
From the Desk of the GK

Brothers,

As we complete the calendar year 
2025, our Council has much to 
celebrate. Our continued growth is a 
testament to the prayers, time, and 
generous support you so willingly give. 
It is truly humbling to witness the 
impact our fraternity has within our 
parish and broader community.

I encourage each of you to remain 
connected and engaged through the many opportunities our 
Council offers, including:

* Prayer services and spiritual events
* Red Cross blood drives
* Bingo volunteering
* Support of Council events
* Men of St. Joseph
* Participation in the Corporation
* Service to Saints Mary and Joseph Parish

As we look ahead to 2026, continued growth will require the 
commitment of every brother. Consider reaching out to a 
member you haven’t spoken with in some time, participating in 
one of the opportunities above, or offering a prayer—
especially for the unborn.

Thank you for all that you do in service to our faith, our parish, 
and one another.

Vivat Jesus,
Kenneth Tarara
Grand Knight 
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Council Meeting Notes – Jan 14
Heavily plagiarized by the editor from Dan 
Zavisza’s meeting minutes.  (Editor was absent. 
ed)

The meeting began at 1900 with 47 members present in the 
Hall. 
All officers present except Chaplain Msgr Marc Montminy, Joseph Balzano, 
and Chris Conard, who were excused. 

Opening Ceremony
Brothers, let us now open in prayer. 
God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, 
you called your priest, Blessed Michael McGivney, to be an apostle of 
Christian family life and to lead the young to the generous service of their 
neighbor. Through the example of his life and virtue may we follow your Son, 
Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling his commandment of charity and building 
up his Body which is the Church. Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us 
to greater confidence in your love so that we may continue his work of caring 
for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify Blessed Michael 
McGivney on earth according to the design of your holy will. Through Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Grand Knight’s Report - Ken Tarara

Thank You notes received and are loaded into the Council website – 
Walking With Purpose 
Bishop of Manchester, NH   (Thanks for donation to Priests’ Retirement fund)
Salve Regina Academy;                          -  NH Veterans Home
Hudson Community Food Pantry            -  Kimi Nichols Center
Mary Immaculate Guild                            -  Special Olympics, NH
Pregnancy Care Center                           -  Liberty House

The minutes for December 10th Meeting – A motion to accept the minutes 
as posted in the Meeting Minutes web site was made from the floor, voted and 
carried.

Corporation Elections and Engagement to Bishop Peterson Corporation. 
The Bishop Peterson Corporation meets on the second Tuesday of the month 
at 7 PM.  This month they will have elections of Directors to the Corporation 
Board and later will elect the officers of the Board.

Divine Dinner Dates.  The dates of the dinners will be January 1, January 30, 
February 6 and February 13.  There will be a free-will offering for the dinner 
cost.  This is for married couples to get to know other Catholic couples in our 
Parish. 

Vita Nova – Mens Retreat.  This will be held March 3-8 at the Barbara C. 
Harris Center in Greenfield.    Here you will learn more about our Faith.
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Quickie CALENDARQuickie CALENDAR

January Officers Meeting

Council Events Calendar (WEB)

Divine Dinner Dates
Jan 30, Feb 6, Feb 13

(Chris Conard)

Ash Wednesday
Feb 18, 2026

Fish Fry
March 6, Mar 20

help wanted!
Bob George

Come Early to the Meeting!
Enjoy fellowship 

(There is still plenty of Pizza after the 
6:15PM Rosary in the hall.)

https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/events.asp?CNO=4442


Lenten Journey Events.  Ash Wednesday is February 18, 2026

The Passion of Christ film will show Fridays during Lent at 12-3PM at the Hall.
Fish Fry March 6th and 20th, 2026.  Volunteers for helping set up & serve are requested.
Walking the Way of the Cross – Good Friday April 3rd, 2026.  The walk starts at St. Joseph Church and goes to Pine 
Grove Cemetery.  There were about 100 participants last year.  It is run by Brother Michael Davis and his mother, who ran 
it last year.
Looking for men to volunteer to serve at the Tridium of Holy Week.  About 10 members volunteered at this point at the 
meeting.

