O Reilly RANDY [roBisH [ 20
Joseph  Mosinski Humberto Mendoza 15 Years

ROBERT KWALWASSER 15
Raymond Monroe Albert Pirowski JOFN SCHLOSSER 15

- ‘ IN SERVICE TO ONE, IN SERVICE TO ALL 4


https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/membersOnly.asp?CNO=6153

SPRINGFIELD COUNCIL 6153 ST BERNEDETTE, SPRINGFIELD. VA

Program Spotlight of the Month

Rosary Program

On the 1st/ 3rd / 5th
Wednesdays of the
month at 7PM in the
back of the Church
on the side of the St
Bernadette statue, there are 3-5 Knights
who pray the Rosary. They take the pray-
er requests and other individual requests
and pray for God’s divine blessing and
support. This is one way that Catholic
Gentlemen can get together and support not only each other, but the
community as well. An hour three times a week
will do wounders for your eternal life.

Prayer Requests from the Council website

- SK Tom Smith’s family, specifically, his daughter-in-
law’s health and recovery

- The repose of the soul of Teresa Randolph, SK
Cedric D‘Cruze’s Mother-in-law.

- Greg Mertens recover from medical issues

- SK James Connell is having severe back issues im-
pacting his mobility

- The repose of the soul of Don Howell’s Brother and
his family

- Betty Jean Lovejoy for recovery of colon cancer

- For the Peace on Russia/Ukraine and in Gaza

- For the politicians to work together for the better-
ment of the population

Prayer requests can be submitted at any time on the Coun-
cil’s website. The requests will be included at each Council
Meeting’s prior to the Rosary and Meetings as well as at the

weekly Rosaries
Springfield Council #6153

- ‘ IN SERVICE TO ONE, IN SERVICE TO ALL 5



https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/prayers.asp?CNO=6153

SPRINGFIELD COUNCIL 6153 ST BERNEDETTE, SPRINGFIELD. VA
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SPRINGFIELD COUNCIL 6153 ST BERNEDETTE, SPRINGFIELD. VA

The Knights of Columbus partnered with ECHO to distribute the coats col-
lected during the Coats for Kids donation drive. ECHO has the distribution
network to provide support to those in most need, supporting the goal that
that no child goes without a coat during the winter season.

PGK,SK Don Howell was PGK, SK Cedric D’Cruze collect-
the lead for the Coats for ed the coats after each mass for
Kids Program and coor- the weekly delivery to Echo
dained with fellow PGK, PGK, SK Mark

SK Mark Price at Echo to Price leveraged

support the distribution Echo to find

those mostin
need the Parish
Community

- ‘ IN SERVICE TO ONE, IN SERVICE TO ALL 7

The St Bernadett's generosity surpassed last year’s
totals, with donating over 200 coats and over $S500



SPRINGFIELD COUNCIL 6153 ST BERNEDETTE, SPRINGFIELD. VA

23rd Annual 5K Fun Run/Walk

Registration
Springfield VA Knights of Columbus 5K Fun Run and Walk

is Now Open

The Springfield VA Knights of Columbus annually
hosts a fund raising 5K Fun Run and Walk . This 5K
Fun Run and Walk is for the whole family (children
in strollers included!).

Event proceeds will go to help Virginians with intel-
lectual disabilities through the Knights of Columbus
KOVAR Charity (https://kovarva.org ) and to the St.
Bernadette’s Tuition Assistance Program (https://
www.stbernschool.org).

Burke Lake Park -  The race is held at beautiful Burke Lake Park, where

Picnic Shelter A 3 free barbecue lunch will be provided for
7315 Ox Road

participants and their families following the race.
S I G N U P NO pets will be permitted on the course or at the

shelter. The event will be held "rain or shine".

DONATE RACE INFO REFUND POLICY SPONSORS EVENT INFO

Race Contact Info

If you have any questions about this race, please contact the race director at tomsmith6153@outlook.com

- ‘ IN SERVICE TO ONE, IN SERVICE TO ALL 8



https://kovarva.org/
https://www.stbernschool.org/
https://www.stbernschool.org/
https://runsignup.com/Race/VA/FairfaxStation/SpringfieldKnightsofColumbus5K
https://runsignup.com/Race/Info/VA/FairfaxStation/SpringfieldKnightsofColumbus5K#directions
https://runsignup.com/Race/Info/VA/FairfaxStation/SpringfieldKnightsofColumbus5K#directions
https://runsignup.com/Race/Info/VA/FairfaxStation/SpringfieldKnightsofColumbus5K#directions
https://runsignup.com/Race/Donate/VA/FairfaxStation/SpringfieldKnightsofColumbus5K
https://runsignup.com/Race/VA/FairfaxStation/SpringfieldKnightsofColumbus5K
https://runsignup.com/Race/113750/RefundPolicy
https://runsignup.com/Race/Sponsors/VA/FairfaxStation/SpringfieldKnightsofColumbus5K
https://runsignup.com/Race/Events/VA/FairfaxStation/SpringfieldKnightsofColumbus5K
mailto:tomsmith6153@outlook.com?subject=Springfield%20VA%20Knights%20of%20Columbus%205K%20Fun%20Run%20and%20Walk
https://runsignup.com/Race/VA/FairfaxStation/SpringfieldKnightsofColumbus5K

