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Brother Knights, 

I write the May article after spending a weekend in Herndon, Virginia with the State Council for our annual 
convention. State Meetings are an interesting event where inspiration and bureaucracy meet. On one hand, we have 
encouraging reports from throughout the state about how the Knights are bringing Charity, Unity, and Fraternity to 
our Catholic churches, schools, and community. On the other hand, we have the drudgery of reading in delegates 
and counting votes. We must all remember that the great works that Council 5480 accomplishes are enabled by the 
framework that our business meetings provide. I encourage all of you to come to the business meeting, participate 
in the Chairs and other committees, and become the inspiring stories for the next state convention. If not you, then 
who? 

Vivat Jesus! 

John Edwards, Grand Knight, Walter Pollard Council 5480 

Grand Knight’s Message 

Greetings, Worthy Brothers and Families, 

I want to wish all my Brother Knights and their families a great May and note these events and activities: 

• Tuesday, 7 May: Assembly Dinner Meeting, Potluck 6:30 pm | Rosary 7:00 pm | Meeting 7:30 pm. 

• Saturday, 11 May: CareNet Walk4Life*, Newport News Park, https://www.classy.org/team/565606. 

• Saturday, 11 May: Appreciation Dinner, 6:00 pm. Cost is $10 per person, dress is coat and tie. If you are 
planning to attend, please sign up at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E4FA5AB22A20-49294533-
appreciation. 

• Sunday, 12 May: Mother’s Day (details on breakfast forthcoming). 

• Tuesday, 14 May: Council Meeting, Rosary 6:30 pm | Meeting 7:00 pm. 

• Sunday, 19 May: USS Scorpion Remembrance Ceremony, 2:00 pm, near the Virginia War Museum at 
Huntington Park. 

• Tuesday, 21 May: 5480 Club Meeting. 

• Tuesday, 28 May: Council Meeting, Rosary 6:30 pm | Meeting 7:00 pm. 

*Dave and Mary Litsinger established a Knights of Columbus 5480 team page, which is available to make donations 
and join our TEAM! Please contribute to this worthy cause for life by helping mothers and couples make the right 
decision for their family and child! 

Remember, Bingo every Monday and Thursday at the Council! Need volunteers to help make the many programs we 
support remain successful and funded! 

In May, we will be working on the Council 5480 budget for the 2024-2025 Fraternal Year—please advise of any 
suggestions for events and/or individual charity requests. 

And remember to ask a friend, someone from church, or a family member to become a Knight or take the 4th 
Degree! 

Ted Mauch, Deputy Grand Knight, Walter Pollard Council 5480 

Deputy Grand Knight’s Message 
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142 Years and Counting 

Blessed Michael McGivney founded the Knights of Columbus 142 years ago with two purposes in mind: to 
strengthen men in their faith and to provide for the widow and orphan if the breadwinner died or could not work. 
Our Order continues his mission today. That two-pronged approach to the young Catholic men of New Haven, 
Connecticut was important then and even though much has changed in our society since 1882, I believe that 
approach is important now. I am honored and blessed to be a part of continuing that mission.   

While we work together to strengthen our brother Knights in their faith, I can work to secure the future for those 
who are left behind. For those who know me and the indispensable work I do for our members, you already have a 
good idea of how I do that work. But I’d like to take a minute to explain my approach. 

My approach is to help members solve problems. The most important thing I can do for you is listen to what you 
want to accomplish, listen to what keeps you up at night, listen to the plans you have for you and your family’s 
future. And the first step is to take stock of where a family is at the present…a snapshot of this time in your life. The 
Order has equipped me with a financial needs analysis platform to help you take that snapshot. We plug in the 
numbers, and it does the calculations, taking any bias out of the process.   

If your analysis shows there are gaps, we can discuss how to fill those gaps. We have a wide range of life insurance 
products that can be tailored to your needs if that is where the gap is. We have fixed rate annuities that are designed 
for retirement savings. Long-term care insurance and disability income insurance can provide peace of mind for the 
unexpected that life throws at us.  And finally, our Catholic-centric mutual funds are available for those whose risk 
tolerance is higher. When it’s all said and done, we have the tools to address most, if not all, financial situations. 

Stepping back and taking stock is not a difficult process and I try to make it as easy as possible. I can meet with you 
face to face in our office or if you prefer, we can meet virtually. My goal is to fulfill Fr. McGivney’s mission of taking 
care of every member and his family in this council.  But I want to further his legacy and offer membership to every 
eligible man. His goal was to protect Catholic families…that’s my goal, too. 