Pornographic Materials in our Schools.  Brother Kevin Gagnon has found pornographic material in Salem School 
libraries and has authored a petition urging action to remove the pornographic material from all Salem Schools.   He urges 
us to encourage the School Board to do something about this also.  Brother Kevin urged members to see him after the 
meeting to hear more about the petition and join him in signing it.

March for Life.  Brother Ron Bourque reported about his experience participating in this.  It was a “beautiful day” but 
the crowd was a little smaller than last year.  There were thirteen 4th Degree Knights in the Honor Guard.  Pelham and 
Windham were well represented at the March.  The State Deputy was also there.  Her made us aware that the state is 
trying to pass a law that putting a pill of some sort into the drink of a pregnant woman to cause an abortion would be 
illegal.  Brother Ron wondered out loud: “Why isn’t it already illegal?”  Grand Knight Tarara told us he, with a few others, 
are going to Washington DC next weekend for the National March for Life.

Cursillo – Meagan Parolisi lived her Cursillo this past weekend. In December Brothers Tommy Parolisi, Russell Parolisi, 
and David Smith lived their Cursillo. Once a brother lives their cursillo GK mentioned that there are many opportunities to 
serve on the team that runs them.  Brother Dean Marion is on one of the Cursillo teams. Grand Knight urges us to 
considering hearing more about Cursillo, and ask one of the brothers within the council what it is about. 

Tip of the Hat – To Brother Dave Demers and his team of brothers (and sisters) in Christ who put together the meal on 
Christmas Eve and delivered them on Christmas Day. 

Grand Knight requests members submit activity reports to – activityreport@KofC4442.org  and include service hours 
and support of community events.

Treasurer’s and Financial Secretary’s Reports – 
Bob and Al gave their reports tonight.  We have grown to 293 members in our council.  (Finance 
numbers in the official meeting minutes posted on our Members Only section of our web site. -ed)

Committee Reports – DGK Pete Klecan conducting:

COR – Chris Conard.  Brother Conard is away, but the next COR session will be Monday, January 19th beginning at 6:30 
pm.

Membership/Admissions – Brother Norm Comeau Chairman.  Eight men were present and were awarded 
membership in the Knights of Columbus and our Council.  They were: Norm Comeau, Gabriele DiNicola, Jeffrey Pelletier, 
Daniel Foley, James Hardy, Felix Carpio, Lenin Alberto and Mario Roy.  It was a special night for Brother Mario, because 
he is the son of Brother Julian Roy of this Council.  (A group photo was taken (but not sent to the editor. -ed)

Culture of Life – Peter Klecan.   Brother Klecan said he did not have anything to add to Brother Bourque’s excellent 
report on the March for Life.  He did say he did listen to a reading of an excellent Students for Life poem with Brother 
Chris Conard while there.

Tootsie Roll Drive – Peter Klecan.   Some money goes to NH Special Olympics.  We gave some to a theater group 
which terminated.  Sara Brown contacted Brother Peter and returned $2,537.66 they received.   There was discussion as 
to what to do with that money.  There was a $500 motion submitted to the trustees on behalf of Ken Tarara to support Best 
Buddies – New Hampshire. As this organization meets the mission of what the money is raised for through the Tootsie 
Roll Drive, it was moved to allocate that money to Best Buddies in place of the theatre group. Ken Tarara noted that we 
can kill the originally submitted motion for $500. 
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Blood Drive – Brother Ed Lynch.  The next blood donation session will be next day, January 15th.  Brother Lynch is 
turning over the overseeing of blood donations to Brother Tom Garnier, who volunteered to step up 
as chairman.  The Hall tables and chairs was set up for drawing blood the next day after this 
council meeting by members present.

Council-to-Council – Larry Belair, John Polcari.  Brother Belair reported that Manchester K of 
C Council needs $1,500 for a transportation need.  Brother Belair made a motion to grant them 
$1,500 from the C-to-C budgeted fund.  That was voted on and approved.

