
KNIGHT LETTER 
OUR LADY OF LAKES COUNCIL 4527 
 
THE KNIGHT LETTER IS THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THIS COUNCIL, IT’S CHARITABLE AND FRATERNAL FUND AND THE BADGER 
COLUMBUS CLUB LLC. 

Volume LXVII Number 1    January & February 2025 WWW.KC4527.org Madison, WI       

 

Brothers, 

As I reflect on all we’ve accomplished this past year, I’m 
deeply reminded that none of it would have been possible 
without your dedication, prayers, and teamwork. Together, 
we’ve made a tremendous impact: from supporting 
hundreds of children through our Tootsie Roll campaign, to 
assisting over 1,200 homeless students in our community, 
and providing 144 children with new winter coats through 
the Coats for Kids initiative. These achievements are a 
testament to your selflessness, your generosity, and your 
unwavering commitment to service. 

I’d like to extend special recognition to Brother and Father 
Osvaldo Briones, who oversees Hispanic Ministries for the 
Diocese of Madison. Assigned to St. Thomas Parish, Father 
Osvaldo has been instrumental in inviting many to join the 
Knights of Columbus through our council. If you see Father 
Osvaldo at St. Thomas, please take a moment to introduce 
yourself and offer any assistance to support his ministry. 
These new Brothers need our prayers, encouragement, 
and guidance. 

Looking ahead, I’m excited for what we can achieve in the 
coming year. There are so many opportunities for us to 
continue serving our seminarians, Brother Knights, 
schools, parishes, and the broader community. As we plan 
for the year ahead, I encourage you to share your ideas: 
What goals should we set? What initiatives would you like 
to lead, with the support of your fellow Brothers? 

One exciting development is the start of COR Meetings, 
held on the second Tuesday of each month, alternating 
between our two parishes. These gatherings are a 
wonderful way to engage the next generation and invite 
them to join us. By working closely with our parish staff 
and priests, we can continue to share God’s love and fulfill 
His will in our service.                             Continued…page 4 

KC CALENDAR-4527 JAN/FEB 2025  

 

Jan 1 Happy New Years 

 Jan 9 Bingo Knight 5:30 Social 6 Dinner 

Jan 14 COR Meeting 6:30 Queen of Peace 

Jan 23 6:30 Rosary, 7 Business Mtg. 

 

Feb 1 & 2 Church Drive, St. Thomas 

Feb 6 KC Ladies Game Day 

Feb 11 COR Meeting 6:30 St. Thomas 

Feb 13 Euchre Knight 5:30 Social 6 Dinner 

 Feb 16 Exemplification-St Thomas after 10am Mass 

Feb 27 6:30 Rosary, 7 Business Mtg. 

 

March 6 KC Ladies Mass & Lunch 

March 11 COR Meeting 6:30 Queen of Peace 

March 13 Bingo Knight 5:30 Social, 6 Dinner 

March 27 Rosary 6:30, 7 Business Mtg. 

 

 

Notice:  If you are on the email list and would 

like a hard copy of the Knight Letter please call 

our phone number    (608)320-1703 to make that 

request. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kc4527.org/


 

 

Please include the following in your 

prayers this week:  

Kevin Boening  Ron Buckholz 

Hank Curran  William Ferry 

Bernie Gorman  Linda Gorman  

Scott Hendricks  Ginny Honer   

Jim Honer  Gwen Kingston   

Keith Kruepke  Annie Sellner  

Isabelle Stohr  Dan Swanson  

Jerry Thompson Eleanor Watson   

Lukas Wiedman Michael Woodson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gary Emerson 01/04     Paul Steinmetz 02/10   David Shaw 02/21  

John Fox 01/04      James Shunk 02/13   William Kelly 02/26  

Ronald Buchholz 01/14    Dale Henricks 02/14   Phil Freye 02/27 

Marvin Meissen 01/21     John Jonas 02/16     

Christopher Knapp 01/26       Jim Flad 02/17      

John Mallon 02/02   Trent Dombo 02/19         

 

 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

“Who’s ready to play some BINGO? 

