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Grand Knight’s Message

Vivat Jesus, Brothers and Families—

November is a month of gratitude and remembrance—thanks for kicking off our fraternal year with energy and charity. 
Your presence at meetings, Bingo, parish events, and socials shows our community what Knights do best: pray, serve, 
and show up for each other. Here’s our November plan (per officers’ feedback and email confirmations):

• Tue, Nov 11 – Veterans Celebration led by Steve Chipman. Let’s fill the hall with gratitude for those who wore the
uniform and make it a warm evening of fellowship and thanks.

• Tue, Nov 18 – Council Memorial Mass led by PGK Ted Mauch. We will prayerfully remember our departed
brothers and their families.

• Tue, Nov 25 – Regular Council Business Meeting—I’ll be back in the chair.

A word from the heart on Veterans Day: as Knights, our principle of Patriotism calls us to more than flags and fanfare. It 
calls us to remember the sacrifice—the missed birthdays, the empty chairs, the wounds seen and unseen. To every 
veteran in our council and parish: thank you. To the families who held the home front: thank you. May our words of 
appreciation be matched by concrete acts of support and fraternity throughout the year.

Please continue to invite a brother we haven’t seen in a while, wear your KofC gear, and join us in the Rosary at 6:30 
p.m. before our meetings. If you can lend a hand at Bingo or parish activities this month, jump in—we always need a 
few more hands and a few more smiles. Let’s make November a month of prayerful remembrance, grateful celebration, 
and steady service.

Fraternally yours, 

Pat McFadden, Grand Knight, Walter Pollard Council 5480

Deputy Grand Knight’s Message

Brother Knights,

As we enter the month of November, let us reflect on the guiding principles of our Order: Charity, Unity, Fraternity, 
and Patriotism. These are more than words: they’re a call to action in how we live, serve, and support each other.

This month brings several opportunities to put those principles into practice:

4 Nov is Election Day. I encourage all of you to fulfill your civic duty by voting. Participating in the democratic process is 
a powerful expression of our commitment to patriotism and the common good.

On 11 Nov, we celebrate Veterans Day. Let us honor and thank the brave men and women—including many of our 
own members—who have served and sacrificed for our freedom.

 And on 18 Nov, we will gather for our Council’s Memorial Mass to remember and pray for our departed brothers. 
Please make every effort to attend as we honor their legacy and faith.

Let’s continue to stand together in unity and encourage one another in faith, service, and brotherhood.

Vivat Jesus!

Jonathan Sargent, Deputy Grand Knight, Walter Pollard Council 5480
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It’s my privilege to recognize Brother John Gallo as our Knight of the Month.

John is one of those steady, joyful forces you can count on—always prepared, always helpful, and always radiating the 
best of Catholic values in the parish and community. As our Recorder, he keeps us anchored with accurate minutes and 
clear communications, quietly ensuring our council’s work is documented and organized. He regularly jumps in at Bingo 
and supports council events and committees—including offering thoughtful, source-grounded input on current policy 
work—never seeking the spotlight, always serving with a positive spirit.

Why John stands out

• Service in office: reliable, precise Recorder who keeps our records straight and our officers informed.

• Hands-on help: shows up for Bingo and council events—doing the unglamorous work that makes everything run.

• Committee contributor: offers careful, respectful feedback and asks for proper citations to align our practices 
with Supreme guidance.

• Witness in the community: a calm, encouraging presence who represents the Knights—and our faith—
exceptionally well.

Brother John, thank you for your fidelity to Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism. You make our council better.

It’s a joy to recognize Gabe and Christina Franco as our Family of the Month.

The Francos are pillars of our council life—quietly dependable, constantly encouraging, and always ready to serve. They 
support our Bingo operations (including recent QA-room coverage) and routinely step up to plan and run social events 
that bring our parish and council together. Their spirit of hospitality draws people in; their steady commitment keeps 
things moving; and their joyful witness to Catholic family life inspires those who serve alongside them.

Why the Franco family stands out

• Hands-on Bingo service: regular QA-room coverage and proactive scheduling to keep shifts filled and operations 
smooth.

• Event leadership and hospitality: key contributors to council socials—most recently helping carry International 
Dinner momentum in October and continuing to pitch in wherever needed.

• Team players on committees: thoughtful, constructive voices who help the council plan well and execute with 
care.