Corporation Report – Rick Veilleux. 
In January a new Board will be nominated and elected.  There are openings and council members are asked to seriously 
consider joining the Corporation Board.  A new president and other officers will be elected in January 27th.   Brother 
Veilleux has decided not to run for President of the 
Corporation for next year. 

During this past year, a tree fell on the Shelter over the 
Santa Maria with the Santa Maria inside.  The Maria was 
not harmed but the shelter is now unusable.  The 
Corporation is looking for a replacement, either someone 
who has a storage building big enough, or some kind of 
shelter we can erect in back of the Hall over the Maria. 
The Corporation would greatly appreciate a donation of 
either.

On another note, the plumbing in the Hall rest rooms 
needed repairs, maintenance and some replacements or upgrades.  Commercial Plumber estimates looked quite high, so 
Brother Paul Lavoie, who can do plumbing, did the upgrade and repairs for a lower fee and material at cost.
The Corporation had decided to replace the wainscoting in the Hall main meeting room.  Brother Julian Roy, of the 
Corporation House Committee, got bids to do this, selected one and oversaw the completion of the replacement of the 
wainscoting within the last month.  The new wainscoting has been divided into panels, each panel decorated with a 
decorative inner design like a picture frame made from pieces of attractive molding. 

A fortunate happening occurred when Grand Knight Tarara came in one very cold day and noted that it was possible that 
the interior water lines could freeze, among other things.  He called around and got help to get warmth into the building 
areas that could freeze.  Grand Knight pointed out that members should stop in once in a while to check and see if there 
are any problems that need attention.  If so, notify someone in the Corporation to see to remedying the problem.

Texas Hold’em – Brother Larry Belair, Brother Rick Veilleux.  Brother Belair reported that 
this is the 21st year our Council has been a Poker-based charitable gaming beneficiary.  We 
have received significant donations over those years beginning with the start in Rockingham 
Park.  In the beginning, poker required about 8 to 10 Knights or their spouses to be at the park 
to collect all the bet money, count it, making prize payouts, and pay the operators their portion. 
We had 10 nights but not in succession, but singly over the year.

In the recent years, the process has been streamlined so that none of us have to go into the Chaser’s Poker Room venue 
to collect our net proceeds.  Proceeds are transferred electronically to our account. The first 3 nights are coming in 
February and Co-Chair Brother Veilleux will report on that in March.

There is a movement in the NH Legislature to stop giving proceeds from some nights to individual charities.  Instead, one 
thought is to have the Legislature take all the charitable gaming proceeds and distribute portions to the individual charities 
that they see fit to.  Brother Belair urged members to point out to your State Rep of Senator Abbas how much good our 
Council does in sharing 100% of our proceeds. 

Dave Thompson Memorial Dinner – Brother Dave Demers.  This is the 4th year Brother Demers and his volunteers 
have provided meals on Christmas Day to those celebrating Christmas alone. There were 238 dinners made and 
delivered this year.  They were not only delivered to individual houses, but also to non-profits, like Pine Hill Center for 
Boys in Suncook, Veterans Liberty House in Manchester and others.  Great help was received from T-Bones preparing 
and assembling individual meal boxes. 
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If a tree falls on a boat,
does it make a splash?



Troop and Veterans Report – Brother Josh Gosselin. 
Brother Gosselin is asking for volunteers to help place US and K of C flags on appropriate 
graves this coming May. 

Old Business
Tabled notices of motion were voted to be removed from the table for discussion and action, each in turn.

 Notice of Motion -$1,000 for Lights from the Knights – Brother Michael Petrilli.  To purchase circular lights and 
install them at the top of flagpoles displaying the American flag in Salem’s public places.  A motion was made to table 
this again until a more specific plan is developed with the town on how to place these lights. 

 Notice of Motion to approve the $548,965 2026 Council Budget – Robert Fournier.   This was discussed earlier, 
the numbers were presented in the December newsletter, and a motion to take it off the table and a second motion to 
approve it were made and seconded.  The motions were both voted and approved.

