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Brother Knights and Families! 

Ask yourself, “Why did I join the Knights of Columbus?” I bet the answer has something to do with growing in your 
faith, being a better Catholic, or socializing with like-minded Catholic gentlemen. We are still doing those same 
activities at Council 5480, week in and week out. Take our September social meeting, for example: we came 
together to learn about the history of where we live in a fun, social setting. Please consider coming to one of our 
meetings, and bring a Brother Knight with you—you don’t realize what a great experience you’re missing out on. 

Vivat Jesus! 

John Edwards, Grand Knight, Walter Pollard Council 5480 

Grand Knight’s Message 

Now Hear This!! 

State Quarterly Meeting 
• 14 Oct/8:00 a.m., Council Home 
• Contact John Edwards/Ted Mauch if you’d like to support 

Blood Drive 
• 17 Oct/7:00 p.m., Council Home 
• Visit www.redcrossblood.org/give 

Peninsula4Life Dinner 
• 20 Oct/6:00 p.m., Hampton Roads Convention Center, 1610 Coliseum Drive 

Hampton, VA 

Adopt-A-Spot 
• 21 Oct/8:15 a.m., Council Home 
• Coffee/doughnuts will be served 

Columbus Day Dinner  
• 21 Oct/6:30 p.m., Council Home 
• Fraternal Event to celebrate Columbus Day  

Corporate Mass 
• 29 Oct/9:00 a.m., St. Jerome’s 
• Need volunteers for Mass positions 

Trunk and Treat • 27 Oct/6:00 - 8:00 p.m., St. Jerome’s and Peninsula Catholic 

Greetings, Worthy Brothers and Families, 

I want to wish you all a Happy October; it’s full of events, check out the Now Hear This! Section. Your attendance and 
participation in Council events is truly needed—help if you can! 

See either John Edwards or me for 2023 Football Frenzy tickets! The drive ends 10 Oct. Tickets are $10.00 each; 
when you buy two, you get one FREE, redeemable online! 

Bingo takes place every Monday and Thursday. If you are not already participating or volunteering, consider giving a 
few hours of your time each month, and remember the more we make at Bingo, the more we can give to charity! 

Another way you can help is by volunteering to deliver Meals on Wheels for the Peninsula Agency on Aging, 757-873
-0541, for just a couple of hours a week! 

Ted Mauch, Deputy Grand Knight, Walter Pollard Council 5480 

Deputy Grand Knight’s Message 
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Caring for Our Own 

The Knights of Columbus isn’t just an insurance company. It’s a brotherhood, and so we do things differently. If we 
were just another insurance company, you’d be nothing more than customers – or potential customers – who only 
add value based on the products you purchase. But you’re not. You’re brothers, and so are we. After all, Father 
McGivney founded the Knights 141 years ago so we could help each other. So, we offer you products and services 
unique to our industry because we care deeply about the well being of you and your families. 

For starters, we extend to each member an Accidental Death benefit for free, just by virtue of their membership in 
the K of C. The program – which is only available in insurance jurisdictions – provides a benefit of $1,000 - $2,500 
upon the accidental death of any member or his spouse (subject to certain age restrictions). The program was 
launched at the 113th Supreme Council Meeting in 1994 and has provided more than $12.5 million in benefits. 

In addition to the Accidental Death benefit, the K of C offers a number of free services to our members and their 
families. First and foremost, we agents are committed to providing survivor assistance to widows and families left 
behind after the loss of a loved one. Most commercial agents would fill out the necessary paperwork and move on, 
but K of C agents will stand by you and help you contact your attorney to sort out the will, help make funeral 
arrangements, help you notify and coordinate with the council, help resolve financial matters, help you file claims 
(including claims with companies other than the K of C), and help file for survivor or Veteran’s benefits, if necessary. 

Secondarily, we offer two additional services to help Knights’ families plan. The first is Profiles Professional, a 
comprehensive and complimentary industry tool that helps you evaluate your family’s financial situation, and to 
determine what insurance protection, if any, may be needed. The second, the K of C Personal Planning Workbook, 
will help you record your final wishes and important information for your survivors. Both services are free. 