• A Catholic witness in action: Their gracious presence, encouragement of others, and willingness to do the 
“unseen” work model Charity, Unity, and Fraternity.

Gabe and Christina, thank you for the countless ways you strengthen our brotherhood and bless our parish community. 
Congratulations!

Vivat Jesus!

Pat McFadden, Grand Knight, Walter Pollard Council 5480

Knight and Family of the Month
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Greetings my fellow Sir Knights,

We will be celebrating Veterans Day on Tuesday, 11 Nov, with a ceremony starting at 6:00 p.m. We will have the 
traditional potluck and Rosary at 7:00 p.m. I look forward to seeing you all there.

For planning purposes, there will be a Fourth Degree Exemplification on 28 Feb in Virginia Beach. This is the closest one 
to Newport News, so if you know of any Third Degree Knights, please let them know of this opportunity.

I hope you all have a Happy Thanksgiving and are able to spend it with family and friends.

Vivat Jesus,

Steve Chipman, Faithful Navigator, Father Michael J. Bader Assembly 2430

From the Faithful Navigator
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This Month’s Birthdays
James Barnes, Jr. 11/01
Michael Haduck, Jr. 11/02
Thomas Moritz 11/02
Martin Goergen 11/03
Connor Muha 11/03
Angel Pereira 11/03
Joseph Sinnott 11/03
Gary Boyle 11/04
Rodney Van Treeck 11/05
David Difiore 11/07
Patrick Gillroy 11/08
John Howard 11/08
Juan Vivar 11/08
Norman Harr 11/09
John Blascak 11/11
James Bradley, Jr. 11/11
Leonard Carota 11/11
Alphonse Cusano 11/11
John Nightingale 11/11
Eric Theisen 11/11
Charles Grimm 11/12
Thomas Kelly 11/12

Christopher Waltz 11/12
Noah Williams 11/12
Sean Gatz 11/14
Shawn McNeill 11/15
Kenneth McLean 11/17
Mark Rieg 11/17
Richard Muhich 11/19
Stephen Raschke, Jr. 11/19
Thomas Gassman 11/20
Anthony Merendino 11/22
Joe Melnick 11/23
Paul Toth 11/23
Bernard Hudson 11/24
Robert Tardif 11/25
Derek Favret 11/26
Ferdinand Gozum 11/26
Stephen Hallissey, Jr. 11/26
Todd Curtis 11/27/1967
Michael Dunbar 11/27
Michael Chittenden 11/29
George Gounley 11/30
Roccie Lauria IV 11/30

This Month’s Anniversaries
Peter and Chistine Gibino 11/02
Mark and Colleen Harvey 11/02
Jason and Jodie Ingram 11/08
Leonard and Tammi Rossi 11/09
John and Herta Marston 11/13
James Suki Ebertowski 11/18
Clement and Carol Danish. Jr. 11/20

Raymond and Valerie Ferrara 11/22
Ysaac and Angelica Chabo 11/24
Benjamin and Michelle Elefante 11/24
John and Robin Young 11/24
Everet and Greta Jeffries 11/27
Walter and Donna Smigielski 11/27
Richard and Paula Krewinghaus 11/29

Worthy Brothers,

• Membership billing for 2026 starts in December. We use email for dues notices—please make sure we have your 
desired email address on file.

• Please complete the Individual Council Fraternal Survey. This is your chance to tell Supreme how many hours of 
charity, unity, and fraternity you provided this year. There are copies available in the Lounge and Meeting Room.

• Congratulations, honorary and honorary life membership: the following Brothers have achieved a remarkable 
milestone as Knights:

• Honorary: John Davidson, Jerome Hempfling, Michael Dunbar, William Barry, David Mazary, Mark Harvey, 
Dennis Jarabak, Richard Muhich, Richard Myott Jr., Richard Niewola, William Smith Jr., and Steven Wos.

• Honorary Life: Julio Santiago, Anthony Kraus, Michael Lewis, Robert Gilliam, Herbert Collins, Daniel Driscoll, 
Ronny Garcia, Jose Murga, Albert Manzlak Jr, Jessie Powell, Steve Raschke Sr., and Raymond Yeakey.