New Business – Trustees

 Notice of Motion for $3,500 for a Right to Life Billboard - Brother Chris Conard.    Motion was tabled until 
next meeting in February.  The Right to Life Committee in our parish has secured a 3 month lease beginning late 
winter/early spring to share a message of life on a NH RTE 28 billboard across from the Colosseum restaurant.  
The cost is approximately $1,000/mos.  A private donor has paid for the first three months beginning in March or 
April.  The RTL Committee agrees it would have most impact if we were able to send a message of life 
consistently over a long period of time vs just a 3 month window.  The proposal is that we seek 12 parishioners 
that would sponsor the billboard at $500/mo and the Knights could match that to cover the $1,000 lease fee.  Fr 
Marc supports this effort and this program would be announced to the parish to find donors.  Once we secure this 
billboard we do not want to give it up so we would like to lock in the next 12 months at a minimum. 

 Notice of Motion for $500 for Best Buddies Support – Grand Knight Tarara.  Withdrawn  (see Tootsie Roll 
report (bottom page 3) about returned money.)

 Notice of Motion for $500 for Cakes for Kids – Brother Dave Demers.  This is to purchase additional kits to 
make cakes for kids.   Motion made to approve.  Voted and approved

4th Degree Update - Ed Lynch.   Members wishing to move up to 4th Degree can attend the next 4th 
Degree meeting.  There is money to help buy uniform items for new 4th Degrees.  He encourages new 4th 
Degrees to complete getting the full uniform.  Ed also pointed out that wives of departed Knights can get 
an honor guard for the funeral service by request.

Charitable Gaming Management – Larry Belair.  The members responsible for managing getting money from charitable 
gaming are officially registered with Co-op Bank to make deposits, etc. with the money received.  Larry wants to turn over 
that responsibility to Rick Veilleux.  Larry Belair moved that the following names be removed as signers on the checking 
account at the Salem Cooperative Bank, identified as Account #5139832, Knights of Columbus, Bishop Peterson Council 
#4442. Poker Account: Laurence Belair, Louis Stella, Wilfred Bamford, Albert Hamel and Robert Fournier.  And that the 
following names be added to the account: Laurence Belair, Richard Veilleux and Robert Fournier. 
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Good of the Order

Lecturer Presentation – George Clement
New Year’s resolutions are common.  Raise a hand if you ever made one?  Raise a hand if you 
made a resolution like, eat better or lose weight...  but you never really achieved them?  If unmet 
resolutions were paint, I would be the Pablo Picasso of broken promises and the Salvador Dali of 
dead dreams.  I have read that the best resolutions are relevant, flexible, and realistic.  Writing 
down a goal also improves the chance of achieving it.  This year I stumbled upon a goal I invite 
you to embrace.  Allow me to explain how this goal came together.

Christmas morning I went for a walk.  A small weeping cherry tree looked festive with each branch 
bent over, frosted with snow.  A tiny bird swooped down from the sky, sailed underneath the canopy of branches, and then 
settled on a branch.  Chirp, chirp, chirp! I slowed down to watch.  The baby bird bopped branch to branch.  Like a mini 
snowstorm, bits of snow fell to the ground as it bounced around.  I wondered if the baby bird was singing joy at making a 
mini-snowstorm.  I wondered if it had fun in its makeshift igloo. I also wondered if my brother in law baked a “special” 
ingredient into the Christmas Eve cookies I ate, because I was focused on that baby bird!. Regardless, I felt delight 
watching this little life make sense of the world.  Albert Schweitzer coined the phrase, “reverence for all life,” and I 
pondered God and how all life is connected.

In the following days, thanks to Monsignor Marc, I have been reading The 7 Pillars of Catholic Spirituality by Matthew 
Kelly.  There is a whole chapter on fasting.  Kelly reminds us that in Mark’s Gospel (9:28-29), the twelve could not cast out 
a demon and Jesus says, “this demon can only be cast out through prayer and fasting.” Kelly explains that unlike dieting, 
fasting is for repentance, humility, and self-mastery.  Fasting is part of my proposed resolution.

