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Brother Knights,

May is a very busy month, with a variety of events planned:

I want to recognize and thank Carroll Kelly (GK Delegate), John Edwards (DGK Delegate), Steve Chipman (Alternate 
Delegate), Pat McFadden (Alternate Delegate), and Ron Gorman (Financial Secretary), who will be representing 
Walter Pollard Council 5480 at this year’s 125th Annual Meeting and State Convention of the Virginia State Council, 
which will be held May 2 – 4 at the Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront hotel.

9 May: The Peninsula Catholic High School Appreciation Dinner takes place at 6:00 p.m. at the school. RSVP to 
Margaret Jerasa at mjerasa@peninsulacatholic.org. As I wrote earlier, Ms. Jerasa has told me she has only received a 
few RSVPs (some have given her our Council #s, some have not); please RSVP as soon as possible and include any 
food restrictions.

9 May: Birthday Night in the Council Lounge starting at 7:00 p.m.

11 May: We will honor our mothers with the Mothers Days Breakfast from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. If you are 
planning to attend, please sign up via this SignUpGenius link (www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E4FA5AB22A20-
56540193-mothers) or via the sign-up sheet in the Lounge so we can accurately purchase food. In addition to 
attending, we will be collecting baby supplies for our Parish outreach ministries. If you can help with the breakfast, 
please reach out to Neil Rosenbaum, Bill Schulte, or our DGK, Pat McFadden, to get the details of how you can help. 
I look forward to seeing you there.

13 May: Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m. Rosary and 7:00 p.m. meeting.

17 May: Adopt-A-Spot, 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m., showtime at 8:15 a.m.

20 May: Red Cross Blood Drive, scheduled from 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. See the flyer advertisement for the Blood 
Drive on page 2 of this newsletter.

20 May: 5480 Club Meeting at 7:00 pm in the Lounge—all members welcome!

27 May: Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m. Rosary and 7:00 p.m. meeting.

Check the other articles and the calendar for additional events and news!

Please keep the late Pope Francis in your prayers (www.kofc.org/en/papal/francis.html), as well as the Conclave 
starting on 7 May to elect a new Pope.

If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to me by phone, text, or email.

Ted Mauch, Grand Knight, Walter Pollard Council 5480, (757) 282-8519, tedamauch@gmail.com

Grand Knight’s Message 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E4FA5AB22A20-56540193-mothers
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E4FA5AB22A20-56540193-mothers
http://www.kofc.org/en/papal/francis.html
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We are hoping that all members will help contribute to helping save lives by contributing to the Peninsula Walk4Life 
at Newport News Park on 10 May 2025. More so than wanting you to commit to walking, we would like…pray…that 
you will donate to the cause for life. Instead of donating through the K of C, we would like for you to donate to 
either OLMC or St. Jerome. Below are the QR codes for you to use…please do so.  

St. Jerome QR Code  OLMC QR Code

Peninsula Walk4Life 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
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Rev. Vicente Diesta 05/01 
David Litzinger 05/01 
Keith Stokes 05/03 
Paul Carter 05/04 
Frank Diodato 05/04 
John Millan 05/04 
Richard Matlock 05/05 
Thai Nguyen 05/05 
Peter Varanavage 05/05 
Daniel McCusker 05/07 
William Schulte 05/07 
Edward Beshures 05/08 
James Hartman 05/08 
Glenn Kopp 05/08 
Rev. George Prado 05/09 
George Hake 05/10 

William Nicoud 05/10 
Edward Rock 05/10 
Steven Sprinkle 05/11 
Brian Machamer 05/12 
William O’Donnell 05/13 
Timothy Reilly 05/13 
Mark Adams 05/15 
Joshua Eanes 05/15 
Anthony Gaiani 05/15 
Kevin Harrington 05/16 
Joseph Marcotte 05/16 
Michael Smith 05/16 
Charles McVey 05/18 
John Young 05/19 
Joseph Facenda III 05/20 
Michael LeFever 05/20 

Paul Schmitt 05/20 
William Doak 05/21 
Marc Fortunato 05/22 
James McHugh 05/24 
Peter Gil 05/25 
John Rouse 05/25 
Sean Glauner 05/26 
Rico Rovira 05/26 
John Cioffi 05/28 
Thomas Lovell 05/28 
Eugene Thies 05/29 
Michael Lewis 05/30 
Kevin Griggs 05/31 
Errol Lewis 05/31 
Timmy Martin 05/31 
Paul Puglia 05/31 