SPRINGFIELD COUNCIL 6153 ST BERNEDETTE, SPRINGFIELD. VA

Parish Picnic 18 Oct

Date: Saturday 18 Oct

Time: 1-5PM
Location: Cardinal Field

Why: Why Not??? Live Music / Games

The Grill Meisters of Council 6153 will be
putting on an exhibition o how to cook
Burgers and Dogs, as well as manning
the BEER TRUCK at the St Bernadette’s
Family Fall Parish Picnic!!!

Volunteers Needed for

Food Prep

Set-up
Beverages

- ‘ IN SERVICE TO ONE, IN SERVICE TO ALL 9




SPRINGFIELD COUNCIL 6153 ST BERNEDETTE, SPRINGFIELD. VA

Coffee and Donuts!!!

20 October 2025

Following 0900 and 1100 Masses

DONUT
STRESS

JUST DO YOUR

BEST

- ‘ IN SERVICE TO ONE, IN SERVICE TO ALL 10



SPRINGFIELD COUNCIL 6153 ST BERNEDETTE, SPRINGFIELD. VA

Box of Joy

The Springfield Council 6153 of the Knights of Columbus is partnering with Cross
Catholic Outreach this fall to bring its Box of Joy ministry project to our parish!

Last year parishioners responded with tremendous generosity and
blessed hundreds of children with boxes. This year we are reminding
people to include small items such as soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste,
Bible stories, rosaries, toys, crayons, and school supplies. These are al-
ways cherished by the many children who will be blessed with the boxes
from our parish.
Members of the Knights will be distributing shoebox size cartons to parishioners following all
Masses on the weekend of October 25/26. Parishioners will be invited to take home a box and
fill it with items for boys and girls ranging from ages 2 to 15. They also are encouraged to mail
separately a $9 check for each box to cover international shipping costs. The boxes will be
collected by the Knights before all Masses on the weekend of November 8/9.
For more information, please contact PGK Franklin Mendoza at 703-282-2163 or at
franklinmendoza@yahoo.com Thank you for your generosity!

When you donate today, a Box of Joy — filled with toys, clothing,
school supplies, a rosary and The Story of Jesus — will be sent to
children in developing countries like Guatemala, Malawi and the Do-
minican Republic. Your donation will demonstrate Christ’'s compas-
sion t.o a child'who may ha‘ve never before received Shop Our Amazon Wishlist
a Christmas gift. $36 provides a box and $108 Domate filler ems for Box of Joy aifte, helping us ensare

- # provides three boxes. every box is filled to the top!



https://crosscatholic.org/box-of-joy/online/#donate
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3IW22GESCYL55?ref_=wl_fv_le

SPRINGFIELD COUNCIL 6153 ST BERNEDETTE, SPRINGFIELD. VA

Keep Christ in Christmas—Card Sales

- ‘ IN SERVICE TO ONE, IN SERVICE TO ALL 12



SPRINGFIELD COUNCIL 6153 ST BERNEDETTE, SPRINGFIELD. VA

Scholarship Opportunities
Knights of Columbus

Scholarships for College Students
U.S. UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIPS

The Knights of Columbus Supreme Council awards Fourth Degree Pro Deo and Pro

Patria, John W. McDevitt, and other endowed Scholarships annually. The number of

scholarships awarded is determined by the earnings of the scholarship trust.
Scholarship ranged between $1000-$1500

ELIGIBILITY
o Entering freshman year, of a four-year, undergraduate program, leading to a
bachelor's degree, at a Catholic college or Catholic university, in the United States.
« A memberin good standing of the Knights of Columbus, a son or daughter of
such a member, or of a such a deceased member, who at the time of death, was in
good standing, or a Columbian Squire in good standing.

MATTHEWS & SWIFT SEMINARIAN
SCHOLARSHIPS

The Catholics
University of America

SCHOLARSHIP

The Matthews & Swift Educational
Trust Scholarship originated in 1944
as a living memorial to Knights who
gave their lives for their country dur-
ing World War Il, or who became
totally and permanently disabled
through service incurred injuries.

