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Brother Knights, 

We have a very busy month of October ahead of us, starting with the St. Joseph Icon at St. Jerome’s from 3 Oct – 6 
Oct, including at the Masses on Saturday and Sunday. The Icon will be at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church and 
School later in the month—details to follow. 

Please join Father Dan Beeman, of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, for the Rite of Dedication of a Church and Altar by His 
Excellency, The Most Reverend Barry C. Knestout, Friday, 4 Oct, 6:30 pm at Our Lady of Mount Carmel. A simple 
reception will follow. 

Delta Church Drive will be held Saturday, 5 Oct at the 5:00 pm Mass and 6 Oct at the 8:00 and 11:00 Masses. John 
O’Donnell, Council Chancellor, is leading other Brother Knights in the effort to engage fellow parishioners at St. 
Jerome to join the Knights of Columbus. Later in the month, we hope to have a Drive at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel. 

A Red Cross Blood Drive is being held in the Meeting Room on Tuesday, 15 Oct, 1:00 pm – 6:00 pm. This month, give 
blood and receive a $10 Amazon.com Gift Card by email, plus be entered in for a chance to win a $5000 gift card—
there will be three lucky winners. See ad on page 7 for a QR code to register for an appointment. 

The State Council Quarterly Meeting is being held at Council 5480. Brother Knights and Ladies will be coming to 
Newport News from all over the State of Virginia to conduct this business meeting 18 – 19 Oct. We could use help 
for a variety of roles. Contact Louis Federico, DD, PGK at 870-0573 or me if you are available and interested. 

There will be a 9-ball Pool Tournament and Chili Cook Off on Friday, 25 Oct at 6:00 pm. Entry fee is $5.00. There will 
be a sign-up sheet in the Lounge; for questions, contact George Koch. 

More events and programs are in the works; for example, Soccer Challenge (Pat McFadden), Catholic Citizenship 
Essay Contest (John Edwards), and Food for Families—your help would be appreciated. Details to follow. 

Last month, Sister David Ann Niski gave a short presentation on her work and that of the Bernardine Franciscan 
Sisters Foundation, helping to provide housing for the needy in our community. Check out www.bfranfound.org.  

We have found several of our Brother Knights without current email addresses, some without phone numbers, and 
five with incorrect mailing addresses—this makes it nearly impossible to contact them. If you recognize any of the 
following names, please let me know so we can contact them! Think of them as WANTED! (Like in the old westerns.) 

• James Hartman, formerly in Norfolk 

• Nicolas Fernandez, formerly in Newport News 

• Ronald McCoy, formerly in Yorktown 

• Johnny Ritchard, formerly in Poquoson 

• Patrick Ryan, formerly in Carrollton 

We are going to be looking for other Brother Knights without email addresses or phone numbers. In talking with 
your Brother Knights, if someone tells you they are not getting information, please let me know. 

Vivat Jesus! 

Ted Mauch, Grand Knight, Walter Pollard Council 5480 

Grand Knight’s Message 
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News to Use!!! 

When Father McGivney founded our Order, a key part of his mission was to help Catholic families attain a secure 
financial future. It was a hard time and place to be Catholic, but he didn’t want them to feel they had to let go of 
their Catholic identity to find that stability. He wanted them to see their Catholic community as a place of security – 
to know that here, their faith could grow. And here, their families would be protected.  

In keeping with that mission, Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly recently announced updates to our member benefits. 
Now, you might not even remember you have these benefits – in a sense, they’re the best kept secret of the Order, 
but I’m going to do my part in making sure they’re more widely known.  

I’d like to highlight some of these updates, starting with one that affects all of us.  

Whether or not you are an owner with the Knight of Columbus, you are entitled to the Member/Spouse Fraternal 
Benefit. This is an accidental death benefit for all members in good standing and their spouse. The benefit amount 
varies from $1,500-$5,000, depending on your age, whether you are an owner and how long you’ve been a member.  

The second update I’d like to call out is the Family Fraternal Benefit, which applies to owners. It’s guaranteed-issue 
insurance up to $10,000 to any child under age 18, regardless of physical or intellectual disabilities. This also includes 
an automatic $5,000 death benefit for children who die before age 61 days, including stillbirths from at least 20 
weeks after conception.  