God Bless! 

Historic Triangle Office, Williamsburg 
Todd Curtis, FIC, MDRT 
Office phone: (866) 868-1492 

Fraternal Benefits Agent 
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Vicente Henry Diesta/1 May 
David Litzinger/1 May 
Keith Stokes/3 May 
Paul Carter/4 May 
Frank Diodato/4 May 
John Millan/4 May 
Richard Matlock/5 May 
Thai Nguyen/5 May 
Peter Varanavage/5 May 
Daniel McCusker/7 May 
William Schulte/7 May 
Edward Beshures/8 May 
James Hartman/8 May 
Glenn Kopp/8 May 
Fr. George Prado/9 May 
George Hake/10 May 
William Nicoud/10 May 

Edward Rock/10 May 
Steven Sprinkle/11 May 
Daniel Weimer/11 May 
Brian Machamer/12 May 
Joshua Wells/12 May 
William O’Donnell/13 May 
Timothy Reilly/13 May 
Mark Adams/15 May 
Joshua Eanes/15 May 
Anthony Gaiani/15 May 
Kevin Harrington/16 May 
Joseph Marcotte/16 May 
Michael Smith/16 May 
Charles McVey/18 May 
John Young/19 May 
Joseph Facenda/20 May 
Michael Lefever/20 May 

Paul Schmitt/20 May 
William Doak/21 May 
Marc Fortunato/22 May 
James McHugh/24 May 
Peter Gil/25 May 
John Rouse/25 May 
Sean Glauner/26 May 
Rico Rovira/26 May 
John Cioffi/28 May 
Thomas Lovell/28 May 
Eugene Thies/29 May 
Michael Lewis/30 May 
Kevin Griggs/31 May 
Errol Lewis/31 May 
Timmy Martin/31 May 
Paul Puglia/31 May 

This Month’s Birthdays 

Sterling and Helene Brightman/6 May 
Patrick and Peggy Fox/6 May 
John and Mary Nelson/8 May 
Kevin and Julie Rudy/8 May 
David and Lorraine Taylor/8 May 
Armand and Cindy Betz/10 May 
Douglas and Mary Hager/10 May 
John and Eleanor Silva/10 May 
Robert and Loretta Obradovic/11 May 
Matthew and Julie Ward/13 May 
Daniel and Catherine Driscoll/14 May 
James and Pat Dynes/14 May 

Frederick and Gwen Anthes/15 May 
James and Amy Laing/17 May 
John and Delaine Botelho/18 May 
Richard and Cindy Muhich/20 May 
Richard and Debra Serge/20 May 
John and JoAnn Arendas/21 May 
Dennis and Francis Jarabak/21 May 
William and Kathleen Renner/21 May 
Ronald and Gail Rosenbaum/23 May 
Donald and Pearl Murren/28 May 
Daniel and Saralynn Goergen/30 May 
Stephen and Donna Raschke/30 May 

This Month’s Anniversaries 

Sick, Recovering, and Deceased 
Brothers, we ask for your prayers and support for Brothers in need of healing and for prayers for the deceased. 

• Jim Buckman 
• Bill Linderman 
• Dean and Craig Jernigan 
• Stanley Baker 
• Ray Novey 
• Mary Litzinger 
• PJ Mendola 
• Dave Taylor (OLMC) 

• Mrs. Terry Powell 
• Bob and Terry Del Corso 
• Kiet Nguyen and wife 
• Reco Cotton’s sister-in-law 
• Bob Blymer’s wife 
• Gabe Franco’s sister-in-law 
• Joe O’Brien’s daughter 
• SK Don Dougherty’s brother Jerry, who recently 

Almighty and everlasting God, the eternal salvation of those who believe in You, hear us on behalf 
of Your servants who are sick, for whom we humbly beg the help of your mercy, so that, being re-

stored to health, they may render thanks to you in Your Church through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

3 
Open Night 

4 

5 6 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

7 
6:30 pm - Pot 
Luck/Assembly 
Meeting 

8 9 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

10 
Birthday Night 

11 
6:00 pm - Ap-
preciation Din-
ner 

12 
Mother’s Day 
Breakfast 

13 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

14 
7:00 pm - Coun-
cil Meeting 

15 16 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

17 
Movie Night 

18 
 

19 
2:00 pm  -  
USS Scorpion 
Remembrance 
Ceremony 

20 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

21 
7:00 pm - 5480 
Club Meeting 

22 23 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

24 
Game Night 
 

25 
9:00 a.m. - 
Adopt-A-Spot 

26 27 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

28 
7:00 pm - Coun-
cil Meeting 

29 30 31 
Open Night 

 

