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Brother Knights and Friends, 
  

Summer is wrapping up, and as the kids get back to 

school, we are planning our programs for the year. 
Soon we will formalize dates with the parishes for the 

programs at each of them. 

  

Speaking of school, we are in the middle of our Charity 
Starts with You and Me donation drive for the 

Transition Education Program at the Madison 

Metropolitan School District. The drive has been taking 
place at Queen of Peace in August, and it will continue 

in September at St. Thomas Aquinas. This ministry 

makes a big difference in the lives of students 
struggling with homelessness, and we are happy to be 

collecting school supplies and other necessities to help 

them. Please support this effort with donations or 

volunteering. 
  

We continue to glean at the Westside Community 

Market on Saturdays, providing produce to the 
Meadowood Neighborhood Center. Any additional help 

would be welcome for that too. 

  

As much as the kids like having a break from school 
over the summer, I hate to admit I might like it more 

than they do. Even though I still need to work, 

eliminating the morning routine of getting them out the 
door for school feels like a huge break for me. They're 

not terribly awful about waking up or getting ready 

(most of the time), but it's not easy to keep them 
moving day after day. As I notice my anxiety grow 

leading up to the first day of school, I remind myself 

we've done it before and can do it again. 

  
I think our lives are partially defined by our ability to 

act when it is needed even when we don't want to. 

Every one of us does this countless times in our lives--
through work, parenthood, other family obligations, 

illness, etc. It is part of our vocation. There is a certain 

holiness in it, and remembering that gives me peace. I 

need to remember it more.         Continued on page 2… 

KC CALENDAR-4527  

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2025  

Sept 6 Farmer’s Market Gleaning 11:30  

Sept 6 & 7 Charity Starts with You and Me  

Kickoff @ St. Thomas 

Sept 11 Packers Football Watch Party 

         Sept 13 Farmer’s Market Gleaning 11:30 am 

Sept 13 & 14 TEP Drive @ St. Thomas 

Sept 18 KC Ladies Ski Hi Apple Orchard 

Sept 20 Farmer’s Market Gleaning 11:30 am 

 Sept 20 & 21 TEP Drive @St. Thomas 

Sept 25 Business Mtg. Rosary 6:30, Mtg. 7 

Sept 27 Farmer’s Market Gleaning 11:30 am 

Sept 27 & 28 TEP Drive @ St. Thomas 

Oct 2 KC Ladies Rosary & Lunch @ All Saints 

Oct 4 Farmer’s Market Gleaning 11:30 am 

Oct 9 Euchre Social @5:30 

Oct 11 Farmer’s Market Gleaning 11:30 am 

Oct 18 Farmer’s Market Gleaning 11:30 am 

Oct 23 Business Mtg. Rosary 6:30, Mtg. 7 

Oct 25 Farmer’s Market Gleaning 11:30 am 

Nov 6 KC Ladies Memorial Mass & Lunch 

Notice:  If you are on the email list and would like a  

copy of the Knight Letter, please call our phone 

number (608)320-1703 to make that request. 

 

 

 

http://www.kc4527.org/


 

Please include the following in your 

prayers this week:  

Kevin Boening  Ron Buckholz  

Hank Curran  Wilbert Ferry 

Brandon Fox  Bernie Gorman  

Linda Gorman  Scott Hendrickson 

Tony Hokaj  Ginny Honer  

Gwen Kingston  Andrew Schuster 

Annie Sellner  Isabelle Stohr  

Eleanor Watson  Lukas Wiedman 

Michael Woodson 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Kroeger  09/06  Steven Genovese 09/09  John Palmer  09/12 

John Grimm  09/14  George Carran  09/24  James Gallagher 09/24 

Aaron Mertzenich  09/25  Terrance Adams 09/30  Michael Collins  09/30 

Matthew Nelson 09/30  Mark Mackenzie 10/05  Mark Richards  10/05 

David Coelho  10/06  Michael Breunig 10/11  Tam Phan  10/12 

Eugene Murphy  10/16  Donald Hurtgen 10/20  Lukas Wiedman 10/26 

Robert Welch  10/29 

 

 

 
 

Grand Knight Message continued… 

We also need to pay attention for the 
opportunities when we are called to act. Not 

that any of us need more to do than our lives 

already demand, but I hope we are able to 

identify how our council can best serve the 

community and how we can each contribute to 

that effort. Please pray over it. 