Vivat Jesus,

Ron Gorman, Financial Secretary, Walter Pollard Council 5480

From the Financial Secretary



November 2025
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2 3
5:30 pm - Bingo

4
6:00 pm - 
Assembly 
Meeting 
(Bartender: 
Howard)

5 6
5:30 pm - Bingo

7
Hispanic Night 
(Bartender: Rios)

8

9 10
5:30 pm - Bingo

11
7:00 pm - 
Council Meeting 
(Bartender: 
Koch)

12 13
5:30 pm - Bingo

14
Birthday Night 
(Bartender: 
Johnson)

15

16 17
5:30 pm - Bingo

18
7:00 pm - 5480 
Club Meeting

19 20
5:30 pm - Bingo

21
Poker Night
(Bartender: 
Schulte)

22

23 24
5:30 pm - Bingo

25
7:00 pm - 
Council Meeting
(Bartender: 
Koch)

26 27
5:30 pm - Bingo

28
Open Night 
(Bartender: 
Chipman)

29/30

Knights’ Den Lounge Information

• Group seating
• Bar

• Refreshments
• Games

• Large screen television
• Music

The lounge offers:

For all lounge rentals, please contact George Koch, Lounge Manager, at 660-1049. 
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Fr. Michael J. Bader Assembly 2430 Directory
Faithful Navigator
SK Steve Chipman 703-303-5852

Faithful Admiral
SK Steve Taylor 869-2952

Faithful Friar
Fr. SK George Prado 877-5021

Faithful Sentinels
SK Reco Cotton (Inner)
SK Angelo Cavone (Inner)
SK Bill Johnson (Outer)
SK Joe O’Brien (Outer)

508-1398
469-8303
309-1135
593-1141 

Faithful Captain
SK George Koch 660-1049

Color Corps Commander
SK Louis Federico 870-0573

Faithful Pilot
SK Bill Schulte 399-9910

Color Corps Vice Comm.
SK Rick Schirm 310-3242

Faithful Comptroller
SK Harold Hairston 877-1566

Sick and Distressed
Vacant

Faithful Purser
SK Jose Velez

Trustees
1 Yr: SK Louis Federico
2 Yr: SK Carroll Kelley 
3 Yr: SK Ted Mauch 

870-0573
877-4865
282-8519

Faithful Scribe
SK Pat McFadden 593-0238

5

Sick, Recovering, and Deceased
Brothers, we ask for your prayers and support for those in need of healing and for prayers for the deceased:

Jon Sargent
Cheryl Smith (Steve Chipman’s mother)
Kiet Nguyen
Brenda (Dom Bevacqua’s sister-in-law)
Marty Goergen
Rick Schirm
Clem Danish’s cousin
Fonda Mauch
Louis Federico’s mother-in-law

Amy (Louis Federico’s daughter)
Len Carota

Almighty and everlasting God, the eternal salvation of those who believe in You, hear us on behalf of Your servants 
who are sick, for whom we humbly beg the help of your mercy, so that, being restored to health, they may render 

thanks to you in Your Church through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Walter Pollard Council 5480 Directory
COUNCIL OFFICERS Insurance Promotion Todd Curtis 254-1420 
Grand Knight Pat McFadden 593-0238 KOVAR Co-Chairmen:
Deputy Grand Knight Jonathan Sargent 525-0077 • OLMC Jessie Powell 254-2181
Chaplain Fr. George Prado 877-5021 • St. Jerome Carroll Kelley 877-4865
Financial Secretary Ron Gorman 930-0311 KCIC Chairman Clem Danish 877-2751
Chancellor Steve Taylor 869-2952 Charities Jim Hooker 596-4765
Warden Bill Schulte 399-9910 Adopt-A-Spot Alberto Rios 814-5393
Recorder John Gallo 869-3346 Boy Scout Liaison Jon Edwards 876-8386
Treasurer Harold Hairston 877-1566 Nocturnal Adoration (OLMC) TBD
Advocate Carroll Kelley 877-4865 Widows and Orphans Clem Danish 877-2751
Guards: Sick and Distressed Clem Danish 877-2751

• Outside Angelo Cavone 469-8303 Scheduling Bernie Gerlach 877-0126
• Outside Tony Velez District Deputy Louis Federico 870-0573 
• Inside Reco Cotton 508-1398 District Warden Juan Rodriguez
• Inside Neil Rosenbaum 535-9279 State Social Media Chairman Juan Rodriguez