This Month’s Birthdays 

Sterling and Helene Brightman 5/06 
Patrick and Peggy Fox 5/06 
John and Mary Nelson 5/08 
Kevin and Julie Rudy 5/08 
David and Lorraine Taylor 5/08 
Armand and Cindy Betz 5/10 
Douglas and Mary Hager 5/10 

John and Eleanor Silva 5/10 
Matthew and Julie Ward 5/13 
Daniel and Catherine Driscoll 5/14 
James and Amy Laing 5/17 
John and Delaine Botelho 5/18 
Richard and Cindy Muhich 5/20 
Richard and Debra Serge 5/20 

John and Joann Arendas 5/21 
Dennis and Francis Jarabak 5/21 
Ronald and Gail Rosenbaum 5/23 
Daniel and Saralynn Goergen 5/30 
Stephen and Donna Raschke Sr. 5/30 

This Month’s Anniversaries 

Sick, Recovering, and Deceased 
Brothers, we ask for your prayers and support for Brothers in need of healing and for prayers for the deceased. 

• Pope Francis and the Catholic Church 
• Past State Deputy and Former Master Rick Alesky 
• Master of the 4th Degree Kelly Mortensen’s wife 
• Past State Deputy Cy Alba’s wife 
• Past State Deputy McCluster’s wife 
• Lou Valcour’s wife 
• Carol Marcella 
• Rick Schirm 
• Jim Buckman 

• PGK Mike Janiezewski and wife 
• Dean Jernigan 
• Bob and Nancy Blymyer 
• June Riley 
• Tom and Roslyn Degnon 
• Stanley Baker 
• Bill Johnson 
• Sister-in-law of Ron Gorman 

Almighty and everlasting God, the eternal salvation of those who believe in 
You, hear us on behalf of Your servants who are sick, for whom we humbly 

beg the help of your mercy, so that, being restored to health, they may 
render thanks to you in Your Church through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

2 
Open Night 

3 

4 5 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

6 
6:00 pm - As-
sembly Meeting 

7 8 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

9 
Birthday Night 

10 

11 12 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

13 
7:00 pm - Coun-
cil Meeting 

14 15 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

16 
Open Night 

17 

18 19 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

20 
7:00 pm - 5480 
Club Meeting 

21 22 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

23 
Open Night 

24 

25 26 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

27 
7:00 pm - Coun-
cil Meeting 

28 29 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

30 31 

May 2025 

From the Faithful Navigator 

Brother Knights, 

USS Scorpion/Four Chaplains/WWII Submarine Memorial Service: 25 May 2025, 2:00 – 4:00 p.m., at the KofC Hall. 
This will be a combined event with Assembly 2430, 2184, and the Submarine Veterans (SubVet) Organization. This 
has been a meaningful memorial for many years because of the families of the lost submariners who attend and the 
participation of the Knights of Columbus members/families, the Boy Scouts, and Veterans. Please be a part of 
members and families who attend and participate to honor the fallen. 

Old Dominion Honor Flight: I was honored to escort my 92-year-old father-in-law, Gene Patterson, a Korean War 
Vet, as a participant of the Honor Flight (bus ride) for Hampton Roads members. Bill Heron also attended as an 
honored Vet. It was an amazing day for 78 veterans who visited the USMC Museum and the WWII, Korean, and 
Vietnam memorials, before also visiting Arlington Ceremony for the Changing the of Guard. Gene was thrilled and at 
times overwhelmed by the appreciation he felt for being able to participate and the kind words from people of all 
ages, thanking them for their service. I can think of few things that would be more patriotic than to learn about Old 
Dominion Honor Flight (https://olddominionhonorflight.org) and encourage veterans to attend. 

Fraternally, 

Steve Taylor, Faithful Navigator, Father Michael J. Bader Assembly 2430 
(757) 869-2952 
staylor344@gmail.com 

The April 2025 Family of the Month is the McFaddens. Patrick was our Deputy Grand Knight and Program Director 
this past year, and helped with many of our projects with the assistance of his lovely wife, Amelia. Congratulate 
them on their selection when you next see them. 

The April 2025 Knight of the Month is SK Carroll Kelley. A member of St. Jerome's Catholic Church, he helped lead 
the K of C Fish Fry in April at St. Jerome's and with the procession on Holy Thursday. Carroll will represent Council 
5480 as the Grand Knight Delegate at the State Convention on 2-3 May. 

Knight of the Month 

Family of the Month 

https://olddominionhonorflight.org
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Point of Contact: George Koch, 660-1049. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
For all lounge rentals, please contact George Koch,  

Lounge Manager, 660-1049. 