January sees marches for life taking place across the country.  As Carl Sandburg wrote, “A baby is God’s opinion that life 
should go on.”  If I can find God watching a baby bird, how much more can I find God in a human baby?  Yet, abortion 
prevails in our country.  Planned Parenthood is a factory of death colder than any makeshift igloo.  Abortion is like flinging 
red paint at Murillo’s painting of the Holy Family, where the Child Jesus happily holds a baby bird.  (Looking at the 
painting, it seems Baby Jesus and I both love baby birds.)

To paraphrase St. Augustine if we wish our prayers to fly to God, we should give it wings of alms and fasting.  As for our 
resolution, I propose to add fasting to prayers and giving to end abortion.  We can achieve this.  It is relevant because all 
precious life is connected, and as Knights we must fight the scourge of abortion.  We can make it flexible because we can 
skip one meal, part of a meal, or fast all day.  It is realistic because we only need ourselves and God to achieve it. 
Perhaps our grumbling stomachs will make mini-storms of grace that will topple the temples of death, just as the 
Israelite’s songs of praise brought down the walls of Jericho.  January 22 is the March for Life in Washington D.C. and is 
a good day to fast and pray.  Let us resolve that by fasting for the unborn on 1/22 we will help cast out the demon of 
abortion.

The Usual Stuff in Every Newsletter…
The usual recurring Reminders, Reminders, Reminders, Reminders,  Reminders,  Reminders …

Knights Links – Happenings in our State and Supreme
Click here to access the State Council's News          Click link for Supreme “Into The Breach,” and News Hub

Send activity reports to "activityreport@kofc4442.org”,  include service hours and support of community events.

More Contact Information for our Council Members' quick access:
If you have a question and need to talk, but don't have email, one of us should be able to get you an answer!
Email links for GK, Trustees, Hall Rental Manager, Corporation President, and more are on our web site.

Grand Knight Ken Tarara 978.697-6930 Financial Sec. Al Cormier 603-893.4345
Admissions Norm Comeau 603-893.4791 Treasurer Bob Fournier 603.401+2505
Trustee (3 yr) Joe Balzano 603.458-5313 Insurance Steve White 603-894+4780
District Deputy tbd State Deputy Mark Messier 603.528+0585
Corporation  Rick Veilleux (Pres) 603+458.2727 Hall Rental George Masciarelli 603-893.3035 6

mailto:stephen.white@kofc.org?subject=Insuerance%20email%20from%20council%204442%20web%20site
mailto:grandknight@kofc4442.org?subject=from%20Web%20site%20to%20GK
mailto:activityreport@kofc4442.org?subject=Activity%20Report
https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/index.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/campaigns/into-the-breach.html
https://www.nhknight.org/index.php/state-council-news


Corporation Hall Rental Policy

For hall rental call George Masciarelli (603.893-3035).  Or, go to the council web site, 
enter the “Members Only” section, and then Membership List.  You can email George, and 
he will match your needs with available dates and send you a rental agreement for your 
signature and deposit.  You must be a member of Council 4442 and/or Assembly 0641 to 
rent the Corporation Hall, and, you must remain at the hall during the rental period.  Full 
details of fees and policies are available on the web site: Corporation Hall Rental.  
 FYI: the un-monitored hall phone number is 603.893.3713.

Any charity wishing to use the hall must have a sponsoring Knight of our council / assembly sign for it and remain during 
the event.  George also can arrange for members to get a key to the hall, on request, for their personal access. 

Closing Ceremonies 
Monthly Attendance Drawing   The monthly attendance 
prize drawing was for $20    Drawn was Henry Mendoza, who 
was not present.   Next month the attendance prize will be 
$30 and one drawing will be done.

Intentions - Verna Belair, Ron Bourque, David Demers, Ken 
Ackerly, Steve Barretto, Brian Stanton, and John Breen and 
his wife, Cindy, Linda Fournier.