To our insurance members, we offer two additional programs: the Family Fraternal Benefit Program and the Orphan 
Fraternal Benefit Program.* 

The Family Fraternal Benefit Program offers insurance eligibility to uninsurable children. A $5,000 life insurance 
policy can be purchased at standard rates before the child is 61 days old, or at a rated premium if before the child’s 
18th birthday. Also, a $5,000 policy can be purchased for a mentally impaired child aged 3 - 18 years old at standard 
rates. Death benefit coverage is offered for those who have lost an infant less than 61 days after birth, or an unborn 
child in a stillbirth after the 20th week. (The Order affirms that life begins at conception. In this instance, the benefit 
requires a certified death certificate for the stillborn child, hence the 20-week rule.) 

The second fraternal benefit program available to insured members is the Orphan Fraternal Benefit Program. This 
extensive program also provides two benefits: an $80 monthly benefit for each eligible orphan, until their 19th 
birthday; and a scholarship program, which grants eligible orphans up to $1,750 per year for a four-year period. 

In a letter addressing the programs, former Supreme Knight Carl Anderson noted that “These benefits augment the 
tradition of fraternity established by Father McGivney, namely, that the Order cares for its own; it expands upon a 
basic reason for which he founded the Order: ‘of rendering pecuniary aid to its members, their families, and 
beneficiaries of members and their families.’” These benefits are part of what makes us unique; so, get to know all of 
our fraternal benefits, and the ways in which you may benefit from them. Contact me today to learn more. 

*To be eligible for both the Family Fraternal Benefit and Orphan Fraternal Benefit Programs, the member must be in 
good standing, and either he or his wife must be insured under a Knights of Columbus certificate requiring an annual 
premium of at least $150 or providing at least $5,000 in permanent life insurance coverage. Eligibility for the Orphan 
Fraternal Benefit Program is also contingent on the child being covered by an individual K of C certificate. 

God Bless! 

Historic Triangle Office, Williamsburg 
Todd Curtis, FIC, MDRT 
Office phone: (866) 868-1492 

Fraternal Benefits Agent 
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John Bollinger 10/1 
Lewis Stokes 10/1 
Samuel Weatherman 10/1 
Rinaldo Brolli 10/2 
John Hussion 10/2 
Leonard Rossi 10/2 
John Carter 10/5 
Patrick McFadden 10/5 
Ivan Rivera 10/5 
John Sweeney 10/5 
Martin Trejo 10/6 
Thomas Singer 10/7 
William Collins 10/9 
Richard Macaluso 10/9 
Austin Marcotte 10/9 
Edward Goff 10/10 
Dwight Ruhlen 10/10 
Robert Filipiak 10/11 

Gerard McGough 10/11 
Michael Trunk 10/13 
Mickey Marcella 10/14 
Robert Bell-Garcia 10/15 
Dana Larson 10/15 
Dale Cruz 10/16 
Gary Sonnier 10/16 
Joseph Lay 10/17 
Walter Sargent 10/17 
Brendan Konouck 10/18 
Michael Mullin 10/18 
David Salomon 10/18 
Jason Ingram 10/19 
William Beattie 10/20 
Juan Sanchez Arce 10/20 
Joseph Dimaggio 10/22 
Eddie Mendez 10/22 
Andrew Parr 10/22 

Robert Dann 10/23 
Raymond Ferrara 10/23 
Jose Rivera 10/23 
Kyle Harrington 10/24 
Frank Humphry 10/24 
Patrick Ryan 10/24 
Julio Soto 10/25 
George Smith 10/26 
David Delahoy 10/27 
Peter McGowan 10/28 
Scott Sheridan 10/28 
John Wainwright 10/28 
Peter Gaines 10/29 
Gary Kudlacik 10/30 
Brian Pollard 10/30 
Edward Schweiger 10/30 

