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Brother Knights, 

Brother Knights! This is my last Grand Knight report for the 2023-2024 Fraternal Year. I’m not sure who is more 
grateful: me for shedding this responsibility; Garth, our newsletter editor, for not getting every single article late this 
year; or you, Brother Knights, for not having to endure my witticisms.  

I find with age that many ideas I scoffed at as a young man ring true as a more seasoned Knight. In this case, the joy 
for being able to serve, the gratitude of those being served, AND the benefit to the server. I believe I am a better 
man and better Knight for having stepped up and served as Grand Knight. I’m enriched by our interactions in Council 
events, friendships that would otherwise not have formed, and experiences from the process. I’m certainly better in 
June 2024 than I was in June 2023. For that I thank you all for that opportunity. 

I encourage you to consider the personal upside of serving others. Don’t limit yourself to the Council, consider our 
Catholic Churches, Schools, and Community. When you look back, you’ll see how you grew as much, if not more, as 
the group you served.  If not you, then who? 

Vivat Jesus! 

John Edwards, Grand Knight, Walter Pollard Council 5480 

Grand Knight’s Message 

Greetings, Worthy Brothers and Families, 

I hope I find you all well and having a great day! Please see the list of events and activities below: 

• Tuesday, 4 Jun: Assembly Potluck and Meeting, Potluck 6:00 p.m. | Rosary 7:00 p.m. | Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
• Tuesday, 11 Jun: Council Meeting, Rosary 6:30 p.m. | Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
• Friday, 14 Jun: Boy Scout Troop 27 Fundraiser- Spaghetti Dinner (see flyer on Page 7). 
• Saturday, 15 Jun: Adopt-a-Spot, 9 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. We will start with coffee and doughnuts in the lounge. 
• Sunday, 16 Jun: Father’s Day Picnic, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. at the Knights’ picnic shelter. Please sign up in the 

lounge. 
• Tuesday, 18 Jun: 5480 Club Meeting. 
• Tuesday, 25 Jun: Council Meeting, Rosary 6:30 p.m. | Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

Remember, Bingo every Monday and Thursday at the Council! We need volunteers to help make the many programs 
we support remain successful! 

Remember to ask a friend or a family member to become a Knight or if already a Knight, to take the 4th Degree! 

Ted Mauch, Deputy Grand Knight, Walter Pollard Council 5480 

Deputy Grand Knight’s Message 

Brother Knights, making our Charity Bingo work takes many moving parts. One of the roles is Bingo Caller, who 
announces the balls as they are drawn, verifies winners, etc. This job can be stressful, as the caller is in the spotlight 
for nearly four hours each session. We need eight more callers who can work one session per month. If you are 
interested in learning more, please reach out to Rick Schirm. 

Bingo Callers Needed 
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Happy Father’s Day 

This month is Father’s Day. Every year at this time, I think of my father and all the father figures I’ve had in my life—
spiritual fathers like the great priests who have helped shape me into who I am. My membership in the Knights of 
Columbus has given me incredible examples of men who have dedicated their lives to the service of others and in 
their example, made me a better man.  

Being a Knight truly is to live a life of service. To give of one’s self.  

When I think about the many ways our Order contributes to our parishes and to our communities, I’m reminded of 
what St. Paul tells us about giving: “Each must do as already determined, without sadness or compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor 9:7).  

“A cheerful giver”—that perfectly describes what it means to be a Knight.  

As a Knights of Columbus financial advisor, I see in my daily life how Knights give of themselves with joy. When a 
brother Knight chooses to protect his family through Knights of Columbus insurance, he does so out of love. He 
wants to make sure his loved ones are taken care of when he’s gone.  

And, I remind him that he’s not only protecting his family. He’s furthering the charitable mission of our Order.  

That’s what sets Knights of Columbus apart. Members who’ve purchased a Knights of Columbus insurance product 
or invested with Knights of Columbus Asset Advisors are doing business with an organization that aligns with their 
Catholic faith.  

Through the business activities and the contributions of state and local councils, Knights of Columbus was able to 
donate more than $185 million to charity last year alone. That doesn’t even include the nearly $21 million 
distributed through Knights of Columbus Charitable Fund via grants by donor clients.  To be a Knight is to be part of a 
culture of giving—and in terms of business, it’s a culture that turns insurance premiums and investments into a 
charitable impact.  

Whether it’s supporting new mothers in need, delivering Coats for Kids, bringing relief after natural disasters, or 
supporting seminarians, the number of people who depend on our help is countless. And the extent of our reach 
would not be possible without our insurance and investments program.  

