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Grand Knight’s Message

Worthy Brothers,

Happy New Year! I hope you had a blessed Christmas season and some good downtime with family. As we kick off 
2026, thank you for everything you do for our parish and community. One quick win to share: our council was awarded 
a $1,500 VKCCI grant to help a local veteran here in Newport News—please keep this neighbor (and the Knights 
involved) in your prayers as we get the funds distributed properly.

Upcoming events for January:

• Tue, Jan 6 @ 7:00 p.m.: 4th Degree Assembly (Sir Knights): Renewal of Commitments

• Tue, Jan 13: Council Meeting with Rosary starting at 6:30 p.m. (meeting to follow)

• Tue, Jan 27: Council Meeting with Rosary starting at 6:30 p.m. (meeting to follow)

• Bingo (ongoing): Mondays and Thursdays, 5:30 – 10:30 p.m. at the hall—volunteers always needed

• Jan 15: Virginia Pro-Life Day (Richmond)

• Jan 16 – 18: Virginia State Council Midyear Meeting Weekend (Williamsburg)

• Jan 23: National March for Life (Washington, DC)

Also, if you haven’t already, please send any 2025 volunteer hours/service hours you want counted to our Financial 
Secretary so we can wrap up the year-end reporting.

Fraternally yours, 

Pat McFadden, Grand Knight, Walter Pollard Council 5480

Deputy Grand Knight’s Message

Brother Knights,

Happy New Year! As we begin 2026, we’re given a fresh opportunity to renew our commitments to our families, our 
faith, and our fraternity. January is a time of reflection and rededication, both spiritually and personally. I encourage 
each of us to take a moment this month to consider how we can better live out the principles of our Order:

• Charity

• Unity

• Fraternity

• Patriotism

Let this be the year where we each step forward with renewed purpose whether that means volunteering for a new 
program, inviting a brother back to the council, or simply making time for deeper spiritual growth.

We have great things ahead in the coming months, and I’m looking forward to continuing the journey with all of you.

Vivat Jesus!

Jonathan Sargent, Deputy Grand Knight, Walter Pollard Council 5480
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Worthy Brothers, for January, I’m proud to recognize George and Carol Koch as our Family of the Month.

Carol is the heartbeat of our kitchen—keeping our bingo players fed and happy, and somehow making it look easy even 
when the pace is nuts. At the same time, George is right up front at the bingo ticket table, steady as a rock, making 
sure everything runs smoothly from the moment people walk in the door.

Together, they also did a fantastic job supporting our Christmas Party, and they’ve been a huge help with keeping 
Friday night’s lounge running the right way—welcoming, organized, and enjoyable for everyone.

George and Carol, thank you for everything you do. Your teamwork and willingness to serve are exactly what make our 
council strong.

Vivat Jesus!

Pat McFadden, Grand Knight, Walter Pollard Council 5480

Worthy Brothers, for January I’m proud to recognize Brother Louis Federico as our Knight of the Month.

Louis has really stepped up in a quiet, but huge, way. He took the lead on the Keep Christ in Christmas (KCIC) Poster 
Contest—coordinating with the school, pushing the flyers/rules out, collecting entries, and completing the judging 
package so it could be handed off for district-level review.

On top of that, Louis is constantly showing up wherever help is needed: supporting parish faith initiatives (like 
coordinating the Consecration to the Holy Family prayer after Mass), assisting with Memorial/Mass planning and 
readings, helping organize Color Corps/patriotic presence for events, and consistently volunteering in the “behind-the-
scenes” work that keeps things running smoothly—especially around bingo/QA coverage and general council support.

Brother Louis—thank you for leading by example. Your steady service and leadership are fundamental to the strength 
of our council.

Vivat Jesus!

Pat McFadden, Grand Knight, Walter Pollard Council 5480

Knight of the Month
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Family of the Month

Worthy Brothers,

Happy, healthy, and holy New Year. The 2026 dues renewal process off to a great start, 
and many are using the online payment option (see QR code to the right).

There is still time to complete your Council Fraternal Survey report (see attachment). 
Please email your completed form to me. This report is due to the State and Supreme in 
January.

The new year presents many new family, faith, and community opportunities to serve and 
support your Council. Please try to attend any or all meetings this year.

If you need help or support, contact me or any of the officers so we can offer our 
assistance. Our main communications channel, including delivery of the Council 
Newsletter, is email. Please let me know if your email address has changed.