Next is the Orphan Fraternal Benefit, which provides $500 monthly to an owner’s child who has lost both parents, up 
to age 19. This benefit also includes up to $5,000 per year in college scholarships, with a maximum total of $20,000, 
per eligible orphan.  

Finally, the Widow Benefit offers surviving spouses of Brother Knights who are owners, the opportunity to purchase 
life insurance, long-term care insurance, disability income insurance or annuities, and she and her children are 
eligible for scholarships.  

We strive to bring Father McGivney’s mission to life by offering you these valuable benefits. I would like to sit down 
with each and every one of you to walk you through the benefits available to you and your family. Please schedule 
an appointment with me as soon as possible.  

Thank you, and I pray that Blessed Michael McGivney watches over our families.  

PS. Please note our NEW phone number and office address. 

God Bless! 

Todd Curtis, FIC, MDRT 
Office phone: (757) 254-1420 
11815 Fountain Way, Suite 300 
Newport News, VA 23606 

Fraternal Benefits Agent 
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John Bollinger 10-01 
Lewis Stokes Jr. 10-01  
Samuel Weatherman 10-01 
John Hussion 10-02 
Leonard Rossi 10-02 
John Carter Jr. 10-05 
Patrick McFadden 10-05 
Ivan Rivera 10-05 
John Sweeney 10-05 
Martin Trejo 10-06 
Thomas Singer 10-07 
William Collins III 10-09 
Richard Macaluso 10-09 
Austin Marcotte 10-09 
Dwight Ruhlen Sr. 10-10 
Robert Filipiak 10-11 
Gerard McGough 10-11 

Michael Trunk 10-13 
Mickey Marcella Jr. 10-14 
Robert Bell-Garcia 10-15 
Dana Larson 10-15 
Dale Cruz 10-16 
Gary Sonnier 10-16 
Joseph Lay 10-17 
Walter Sargent III 10-17 
Brendan Konouck 10-18 
Michael Mullin 10-18 
David Salomon 10-18 
Jason Ingram 10-19 
William Beattie 10-20 
Juan Sanchez Arce 10-20 
Joseph Dimaggio 10-22 
Andrew Parr 10-22 
Robert Dann 10-23 

Raymond Ferrara 10-23 
Jose Rivera 10-23  
Kyle Harrington 10-24 
Frank Humphry 10-24 
Patrick Ryan 10-24 
Julio Soto Jr. 10-25 
George Smith 10-26  
David Delahoy 10-27 
Peter McGowan 10-28 
Scott Sheridan 10-28 
John Wainwright 10-28 
Peter Gaines 10-29 
Gary Kudlacik 10-30  
Brian Pollard 10-30 
Edward Schweiger 10-30 

This Month’s Birthdays 

Vincent and Marie Anania 10-03 
Kevin and Michelle Brink 10-03 
John and Christabelle O’Donnell 10-09  

Daniel and Margaret Baker 10-15 
Fred and Shirley Kulis 10-24 
William and Anja Alvesteffer 10-25 

This Month’s Anniversaries 

From the Faithful Navigator 

Worthy Sir Knights, future Sir Knights, and Brothers, 

Denbigh Day Parade: I am grateful for the increased participation at the parade, to include SKs who did not have 
ORD yet. Their participation wearing polo shirts increased our visibility. 

Join the Patriotic 4th Degree: I’m inviting non-4th Degree members to join the 4th Degree. For those members that 
are not already 3rd Degree, please plan to obtain that degree, then we can plan for your 4th Degree Exemplification.  

Veteran’s Day is coming up in November and I am asking and encouraging our members to share stories of your 
service with us all. These can be challenging stories, or stories of admiration or humor. It is important to honor our 
respective Service flags and songs but we need to hear from us veterans. Start thinking about what was most 
memorable in your service to our country. This will be an interactive celebration. 

Join us for the 1 Oct meeting: potluck at 6:00 pm, Rosary at 7:00 pm, and meeting at 7:30 pm. 