Thursday, January 9 will be our next Dinner along 

with high stakes bingo!  Great food, fun and 

fellowship. 

Social 5 pm     Dinner 6 pm     Bingo 7pm 

Please invite future knights at no cost to them or their 

guests!  Also, let us know by Monday, January 6 so we 

can prepare food. RSVP (608)320-1703. 

Adult Price $15 this includes dinner and bingo. 

Beverages at the bar will be additional. 



     KC LADIES 

 
Hopefully everyone is enjoying a wonderful Christmas Season and will be able to enjoy a quiet 
January. Rest up, because we have another great year planned. Remember our activities usually 
take place on the first Thursday of each month. 
 
We start off with our annual Card/Game Day at the Clubhouse back room on Thursday, February 6 th 
at 11:30 am. We will have assorted submarine sandwiches available and afterwards relax and enjoy 
card or board games. We will charge you for whatever the subs cost. Please bring your own 
beverage. Also, bring one of your favorite board games to share. Reservations are needed before 
Saturday, February 1, by contacting Kathy at 608-848-1250 or kmweis50@gmail.com.  
 
Then mark your calendar for Thursday, March 6, when we gather for our Lenten Mass, followed by 
lunch at a restaurant. Thanks to Sharon for taking reservations; please contact her before March 1 
at 608-228-2380 or dmshurtgen@gmail.com if you want to join us. 
 
What a wonderful turnout for our Christmas Potluck Salad luncheon in December! The salads 
were, of course, delicious. But even more fun, was just visiting and enjoying each other’s 
company. Big thanks to Joan for taking care of all the arrangements and making this a special 
holiday treat. Thanks to all of you, for your brainstorming in creating another year of great social 
activities and for volunteering to be in charge of an event. 
 
Thanks to Dottie for taking care of reservations for our annual Memorial Mass in November. 
Lunch and conversation at the Olive Garden after Mass was a delight. 
 
Remember that all wives, or widows, of KC members are encouraged to participate in our activities 
at any time. We do not charge dues nor have an official membership roster. We just gather to 
enjoy each other’s company and try new adventures, while growing in our Catholic faith. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calling all adult Catholic men: 

Join the Knights of Columbus for a new initiative to strengthen and live your faith daily. Starting in January, 

attend monthly COR meetings, alternating between St. Thomas Aquinas and Our Lady Queen of Peace. 

Why? Families need strong husbands and fathers, and the world needs courageous witnesses to Jesus Christ. 

COR (Latin for ‘heart’) aims to form men as disciples of Jesus, committed to serving Him and boldly living and 

sharing their faith. 

Mission: Refocus on Jesus Christ, strengthen faith and virtue through brotherhood, prayer, and formation. 

Each gathering offers an opportunity to encounter Christ, pray together, and build bonds of brotherhood, 

preparing for leadership and evangelization. 

Details: 

• When: Second Tuesday of each month at 6:30 PM, starting January 14. 

• Where: Alternating locations between QP Faculty Lounge and STA Community Room. First meeting at 

QP Faculty Lounge. 

Join us and be part of this dynamic brotherhood! 

 

mailto:kmweis50@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brothers, 

 As Knights, we emphasize the importance of keeping 

Christ in Christmas. In fact, keeping Christ at the center of 

everything we do is a year-round mission. 

Now, I ask you – as we close out 2024 and as you spend 

additional time with your family, consider how any changes 

from the past year might affect your life insurance portfolio. 

Even joyous occasions like buying a new house or sending a 

kid to college this fall can impact your insurance needs. Are 

you certain your current coverage is adequate and up to 

date? What would your family’s financial situation be this 

time next year if the unimaginable happened to you or your 

spouse? 

If your answers to these questions are not certain, I 

encourage you to set up time to meet with me. Let’s work 

together to create a plan that would not only help protect 

your family but give you the peace of mind and security you 

all deserve. 