October Birthdays 

Vincent and Marie Anania 10/3 
Kevin and Michelle Brink 10/3 
John and Christabelle O'Donnell 10/9 
Daniel and Margaret Baker 10/15 
Fred and Shirley Kulis 10/24 
William and Anja Alvesteffer 10/25 

October Anniversaries 

The October 2023 Knight of the Month is Brother Knight Patrick McFadden. He has been a member of the Knights 
since 2000. Pat is active in the Church, School, Council, and Community. He helps out where he can and attends 
meetings regularly. When I asked for help with a Brother Knight who needed help with the Soccer Challenge, Pat 
stepped up right away. When you see Pat at bingo, coaching at OLMC and PCHS, or at meetings, take a minute to 
congratulate him on his accomplishment. 

Knight of the Month 

The October 2023 Family of the Month are the Wares. They are members of Saint Jerome Catholic Church, joining 
more than 20 years ago. Myeron is part owner and brew master at Gloucester Brewing Company; you may recognize 
their John Beere at the lounge. Liz is a financial advisor with Williamsburg Financial Group; they are the folks that 
manage the Council investments.  They have three children, two who are grown and moved out, and Casey, who 
attends OLMC School. They volunteer their time supporting the Saint Jerome Mission trip to Buckingham County, 
CareNet, PORT Emergency Homeless Shelter, and the Foodbank of the Virginia Peninsula. When you see Myeron, or 
his family, congratulate them on their accomplishment. 

Family of the Month 

• David Diflore, transfer from Council 7469, Yorktown, VA 
• Sean Peters, transfer from Chesapeake, VA 

New Knights 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

3 
6:30 pm - Pot 
Luck/Assembly 
Meeting 

4 5 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

6 
Open Night 

7 

8 9 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

10 
7:00 pm - Coun-
cil Meeting 

11 12 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

13 
Birthday Night 

14 
8:00 am - Fall 
Quarterly 
Meeting (NN)  

15 16 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

17 
5480 Club 
Meeting 

18 19 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

20 
Movie Night 

21 
8:15 am - Adopt
-A-Spot/6:30 pm 
- Columbus Day 
Dinner 

22 23 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

24 
7:00 pm - Coun-
cil Meeting 

25 26 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

27 
Game Night 

28 

29 
9:00 am - Cor-
porate Mass at 
St. Jerome’s 

30 
5:30 pm - Bingo 
 

31 
Halloween 

    

October 2023 

Almighty and everlasting God, the eternal salvation of those 
who believe in You, hear us on behalf of Your servants who are 
sick, for whom we humbly beg the help of your mercy, so that, 

being restored to health, they may render thanks to you in 
Your Church through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Sick, Recovering, and Deceased 

***Nocturnal Adoration at OLMC has been postponed until further notice.*** 

Brothers, we ask for your prayers and support for Brothers in need of healing. We also ask for prayers for the 
deceased. 

• Jim Buckman 
• Ethan Knoble’s grandfather 
• Stanley Baker 
• Dean Jernigan 
• Craig Jernigan 
• Family of Remo D’Antonio 
• Mary Litzinger 
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For all lounge rentals, please contact PGK/PFN Car-
roll Kelley, Lounge Manager. 

Knights Den 
Lounge Information 

Roaring Knights October 2023 
Bartender Schedule 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If a Knight is interested in tending bar or cannot 
make his scheduled evening, please contact Alberto 

Ríos at 814-5393 or riostoto@aol.com. 

