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Grand Knight’s Message

Vivat Jesus, Brothers and Families—

Thank you for the strong start to our fraternal year. From installations to school nights to our September picnic and 
Appreciation Dinner, you’ve shown what Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism look like in action. I’m honored to 
serve alongside you this year as we keep building momentum—together and with purpose.

Here’s what’s ahead and where I need your help in October:

• International Dinner – Fri, 10 Oct in the Lounge (open to all). Bring family, friends, and especially prospective 
members. This supports our operating budget—please come hungry and invite widely.

• Recruitment Drives (All October). Let's wear our KofC gear and personally invite men you know. A warm welcome 
and your story make the difference.

• Council Business Meetings – Tue, 14 Oct and Tue, 28 Oct, 7:00 p.m. Please join the Rosary at 6:30 p.m. 
beforehand. The first October meeting will include presentation and discussion of the Council–Club MOU 
(governance/finance clarity) with a vote.

• 5480 Club Meeting – Tue, 21 Oct, 7:00 p.m. Your participation strengthens the home we all share.

• Programs and Service. Bingo crews, blood drives, parish support, and family events continue—jump in where you 
can. If you haven’t served in a while, pick one thing this month and bring a brother with you.

Finally, a word on spirit and decorum. Our protocols—opening prayer, Pledge, Rosary, and the order of business—aren’t 
just routine; they keep us rooted in faith and respectful fraternity. Thank you for helping maintain that tone as we 
conduct the Council’s work.

Brothers, let’s fill the hall, fill the calendar, and fill our community with visible, joyful service. I’m grateful for your 
prayers, counsel, and support. If you have ideas, concerns, or a new initiative you want to lead, my door (and phone) 
are open.

Fraternally yours, 

Pat McFadden, Grand Knight, Walter Pollard Council 5480

Grand Knight’s Message

Brother Knights,

I want to sincerely thank all of you for your prayers and support over the past few weeks. I’ve recently been in the 
hospital for chemo round 2 and, unfortunately, wasn’t able to prepare a full message for this month’s newsletter.

Your kind thoughts and fraternity mean more than I can express. I look forward to being back with you all soon.

Vivat Jesus!

Jonathan Sargent, Deputy Grand Knight, Walter Pollard Council 5480
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Worthy Sir Knights,

Our next Assembly Meeting will be Tuesday, 7 Oct, with the potluck starting around 6:00 p.m., Rosary at 7:00 p.m., and 
the Meeting at 7:30 p.m. If you know of any Sir Knights that haven’t been to a meeting, please invite them.

On 25 Oct, from 8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., the Worthy Marshal will be conducting Color Corps Training. Please let me or 
Color Corps Commander Louis Federico know if you will be present. You do not need an ORD Uniform to attend this 
training but should be mindful that one is required to perform any Color Corps duties.

The Assembly has money to assist with your purchase of the ORD Uniform. Please contact me or the Worthy Captain, 
George Koch, to discuss. Worthies, the bottom line is, we need more Sir Knights to own an ORD. It has been a part of 
the 4th Degree for 8 years now; it’s time to get yours now while we can help with the purchase.

Enjoy the cooler fall temperatures and the changing of color of the leaves on the trees. Stay safe and keep in touch with 
other SKs and Brothers.

Vivat Jesus,

Steve Chipman, Faithful Navigator, Father Michael J. Bader Assembly 2430

Knight of the Month: PGK Steve Chipman

Congratulations to Past Grand Knight Steve Chipman, our Knight of the Month. Steve is always ready to help—most 
recently leading our Fall Picnic, which finished on time, under budget, and was an excellent experience for everyone 
who attended. He’s a regular at bingo and serves as a Friday night lounge bartender, consistently stepping up for the 
good of the council. Steve’s loyalty and dedication to his brothers and the families of our departed brothers are 
unparalleled, and his advice and guidance have been invaluable to me in my first year as Grand Knight.

Vivat Jesus!

Pat McFadden, Grand Knight, Walter Pollard Council 5480

Family of the Month: Wilber & Lisanette Torres

We warmly welcome the Torres family, who recently transferred from the Spanish council. Wilber is a Past Grand 
Knight, and together the Torreses are a strong pillar of the Spanish community at Our Lady of Mount Carmel. Lisanette 
serves as the Spanish advisor at PCHS and dedicates countless hours tutoring students at OLMC and PCHS. We are very 
fortunate to have the Torres family in our council—thank you for your example of charity, unity, and service!