Vivat Jesus,

Ron Gorman, Financial Secretary, Walter Pollard Council 5480

From the Financial Secretary
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This Month’s Birthdays
Issam Abi Saab 1/02
John Hoesli 1/02
Jeffrey Sylvia 1/02
Neil Rosenbaum 1/06
Philip Thatch 1/06
Carlos Generoso 1/07
Herbert Collins 1/08
Kiet Nguyen 1/10
Jose Reyes 1/10
Michael Skibbe 1/11 
Ian Leung 1/12
Bryce McVey 1/12
Charles Smith 1/12
Joseph Brincat 1/13
Henry Estrella 1/13
Daryl Groseth 1/13
Daniel Bergeron 1/15
Joel McLean 1/16
John Glauner 1/17
Mark Kanter 1/18
Anthony Rago 1/18
James Orr 1/19
Stephen Wos 1/20

Donald Shannon 1/21
Michael Tietjens 1/21
John Arendas01/22
Larry Dryden 1/22
Roberto Henriquez 1/23
Jeffrey Johnson 1/24
James Dynes 1/25
Alexander O’Connor 1/25
Robert Criner 1/26
William Dunn 1/27
Richard Myott Jr. 1/27
Romulo Alim 1/28
William Burke 1/28
Thomas Cook 1/29
Jordan Seibert 1/29
Richard Wahlert 1/29
Ricardo Major Jr. 1/30
Robert Mason Jr. 1/30
Torrance Houlihan 1/31

This Month’s Anniversaries
Thomas and Arlene Baragona 1/01
James and Catherine Hooker 1/02
Elias and Alma Pelaez Jr. 1/02
Kevin and Sandra Beebe 1/03
Virgilio and Amparo Manalo 1/03
Eric and Cathy Theisen 1/03
George and Judith Gounley 1/05
Richard and Madelene Conway 1/08
James and Becky Tobler 1/10
George and Terry Jacobs 1/12
Stephen and Jayne Taylor 1/12
Michael and Karen Skibbe 1/19
John and Ann Pizzano 1/22
Michael and Mary Lightfoot 1/23
Thomas and Janis Waltz 1/28
Daniel and Kathleen Bergeron 1/30



January 2026
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
5:30 pm - Bingo

2
Open Night 
(Bartender: 
Schulte)

3

4 5
5:30 pm - Bingo

6
6:00 pm - 
Assembly 
Meeting 
(Bartender: 
Koch)

7 8
5:30 pm - Bingo

9
Birthday Night 
(Bartender: 
Johnson)

10

11 12
5:30 pm - Bingo

13
7:00 pm - 
Council Meeting 
(Bartender: 
Koch)

14 15
5:30 pm - Bingo

16
Open Night 
(Bartender: 
Cavone)

17

18 19
5:30 pm - Bingo

20
7:00 pm - 5480 
Club Meeting

21 22
5:30 pm - Bingo

23
Open Night
(Bartender: 
Chipman)

24

25 26
5:30 pm - Bingo

27
7:00 pm - 
Council Meeting
(Bartender: 
Koch)

28 29
5:30 pm - Bingo

30
Open Night
(Bartender: Rios)

31

Knights’ Den Lounge Information

• Group seating
• Bar

• Refreshments
• Games

• Large screen television
• Music

The lounge offers:

For all lounge rentals, please contact George Koch, Lounge Manager, at 660-1049. 
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Fr. Michael J. Bader Assembly 2430 Directory
Faithful Navigator
SK Steve Chipman 703-303-5852

Faithful Admiral
SK Steve Taylor 869-2952

Faithful Friar
Fr. SK George Prado 877-5021

Faithful Sentinels
SK Reco Cotton (Inner)
SK Angelo Cavone (Inner)
SK Bill Johnson (Outer)
SK Joe O’Brien (Outer)

508-1398
469-8303
309-1135
593-1141 

Faithful Captain
SK George Koch 660-1049

Color Corps Commander
SK Louis Federico 870-0573

Faithful Pilot
SK Bill Schulte 399-9910

Color Corps Vice Comm.
SK Rick Schirm 310-3242

Faithful Comptroller
SK Harold Hairston 877-1566

Sick and Distressed
Vacant

Faithful Purser
SK Jose Velez

Trustees
1 Yr: SK Louis Federico
2 Yr: SK Carroll Kelley 
3 Yr: SK Ted Mauch 

870-0573
877-4865
282-8519

Faithful Scribe
SK Pat McFadden 593-0238
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Sick, Recovering, and Deceased
Brothers, we ask for your prayers and support for those in need of healing and for prayers for the deceased:

Jon Sargent
Cheryl Smith (Steve Chipman’s mother)
Kiet Nguyen
Brenda (Dom Bevacqua’s sister-in-law)
Marty Goergen
Rick Schirm
Clem Danish’s cousin
Fonda Mauch
Louis Federico’s mother-in-law

Amy (Louis Federico’s daughter)
Len Carota
Mary Litzinger

Almighty and everlasting God, the eternal salvation of those who believe in You, hear us on behalf of Your servants 
who are sick, for whom we humbly beg the help of your mercy, so that, being restored to health, they may render 

thanks to you in Your Church through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Walter Pollard Council 5480 Directory
COUNCIL OFFICERS Insurance Promotion Todd Curtis 254-1420 
Grand Knight Pat McFadden 593-0238 KOVAR Co-Chairmen:
Deputy Grand Knight Jonathan Sargent 525-0077 • OLMC Jessie Powell 254-2181
Chaplain Fr. George Prado 877-5021 • St. Jerome Carroll Kelley 877-4865
Financial Secretary Ron Gorman 930-0311 KCIC Chairman Clem Danish 877-2751
Chancellor Steve Taylor 869-2952 Charities Jim Hooker 596-4765
Warden Bill Schulte 399-9910 Adopt-A-Spot Alberto Rios 814-5393
Recorder John Gallo 869-3346 Boy Scout Liaison Jon Edwards 876-8386
Treasurer Harold Hairston 877-1566 Nocturnal Adoration (OLMC) TBD
Advocate Carroll Kelley 877-4865 Widows and Orphans Clem Danish 877-2751
Guards: Sick and Distressed Clem Danish 877-2751

• Outside Angelo Cavone 469-8303 Scheduling Bernie Gerlach 877-0126
• Outside Tony Velez District Deputy Louis Federico 870-0573 
• Inside Reco Cotton 508-1398 District Warden Juan Rodriguez
• Inside Neil Rosenbaum 535-9279 State Social Media Chairman Juan Rodriguez

Trustees: Food Service Jessie Powell 254-2181
• One Year Steve Chipman 707-303-5852 Church Bulletins:
• Two Year Dominic Bevacqua • OLMC Carla Johnson 595-0385
• Three Year Ted Mauch 282-8519 • St. Jerome Andrew Buckles 877-5021

Lecturer Rick Schirm 310-3242 • St. Vincent de Paul Jeannie Klump 245-4234
• OLQP 764-8582

DIRECTORS/CHAIRS
Membership Director Steve Taylor 869-2952 5480 CLUB, INC.
Program Director Jonathan Sargent 525-0077 President Kevin Konouck 602-2179
Faith Directors: Vice President Jessie Powell 254-2181 

• OLMC Pat McFadden 593-0238 Secretary Harold Hairston 877-1566
• St. Jerome Carroll Kelley 877-4865 Treasurer John Edwards 876-8386
• OLQP Past President Bernie Gerlach 877-0126

Family Director Louis Federico 870-0573 Grand Knight Ted Mauch 282-8519
Community Director Joe O’Brien 593-1141 Faithful Navigator Steve Taylor 869-2952
Life Director Steve Taylor 869-2952 Directors:
Youth Chairman TBD • 3 Year Louis Federico 870-0573 
Youth Outreach TBD • 3 Year Steve Chipman 707-303-5852
Communications Dir. Rick Schirm 310-3242 • 2 Year Steve Taylor 869-2952
Photographers Marty Gorgen • 2 Year Joe O’Brien 593-1141 

Angelo Cavone 469-8303 • 1 Year Carroll Kelley 877-4865
Health Services Dan Baker 713-4571 • 1 Year Reco Cotton 508-1398
Vocations Chairman Ted Mauch 282-8519 Chairmen:
Public Relations Rick Schirm 310-3242 • Buildings/Grounds Alberto Rios 814-5393
Knightly News Editor Garth Hallenbeck 602-3913 • Lounge Manager George Koch 660-1049
Recruitment Chair Pat McFadden 593-0238 • Rental Agent Bernie Gerlach 877-0126
Retentions Chairman Steve Taylor 869-2952 • Kitchen Manager Jessie Powell 254-2181 
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Fraternal Benefits Agent

Happy New Year!!!