Vivat Jesus!  

Keith Kruepke 
Grand Knight 4527 

 

 

 



KC LADIES 

 

Enjoy the beautiful Fall colors as we travel to Ski Hi Orchard on Thursday, September 18th (not our usual first 

Thursday).  Lunch, at your own cost, will be at a unique stop on the way.  Do save room for dessert as the 

freshly baked apple pies at the orchard are sooo good.  Also available, in addition to apples and apple pie, are 

goodies like turnovers, doughnuts, cider, etc. We will carpool from the Clubhouse at 11 a.m.  If you want to 

enjoy this adventure with us, contact Kathy Weisensel, (608)848-1250 or kmweis50@gmail.com before 

September 11th. 

 

October is the month of the Rosary.  We will incorporate that in our Thursday, October 2nd , event at 

All Saints. Meet us at the All Saints Assisted Living entrance, 519 Commerce Drive (to the left of the main 

retirement center) by 11:20 am.  We will pray the rosary together in their chapel at 11:30 then enjoy lunch in 

their Garden Room afterwards. Please bring your own drink.   We will pick up subs, and you can reimburse us 

at cost.  Dottie is taking reservations-please contact her at @ (608)235-4978 or dottiedittmann@yahoo.com 

before September 28th. 

 

Join us on Thursday, November 6th, for our annual Memorial Mass and lunch afterwards at a restaurant.  We 

will attend the Noon Mass at Holy Name Heights (Bishop O’Connor Center).  Please meet us in the lobby there 

by 11:45 so we can re-confirm the restaurant reservations. Sue McDonald is taking reservations – please contact 

her before November 1st at (608)848-8476 (if no answer, leave a message and she will receive it, no need for 

her to return your call). 

 

Thanks to everyone who joined us at the Capitol City Band Concert at Rennebohm Park in July.  This is always 

one of our favorite events, as we just sit back and relax on a beautiful summer evening, enjoying patriotic 

songs.  

 

Great turnout for our August luncheon at the Longhorn Steakhouse!  It’s always a special treat to visit with 

friends who normally find it challenging to walk greater distances for our other adventures.  Thanks to Sue 

Mach for handling all the details for this event. 

 

Remember that all wives, or widows, of KC members are encouraged to participate in our activities at any 

time.  We do not charge dues nor have an official membership roster.  We just gather to enjoy each other’s 

company and try new adventures, while growing in our Catholic faith.  

Blessings, 

Alice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calling all adult Catholic men: 
Join the Knights of Columbus by attending monthly COR meetings, at St. 

Thomas Aquinas.  Why? Families need strong husbands and fathers, and the 

world needs courageous witnesses to Jesus Christ. COR(Latin for ‘heart’) aims 

to form men as disciples of Jesus, committed to serving Him and boldly living 

and sharing their faith.  Mission: Refocus on Jesus Christ, strengthen faith and 

virtue through brotherhood, prayer, and formation. Each gathering offers an 

opportunity to encounter Christ, pray together, and build bonds of 

brotherhood, preparing for leadership and evangelization.  

 

When: Second Tuesday of each month at 6:30 PM.  

Where:  St Thomas Community Room: To join them please enter from Door #4 
which is nearby the community room, again opposite the building from the 
nave.  Join us and be part of this dynamic brotherhood!          
 



Save the Date: October 9th 

Dinner & Euchre 

Donation requests are $10 &  $ 5 

Dinner to be determined.  Details:   Please invite 

future Knights at no cost to them or their guests.  

Children are guests. 

RSVP by Noon Tuesday October 7th by calling 608-

320-1703.  Time:   Social 5:30, Dinner 6:00, Euchre 

7:00 PM.   

Location: CMC West 5256 Verona Rd, Madison, Wi 

53711 

August 2025 Council Message 
  
Will you have enough income in retirement? The last thing any of us wants to worry about is running out of 
money to cover our needs, especially in our golden years. 
  
An annuity from the Knights of Columbus can help give you peace of mind with a guaranteed income stream. 
How does it work? Simply put, an annuity is a retirement savings product. You make contributions, and, after a 
specified amount of time, the annuity pays you regular income. 
  
