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Brother Knights, 

April is almost here, and we are over halfway through Lent, with Easter just around the Corner. 

Tuesday, 8 Apr, Council Meeting: the Rosary at 6:30 p.m. and meeting at 7:00 p.m. We need to fill a vacancy at the 
Chancellor position for the Council and start a Nominating Committee for next year’s list of incoming Officers. The 
Budget Committee Put will put forth next year’s budget. Plus, there’s a good deal of charity money to be distributed 
to worthy organizations. Hope to see you at the meeting. 

Friday, 11 Apr, our council is putting on a Fish Fry after the Stations of the Cross at 6:00 p.m. at St. Jerome’s. We 
need help preparing and serving the Fish and fixing for the parishioners, look for more information as we get closer 
to the date. 

Saturday, 12 Apr, Mary Star of the Sea Council 511 will host the “Hope Does Not Disappoint” Men’s Retreat at the St. 
Clair of Assisi Retreat Center. I would ask all my Brother Knights to please reserve this date on your calendars. As 
men, we are always doing things for others, and we need to take time to come together and spiritually feed one 
another. This is a one-day retreat that is open to all men over the age of 18. You do not have to be a Knight to 
attend. So, make it a Father/Son Day spent with God. Lastly, all proceeds will be donated to the St. Clair Retreat 
Center to support their mission of Evangelizing the Word of God. 

The Peninsula Catholic Girls’ softball team (the Knights) is doing very well—they are 6-2 as of this writing—check out 
this link: <http: www.maxpreps.com/va/newport-news/peninsula-catholic-knights/softball/>            

Tuesday, 22 April, Council Meeting: Rosary at 6:30 p.m. and meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

We are working on planning another Combined Degree in May for the candidates and E-members we need to move 
into the council and order. 

Check out the other articles and the calendar in this newsletter! If you have any questions or want to help with any 
of the coming events, reach out to me or one of the other Officers! 

Ted Mauch, Grand Knight, Walter Pollard Council 5480, 757-282-8519 

Grand Knight’s Message 

The March 2025 Family of the Month are George and Carol Koch, who are instrumental in many of the Council's 
efforts. Carol manages the kitchen and provides many fine dining options for the social events, with George's 
assistance. George oversees the Lounge and ensures that there is a great place to socialize. He also spends many 
hours working on Bingo and instants sales. His efforts alone raise thousands of dollars each night. While George is 
busy making sales, Carol is in the kitchen making incredible heart healthy sandwiches for the bingo customers. 

The March 2025 Knight of the Month is SK Wilfred Wotke, an avid member of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic 
Church who actively supports many of their Guild and Parish activities. Wilfred is also a strong supporter of Council 
activities: twice a week, he can be seen counting thousands of instant tickets, getting them ready for Bingo sales. 

Knight of the Month 

Family of the Month 
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This year, Council 5480 will join with our local parishes for the PENINSULAWALK4LIFE. Join as a walker or a donor. 
Link to your parish below:  

St. Jerome QR Code  OLMC QR Code

Brother Knights, 

Spring is here, and April brings us a full month of activity, reflection, and brotherhood. Let’s continue to support one 
another and stay involved in the work of our council. 

Tuesday, 8 Apr: Council Meeting (Rosary at 6:30 p.m., Meeting at 7:00 p.m.). We’ll be discussing several important 
items, including filling the Chancellor vacancy, starting the Nominating Committee for next year’s officers, and 
forming the Budget Committee. We’ll also be allocating a good deal of our charity funds to support worthy 
organizations. Your voice and vote matter—hope to see you there! 

Friday, 11 Apr: Fish Fry at St. Jerome’s following the 6:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross. We need volunteers to help 
prep, cook, and serve. It’s a great way to serve our parish and come together in fellowship. 

Saturday, 12 Apr: Men’s Retreat hosted by Mary Star of the Sea Council 511 at the St. Clare of Assisi Retreat Center. 
Theme: Hope Does Not Disappoint. I strongly encourage all men (Knights and non-Knights alike) to attend. This is a 
great opportunity to recharge spiritually—bring your sons, fathers, or friends. All proceeds benefit the Retreat 
Center’s mission of evangelization. 

Tuesday, 22 Apr: Second Council Meeting (Rosary at 6:30 p.m., Meeting at 7:00 p.m.). Another chance to stay 
connected and informed. 

And a quick shoutout to the Peninsula Catholic Girls Softball Team—the Knights are off to a strong 6-2 start! You can 
follow their progress here: http://www.maxpreps.com/va/newport-news/peninsula-catholic-knights/softball/ 

Thank you for all you do to support the Council and our community. Let’s keep the momentum going this April. 