May you each have a holy and peaceful Christmas season 

with your loved ones. Let’s continue to focus on Jesus 

through the end of this year. If there is any way I can offer 

help, please reach out to me. 

  

Thank you. Merry Christmas! 

Steve 

 

Continued from page 1 

Our mission—whether through Go 

Make Disciples or Into the Deep—relies 

on inviting others to walk this journey 

with us. Many of us first became active 

in our faith because someone extended 

an invitation: to return to Mass, 

embrace the sacraments, or join the 

Knights of Columbus. In a recent poll of 

young Catholic men, the most common 

reason they hadn’t joined the Knights 

was simple: No one ever asked. 

Let’s change that. During the remainder 

of this year’s church drives, I challenge 

each of us to ask the men in our 

parishes to join. Together, we can 

continue building a legacy of faith, 

fraternity, and service. 

Thank you for all you do, and may God 

bless our efforts in the year ahead. 

Fraternally, 

John M. Fox 

Grand Knight 

Knights of Columbus #4527 

 

 

 

 

 



Dear Brother Knights, 

The Wisconsin State Council of the Knights of Columbus is again sponsoring a statewide charity 

raffle.  The proceeds of the raffle are used to support your brother Knights and other members 

of the community to alleviate sorrow, ease financial burdens and restore hope to victims and 

families of accidents and illness. 

The State Council advises us that Postal regulations will not allow the council to 

mail raffle tickets by US mail.  Therefore, watch the Grand Knights weekly announcements 

via email showing when we will be able to issue tickets at Masses at QP and St. Thomas which 

will usually coincide with other council functions. 

Total prizes will be paid out to the total of $124,000.00, First prize to be $50,000 or a 2025 

Ford Ranger.  Second Prize being $25,000 or a Harley Davidson Motorcycle.   Third Prize will 

be 100 - $500.  We use our Council’s share to support three seminarians of our Dioceses.  

We will be selling and distributing tickets at all Council events.  If you would like to take the 

tickets home, you may drop the ticket stubs and checks or cash at the CMC mailbox located by 

the shed, or in the old mailbox slot located on the garage door located on the side of the 

building.  Remember each ticket costs $5.  Since the drawing takes place at the State 

Convention, please have the ticket stubs and cash turned in no later than April 20th. 

The Ticket stub along with the cash or check made payable to Knights of Columbus Council 

#4527 can be dropped off at the location listed above.  The stubs need to have your name, 

address, and phone number.  Return address stickers are acceptable. 

Thank you for your contribution and remember charity is a virtue that gladdens the heart of the 

giver.  If you have any questions or need extra tickets, please call Dan Kelly 608-213-3693. 

First Prize:  $50,000 or 2025 Ford Ranger. Second Prize:  Harley Davidson Motorcycle or $25,00.  Third-

One hundred $500 each. 
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2024-2025 Council Officers     2024-2025 KNIGHTS CLUB OFFICERS 

Grand Knight  John Fox    President Tim Endres 

Deputy Grand Knight OPEN     Treasurer Don Wersal 

Chancellor  James Costello    Members Michael Mach* 

Treasurer  Christopher Knapp*   Director Daniel Kelly* 

Warden   OPEN 

Advocate  Daniel Swanson*   2024-2025 

Lecturer  OPEN     Badger Columbus Club (LLC) 

Recorder  Keith Kruepke    President Michael Mach* 

Inside Guard  Orest Kostelyna    Vice President Jim Honer* 

Outside Guard  Scott Hendricks    Secretary Mel Griffith 

Financial Secretary William Thielmann*   Treasurer Don Wersal 

Chaplain  Fr. Jay Poster    Member Paul Steinmetz 

Trustees (one year) Kevin Hutchison   Advisors Dan Kelly* & Bill Thielmann* 

 (two year) Daniel Kelly* 

 (three year) Michael Mach*    CLUB HOUSE # (608)320-1703 

Knight Letter Editor:  John Fox    www.kc4527.org 

Jmfox2000@gmail.com 

(608)628-8385 
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