Fraternally, 

Steve Taylor, Faithful Navigator, Father Michael J. Bader Assembly 2430 
(757) 869-2952 
staylor344@gmail.com 

Bingo Callers Needed 

We need more Bingo Callers. The callers announce the balls as they are drawn, verify winners, etc. This job can be 
stressful, as the caller is in the spotlight for nearly four hours each session. We need eight more callers who can work 
one session per month. If you are interested in learning more, please reach out to Rick Schirm. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
6:00 pm - Pot 
Luck/Assembly 
Meeting 

2 3 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

4 
Open Night 

5 

6 7 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

8 
7:00 pm - Coun-
cil Meeting 

9 10 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

11 
Birthday Night 

12 

13 14 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

15 
1:00 pm - Red 
Cross Blood 
Drive 
7:00 pm - 5480 
Club Meeting 

16 17 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

18 
Open Night 
 
State Quarterly 
Meeting 

19 
State Quarterly 
Meeting 

20 21 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

22 
7:00 pm - Coun-
cil Meeting 

23 24 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

25 
6:00 pm - 9-Ball 
Tournament/
Chili Cookoff 

26 

27 28 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

29 30 31 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

  

October 2024 

The September 2024 Family of the Month are Patrick Mendola and family. Patrick and Suzanne Mendola are very 
active and helpful with Run for the Heart events, and being part of the program in past years for the Public Safety 
Dinner, where Suzanne sang beautifully! Please congratulate Patrick and Suzanne on their accomplishment. 

The September 2024 Knight of the Month is Mike Kessler. Mike is a a retired teacher, an assistant Bingo Manager, 
and is the Program Manager for PORT and Link of Hampton Roads. On behalf of all my Brother Knights, I want to 
commend you for all your hard work! 

Knight of the Month 

Family of the Month 
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For all lounge rentals, please contact Rick Schirm,  

Lounge Manager, 310-3242. 

Knights Den 
Lounge Information 

Roaring Knights Bartender Schedule 
for the Month 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

If a Knight is interested in tending bar or cannot 
make his scheduled evening, please contact Alberto 

Ríos at 814-5393 or riostoto@aol.com. 

Date Day Description Bartenders 

1 Tuesday Assembly Mtg. Howard 

4 Friday Open Night Rios 

8 Tuesday Council Meeting Koch 

11 Friday Birthday Night B. Johnson 

18 Friday Open Night Schirm 

22 Tuesday Council Meeting Koch 

25 Friday 9-Ball/Chili Schulte 

Faithful Navigator 
SK Steve Taylor    869-2952 
 
Faithful Friar 
Fr. SK George Prado   877-5021 
 
Faithful Captain 
SK Steve Chipman            707-303-5852 
 
Faithful Pilot 
SK George Koch         660-1049 
 
Faithful Comptroller 
SK Harold Hairston   877-1566 
 
Faithful Purser 
SK Bernie Gerlach    877-0126 
 
Faithful Scribe 
SK Patrick McFadden   593-0238  
 
Faithful Admiral 

SK Ted Mauch     282-8519 
 
Faithful Sentinels 
SK Reco Cotton (Inner)  508-1398 
SK Jose Velez (Inner)   660-6821  
SK Bill Johnson (Outer)  309-1135 
SK Bill Schulte (Outer)   399-9910  
 
Color Corps Commander 
SK Louis Federico    870-0573 
 
Color Corps Vice Commander 
SK Rick Schirm     310-3242 
 
Sick and Distressed 
Vacant 
 
Trustees 
1 Yr: SK Kiet Nguyen  
2 Yr: SK Louis Federico  870-0573 
3 Yr: SK Carroll Kelley    877-4865 

Fr. Michael J. Bader Assembly 2430 Directory  
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COUNCIL OFFICERS:    • OLMC Jessie Powell 254-2181 

Grand Knight Ted Mauch 282-8519  • St. Jerome Carroll Kelley 877-4865 
Deputy Grand Knight Pat McFadden 593-0238  KCIC Chairman Clem Danish 877-2751 
Chaplain Fr. George Prado 877-5021  Charities Jim Hooker 596-4765 
Financial Secretary Ron Gorman 930-0311   Adopt-A-Spot Alberto Rios 814-5393 
Chancellor John O’Donnell 609-1258   Boy Scout Liaison Jon Edwards 876-8386 
Warden Steve Taylor 869-2952  Nocturnal Adoration TBD  
Recorder  John Gallo 877-5869  Widows and Orphans Clem Danish 877-2751 