As the Fraternal Year comes to a close, I want to congratulate you all for the many successes you’ve achieved as a 
council. When we come together under our principles of charity, unity, and fraternity, we truly make a great impact. 
God Bless! 

Historic Triangle Office, Williamsburg 
Todd Curtis, FIC, MDRT 
Office phone: (866) 868-1492 

Fraternal Benefits Agent 
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Virgilio Manalo/1 Jun 
Peter Sommer/1 Jun 
David Underwood/1 Jun 
Roberto Perez/2 Jun 
Randy Buckner/3 Jun 
Joseph Drozdowski/4 Jun 
Ihor Prybyla/5 Jun 
James Hooker/7 Jun 
Brian Wienhoff/7 Jun 
John Scarberry/8 Jun 
Michael Madden/9 Jun 
Kevin Smith/9 Jun 
Robert Tully/9 Jun 
Leland Webb/9 Jun 
Joseph Stark/10 Jun 
Hildemar Barreto/11 Jun 
Billy Carter/11 Jun 
James Castonguay/12 Jun 
David Mummert/12 Jun 
Thomas Degnon/13 Jun 

Gary Gamcsik/13 Jun 
James Patrie/13 Jun 
Stephen Svelan/13 Jun 
Ricardo Famisan/14 Jun 
Ferdinand Hallare/14 Jun 
Francis Warren/14 Jun 
Joseph Petro/15 Jun 
Wilfried Wotke/15 Jun 
Robert Barclay/16 Jun 
Stephen Cretacci/16 Jun 
Michael Lightfoot/16 Jun 
Garth Hallenbeck/17 Jun 
Robert Gilliam/19 Jun 
James Laing/19 Jun 
Raymond Schrecenyost/19 Jun 
Eric Wiebke/20 Jun 
Clement Danish/21 Jun 
John Macrino/21 Jun 
Keegan Marcantel/21 Jun 
Adolphus Pendergraft/21 Jun 

Joseph Shinko/22 Jun 
David Taylor/22 Jun 
Vincent Sherman/23 Jun 
Kevin Charest/24 Jun 
Michael Reid/24 Jun 
Robert Belkowski/25 Jun 
John Malick/25 Jun 
Aaron Belangeri/26 Jun 
Christopher Howard/26 Jun 
John Gabriel/27 Jun 
Pulusi Ioane/27 Jun 
Richard Krewinghaus/27 Jun 
John Clements/28 Jun 
Joseph Rubino/28 Jun 
Jason Traxler/28 Jun 
Darwin Arriola/29 Jun 
Michael Creamer/29 Jun 
Daniel Macklin/29 Jun 
Ramon Panaguiton/29 Jun 
Randolph Lavender/30 Jun 

This Month’s Birthdays 

Frank and Maureen Humphry/1 Jun 
Paul and Wenda Bransford/2 Jun 
Guy and Michele James/2 Jun 
Frank and Joann Diodato/5 Jun 
Richard and A. Cathleen Marsh/5 Jun 
Philip and Susan Glaude/6 Jun 
Richard and Mary Ann Macaluso/6 
Jun 
Donald and Andrea Connelly/8 Jun 

Richard and Janice Niewola/8 Jun 
Neil and Lauren Rosenbaum/8 Jun 
William and Tammy Jo Price/9 Jun 
William and Kathleen Accolla/10 Jun 
Gary and Diane Gamcsik/11 Jun 
Roccie and Cheryl Lauria/11 Jun 
Daniel and Diane Poulin/11 Jun 
Randy and Camile Buckner/12 Jun 
Philip and Linda Broadhead/15 Jun 

Edward and Patricia Beshures/19 Jun 
Victor and Edythe Browne/20 Jun 
George and Carol Koch/22 Jun 
Thomas and Rosalin Degnon/24 Jun 
Mark and Susan Adams/25 Jun 
Robert and Cynthia Bencal/26 Jun 
Ralph and Doris Atkinson/27 Jun 
Jason and Karen Domzal/27 Jun 
 

This Month’s Anniversaries 

Sick, Recovering, and Deceased 
Brothers, we ask for your prayers and support for Brothers in need of healing and for prayers for the deceased. 