Unlike other ways you may be saving for retirement, annuities remain stable during volatile market conditions. 
In fact, each Knights of Columbus annuity comes with a guaranteed minimum interest rate. No matter the 
market fluctuations, your annuity is guaranteed to never earn less than the contractually stated amount, on an 
annual basis. As you prepare for retirement, you can also consider the tax advantages, income flexibility, and 
estate planning benefits that permanent life insurance offers. It’s a potentially valuable, and often underutilized, 
tool for families when it comes to preparing for retirement. Let’s look at your finances together to see what 
plans you already have in place, and what gaps you may have to ensure you don’t run out of income in 
retirement. Safeguard your future today — set up time to meet with me in the coming weeks! Thank you! 
Guarantees assume all premiums are timely paid and are based on the claims-paying ability of the issuer. Any 
policy loans will impact the guarantees by reducing the policy’s death benefit and cash values. 20387 8/25 
  
In His Sacred Heart, 
Steve Rammer 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3rd Annual Charity Begins with You and Me! 
 

 

Save the Date:   Sept. 11th 

we will be having a Packer 

Football Watch Party!  Stay 

tuned for announcements 

from Keith for more 

information! 

 



Just imagine being a young student getting ready to go back to school and worrying about where you’re 
going to eat your next meal, having clean clothes, or where you will do your homework or even sleep 
tonight. 

The Knights of Columbus Council 4527 (which include Queen of Peace & St Thomas members) are 
kicking off our fall drive.  We will be working with Queen of Peace Students in need and the Madison 
Metropolitan School District-Homeless Service Transition Education Program, which I personally have 
been supporting for the last 10 years.  Each year we support that program as well as the CMC to help as 
many kids as we can. 

Their needs are listed below.  Please make sure all items are new.  Bins will be in the gathering space at 
Queen of Peace August 1st – 31st  and St. Thomas runs September 1st – 28th for your donations.  Thank you 
for your support. 

School Supplies-Backpacks, lunch pails, all markers, colored pencils, composition notebooks and 
colorful pencils along with erasers 

Backpacks: Large High School &  Backpacks: Elementary-small 

Pencil Boxes & Pencil Sharpeners: Enclosed casing 

Fun Pencils: Colors, prints, something children like. (12 Pencil Pack) 

Markers: Dry Erase, Crayola fat, Crayola narrow 

Composition Notebooks: College/Narrow Lined.  

Blankets-Tie fleece blankets for sleeping in their cars. 

Sweatpants, T-shirts and Leggings for Elementary students. 

Gift Cards-St. Vincent de Paul, Goodwill and local grocery stores in $25 increments.  

Coats for Kids-As a member of the Knights of Columbus, we are able to purchase large quantities of 
coats at a huge discount with this program. See next newsletter for more info on Coats for kids! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Knights of Columbus    September/October 2025 

Council 4527 
5256 Verona Road 
Madison, WI 53711-4419 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2025-2026 Council Officers     2024-2025 KNIGHTS CLUB OFFICERS 

Grand Knight  Keith Kruepke    President Tim Endres 

Deputy Grand Knight John Fox    Treasurer Don Wersal 

Chancellor  OPEN     Members Michael Mach* 

Treasurer  Christopher Knapp*   Director Daniel Kelly* 

Warden   Tim Ritchie 

Advocate  Daniel Swanson*   2024-2025 

Lecturer  OPEN     Badger Columbus Club (LLC) 

Recorder  Steven Genovese   President Michael Mach* 

Inside Guard  Orest Kostelyna    Vice President OPEN 

Outside Guard  Michael Breunig   Secretary Mel Griffith 

Financial Secretary William Thielmann*   Treasurer Don Wersal 

Chaplain  Fr. Jay Poster    Member Paul Steinmetz 

Trustees (one year) Michael Mach*    Advisors Dan Kelly* & Bill Thielmann* 

 (two year) Daniel Kelly* 

 (three year) James Costello    CLUB HOUSE # (608)320-1703 

Knight Letter Editor:  John Fox    www.kc4527.org 

Jmfox2000@gmail.com 

(608)628-8385 

        

     

 

 

Knight letter (permit#894) is the official publication of the Knights of Columbus Council 4527.  Knight letter is published bi-monthly by Our Lady of the 

Lakes Council 4527, 5256 Verona Road, Madison, WI 53711.  Non-profit bulk permit paid Madison, WI.  Annual Membership in the Knights of Columbus 

Council 4527 includes subscription to the Knights Letter. 
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