Treasurer  Harold Hairston 877-1566  Sick and Distressed Clem Danish 877-2751 
Advocate  Carroll Kelley 877-4865  Scheduling Bernie Gerlach 877-0126 
Guards:    District Deputy Louis Federico 870-0573  

• Outside Vacant   District Warden Rick Schirm 310-3242 
• Outside Bill Schulte 399-9910  Food Service Jessie Powell 254-2181 
• Inside Reco Cotton 508-1398  Church Bulletins:   
• Inside Bill Johnson 309-1135  • OLMC Carla Johnson 595-0385 

Trustees:    • St. Jerome Andrew Buckles 877-5021 
• One Year Joseph Drozdowski 930-3559  • St. Vincent de Paul Jeannie Klump 245-4234 
• Two Year Steve Chipman 707-303-5852  • OLQP  764-8582 
• Three Year Dominic Bevacqua      

Lecturer Rick Schirm 310-3242  VA STATE COUNCIL OFFICIALS FROM 5480: 
    District Deputy Louis Federico 870-0573  
DIRECTORS/CHAIRS:    Warden Rick Schirm 310-3242 
Membership Director John O’Donnell 609-1258  Warden Juan Rodriguez  
Program Director Pat McFadden 593-0238     
Faith Directors:    5480 CLUB, INC:      

• OLMC Pat McFadden 593-0238  President Kevin Konouck 602-2179 
• St. Jerome Carroll Kelley 877-4865  Vice President Jessie Powell 254-2181  
• OLQP    Secretary Harold Hairston 877-1566 

Family Director Louis Federico 870-0573   Treasurer John Edwards 876-8386 
Community Director Joe O’Brien 593-1141  Past President Bernie Gerlach 877-0126 
Life Director Steve Taylor 869-2952  Grand Knight John Edwards 876-8386 
Youth Chairman TBD   Faithful Navigator Steve Taylor 869-2952 
Youth Outreach TBD   Directors:   

Communications Dir. Rick Schirm 310-3242  • 3 Year Louis Federico 870-0573  
Photographers Marty Gorgen   • 3 Year Steve Chipman 707-303-5852 
 Angelo Cavone 469-8303  • 2 Year Steve Taylor 869-2952 
Health Services Dan Baker 713-4571  • 2 Year Joe O’Brien 593-1141  
Vocations Chairman Ted Mauch 282-8519  • 1 Year Carroll Kelley 877-4865 
Public Relations Rick Schirm 310-3242  • 1 Year Reco Cotton 508-1398 
Knightly News Editor Garth Hallenbeck 602-3913  Chairmen:   
Recruitment Chair Bill Johnson 309-1135  • Buildings/Grounds Alberto Rios 814-5393 
Retentions Chairman Steve Chipman 707-303-5852  • Lounge Manager Rick Schirm 310-3242 

Insurance Promotion Todd Curtis 254-1420   • Rental Agent Bernie Gerlach 877-0126 

KOVAR Co-Chairmen:    • Kitchen Manager Jessie Powell 254-2181  

Walter Pollard Council 5480 Directory 
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Sick, Recovering, and Deceased 
Brothers, we ask for your prayers and support for Brothers in need of healing and for prayers for the deceased. 

• Dean Jernigan 
• Craig Jernigan 
• Mary Litzinger 
• Cathy Drozdowski 
• Nancy Blymyer 

• Kathy Mortensen 
• Lucille Harr 
• Kelwyn D'Souza 
• Barbara Tucci 
• Dick Reye 

• Bernie Gerlach 
• Annabelle Arnold 
• Kiet Nguyen 
• Mark Lynch 
• Gerri Gasper 

Almighty and everlasting God, the eternal salvation of those who believe in 
You, hear us on behalf of Your servants who are sick, for whom we humbly 

beg the help of your mercy, so that, being restored to health, they may 
render thanks to you in Your Church through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Knights of Columbus Council 5480 
100 Columbus Way 
Newport News, VA 23606 