Knights Den 
Lounge Information 

Roaring Knights Bartender Schedule 
for the Month 

Date Day Description Bartenders 

2 Friday Open Night Schulte 

6 Tuesday Assembly Meeting Howard 

9 Friday Birthday Night Cavone 

13 Tuesday Council Meeting Koch 

16 Friday Open Night Rios 

23 Friday Open Night Chipman 

27 Tuesday Council Meeting Chipman 

Faithful Navigator 
SK Steve Taylor    869-2952 
 
Faithful Friar 
Fr. SK George Prado   877-5021 
 
Faithful Captain 
SK Steve Chipman            707-303-5852 
 
Faithful Pilot 
SK George Koch         660-1049 
 
Faithful Comptroller 
SK Harold Hairston   877-1566 
 
Faithful Purser 
SK Bernie Gerlach    877-0126 
 
Faithful Scribe 
SK Patrick McFadden   593-0238  
 
Faithful Admiral 

SK Ted Mauch     282-8519 
 
Faithful Sentinels 
SK Reco Cotton (Inner)  508-1398 
SK Jose Velez (Inner)   660-6821  
SK Bill Johnson (Outer)  309-1135 
SK Bill Schulte (Outer)   399-9910  
 
Color Corps Commander 
SK Louis Federico    870-0573 
 
Color Corps Vice Commander 
SK Rick Schirm     310-3242 
 
Sick and Distressed 
Vacant 
 
Trustees 
1 Yr: SK Kiet Nguyen  
2 Yr: SK Louis Federico  870-0573 
3 Yr: SK Carroll Kelley    877-4865 

Fr. Michael J. Bader Assembly 2430 Directory  
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COUNCIL OFFICERS:    • OLMC Jessie Powell 254-2181 

Grand Knight Ted Mauch 282-8519  • St. Jerome Carroll Kelley 877-4865 
Deputy Grand Knight Pat McFadden 593-0238  KCIC Chairman Clem Danish 877-2751 
Chaplain Fr. George Prado 877-5021  Charities Jim Hooker 596-4765 
Financial Secretary Ron Gorman 930-0311   Adopt-A-Spot Alberto Rios 814-5393 
Chancellor John O’Donnell 609-1258   Boy Scout Liaison Jon Edwards 876-8386 
Warden Steve Taylor 869-2952  Nocturnal Adoration TBD  
Recorder  John Gallo 877-5869  Widows and Orphans Clem Danish 877-2751 

Treasurer  Harold Hairston 877-1566  Sick and Distressed Clem Danish 877-2751 
Advocate  Carroll Kelley 877-4865  Scheduling Bernie Gerlach 877-0126 
Guards:    District Deputy Louis Federico 870-0573  

• Outside Vacant   District Warden Rick Schirm 310-3242 
• Outside Bill Schulte 399-9910  Food Service Jessie Powell 254-2181 
• Inside Reco Cotton 508-1398  Church Bulletins:   
• Inside Bill Johnson 309-1135  • OLMC Carla Johnson 595-0385 

Trustees:    • St. Jerome Andrew Buckles 877-5021 
• One Year Joseph Drozdowski 930-3559  • St. Vincent de Paul Jeannie Klump 245-4234 
• Two Year Steve Chipman 707-303-5852  • OLQP  764-8582 
• Three Year Dominic Bevacqua      

Lecturer Rick Schirm 310-3242  VA STATE COUNCIL OFFICIALS FROM 5480: 
    District Deputy Louis Federico 870-0573  
DIRECTORS/CHAIRS:    Warden Rick Schirm 310-3242 
Membership Director John O’Donnell 609-1258  Warden Juan Rodriguez  
Program Director Pat McFadden 593-0238     
Faith Directors:    5480 CLUB, INC:      

• OLMC Pat McFadden 593-0238  President Kevin Konouck 602-2179 
• St. Jerome Carroll Kelley 877-4865  Vice President Jessie Powell 254-2181  
• OLQP    Secretary Harold Hairston 877-1566 

Family Director Louis Federico 870-0573   Treasurer John Edwards 876-8386 
Community Director Joe O’Brien 593-1141  Past President Bernie Gerlach 877-0126 
Life Director Steve Taylor 869-2952  Grand Knight Ted Mauch 282-8519 
Youth Chairman TBD   Faithful Navigator Steve Taylor 869-2952 
Youth Outreach TBD   Directors:   