Vivat Jesus!

Pat McFadden, Grand Knight, Walter Pollard Council 5480

From the Financial Secretary

From the Faithful Navigator

Worthy Brothers,

• Come out and enjoy some fraternity at the 3rd poker night event—17 Oct/6:30 p.m. in the Lounge.  

• We had three teams play in the PCHS Brackin Memorial Tournament and had a great time. Interest 
was expressed in forming a 5480 Group to play; if you would like to play or learn to play, there are 
many who would offer their expertise (for free) and possibly have clubs to lend you.  
Planning/discussion meeting is on Friday, 31 Oct, at 6:30 p.m. in the Lounge. If you plan to attend, 
please send an email to FS5480@VAKOFC.org.

• Reminders: for the upcoming Membership Billing for 2026, we will use email for dues notices; please make sure 
we have your desired email address on file. Also, a Council Fraternal Survey will be coming to you soon via 
email—this is your chance to tell Supreme how many hours of Charity, Unity, and Fraternity you gave this year. 

Vivat Jesus,

Ron Gorman, Financial Secretary, Walter Pollard Council 5480
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This Month’s Birthdays
John Bollinger  10/1
John Carter Jr. 10/5
Patrick McFadden 10/5
Ivan Rivera 10/5
Martin Trejo 10/6
Thomas Singer 10/7
Richard Macaluso 10/9
Austin Marcotte 10/9
Dwight Ruhlen Sr. 10/10
Robert Filipiak 10/11
Gerard McGough 10/11
Mickey Marcella Jr. 10/14
Robert Bell-Garcia 10/15
Dana Larson 10/15
Dale Cruz 10/16
Julio Santiago 10/16
Gary Sonnier 10/16
Joseph Lay 10/17
Walter Sargent III 10/17
Brendan Konouck 10/18
Michael Mullin 10/18
David Salomon 10/18
Jason Ingram 10/19

William Beattie 10/20
Juan Sanchez Arce 10/20
Joseph Dimaggio 10/22
Andrew Parr 10/22
Robert Dann 10/23
Jose Rivera 10/23
Raymond Ferrara 10/23
Kyle Harrington 10/24
Frank Humphry 10/24
Patrick Ryan 10/24
Julio Soto Jr. 10/25
George Smith 10/26
David Delahoy 10/27
Peter McGowan 10/28
Scott Sheridan 10/28
John Wainwright 10/28
Gary Kudlacik  10/30
Brian Pollard 10/30
Edward Schweiger 10/30

This Month’s Anniversaries
Vincent and Marie Anania 10/3
Kevin and Michelle Brink 10/3
Daniel and Margaret Baker 10/15
William and Anja Alvesteffer 10/25



October 2025
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3
Open Night 
(Bartender: Rios)

5

5 6
5:30 pm - Bingo

7
6:00 pm - 
Assembly 
Meeting 
(Bartender: 
Howard)

8 9
5:30 pm - Bingo

10
Birthday Night; 
International 
Dinner 
(Bartender: 
Johnson)

11

12 13
5:30 pm - Bingo

14
7:00 pm - 
Council Meeting 
(Bartender: 
Koch)

15 16
5:30 pm - Bingo

17
7:00 - 11:00 pm - 
Poker Night 
(Bartender: 
Schulte)

18

19 20
5:30 pm - Bingo

21
7:00 pm - 5480 
Club Meeting

22 23
5:30 pm - Bingo

24
Open Night
(Bartender: 
Cavone)

25

26 27
5:30 pm - Bingo

28
7:00 pm - 
Council Meeting
(Bartender: 
Koch)

29 30
5:30 pm - Bingo

31
Open Night 
(Bartender: 
Chipman)

Knights’ Den Lounge Information

• Group seating
• Bar

• Refreshments
• Games

• Large screen television
• Music

The lounge offers:

For all lounge rentals, please contact George Koch, Lounge Manager, at 660-1049. 
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Fr. Michael J. Bader Assembly 2430 Directory
Faithful Navigator
SK Steve Chipman 703-303-5852