Each year, the Knights of Columbus
offers a limited number of $2,500
scholarships for tuition, room and
board to men studying for the Cath-
olic priesthood at major seminaries

A select number of graduate schol-
arships are available for students
planning to attend the Catholic uni-
versity of America

Knights of Columbus Virginia State Council
Father Bader Memorial Scholarship

Knights of Columbus Scholarships for Emerging L.eaders

Blessed Fr McGivney and Bishop Daily Vocation Scholarships

= o =

IN SERVICE TO ONE, IN SERVICE TO ALL
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https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/scholarships/index.html
https://vakofc.org/frbaderscholarship/
https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/knightline/2024/march/help-for-scholars.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/charity/support-for-vocations.html

SPRINGFIELD COUNCIL 6153 ST BERNEDETTE, SPRINGFIELD. VA

Council Outreach—Flourishing Seeds

Earlier this year, Council 6153 donated $250.00 to the Flourishing Seeds Charity
Organization. Our very own Brother Eric Neuyou, who is
our Worthy Recorder moonlights as the {resident and
Chaiman of the Board of Flourishing Seeds.
Flourishing Seeds Inc. is a 501 (c)
(3) incorporated in the state of
Arkansas in 2022 by Brother Eric
and his wife with the objective
to raise capital required to build
a faith-based Christian, bilingual
and trading K-12 school in Ya-
oundé, Cameroon.
The severe poverty in Cameroon and many African
countries is amplified by a deficit of modern trading
schools where children can learn skills to create suc-
cessful businesses.
Short term project: con-
struction of a chicken farm that
will serve as a business incuba-
tor, a source of healthy protein,
a training center, and a source
of income for our future school.

Email: eric@flourishingseeds.org
Telephone: (501) 339-1069  https://flourishingseeds.org/

Current needs: Installation of solar
panel to pump the water from the

well that we built. $8000-$10000
- ‘ IN SERVICE TO ONE, IN SERVICE TO ALL 14



https://flourishingseeds.org/donate
mailto:eric@flourishingseeds.org
tel:+15013391069
https://flourishingseeds.org

SPRINGFIELD COUNCIL 6153 ST BERNEDETTE, SPRINGFIELD. VA

Council Outreach—Flourishing Seeds

This past Summer, five volunteers traveled to Cameroon
to support Flourishing Seeds to equip disadvantaged
young people in Cameroon with the skills and resources
to become entrepreneurs. The Flourishing Seeds’ board
and the five volunteers, | want to express my gratitude
for your support for this initiative.

The trip went well. We delivered our message, and we learned a lot from this experience. It
was an exciting discovery and an exploration for all of us. The planning and coordination
with the team on the ground in Cameroon were critical for the success of our trip. Most im-

Key Takeaways:

- Our activities on the ground occurred in three different cities
(Yaoundé, Balengou, and Nkongsamba).

- We conducted workshops that focused on exposure to basic
STEM, teamwork, and leadership principles. More than 200 kids
from across three cities attended.

- We provided children who attended various school supplies.
We equipped parents with farming supplies to help them im-
prove their productivity and income.

- The recently built Flourishing Seeds’ Chicken Farm is already
operational and serves as a training and business center

The team met and interacted with com-
munity leaders who organized our
workshops, welcoming Flourishing
Seeds’ visions and showed a strong in-
terest for future collaboration.

Email: eric@flourishingseeds.org

Telephone: (501) 339-1069  https://flourishingseeds.org/
IN SERVICE TO ONE, IN SERVICE TO ALL 15



mailto:eric@flourishingseeds.org
tel:+15013391069
https://flourishingseeds.org

SPRINGFIELD COUNCIL 6153 ST BERNEDETTE, SPRINGFIELD. VA

Meet our Seminarians

Jonathan Amgott - Catholic Diocese  Joseph Chester - Catholic Diocese of
of Arlington Arlington

Every Year, the Springfield Council
provide 2x seminarians with a gift
to support their journey to priest-
hood. Both are in the second stage,
Discipleship, training. We are hon-
ored and Blessed to support two
outstanding candidates.

Pre-Theology Il (Discipleship Stage) College Il (Discipleship Stage)
St. Charles Borromeo Seminary St. John Paul Il Seminary
Duke University, UVa School of Law The Catholic University of America
St. Charles Borromeo Parish St. John the Evangelist Parish

The formation process is divided into four main stages:

1. Propaedeutic Year:

This is the initial year of formation, often after or in place of college, to help a man

transition into the life of the seminary.

2. Discipleship:

During this stage, seminarians deepen their relationship with Christ and develop their

human, spiritual, intellectual, and pastoral foundations.

3. Configuration:

This stage involves extensive philosophical and theological studies, often at the major

seminary, culminating in a Bachelor's in Sacred Theology.

4. Vocational Synthesis:

The final stage includes a pastoral or spiritual year and other practical experiences,

such as summer assignments, to prepare for ordination.