Communications Dir. Rick Schirm 310-3242  • 3 Year Louis Federico 870-0573  
Photographers Marty Gorgen   • 3 Year Steve Chipman 707-303-5852 
 Angelo Cavone 469-8303  • 2 Year Steve Taylor 869-2952 
Health Services Dan Baker 713-4571  • 2 Year Joe O’Brien 593-1141  
Vocations Chairman Ted Mauch 282-8519  • 1 Year Carroll Kelley 877-4865 
Public Relations Rick Schirm 310-3242  • 1 Year Reco Cotton 508-1398 
Knightly News Editor Garth Hallenbeck 602-3913  Chairmen:   
Recruitment Chair Bill Johnson 309-1135  • Buildings/Grounds Alberto Rios 814-5393 
Retentions Chairman Steve Chipman 707-303-5852  • Lounge Manager George Koch 660-1049 

Insurance Promotion Todd Curtis 254-1420   • Rental Agent Bernie Gerlach 877-0126 

KOVAR Co-Chairmen:    • Kitchen Manager Jessie Powell 254-2181  

Walter Pollard Council 5480 Directory 



7 

 

Welcome to Spring, Mother’s Day, and Disability Awareness Month 

On Mother’s Day (Sunday, 11 May), we want to wish a very happy Mother’s Day to all Mothers. Blessed is the 
Mother, who lets the Lord be her guiding hand, whose faith brings her family courage, who’s wisdom comes from 
God, and whose children still stand and honor her. May our Divine Lord and His Blessed Mother reward you with the 
love, joy, and contentment you so richly deserve. God Bless and Happy Mother’s Day. 

Spring is here, we have a new season and after a blessed Easter and a beautiful Eastertide, it's time to start planning 
again. With spring and the break in the weather, I've started to put together my honey-do list that will take me 
outside into the sunshine…at least I hope it's going to be sunny when I get outdoors to do all these chores. I don't 
know about you, but this time of year seems to energize me. After being cooped up all winter, and this year really 
being cooped up, I've been able to think of all the things I need to get done. Some of that includes physical repairs 
around the house, getting the lawn and flowerbeds ready to go, maybe even washing some windows. 

Now when you get outside to get that work done, please, please be careful! I’m reminded of two acquaintances who 
were up on ladders in the spring. In both cases, the ladder slipped, and each gentleman sustained two broken arms! 
Out of commission for quite a while. But there are many hazards that can put you out of commission…and that 
brings me to the important part of our message this month. Protecting your greatest asset! 

Your greatest asset is your ability to work and earn an income! Take your annual income (probably fresh in your 
mind with tax filing day extended into May) and multiply it times your remaining years of working. A 35-year-old 
making $50,000 a year will earn $1.5 million in the next 30 years…if he never gets another raise! So, you have lots to 
protect. But what if you’re sick or hurt and can’t work. Maybe it’s something simple like the gents above…a set of 
broken arms. But one of my members laid his motorcycle down on his leg…off from work for two years! That’s a lot 
of house payments to miss. Luckily, his disability income policy came to the rescue. It can happen to any one of us. 

And disability does not discriminate: man or woman; Black, White, Hispanic, or Asian; young or old. A 2023 CDA Long
-Term Disability Claims Review had a number of notes: more than 1 in 4 of today’s 20-year-olds will become disabled 
before they retire, 76% of us live paycheck to paycheck; less than 5% of all disabling accidents and illnesses are work 
related. That means 95% of those are not covered by Worker’s Compensation. You’re on your own 95% of the time. 
Turn to Social Security; but Social Security’s report on SSDI says that only about 40% of applicants are awarded 
benefits. Couple that with 69% of the private sector workforce having no long-term disability income insurance and 
it’s no wonder disabilities are the #1 cause of mortgage foreclosures. 

So what to do? Let’s get together and find out. Do you need disability income insurance? If so, how much? Maybe 
you have some at work…is it enough? Is it taxable? Is it the right kind? Let us suggest you put your mind and your 
family's mind at ease. Life is unpredictable, pandemic or not. Let’s plan for the worst…but expect the best. We can’t 
see what the future will bring, we’re here to help you plan for the unexpected. Let’s make sure that if you or your 
spouse are sick or hurt and can’t work, that your family can stay in the home you’ve provided, pay the utilities, buy 
groceries…make sure the basics are covered. 

Meanwhile, stay safe and healthy. 

God Bless, 

Todd Curtis, FIC, MDRT 
Office phone: (757) 254-1420 
11815 Fountain Way, Suite 300 
Newport News, VA 23606 

Fraternal Benefits Agent 
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Knights of Columbus Council 5480 
100 Columbus Way 
Newport News, VA 23606 