All of us start the new year afresh. We all make resolutions. Let’s plan now to look back at the end of 2025 and be able 
to say, “I kept those resolutions to improve myself, to improve my relationship with my family and friends, and my 
relationship with God!” An improved prayer life is the goal of many. I know I’ve made that resolution almost every year. 
Some years are better than others.

There are few things I’ve found about making resolutions that helped me. First, I don’t want to make a resolution that is 
not possible to keep. I’ve got to be realistic. I can’t go to an extreme.

For example, to improve my prayer life, I can’t go from praying for 15 minutes in the morning to reading a chapter of 
the Bible, attending daily Mass, reciting the rosary, and saying the Liturgy of the Hours each day. For me, that’s too 
much of a jump. I’m going to follow that for a day or two and then something will get me off track. Myself, I need to 
take baby steps. Maybe start with saying the rosary each day. I’ve got to make my resolution achievable.

The same is true of all those other resolutions we make. I can’t go from being a couch potato to running six miles a 
day…but I could start by walking a mile each day as an achievable step in that direction. I can’t starve myself trying to 
lose weight…but I could cut out snacks between meals as a start. Again, an achievable step.

I might want to read more, so I can start by reading a chapter a day in a book. You get the idea. The resolution must be 
reasonable, achievable, and specific.

Now here is one resolution that is reasonable, achievable, and specific: resolve to meet with me to update the 
information on your family’s financial needs analysis. (Or maybe you need to complete a financial needs analysis.) Let’s 
see where you stand. Your financial health is critical to your family’s future security.

As your field agent and financial advisor, I’m asked to meet with my members (both young and old) each year. We can 
look at your goals and aspirations and make sure you’re on track to keep your family appropriately protected. This is a 
complimentary service that the Knights of Columbus provides to its members!

Join me at my office for a quick visit and take advantage of this. There is literally nothing to lose and so much that could 
be gained.

Let’s make 2026 a GREAT New Year!!!

God Bless,

Todd Curtis, FIC, MDRT
Office phone: (757) 254-1420
11815 Fountain Way, Suite 300
Newport News, VA 23606

https://info.kofcassetadvisors.org/meet-todd-curtis.html
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Knights of Columbus Council 5480
100 Columbus Way
Newport News, VA 23606
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Meetings 
1. Regular
2. Social
3. Special/Committee


TOTAL MEETINGS 


Other Fraternal Commitments (where applicable) 


Faith Activities (where applicable) 
a. Refund Support Vocations Program
b. Church Facilities
c. Catholic Schools/Seminaries
d. Religious/Vocations Education
e. Prayer & Study Programs
f. Sacramental Gifts
g. Miscellaneous Faith Activities


TOTAL FAITH CONTRIBUTIONS


Community Activities (where applicable) 


a. Coats For Kids
b. Global Wheelchair Mission
c. Habitat for Humanity
d. Disaster Preparedness/Relief
e. Physically Disabled/Intellectual Disabilities
f. Elderly/Widow(er) Care
g. Hospitals/Health Organizations
h. Columbian Squires
i. Scouting/Youth Groups
j. Athletics
k. Youth Welfare/Service
l. Scholarships/Education
m. Veteran Military/VAVS
n. Miscellaneous Community/Youth Activities
              TOTAL COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTIONS


Life Activities (where applicable) 
a. Special Olympics
b. Marches for Life
c. Ultrasound Initiative
d. Pregnancy Center Support
e. Christian Refugee Relief
f. Memorials to Unborn Children
g. Miscellaneous Life Activities


TOTAL LIFE CONTRIBUTIONS 


TOTAL


Family Activities (where applicable) 
a. Food for Families
b. Family Formation Programs
c. Keep Christ in Christmas
d. Family Week
e. Family Prayer Night
f. Miscellaneous Family Programs


TOTAL FAMILY CONTRIBUTIONS


Charitable 
Disbursements 


Hours  
of Service


Visits to the Sick 
Visits to the Bereaved 
Number of Blood Donations 
Masses Held for Members 


Hours of Fraternal Service to  
Sick/Disabled Members and their Families


All information provided on this 
report is to be for Programs & 


Activities conducted        
January 1st through     


December 31st annually. 