• Jim Buckman 
• Bill Linderman 
• Dean and Craig Jernigan 
• Stanley Baker 
• Ray Novey 
• Mary Litzinger 

• PJ Mendola 
• Dave Taylor (OLMC) 
• Mrs. Terry Powell 
• Bob and Terry Del Corso 
• Kiet Nguyen and wife 
• Reco Cotton’s sister-in-law 

• Bob Blymer’s wife 
• Gabe Franco’s sister-in-law 
• Joe O’Brien’s daughter 
• SK Don Dougherty’s brother 

Jerry, who recently passed 
away 

Almighty and everlasting God, the eternal salvation of those who believe in You, hear us on behalf 
of Your servants who are sick, for whom we humbly beg the help of your mercy, so that, being re-

stored to health, they may render thanks to you in Your Church through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

2 3 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

4 
6:00 pm - Pot 
Luck/Assembly 
Meeting 

5 6 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

7 
Open Night 

8 

9 10 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

11 
7:00 pm - Coun-
cil Meeting 

12 13 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

14 
Birthday Night 

15 
9:00 a.m. - 
Adopt-A-Spot 

16 
1:00 p.m. - Fa-
ther’s Day Picnic 

17 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

18 
7:00 pm - 5480 
Club Meeting 

19 20 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

21 
Movie Night 
 

22 

23 24 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

25 
7:00 pm - Coun-
cil Meeting 

26 27 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

28 
Game Night 

29/30 

May 2024 

The June 2024 Family of the Month are the Schultes. They are members of Saint Jerome Catholic Church. Bill works 
on the Virginia Class Submarine Program at Newport News Shipyard. Kelly is a teacher at Peninsula Catholic High 
School. They have a son who is grown and also works at Newport News Shipyard, and a daughter at PCHS who 
participates in the Softball Team and Theater Program. Bill volunteers as the PCHS Softball Coach and is a District 7 
Umpire for both baseball and softball. Kelly coordinates choreography for the PCHS plays and musicals. When you 
see Bill and Kelly, please congratulate them on their accomplishment. 

The June 2024 Knight of the Month is Sir Knight Jim Hooker. Jim has been a member of the Order for 36 years. He 
has been the Bingo Manager as long as I’ve been with the Council; there are few volunteer positions that have more 
responsibility associated with them. When you see Jim at bingo, at fraternal events, or at meetings, take a minute to 
thank him for his service and congratulate him on his accomplishment. 

Knight of the Month 

Family of the Month 

Adopt-A-Spot: 15 Jun 
9:00 - 10:00 a.m. 

Come over and help clean Warwick Blvd. from 
Oyster Point to the Farmers Insurance building. 

Coffee/doughnuts will be served. 



5 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For all lounge rentals, please contact PGK/PFN Car-
roll Kelley, Lounge Manager. 

Knights Den 
Lounge Information 

Roaring Knights Bartender Schedule 
for the Month 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

If a Knight is interested in tending bar or cannot 

Date Day Description Bartenders 

4 Tuesday Assembly Mtg. Howard 

7 Friday Open Night Rios 

11 Tuesday Council Meeting B. Johnson 

14 Friday Birthday Night B. Johnson 

21 Friday Movie Night Schirm/Chipman 

25 Tuesday Council Meeting Koch 

28 Friday Game Night Chipman/Schirm 

Faithful Navigator 
SK Steve Taylor    869-2952 
 
Faithful Friar 
Fr. SK George Prado   877-5021 
 
Faithful Captain 
SK Steve Chipman            707-303-5852 
 
Faithful Pilot 
SK George Koch         660-1049 
 
Faithful Comptroller 
SK Harold Hairston   877-1566 
 
Faithful Purser 
SK Bernie Gerlach    877-0126 
 
Faithful Scribe 
SK Joe O’Brien     874-7965 
 
Faithful Admiral 

SK Ted Mauch     282-8519 
 
Faithful Sentinels 
SK Reco Cotton (Inner)  508-1398 
SK William Johnson (Inner) 309-1135 
SK Juan Rodriguez (Outer) 
SK Tony Velez (Outer) 
 
Color Corps Commander 
SK Louis Federico    870-0573 
 
Color Corps Vice Commander 
SK Rick Schirm     310-3242 
 
Sick and Distressed 
SK Tony Merendino   872-7113 
 
Trustees 
1 Yr: SK Kiet Nguyen  
2 Yr: SK Louis Federico  870-0573 
3 Yr: SK Carroll Kelley    877-4865 

Fr. Michael J. Bader Assembly 2430 Directory  
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COUNCIL OFFICERS:    • OLMC Jessie Powell 254-2181 

Grand Knight John Edwards 876-8386  • St. Jerome Carroll Kelley 877-4865 
Deputy Grand Knight Ted Mauch 282-8519  KCIC Chairman TBD 867-5145 
Chaplain Fr. George Prado 877-5021  Charities Jim Hooker 596-4765 
Financial Secretary Ron Gorman 930-0311   Adopt-A-Spot Alberto Rios 814-5393 
Chancellor Steve Taylor 869-2952  Boy Scout Liaison Jonathan Sargent 525-0077 
Warden John O’Donnell 609-1258   Nocturnal Adoration   
Recorder  Angelo Cavone 469-8303  Widows and Orphans Clement Danish 877-2751 