Closing Prayer – Brothers, we now close this meeting.  Let 
us pray that we may be ever united in Charity, that God may 
bless our work, and that He may grant eternal peace to the 
souls of our departed brothers and hear our prayers for all in 
our book of prayers.
The meeting was adjourned at 20:35. Thank you and God 
Bless America 

Advertiser of the Month

Recent Events:

Organ Restoration Donation
A check was presented to Chris Pelonzi, the SS. Mary and Joseph 
Parish Coordinator of Music.  Shown in the photo are Left to right, 
Tom Parolisi, Al Cormier, Ken Tarara, and Chris Pelonzi.

Organ Donors
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Christmas “Dave Thompson Memorial” meals
Once again, David Demers headed up the Christmas Meals for those who have no one to share a meal or who might go 
hungry on Christmas day.  Dave organized help from local businesses as well as council members to cook, package, and 
then deliver meals to many people in the Salem community.

Cakes for Kids
David Demers thought up and then delivered on a new program for our council.  The “Cakes for Kids” is a low-cost, all 
ingredients included, non-perishable kit to bake a birthday cake of kid.  The parent / guardian can pick up a kit at one of 
the local food pantries and bake the cake for a child’s birthday.  Each kit comes complete and with easy to follow 
directions; and it even includes a birthday card!  Dave is stocking up the local food pantries with a small supply of kits for 
distribution through the individual food pantries.  As the stock is used up, David will replinish the supply.  Each kit is about 
$7 for the ingredients.  So far, the food pantry at St. Joseph, the Lutheran church, Salem Boys n Girls Club, and We Care 
food pantry in north Salem now have kits to handout.  David plans this as an ongoing and expanding project.
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Someone call 
Uber Eats for 

Delivey?

Food Prep

St. Joseph Food PantryLutheran ChurchSalem B&G Club

How many Happy Meals
are we making?

Delivery instructions



Be a sponsor for this Newsletter.  Paul St. Amand, 603-489-5978; email to moderator@kofc4442.org 

Now Hiring !

Newsletter Editor for Council
Must be willing to work for $0.

Write up the monthly news of the 
council in PDF and deliver 

to the web master.

Also, send photos.

For more info, contact:
Paul St.Amand 

All articles for 
the newsletter

must be 
submitted

by HIGH NOON
of the Sunday

after the 
meeting.

34 North Broadway, Route 28, 
SALEM, NH 03079

(603)893-9342

decoloreschristianbooks.com     

Bibles, Books, Gifts & Cards 

Now Hiring !

Web Master for Council
Maintain OR Revamp Current Site.

A chance to show your
artistic creativity!

For more info, contact:
Paul St.Amand

Stephen White
Field Agent
603.894.4780 
stephen.white@kofc.org
over 26 years of service

   Carrier Family Funeral Home
                 and Crematory

   38 Range Rd, Route 111, Windham, NH
                  603-898-9552
            Bob Carrier - Owner & Director

    Web: carrierfuneralhome.com

Serving Windham, Salem, Derry, So. NH.

JOE NASSAR
Certified Irrigation Contractor 

354 North Broadway,   Salem, NH 03079

www.nassarlandscaping.com
Office 603-893-5021   Cell 603-396-3333
Fax 603-894-9764    Web “Contact Us”

Save $400 Off any Viking Cruise! 
1-800-498-7245

39 Main Street
Salem, NH 03079
www.cruisetraveloutlet.com

Advertise Here!
One year, twelve issues.

Print and Electronic Editions.
Only $100 for both.

Email Advertisements@kofc4442.org 
or Call 603.489.5978

www.salemcare.org

over 30 years of service

http://www.cruisetraveloutlet.com/
http://www.nassarlandscaping.com/contact-us/
http://www.nassarlandscaping.com/
http://www.carrierfuneralhome.com/
mailto:stephen.white@kofc.org
http://decoloreschristianbooks.com/
tel:6038939342
mailto:Advertisements@kofc4442.org
mailto:moderator@kofc4442.or?subject=Newsletter%20Advertising
http://www.salemcare.org/


Back

  
Bishop Peterson Council # 4442
Attn: Editor
37 Main Street
Salem, NH 03079
www.KofC4442.org

_ _ _ _ _