May 2024 

The March 2024 Family of the Month are the Danishes. They are members of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church. 
Clem is a retired Army officer. Carol is a retired teacher; she worked for the DoD School System, Newport News 
Public Schools, and Saint Mary Star of the Sea School. Clem regularly works bingo in his bright suspenders, is our 
Council Lector, and chairs the Council Scholarship Committee. Carol is a member of the Saint Jude’s Guild. They have 
three grown children: one daughter and two sons. Both sons served in the Armed Forces. When you see Clem and 
Carol, please congratulate them on their accomplishment. 

The May 2024 Knight of the Month is Sir Knight Ron Gorman, PGK, FDD, PSD. Ron has been a member of the Order 
for 39 years. Despite working through the chairs—both in the home Council and at the State Council, serving as 
District Deputy, and volunteering for numerous KofC committees—Ron took on the position of Financial Secretary 
when my request went out in February. When you see Ron at bingo, at fraternal events, or at meetings, take a 
minute to thank and congratulate him on his accomplishment. 

Knight of the Month 

Family of the Month 

Brother Knights, we are in need of Bingo Callers, who announce the balls as they are drawn, verify winners, etc. This 
job can be stressful, as the caller is in the spotlight for nearly four hours each session. We need eight more callers 
who can work one session per month. If you are interested in learning more, please reach out to Rick Schirm. 

Bingo Callers Needed 
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For all lounge rentals, please contact PGK/PFN Car-
roll Kelley, Lounge Manager. 

Knights Den 
Lounge Information 

Roaring Knights Bartender Schedule 
for the Month 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

If a Knight is interested in tending bar or cannot 

Date Day Description Bartenders 

7 Tuesday Assembly Mtg. Howard 

10 Friday Birthday Night Rios/Hill/Johnson 

14 Tuesday Council Meeting Johnson/Gerlach 

17 Friday Movie Night Johnson/Koch 

24 Friday Game Night  

28 Tuesday Council Meeting Davulco 

31 Friday Open Night McFadden/Schirm 

Faithful Navigator 
SK Steve Taylor    869-2952 
 
Faithful Friar 
Fr. SK George Prado   877-5021 
 
Faithful Captain 
SK Steve Chipman            707-303-5852 
 
Faithful Pilot 
SK George Koch         660-1049 
 
Faithful Comptroller 
SK Harold Hairston   877-1566 
 
Faithful Purser 
SK Bernie Gerlach    877-0126 
 
Faithful Scribe 
SK Joe O’Brien     874-7965 
 
Faithful Admiral 

SK Ted Mauch     282-8519 
 
Faithful Sentinels 
SK Reco Cotton (Inner)  508-1398 
SK William Johnson (Inner) 309-1135 
SK Juan Rodriguez (Outer) 
SK Tony Velez (Outer) 
 
Color Corps Commander 
SK Louis Federico    870-0573 
 
Color Corps Vice Commander 
SK Rick Schirm     310-3242 
 
Sick and Distressed 
SK Tony Merendino   872-7113 
 
Trustees 
1 Yr: SK Kiet Nguyen  
2 Yr: SK Louis Federico  870-0573 
3 Yr: SK Carroll Kelley    877-4865 

Fr. Michael J. Bader Assembly 2430 Directory  
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COUNCIL OFFICERS:    • OLMC Jessie Powell 254-2181 

Grand Knight John Edwards 876-8386  • St. Jerome Carroll Kelley 877-4865 
Deputy Grand Knight Ted Mauch 282-8519  KCIC Chairman TBD 867-5145 
Chaplain Fr. George Prado 877-5021  Charities Jim Hooker 596-4765 
Financial Secretary Dan Richards 594-9241   Adopt-A-Spot Alberto Rios 814-5393 
Chancellor Steve Taylor 869-2952  Boy Scout Liaison Jonathan Sargent 525-0077 
Warden John O’Donnell 609-1258   Nocturnal Adoration   
Recorder  Angelo Cavone 469-8303  Widows and Orphans Clement Danish 877-2751 