Vivat Jesus, 

Pat McFadden, Deputy Grand Knight, Walter Pollard Council 5480 

Deputy Grand Knight’s Message 

PENINSULAWALK4LIFE 

http://www.maxpreps.com/va/newport-news/peninsula-catholic-knights/softball/
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Carey Kurtyka 04/01 
Stephen Pincus 04/01 
Stephen Chipman 04/02 
Daniel Goergen 04/02 
Paul Clark 04/03 
Fred Kulis 04/03 
Richard Bryson 04/04 
Donald Connelly 04/05 
Michael Alves 04/06 
Evan Raycraft 04/06 
John Folino Gallo 04/08 
Peter Gibino 04/09 
Alex Layman 04/09  
Kermit Ashby 04/10  
Alexander Schroder 04/11 

Daniel Curran 04/12 
Everet Jeffries 04/12 
David Alvesteffer 04/13 
Robert Jones II 04/13 
Andrew Leidy 04/14 
Richard Conway 04/15 
Robert Jernigan 04/16 
Devin Sgueglia 04/16 
Kevin Taylor 04/16 
Harold Hairston 04/18 
William Schroder 04/18 
Alejandro Delgado 04/19 
Sean Distefano 04/20 
Donald Hoffman 04/20 
William Price, Jr. 04/20 

Armand Betz 04/21 
Wilbur Calope 04/21 
Paul Bransford 04/22 
Timothy Caison II 04/23 
Jason Domzal 04/23  
Daniel Driscoll 04/23 
Thomas Ippolito 04/24 
Charles Menno 04/25 
Timothy Reagan 04/25 
Andrew Buckles 04/26 
Charles Cartte 04/28 
Stephen Raschke, Sr. 04/29 
Robert Bencal 04/30 
Anthony Bland 04/30 
Benjamin Macalino 04/30 

This Month’s Birthdays 

Edward and Jajala Schweiger 4/01 
Keith and Jane Frigo 4/04 
Jeffrey and Joyce Stallings 4/04 
Thomas and Gina Ippolito 4/06 
Cornelius and Joceline Mitchell 4/06 
William and Patricia O’Donnell 4/07 
Gary and Tina Boyle 4/14 

John and Patricia Howard 4/14 
Daniel and Debbie Richard 4/17 
Jonathan and Josephine Sargent 4/17 
Stephen and Gloria Wos 4/17 
Walter and Priscilla Bele  4/20 
Ronald and Patricia Gorman 4/22 
Christopher and Ellen Howard 4/22 

Don and Hannah Tillotson 4/23 
Michael and Beverly Reilley 4/24 
Angelo and Carol Cavone 4/25 
Todd and Kelly Harrah 04/26 
Anthony and Jody Fecondo, Jr. 4/27 
Matthew and Linda Weis 4/29 
Ronny and Linda Garcia 4/30 

This Month’s Anniversaries 

Sick, Recovering, and Deceased 
Brothers, we ask for your prayers and support for Brothers in need of healing and for prayers for the deceased. 

• Rich Alesky, Past State Deputy and Former Master 
• Master of the 4th Degree Kelly Mortensen’s wife, 

Kathy 
• Past State Deputy Cy Alba’s wife, Joann 
• Past State Deputy McCusker’s wife, Maggie 
• Lou Valcour’s wife 
• Violet DeBartolo, George Koch’s mother-in-law 
• Carol Marcella 
• Rick Schirm 
• Jim Buckman 

• PGK Mike Janiezewski and his wife 
• Dean Jernigan 
• Joe and Cathy Drozdowski 
• Bob and Nancy Blymyer 
• Stanley Baker 
• Bill Johnson 
• Tom and Roslyn Degnon 
• Shirley Tunston Kulis 
• Pope Francis and the Catholic Church 

Almighty and everlasting God, the eternal salvation of those who 
believe in You, hear us on behalf of Your servants who are sick, for 

whom we humbly beg the help of your mercy, so that, being 
restored to health, they may render thanks to you in Your Church 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



4 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
6:00 pm - As-
sembly Meeting 

2 3 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

4 
Open Night 

5 

6 7 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

8 
7:00 pm - Coun-
cil Meeting 

9 10 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

11 
Birthday Night 

12 

13 14 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

15 
7:00 pm - 5480 
Club Meeting 

16 17 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

18 
Open Night 

19 

20 
Easter 

21 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

22 
7:00 pm - Coun-
cil Meeting 

23 24 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

25 
Open Night 

26 

27 28 
5:30 pm - Bingo 

29 30    

April 2025 

From the Faithful Navigator 

Brother Knights, 

Congratulations to our newest Third-Degree Knights: Connor Muha and Peter Karanski! We look forward to them 
taking the Patriotic 4th Degree in Virginia Beach on 17 May! Please make sure you introduce yourselves to them and 
congratulate them. We want them to feel welcome and a part of the Council and ultimately the Assembly. We also 
look forward to Jose Garcia attending one of the upcoming Combined Exemplifications. 