Treasurer  Harold Hairston 877-1566  Sick and Distressed Clement Danish 877-2751 
Advocate  Carroll Kelley 877-4865  Scheduling Bernie Gerlach 877-0126 
Guards:    District Deputy Louis Federico 870-0573  

• Inside Bill Johnson 309-1135  District Warden Rick Schirm 310-3242 
• Inside Ethan Knobel   Food Service Jessie Powell 254-2181 
• Outside Reco Cotton 508-1398  Church Bulletins:   
• Outside Pat McFadden 593-0238   • OLMC Carla Johnson 595-0385 

Trustees:    • St. Jerome Andrew Buckles 877-5021 
• One Year Gabe Franco 877-4423  • St. Vincent de Paul Jeannie Klump 245-4234 
• Two Year Joseph Drozdowski 930-3559  • OLQP  764-8582 
• Three Year Steve Chipman 707-303-5852     

Lecturer Clement Danish 877-2751  VA STATE COUNCIL OFFICIALS FROM 5480: 
    District Deputy Louis Federico 870-0573  
DIRECTORS/CHAIRS:    Warden Rick Schirm 310-3242 
Membership Director Steve Taylor 869-2952  Warden Juan Rodriguez  
Programs Director Ted Mauch 282-8519     
Faith Directors:    5480 CLUB, INC:      

• OLMC Pat McFadden 593-0238  President Kevin Konouck 602-2179 
• St. Jerome Joe O’Brien 593-1141   Vice President Jessie Powell 254-2181  
• OLQP    Secretary Harold Hairston 877-1566 

Family Director Louis Federico 870-0573   Treasurer John Edwards 876-8386 
Community Director Fredy Jurkowitsch 804-382-0382  Past President Bernie Gerlach 877-0126 
Life Director Steve Taylor 869-2952  Grand Knight John Edwards 876-8386 
Youth Chairman TBD   Faithful Navigator Steve Taylor 869-2952 
Youth Outreach TBD   Directors:   

Youth Outreach Dean Jernigan 596-4034   • 3 Year Louis Federico 870-0573  
Communications Dir. Rick Schirm 310-3242  • 3 Year Steve Chipman 707-303-5852 
Photographers Kiet Nguyen   • 2 Year Steve Taylor 869-2952 
 Angelo Cavone 469-8303  • 2 Year Joe O’Brien 593-1141  
Health Services Dan Baker 713-4571  • 1 Year Carroll Kelley 877-4865 
Vocations Chairman Ted Mauch 282-8519  • 1 Year Reco Cotton 508-1398 
Public Relations Rick Schirm 310-3242  Chairmen:   
Knightly News Editor Garth Hallenbeck 602-3913  • Buildings/Grounds Alberto Rios 814-5393 
Recruitment Chair Bill Johnson 309-1135  • Lounge Manager Carroll Kelley 877-4865 

Retentions Chairman Steve Chipman 707-303-5852  • Rental Agent Bernie Gerlach 877-0126 

Insurance Promotion Todd Curtis 508-0171  • Kitchen Manager Jessie Powell 254-2181  
KOVAR Co-Chairmen:       

Walter Pollard Council 5480 Directory 
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From the Faithful Navigator 

Worthy Sir Knights, future Sir Knights, and Brothers, 

July 4th Annual Flag Raising: The flag raising takes place from 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. As always, we would appreciate 
everyone’s attendance and certainly assistance. There are many tasks that need to be accomplished to ensure a well
-organized and prepared event. We need help setting up the outside area for guest setting/canopies, seating for the 
Knights/families and the public at large, traffic control and meal preparation, serving, dining area setup and cleanup. 
This is our largest public event, and we need your participation. 

4 Jun is the next Assembly meeting and there has been some confusion over the start time for the potluck. The 
potluck begins at 6:00 p.m., Rosary at 7:00 p.m., and the meeting at 7:30 p.m. I apologize for the previous confusion, 
and I look forward to seeing as many Sir Knights and spouses/families as possible. Fraternally, 

Steve Taylor, Faithful Navigator, Father Michael J. Bader Assembly 2430 
(757) 869-2952 
staylor344@gmail.com 
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Knights of Columbus Council 5480 
100 Columbus Way 
Newport News, VA 23606 