Date Day Description Bartenders 

3 Tuesday Assembly Mtg. Howard 

6 Friday Open Night Rios/Hill/Johnson 

10 Tuesday Council Meeting Edwards/Gerlach 

13 Friday Birthday Night Johnson/Koch 

24 Tuesday Council Meeting Davulco 

27 Friday Game Night McFadden/Johnson 

Faithful Navigator 
SK Steve Taylor    869-2952 
 
Faithful Friar 
Fr. SK George Prado   877-5021 
 
Faithful Captain 
SK Steve Chipman            707-303-5852 
 
Faithful Pilot 
SK George Koch         660-1049 
 
Faithful Comptroller 
SK Harold Hairston   877-1566 
 
Faithful Purser 
SK Bernie Gerlach    877-0126 
 
Faithful Scribe 
SK Joe O’Brien     874-7965 

Faithful Admiral 
SK Ted Mauch     282-8519 
 
Faithful Sentinels 
SK Rico Cotton     508-1398 
SK Juan Rodriguez 
 
Color Corps Commander 
SK Louis Federico    870-0573 
 
Color Corps Vice Commander 
SK Rick Schirm     310-3242 
 
Sick and Distressed 
SK Tony Merendino   872-7113 
 
Trustees 
1 Yr: SK Kiet Nguyen  
2 Yr: SK Louis Federico  870-0573 
3 Yr: SK Carroll Kelley    877-4865 

Fr. Michael J. Bader Assembly 2430 Directory  
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COUNCIL OFFICERS:    • OLMC Jessie Powell 254-2181 

Grand Knight John Edwards 876-8386  • St. Jerome Carroll Kelley 877-4865 
Deputy Grand Knight Ted Mauch 282-8519  KCIC Chairman Jim Healy 867-5145 
Chaplain Fr. George Prado 877-5021  Charities Jim Hooker 596-4765 
Financial Secretary Dan Richards 594-9241   Adopt-A-Spot Alberto Rios 814-5393 
Chancellor Steve Taylor 869-2952  Boy Scout Liaison Jonathan Sargent 525-0077 
Warden John O’Donnell 609-1258   Nocturnal Adoration   
Recorder  Angelo Cavone 469-8303  Widows and Orphans Clement Danish 877-2751 

Treasurer  Harold Hairston 877-1566  Sick and Distressed Clement Danish 877-2751 
Advocate  Carroll Kelley 877-4865  Scheduling Bernie Gerlach 877-0126 
Guards:    District Deputy Louis Federico 870-0573  

• Inside Bill Johnson 309-1135  District Warden Rick Schirm 310-3242 
• Inside Ethan Knobel   Food Service Jessie Powell 254-2181 
• Outside Reco Cotton 508-1398  Church Bulletins:   
• Outside Pat McFadden 593-0238   • OLMC Carla Johnson 595-0385 

Trustees:    • St. Jerome Andrew Buckles 877-5021 
• One Year Gabe Franco 877-4423  • St. Vincent de Paul Jeannie Klump 245-4234 
• Two Year Joseph Drozdowski 930-3559  • OLQP  764-8582 
• Three Year Steve Chipman 707-303-5852     

Lecturer Clement Danish 877-2751  VA STATE COUNCIL OFFICIALS FROM 5480: 
    District Deputy Louis Federico 870-0573  
DIRECTORS/CHAIRS:    Warden Rick Schirm 310-3242 
Membership Director Steve Taylor 869-2952  Warden Juan Rodriguez  
Programs Director Ted Mauch 282-8519     
Faith Directors:    5480 CLUB, INC:      

• OLMC Pat McFadden 593-0238  President Bernie Gerlach 877-0126 
• St. Jerome Joe O’Brien 593-1141   Vice President Kevin Konouck 602-2179 
• OLQP    Secretary Harold Hairston 877-1566 

Family Director Louis Federico 870-0573   Treasurer John Edwards 876-8386 
Community Director Fredy Jurkowitsch 804-382-0382  Grand Knight John Edwards 876-8386 
Life Director Steve Taylor 869-2952  Faithful Navigator Steve Taylor 869-2952 
Youth Chairman TBD   Past President Alberto Rios 814-5393 
Youth Outreach TBD   Directors:   