2 Apr, Virginia March for Life, Richmond: I would like to have a good showing of our Knights and family members for 
the Virginia March for Life. Jayne and I and others attended last year, and it’s important to make a larger showing at 
this event. See you Wednesday!! Let me know if you’ll be attending. https://marchforlife.org/virginia/ 

25 May, Scorpion and Four Chaplains Memorial Ceremony: This will be a combined memorial with Assembly 2184. 
Steve Chipman will take the point to bring this together and we will find a time to meet in the next couple of weeks 
to determine if we want to make any changes or additions from last year’s approach. We’ll need volunteers for 
various roles. Assisting with this and the 4th of July Flag Raising isn’t limited to just 4th Degree Members. 

ORD Uniforms: We have $400 to assist two Sir Knights ($200 each) in purchasing the 4th Degree ORD uniform. We 
are looking for two Sir Knights to be actively involved in Color Corps activities. 

Fraternally, 

Steve Taylor, Faithful Navigator, Father Michael J. Bader Assembly 2430 
(757) 869-2952 
staylor344@gmail.com 

https://marchforlife.org/virginia/
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Point of Contact: George Koch, 660-1049. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
For all lounge rentals, please contact George Koch,  

Lounge Manager, 660-1049. 

Knights Den 
Lounge Information 

Roaring Knights Bartender Schedule 
for the Month 

Date Day Description Bartenders 

1 Tuesday Assembly Mtg. Howard 

4 Friday Open Night Rios 

8 Tuesday Council Meeting Koch 

11 Friday Birthday Night Cavone 

18 Friday Open Night Chipman 

22 Tuesday Council Meeting Koch 

25 Friday Open Night Schulte 

Faithful Navigator 
SK Steve Taylor    869-2952 
 
Faithful Friar 
Fr. SK George Prado   877-5021 
 
Faithful Captain 
SK Steve Chipman            707-303-5852 
 
Faithful Pilot 
SK George Koch         660-1049 
 
Faithful Comptroller 
SK Harold Hairston   877-1566 
 
Faithful Purser 
SK Bernie Gerlach    877-0126 
 
Faithful Scribe 
SK Patrick McFadden   593-0238  
 
Faithful Admiral 

SK Ted Mauch     282-8519 
 
Faithful Sentinels 
SK Reco Cotton (Inner)  508-1398 
SK Jose Velez (Inner)   660-6821  
SK Bill Johnson (Outer)  309-1135 
SK Bill Schulte (Outer)   399-9910  
 
Color Corps Commander 
SK Louis Federico    870-0573 
 
Color Corps Vice Commander 
SK Rick Schirm     310-3242 
 
Sick and Distressed 
Vacant 
 
Trustees 
1 Yr: SK Kiet Nguyen  
2 Yr: SK Louis Federico  870-0573 
3 Yr: SK Carroll Kelley    877-4865 

Fr. Michael J. Bader Assembly 2430 Directory  
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COUNCIL OFFICERS:    • OLMC Jessie Powell 254-2181 

Grand Knight Ted Mauch 282-8519  • St. Jerome Carroll Kelley 877-4865 
Deputy Grand Knight Pat McFadden 593-0238  KCIC Chairman Clem Danish 877-2751 
Chaplain Fr. George Prado 877-5021  Charities Jim Hooker 596-4765 
Financial Secretary Ron Gorman 930-0311   Adopt-A-Spot Alberto Rios 814-5393 
Chancellor John O’Donnell 609-1258   Boy Scout Liaison Jon Edwards 876-8386 
Warden Steve Taylor 869-2952  Nocturnal Adoration TBD  
Recorder  John Gallo 877-5869  Widows and Orphans Clem Danish 877-2751 

Treasurer  Harold Hairston 877-1566  Sick and Distressed Clem Danish 877-2751 
Advocate  Carroll Kelley 877-4865  Scheduling Bernie Gerlach 877-0126 
Guards:    District Deputy Louis Federico 870-0573  

• Outside Vacant   District Warden Rick Schirm 310-3242 
• Outside Bill Schulte 399-9910  Food Service Jessie Powell 254-2181 
• Inside Reco Cotton 508-1398  Church Bulletins:   
• Inside Bill Johnson 309-1135  • OLMC Carla Johnson 595-0385 

Trustees:    • St. Jerome Andrew Buckles 877-5021 
• One Year Joseph Drozdowski 930-3559  • St. Vincent de Paul Jeannie Klump 245-4234 
• Two Year Steve Chipman 707-303-5852  • OLQP  764-8582 
• Three Year Dominic Bevacqua      