Due January 31st 


Submit form to: 
fraternalmission@kofc.org


_________________________________________  
Grand Knight Date


_________________________________________  
Financial Secretary Date


Section I. Fraternal Program Activities Section II. Fraternal Commitment Activities 


Due January 31st Page 1 of 2


_________________________________________  
Member # 


_________________________________________  
Member # 


Annual Survey 
of Fraternal Activity 


January 1, 20___ through December 31, 20___ 
Council Number ________ Jurisdiction _______________________ 







Faith Activities 
a.  Refund Support Vocations Program - direct contributions to students studying to become priests or postulants. 
b.  Church Facilities - construction, repairs, remodeling, memorial gifts, etc. 
c.  Catholic Schools/Seminaries - donations, grants, equipment, etc. 
d.  Religious/Vocations Education - scholarships, CCD, lay apostolate, programs, speakers, films, program materials, etc.  
e.  Prayer & Study Programs - direct contributions to prayer groups, faith program materials, domestic church kiosk, rosary program, Marian Icon 


program, etc. 
f.   Sacramental Gifts - costs related to gifts presented to congregation. 
g.  Miscellaneous Faith Activities - all other disbursements not outlined above relating to Faith Activities. 
 


Family Activities 
a.  Food for Families - direct contributions to food banks, pantries, soup kitchens. 
b.  Family Formation Programs - Family Fully Alive, Family of the Month/Year, Consecration to the Holy Family, Good Friday Family Promotion, etc. 
c.  Keep Christ in Christmas - all contributions to KCIC, Journey to the Inn, Light Up for Christ, Christmas Poster Contest, billboard signs, etc. 
d.  Family Week - direct contributions to the coordination, promotion, and conduct of this program. 
e.  Family Prayer Night - direct contributions to coordination and execution of this program.  
f.   Miscellaneous Family Programs - all other disbursements not outlined above relating to Family Activities. 
 


Community Activities 
a.  Coats For Kids - direct contributions to purchasing and distribution of coats to those in need. 
b.  Global Wheelchair Mission - direct contributions to purchasing and coordination of wheelchair distribution to the needy. 
c.  Habitat for Humanity - direct contributions to Habitat for Humanity projects, materials, tools, and construction. 
d.  Disaster Preparedness/Relief - direct contributions to planning and executing disaster preparedness and response, food, water, equipment, etc. 
e.  Physically Disabled/Intellectual Disabilities - direct contributions to schools, care services, organizations, etc. 
f.   Elderly/Widow(er) Care - direct contributions to homes for the aged, retired/senior volunteer programs, construction, repairs, remodeling, gifts, etc. 
g.  Hospitals/Health Organizations - direct contributions to Red Cross, Hospice, heart/cancer funds, equipment, construction, donations, etc. 
h.  Columbian Squires - direct contributions to the operations and support of the Columbian Squires program. 
i.   Scouting/Youth Groups - direct contributions to sponsorship, volunteer efforts, projects, 4-H, Big Brothers, CYO, mentoring, etc. 
j.   Athletics - direct contributions to council sport events, youth sport sponsorships, equipment, transportation, etc. 
k.  Youth Welfare/Service - direct contributions to substance/child abuse, foster parents, etc. 
l.   Scholarships/Education - direct contributions to career nights, essay contests, scholarships, tuition, fund raising, etc. 
m. Veteran Military/VAVS - direct contributions to veterans, VA hospital support/visitation, memorials, parades, etc. 
n.  Miscellaneous Community/Youth Activities - all other disbursements not outlined above relating to Community Activities. 
 


Life Activities 
a.  Special Olympics - direct contributions to local, state, and national events. 
b.  Marches for Life - direct contributions to local, state, and nation marches. 
c.  Ultrasound Initiative - direct contributions to the purchase and placement of Ultrasound machines for crisis pregnancy centers. 
d.  Pregnancy Center Support - direct contributions to donations, diapers, supplies, baby showers, birthright, etc. 
e.  Christian Refugee Relief - direct contributions to aid provided to refugee relief, Solidarity Crosses. 
f.   Memorials to Unborn Children - direct contributions to purchases, fund raisers, donations, construction, etc. 
g.  Miscellaneous Life Activities - all other disbursements not outlined above relating to Life Activities. 
 


 


Meetings 
1.  Business - discussing or conducting business. 
2.  Social - dinners, dances, parties, etc. 
3.  Special/Committee - lectures, films, educational, etc. 


Section I. Fraternal Program Activities


Section II. Fraternal Commitment Activities
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Submission Due Date is January 31st


Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity
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