Trustees: Food Service Jessie Powell 254-2181
• One Year Steve Chipman 707-303-5852 Church Bulletins:
• Two Year Dominic Bevacqua • OLMC Carla Johnson 595-0385
• Three Year Ted Mauch 282-8519 • St. Jerome Andrew Buckles 877-5021

Lecturer Rick Schirm 310-3242 • St. Vincent de Paul Jeannie Klump 245-4234
• OLQP 764-8582

DIRECTORS/CHAIRS
Membership Director Steve Taylor 869-2952 5480 CLUB, INC.
Program Director Jonathan Sargent 525-0077 President Kevin Konouck 602-2179
Faith Directors: Vice President Jessie Powell 254-2181 

• OLMC Pat McFadden 593-0238 Secretary Harold Hairston 877-1566
• St. Jerome Carroll Kelley 877-4865 Treasurer John Edwards 876-8386
• OLQP Past President Bernie Gerlach 877-0126

Family Director Louis Federico 870-0573 Grand Knight Ted Mauch 282-8519
Community Director Joe O’Brien 593-1141 Faithful Navigator Steve Taylor 869-2952
Life Director Steve Taylor 869-2952 Directors:
Youth Chairman TBD • 3 Year Louis Federico 870-0573 
Youth Outreach TBD • 3 Year Steve Chipman 707-303-5852
Communications Dir. Rick Schirm 310-3242 • 2 Year Steve Taylor 869-2952
Photographers Marty Gorgen • 2 Year Joe O’Brien 593-1141 

Angelo Cavone 469-8303 • 1 Year Carroll Kelley 877-4865
Health Services Dan Baker 713-4571 • 1 Year Reco Cotton 508-1398
Vocations Chairman Ted Mauch 282-8519 Chairmen:
Public Relations Rick Schirm 310-3242 • Buildings/Grounds Alberto Rios 814-5393
Knightly News Editor Garth Hallenbeck 602-3913 • Lounge Manager George Koch 660-1049
Recruitment Chair Pat McFadden 593-0238 • Rental Agent Bernie Gerlach 877-0126
Retentions Chairman Steve Taylor 869-2952 • Kitchen Manager Jessie Powell 254-2181 
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Fraternal Benefits Agent

Long-Term Care Awareness Month

As Thanksgiving approaches at the end of the month, I like to take stock of all the things I’m thankful for. 

It is easy to say family and friends, those are blessings; and we sometimes take them for granted…but how about the 
little things in life. It might be that smile you get from person who hands you your cup of coffee in the morning, it may 
be relishing the crisp air on an autumn day. It may be a simple stroll in the park marveling at God’s nature abounding. 
Maybe the joy of helping an older neighbor with a chore. All little things to be thankful for.

When I think about helping older neighbors, I often wonder just how many members have taken advantage of help that 
they might need as they age. Some won’t be able to do the simple activities of daily living. They’ll need assistance, and 
with our mobile society may not have a relative nearby to help. That’s where our Knights of Columbus Long Term Care 
Insurance plan might help.

Many people don’t know how a long-term care (LTC) insurance policy helps cover the costs of care when the policy 
holder has a chronic medical condition, a disability, or a disorder such as Alzheimer’s disease. You can receive care in 
your home, a nursing home, an assisted living facility, or an adult day care center.

LTC insurance helps protect all those assets you’ve worked so hard for over the years: your house, IRAs, savings, 
investments. They could all be wiped out with even a short stay in a nursing home. Do you know of anyone or even 
have a loved one that has required extended care? The cost of this type of care can be astronomical! Without LTC 
insurance, many families can and do face a serious financial crisis.  

Most people aren’t eager to talk about long-term care, but it’s important to have a plan. Many people want to wait until 
they are in their 60s or 70s before they start to consider long term care. But at younger ages it’s more likely you can 
qualify…and the price is less expensive when you’re younger.  

I can help design a plan to fit your needs…and your budget. With that you can have peace of mind that you will get the 
care you need, when you need it and where you want it.

Let’s talk and see how you can design a strategy to protect your assets.

God Bless,

Todd Curtis, FIC, MDRT
Office phone: (757) 254-1420
11815 Fountain Way, Suite 300
Newport News, VA 23606
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Knights of Columbus Council 5480
100 Columbus Way
Newport News, VA 23606
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