Lecturer Rick Schirm 310-3242  VA STATE COUNCIL OFFICIALS FROM 5480: 
    District Deputy Louis Federico 870-0573  
DIRECTORS/CHAIRS:    Warden Rick Schirm 310-3242 
Membership Director John O’Donnell 609-1258  Warden Juan Rodriguez  
Program Director Pat McFadden 593-0238     
Faith Directors:    5480 CLUB, INC:      

• OLMC Pat McFadden 593-0238  President Kevin Konouck 602-2179 
• St. Jerome Carroll Kelley 877-4865  Vice President Jessie Powell 254-2181  
• OLQP    Secretary Harold Hairston 877-1566 

Family Director Louis Federico 870-0573   Treasurer John Edwards 876-8386 
Community Director Joe O’Brien 593-1141  Past President Bernie Gerlach 877-0126 
Life Director Steve Taylor 869-2952  Grand Knight Ted Mauch 282-8519 
Youth Chairman TBD   Faithful Navigator Steve Taylor 869-2952 
Youth Outreach TBD   Directors:   

Communications Dir. Rick Schirm 310-3242  • 3 Year Louis Federico 870-0573  
Photographers Marty Gorgen   • 3 Year Steve Chipman 707-303-5852 
 Angelo Cavone 469-8303  • 2 Year Steve Taylor 869-2952 
Health Services Dan Baker 713-4571  • 2 Year Joe O’Brien 593-1141  
Vocations Chairman Ted Mauch 282-8519  • 1 Year Carroll Kelley 877-4865 
Public Relations Rick Schirm 310-3242  • 1 Year Reco Cotton 508-1398 
Knightly News Editor Garth Hallenbeck 602-3913  Chairmen:   
Recruitment Chair Bill Johnson 309-1135  • Buildings/Grounds Alberto Rios 814-5393 
Retentions Chairman Steve Chipman 707-303-5852  • Lounge Manager George Koch 660-1049 

Insurance Promotion Todd Curtis 254-1420   • Rental Agent Bernie Gerlach 877-0126 

KOVAR Co-Chairmen:    • Kitchen Manager Jessie Powell 254-2181  

Walter Pollard Council 5480 Directory 
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Happy Easter!!! 

Easter greetings to all my Fellow Brother Knights and your families! As a time of preparation, Lent helped us focus on 
the sacrifice of Good Friday and the hope of the Resurrection. I hope this season brings you much joy and happiness! 

That sense of rebirth that comes with our Easter celebrations also can be noticed in the change in weather. Some 
daffodils and tulips are poking through the soil, the temperature is creeping upward, and we hope April showers are 
in store and not that precipitation that has to be shoveled! As I looked around my yard, I see much that needs 
tending to after the winter weather. I’ve got a few plants to transplant, some clean-up needed around the outside of 
the house, I see a window that’s been cracked…and my “honey do” list is getting longer and longer. 

I’ve found that I’m much more efficient with a list of chores if I write down all that I need to do.  Then I go back 
through my list and rank order them for importance. Sometimes I get to choose the order; sometimes the order is 
chosen for me. In either event, the best part comes when I get to cross off the chore as being done. Maybe it’s the 
visual of seeing one more item completed…it gives me a sense of accomplishment. 

In addition to the outside chores, I have several others that always come at this time of year. I’ve got windows to 
wash and other “spring cleaning” in the house. The vehicles could use a good cleaning inside and out and I know 
there will be some major project to sift through a pile or maybe even a room of things we don’t need, don’t want, or 
don’t fit anymore. 

In keeping with that list theme, put me on the list; up at the top since it relates to your family’s financial security. A 
virtual meeting over the computer is a way for us to meet safely and efficiently or just meet in person at our office—
it’s your choice. We can discuss your needs, wants, and desires. What’s changed? Let’s make sure nothing stands in 
the way of reaching your goals. The Order has provided me with a new needs analysis program (Profiles 
Professional) to help you track where you are, where you want to go and how well you’re progressing on your 
financial journey.   

Mine is an item you can cross off your list and really feel good about it. 

Wishing you Easter joy! 

God Bless, 

Todd Curtis, FIC, MDRT 
Office phone: (757) 254-1420 
11815 Fountain Way, Suite 300 
Newport News, VA 23606 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notice: 
 
Tax benefits assume all premiums are timely paid and are based on the claims-paying ability of the issuer. Any 
policy loans will impact the tax benefits by reducing the policy’s death benefit and cash values. Proceeds from life 
insurance policies may be subject to certain taxes based on individual circumstances. Tax laws vary by jurisdiction 
and may change over time. Knights of Columbus and its agents do not provide tax or legal advice and are not 
financial planners. Please consult with your financial, legal and tax advisors about your own particular 
circumstances. For costs and complete details of coverage, please contact your agent or the Knights of Columbus. 

Fraternal Benefits Agent 



8 

 

Knights of Columbus Council 5480 
100 Columbus Way 
Newport News, VA 23606 