Treasurer  Harold Hairston 877-1566  Sick and Distressed Clement Danish 877-2751 
Advocate  Carroll Kelley 877-4865  Scheduling Bernie Gerlach 877-0126 
Guards:    District Deputy Louis Federico 870-0573  

• Inside Bill Johnson 309-1135  District Warden Rick Schirm 310-3242 
• Inside Ethan Knobel   Food Service Jessie Powell 254-2181 
• Outside Reco Cotton 508-1398  Church Bulletins:   
• Outside Pat McFadden 593-0238   • OLMC Carla Johnson 595-0385 

Trustees:    • St. Jerome Andrew Buckles 877-5021 
• One Year Gabe Franco 877-4423  • St. Vincent de Paul Jeannie Klump 245-4234 
• Two Year Joseph Drozdowski 930-3559  • OLQP  764-8582 
• Three Year Steve Chipman 707-303-5852     

Lecturer Clement Danish 877-2751  VA STATE COUNCIL OFFICIALS FROM 5480: 
    District Deputy Louis Federico 870-0573  
DIRECTORS/CHAIRS:    Warden Rick Schirm 310-3242 
Membership Director Steve Taylor 869-2952  Warden Juan Rodriguez  
Programs Director Ted Mauch 282-8519     
Faith Directors:    5480 CLUB, INC:      

• OLMC Pat McFadden 593-0238  President Kevin Konouck 602-2179 
• St. Jerome Joe O’Brien 593-1141   Vice President Jessie Powell 254-2181  
• OLQP    Secretary Harold Hairston 877-1566 

Family Director Louis Federico 870-0573   Treasurer John Edwards 876-8386 
Community Director Fredy Jurkowitsch 804-382-0382  Past President Bernie Gerlach 877-0126 
Life Director Steve Taylor 869-2952  Grand Knight John Edwards 876-8386 
Youth Chairman TBD   Faithful Navigator Steve Taylor 869-2952 
Youth Outreach TBD   Directors:   

Youth Outreach Dean Jernigan 596-4034   • 3 Year Louis Federico 870-0573  
Communications Dir. Rick Schirm 310-3242  • 3 Year Steve Chipman 707-303-5852 
Photographers Kiet Nguyen   • 2 Year Steve Taylor 869-2952 
 Angelo Cavone 469-8303  • 2 Year Joe O’Brien 593-1141  
Health Services Dan Baker 713-4571  • 1 Year Carroll Kelley 877-4865 
Vocations Chairman Ted Mauch 282-8519  • 1 Year Reco Cotton 508-1398 
Public Relations Rick Schirm 310-3242  Chairmen:   
Knightly News Editor Garth Hallenbeck 602-3913  • Buildings/Grounds Alberto Rios 814-5393 
Recruitment Chair Bill Johnson 309-1135  • Lounge Manager Carroll Kelley 877-4865 

Retentions Chairman Steve Chipman 707-303-5852  • Rental Agent Bernie Gerlach 877-0126 

Insurance Promotion Todd Curtis 508-0171  • Kitchen Manager Jessie Powell 254-2181  
KOVAR Co-Chairmen:       

Walter Pollard Council 5480 Directory 
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From the Faithful Navigator 

Worthy Sir Knights, future Sir Knights, and Brothers, 

Tuesday, 7 May: Potluck and Assembly 2430 Meeting, Potluck 6:30 pm | Rosary 7:00 pm | Meeting 7:30 pm. 

Congratulations to our new Sir Knights: Joe Petro, Pat McFadden, and Ruben Olvera.  

The USS Scorpion Memorial date was changed to 19 May, 2:00 - 3:30 pm The event will take place at the Virginia 
War Memorial. We will be looking for your assistance, but also your attendance, to demonstrate our patriotism as 
we honor the lost souls and show respect for the family members who attend each year. If you have never attended 
this ceremony, I urge you to do so.  

July 4th Annual Flag Raising Ceremony: we will need assistance with breakfast and the overall setup. Please put on 
your calendar to attend and support. 

Fraternally, 

Steve Taylor, Faithful Navigator, Father Michael J. Bader Assembly 2430 
(757) 869-2952 
staylor344@gmail.com 

Adopt-A-Spot: 25 May 
9:00 - 10:00 a.m. 

Come over and help clean Warwick Blvd. from Oyster Point to the 

Farmers Insurance building. Coffee/doughnuts will be served. 
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Knights of Columbus Council 5480 
100 Columbus Way 
Newport News, VA 23606 