Key Aspects of the Timeline

e Duration: Six to nine years of formation is the general timeframe.

o Education: Candidates pursue philosophical and theological studies.

o Practical Experience: Seminarians complete pastoral internships, summer as-
signments, and Spanish-language programs.

o Flexibility: The exact timeline can vary based on a man's previous education and
personal circumstances.

- ‘ IN SERVICE TO ONE, IN SERVICE TO ALL 16



https://www.arlingtondiocese.org/vocations/meet-our-seminarians-priests-and-religious/meet-our-seminarians/jonathan-amgott/
https://www.arlingtondiocese.org/vocations/meet-our-seminarians-priests-and-religious/meet-our-seminarians/jonathan-amgott/
https://www.arlingtondiocese.org/vocations/meet-our-seminarians-priests-and-religious/meet-our-seminarians/jonathan-amgott/
https://www.arlingtondiocese.org/vocations/meet-our-seminarians-priests-and-religious/meet-our-seminarians/jonathan-amgott/
https://www.arlingtondiocese.org/vocations/meet-our-seminarians-priests-and-religious/meet-our-seminarians/jonathan-amgott/
https://www.arlingtondiocese.org/vocations/meet-our-seminarians-priests-and-religious/meet-our-seminarians/jonathan-amgott/
https://www.arlingtondiocese.org/vocations/meet-our-seminarians-priests-and-religious/meet-our-seminarians/jonathan-amgott/
https://www.arlingtondiocese.org/vocations/meet-our-seminarians-priests-and-religious/meet-our-seminarians/joseph-chester/
https://www.arlingtondiocese.org/vocations/meet-our-seminarians-priests-and-religious/meet-our-seminarians/jonathan-amgott/
https://www.arlingtondiocese.org/vocations/meet-our-seminarians-priests-and-religious/meet-our-seminarians/joseph-chester/
https://www.arlingtondiocese.org/vocations/meet-our-seminarians-priests-and-religious/meet-our-seminarians/jonathan-amgott/
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Thought of the Month:
Patience is required to Walk by Faith

Brothers,

Last month we discussed what is means to be a Catholic Gentlemen—accepts the teachings of the
Catholic Church; is in union with the Holy See; dedicated to strengthening Catholic men and empow-
ering them to be better husbands, fathers, disciples of Jesus Christ through their faith and service to
the Church and community. We need to set the example, be a leader in our home and community.
We set the examples in our community, but how do we do that? How do we walk in God’s Faith? To
walk in Faith we need to be patient, and that is very difficult. In August, | asked are you strong enough
to be patient? We have to believe that God has a plan for us, and that we accept His plan. To accept
His plan requires faith in Him.

True Faith is to accept the risk of the unknown, and that God will overcome any obstacle that is in
your path. Proverbs 29:25: "The fear of man lays a snare, but whoever trusts in the Lord is safe". Do
not focus on the obstacle, focus on the trust that God can overcome it. Romans 1:17: “For in it is re-
vealed the righteousness of God from faith to faith; as it is written, “The one who is righteous by faith
will live". Remember—the fruit of the tree is on the limb and branches, not the trunk. You need to
climb out to get the fruits. You have to trust in God that He will watch over you. Hebrews 11:6: “But
without faith it is impossible to please Him, for anyone who approaches God must believe that he ex-
ists and that he rewards those who seek Him”. Jeremiah 29:11: "For | know the plans | have for you,
declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope." God will reward
those who put faith in Him. Conversely, 1 Samuel 2:30 “I will honor those who honor me, but those
who despise me shall be cursed.” and Hebrews 10:38: “But my just one shall live by faith, and if he
draws back, | take no pleasure in him.” How do you “despise Him” or “Draws back”? Despising Him is
offending Him /Dishonoring Him by not having Faith in Him— Drawing back signifies the lack of Faith,
that will lead to destruction. To honor God is t have faith in Him. Hebrews 11:1: “Faith is the realiza-
tion of what is hoped for and evidence of things not seen.”

These quotes reveal that patience and walking in faith are linked. As Catholic Gentlemen, we set the
examples in our families and community, we MUST first understand that WE need to walk in Faith to
please God. Second, we set the example for our family and community though deeds and prayer, giv-
ing Glory and praise to God for answering our prayers. And if they do not come to fruition as we
wanted, we understand that it was not the right time or effort in accordance to God’s perfect plan.
That is patience and walking in Faith.

Are you that Strong? With God’s help YES!

Vivat Jesus,

GK Casey
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Who We Are

The Knights of Columbus are Catholic
Gentlemen who are proud of our Catholic
Beliefs, and support our family, parish
and community in our walk with Christ

Our Core Principles

Join the

Do you know anyone that should be a Knight?
Do you want to pass on the Spiritual Gift?
Everyone should be answering “Yes!!1”

Please send the QR code to these individuals K N I G H TS

and help them sonly their path
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