Faithful Admiral
SK Steve Taylor 869-2952

Faithful Friar
Fr. SK George Prado 877-5021

Faithful Sentinels
SK Reco Cotton (Inner)
SK Angelo Cavone (Inner)
SK Bill Johnson (Outer)
SK Joe O’Brien (Outer)

508-1398
469-8303
309-1135
593-1141 

Faithful Captain
SK George Koch 660-1049

Color Corps Commander
SK Louis Federico 870-0573

Faithful Pilot
SK Bill Schulte 399-9910

Color Corps Vice Comm.
SK Rick Schirm 310-3242

Faithful Comptroller
SK Harold Hairston 877-1566

Sick and Distressed
Vacant

Faithful Purser
SK Jose Velez

Trustees
1 Yr: SK Louis Federico
2 Yr: SK Carroll Kelley 
3 Yr: SK Ted Mauch 

870-0573
877-4865
282-8519

Faithful Scribe
SK Pat McFadden 593-0238
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Sick, Recovering, and Deceased
Brothers, we ask for your prayers and support for those in need of healing and for prayers for the deceased:

Marty Goergen
Cathy Drozdowski
Dean Jernigan
Lou Valcour’s wife
Bob and Nancy Blymyer
Carol Marcella
Rick Schirm
Jim Buckman
June Riley

Tom and Roslyn Degnon
Stanley Baker
Lucille Harr
Fonda Mauch
Donna Raschke
Frank Humphrey
Irene Carpenito
Jon Sargent

Almighty and everlasting God, the eternal salvation of those who believe in You, hear us on behalf of Your servants 
who are sick, for whom we humbly beg the help of your mercy, so that, being restored to health, they may render 

thanks to you in Your Church through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Walter Pollard Council 5480 Directory
COUNCIL OFFICERS: • OLMC Jessie Powell 254-2181
Grand Knight Pat McFadden 593-0238 • St. Jerome Carroll Kelley 877-4865
Deputy Grand Knight Jonathan Sargent 525-0077 KCIC Chairman Clem Danish 877-2751
Chaplain Fr. George Prado 877-5021 Charities Jim Hooker 596-4765
Financial Secretary Ron Gorman 930-0311 Adopt-A-Spot Alberto Rios 814-5393
Chancellor Steve Taylor 869-2952 Boy Scout Liaison Jon Edwards 876-8386
Warden Bill Schulte 399-9910 Nocturnal Adoration (OLMC) TBD
Recorder John Gallo 869-3346 Widows and Orphans Clem Danish 877-2751
Treasurer Harold Hairston 877-1566 Sick and Distressed Clem Danish 877-2751
Advocate Carroll Kelley 877-4865 Scheduling Bernie Gerlach 877-0126
Guards: District Deputy Louis Federico 870-0573 

• Outside Angelo Cavone 469-8303 District Warden Rick Schirm 310-3242
• Outside Tony Velez Food Service Jessie Powell 254-2181
• Inside Reco Cotton 508-1398 Church Bulletins:
• Inside Neil Rosenbaum 535-9279 • OLMC Carla Johnson 595-0385

Trustees: • St. Jerome Andrew Buckles 877-5021
• One Year Steve Chipman 707-303-5852 • St. Vincent de Paul Jeannie Klump 245-4234
• Two Year Dominic Bevacqua • OLQP 764-8582
• Three Year Ted Mauch 282-8519

Lecturer Rick Schirm 310-3242 VA STATE COUNCIL OFFICIALS FROM 5480:
District Deputy Jimmy Crocker 660-8257 

DIRECTORS/CHAIRS: Warden Rick Schirm 310-3242
Membership Director Steve Taylor 869-2952
Program Director Jonathan Sargent 525-0077 5480 CLUB, INC:
Faith Directors: President Kevin Konouck 602-2179

• OLMC Pat McFadden 593-0238 Vice President Jessie Powell 254-2181 
• St. Jerome Carroll Kelley 877-4865 Secretary Harold Hairston 877-1566
• OLQP Treasurer John Edwards 876-8386