Youth Outreach Dean Jernigan 596-4034   • 3 Year Joe O’Brien 593-1141  
Communications Dir. Rick Schirm 310-3242  • 3 Year Steve Taylor 869-2952 
Photographers Kiet Nguyen   • 2 Year Carroll Kelley 877-4865 
 Angelo Cavone 469-8303  • 2 Year Reco Cotton 508-1398 
Health Services Dan Baker 713-4571  • 1 Year Bill Johnson 309-1135 
Vocations Chairman Ted Mauch 282-8519  • 1 Year Joseph Drozdowski 930-3559 
Public Relations Rick Schirm 310-3242  Chairmen:   
Knightly News Editor Garth Hallenbeck 602-3913  Buildings/Grounds Alberto Rios 814-5393 
Recruitment Chair Bill Johnson 309-1135  Lounge Manager Carroll Kelley 877-4865 

Retentions Chairman Steve Chipman 707-303-5852  Rental Agent Bernie Gerlach 877-0126 

Insurance Promotion Todd Curtis 508-0171  Kitchen Manager Joe Drozdowski 930-3559 
KOVAR Co-Chairmen:       

Walter Pollard Council 5480 Directory 
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From the Faithful Navigator 

Worthy Sir Knights, future Sir Knights, and Brothers, 

• 3 Oct: Assembly 2430 Meeting; Potluck 6:00 p.m. | Rosary 7:00 p.m. | Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
• 4 Nov: Past Grand Knight/Past Faithful Navigator Dinner; Columbus Way 
• 7 Nov: Assembly 2430 Meeting; Potluck 6:00 p.m. | Rosary 7:00 p.m. | Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
• 10 Nov: Veteran’s Day Ceremony; Columbus Way 
• 6 Jan: Right to Life Dinner; more information to follow 

I would like to congratulate the following candidates who participated in the 30 Sep Exemplification and are now our 
newest Sir Knights. 

• Sir Knight Ed Rock 
• Sir Knight Ethan Knobel 
• Sir Knight John Gallo 
• Sir Knight Bill Schulte 

I thank all the Knights who played any role in supporting the planning and implementation to ensure that the 
exemplification was successful. I also thank the ladies who carried out such an enjoyable Ladies Rock Painting 
program: Nancy Brinkley (artist), Jayne Taylor, Fonda Mauch, and Jane Patterson (mother-in-law). 

Just a short note about what the 4th degree is:   

• When the Knights of Columbus was founded in 1882, three principles united its members: charity, unity, and 
fraternity. At that time, people feared that members of the Catholic faith owed their entire allegiance to the 
Church and could not be trusted as citizens of their country. Patriotism was added to the Order’s principles in 
1900, based on the idea that Knights are loyal to both God and country. 

• Members who wish to live out patriotism together can join “the Fourth Degree.” Members of this degree have 
the special honor of holding the title “Sir Knight,” participating in color and honor guards, and organizing 
programs that promote Catholic citizenship, such as our recent 4th of July Flag Raising, Veteran’s Day, Memorial 
Day, and honoring brother Knights during funerals or memorials.  

Vivat Jesus, 

Steve Taylor, Faithful Navigator, Father Michael J. Bader Assembly 2430 
(757) 282-8519 

The 5480 Club Nominating Committee, led by Jim Healey, proposes the following slate of officers for the 2023–2024 
year: 

• President: Kevin Konouck 
• Vice President: Jessie Powell 
• Secretary: Harold Hairston 
• Treasurer: John Edwards 
• Immediate Past President: Bernie Gerlach 
• Three-year Director: Louis Federico  
• Three-year Director: At large 

5480 Club Notes 



8 

 

Denbigh Day Parade 

Assembly 2430 participated in the 63rd Annual Denbigh Day Parade. We were one of more than 60 groups and 1200 
individuals participating in the mile-long parade down Denbigh Boulevard. 
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Soccer Challenge 

Council 5480 hosted a Soccer Challenge on Saturday, 16 Sep. Over twenty youth from local parishes attended. Thank 
you to Pat McFadden, Gabe and Christina Franco, and Angelo Cavone for running this fine event. 
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Knights of Columbus Council 5480 
100 Columbus Way 
Newport News, VA 23606 