Family Director Louis Federico 870-0573 Past President Bernie Gerlach 877-0126
Community Director Joe O’Brien 593-1141 Grand Knight Ted Mauch 282-8519
Life Director Steve Taylor 869-2952 Faithful Navigator Steve Taylor 869-2952
Youth Chairman TBD Directors:
Youth Outreach TBD • 3 Year Louis Federico 870-0573 
Communications Dir. Rick Schirm 310-3242 • 3 Year Steve Chipman 707-303-5852
Photographers Marty Gorgen • 2 Year Steve Taylor 869-2952

Angelo Cavone 469-8303 • 2 Year Joe O’Brien 593-1141 
Health Services Dan Baker 713-4571 • 1 Year Carroll Kelley 877-4865
Vocations Chairman Ted Mauch 282-8519 • 1 Year Reco Cotton 508-1398
Public Relations Rick Schirm 310-3242 Chairmen:
Knightly News Editor Garth Hallenbeck 602-3913 • Buildings/Grounds Alberto Rios 814-5393
Recruitment Chair Pat McFadden 593-0238 • Lounge Manager George Koch 660-1049
Retentions Chairman Steve Taylor 869-2952 • Rental Agent Bernie Gerlach 877-0126
Insurance Promotion Todd Curtis 254-1420 • Kitchen Manager Jessie Powell 254-2181 
KOVAR Co-Chairmen:
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Fraternal Benefits Agent

Real LIFE Stories 

A field advisor like me who is lucky enough to be doing this great work for even a few years, undoubtedly has a personal 
story of the chaos and disorder that a devastated family stares at when there is a sudden loss. If our goal is to protect 
Catholic families from the near devastation that our Venerable founder faced, then I have to tell the story of how I can 
help my brother Knights. The process of making sure one has adequate protection for the family is not painful; in fact, 
since we are brother Knights serving brother Knights, it is often a time of not only helping to protect all that is 
important to a family, but also a shared experience that leads to an abiding friendship.

There are two stories I’d like to relate.

The first is about a young boy named Julius. When Julius was 7 years old his mother, Irene, who was 37, died of cancer. 
His father, Norman, had two teenage girls along with 7-year-old Julius to support and raise. The family was forced to 
rely on the help and generosity of friends and relatives because Irene died without life insurance. Norman had a three-
hour commute to his job, but always supported his children’s activities. Julius excelled at sports, especially football, and 
his dad spent what little free time he had fostering Julius and his talent. Julius later admitted that he “was handed a life 
lesson early, growing up with one parent. It wasn’t the easiest life—my dad sacrificed a lot.”

Fast forward to Julius some 50 years later and he is married, has a wife and two children. He’s done quite well for 
himself both professionally and financially. He has had a distinguished career, and he has a considerable amount of life 
insurance to protect his family. Julius understands protection quite well after the early life he experienced. He 
understands the hardships of a family that loses a parent and what the children must go through. In his professional life 
he enjoyed considerable success because of those that protected him. For 13 years he was protected in his career. You 
see, that protection for Julius came in the form of 300-pound offensive linemen…nobody called him Julius. His 
nickname was “Boomer”—Boomer Esiason—a four-time Pro Bowler, an NFL Most Valuable Player and a Walter Peyton 
NFL Man of the Year. Most importantly, a husband to Cheryl and a father to Sydney and Gunnar.

“Life happens at the most unexpected of times, and life insurance is about protecting the future and the people you 
love,” Boomer says. “Remember, if something happens and you haven’t done the planning, the people you leave behind 
will feel the brunt of your mistakes.” That story comes from LifeHappens.org.

The other story is not similar at all. It’s about a member of the Knights of Columbus. He passed away recently, and like 
in Boomer’s family, left behind a spouse and several young children. There were no whispered worries at the funeral 
home. There was no GoFundMe page to raise money. There is no concern that the children will not go to college or that 
the wedding he promised his daughter would not take place. No, their home and future are secure. Who was that 
Knight? I don’t know; you don’t hear about those men. Because the council didn’t have to have a spaghetti dinner or 
pass the hat. But I assure you he was out there. But you’ll never know it…because he planned.

Let’s sit down and do some planning and put your mind at ease.

God Bless,

Todd Curtis, FIC, MDRT
Office phone: (757) 254-1420
11815 Fountain Way, Suite 300
Newport News, VA 23606
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Knights of Columbus Council 5480
100 Columbus Way
Newport News, VA 23606
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