
From the Desk of the GK
Brothers,

As we enter the holy season of Lent, beginning with 
Ash Wednesday on February 18, 2026, we are 
invited into a time of prayer, sacrifice, and renewal. 
Lent calls us, as Catholic men, to lead intentionally, 
in our homes, in our parish, and within our Council, 
by deepening our relationship with Christ.

This season offers many meaningful opportunities for 
spiritual growth and service:

• Fridays during Lent (12:00–3:00 PM) – *The Passion of the Christ*
• Men’s Movie Night – March 2, 2026
• Fish Fry – March 6 and March 20, 2026
• Men’s Adoration – March 13 at 8:00 PM at St. Joseph
• Sunday Sessions: “Getting to Know the Seven Pillars of the Faith” 

(4:00–5:00 PM at Saint Joseph Church
◦ Feb. 22 – Confession
◦ March 1 – Daily Prayer & the Bible
◦ March 8 – Fasting & Spiritual Reading
◦ March 22 – Rosary & the Mass

• Stations of the Cross:
◦ Mary Queen of Peace – 6:30 PM Fridays (Spanish, with Mass 

following)
◦ Saint Joseph Church – 7:00 PM Fridays (English)

• Good Friday (April 3, 2026) – Walking Way of the Cross - 8:00AM
• Volunteers needed to serve during the Triduum and throughout Holy 

Week

I strongly encourage each brother to commit to participating in at least one 
spiritual opportunity and one act of service this Lent.  Our visible presence 
in the pew, at Stations, in Adoration, and especially during the Triduum 
sends a powerful message of faith and leadership to our families and 
parish community.

If you are able, please consider serving during Holy Week.  These are the 
most sacred days of our liturgical year, and our parish greatly benefits from 
the faithful assistance of committed Catholic men.

Let us make this a Lent of intention and brotherhood.  Invite another 
brother to join you.  Attend a Sunday Session.  Spend time before the 
Blessed Sacrament.  Support the Fish Fry.  Step forward to serve.

Thank you for your continued dedication to our faith, our parish, and one 
another.

Vivat Jesus,
Kenneth Tarara, Grand Knight
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Unofficial Meeting Notes – Feb 11
Plagiarized from Dan Zavisza’s meeting 
minutes. 

The meeting began at 1900 with 41 members present in the 
Hall.  All officers present except Alex Tanguay, who was 
excused.

Opening Ceremony
Grand Knight led us in prayer to open the meeting.  Pledge of allegiance was 
led by PGK Don Simmons.
A short inspirational music video by Chandler Moore and Naomi Raine was 
presented by the GK.

Grand Knight’s Report - Ken Tarara

Thank You notes received and are loaded into the Council website – 
Salem Animal Rescue League          Options Pregnancy Care Center
Hudson Community Food Pantry      The Daughters of Mary
Pine Haven Boys Center                   The NH Philharmonic  (“The Phil”)
SJRCS School Teachers                    Birthright

The minutes for January 14th Meeting – There were no changes proposed 
to the minutes posted on the web site.  A motion to accept the January minutes 
was made from the floor, voted and carried.

Corporation Elections and Engagement to Bishop Peterson Corporation.  
The Bishop Peterson Corporation met in January to nominate Directors to the 
Corporation.   A second meeting was held to elect the Directors and to elect 
the officers of the Board of Directors.  (See page 9). Brother Kevin Gilmore 
was elected as President of the Board; he is also Chancellor of our Council. 

Divine Dinner Dates.   The final dinner will be held Friday, February 13th.     
There will be a free-will offering for the dinner cost.  This is for married couples 
to get to know other Catholic couples in our Parish. 

Vita Nova – Mens’ Retreat.  This will be held March 3-8 at the Barbara C. 
Harris Center in Greenfield.  Housing is in shared cabins or with more privacy, 
but somewhat higher cost, in the Lodge.  For more info: LINK.

The Worcester Diocesan Catholic Mens’ Conference will be held on March 
21st in Worcester, Mass, at the DCU Center.  This is the 25th year this 
particular retreat will be held.  Tickets until March 11th are $60, after that they 
will be $70.  CLICK for LINK.

Parish Lenten Journey Events. 
• Ash Wednesday: February 18, 2026.
• The Passion of Christ will show Fridays during Lent at 12-3PM at the 

hall.
• Fish Fry March 6th and 20th, 2026.  Volunteers for helping set up & 

serve are requested.
• Walking the Way of the Cross – Good Friday April 3rd, 2026.  The walk 

starts at St. Joseph Church and goes to Pine Grove Cemetery.  There 
were about 100 participants last year.  It is run by Brother Michael 
Davis and his mother, who ran it last year.

• Looking for men to volunteer to serve at the Tridium of Holy 
Week.  About 10 members volunteered at the meeting. 2

Quickie CALENDARQuickie CALENDAR

February Council Meeting

Council Events Calendar (WEB)

Ash Wednesday
Feb 18, 2026

Men’s Movie Night
March 2

Julie Hall (?)
Chris Conard

See a lot of events
in the GK Report >>>>

Fish Fry
March 6, Mar 20

help wanted!
(Bob George)

Good Friday
April 3

(your local church!)

Come Early to the Meeting!
Enjoy fellowship 

(There is still plenty of Pizza after the 
6:15PM Rosary in the hall.)

Dan

https://catholicmenworc.com/
https://vitanova.org/catholic-mens-retreat
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jKd5lFaNQRY
https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/events.asp?CNO=4442


Pornographic Materials in our Schools.  Brother Kevin Gagnon gave a short presentation on discovered pornographic 
material in Salem School libraries, specifically in the Salem High School; has authored a school meeting 
petition urging action to remove the pornographic material from all Salem Schools.  He was at the 
Deliberative Session and said there were 3 residents who spoke for the petition, and no one spoke against. 
This petition will be on the school ballot as Article 5.  This is the wording of Article 5: “By petition - Shall the 
Salem School District direct the Salem School Board to determine if our current Library Material Selection 
Policy is in compliance with New Hampshire's R.S.A. 571-B regarding exposing minors to harmful 
materials?”   (School Board web site).  He urges us to vote in favor of the petition.

Cursillo – Grand Knight congratulated those families of Knights present who went to the Cursillo at the Saint Basil 
Salvatorian Center in Methuen.  The next Women’s Cursillo is being held 3/5 – 3/8/26.  The Cursillo gives a different 
perspective on life. 

Grand Knight named the nomination committee for the June election of council officers.  PGK Joe 
Stafford, Jim Harvey and Bob George were asked and accepted the assignment.

Brother Chanel "Sim" Simard is now in Derry Pleasant Valley Nursing Center, recovering from his 
injuries during snow blowing of his driveway.  He is able to speak with difficulty, but at present he 
does not wish to have visitors. 

Tip of the Hat – To Brother George Hatem for his work clearing up the ice & snow 
in preparation for Hall rentals.  Thanks for keeping us safe! 

Grand Knight requests members submit activity reports to – activityreport@KofC4442.org  and include service hours and 
support of community events.  Also, Grand Knight has a goal to induct 30 new members into the Council by June 2026.

Treasurer’s and Financial Secretary’s Reports – 
Bob Fournier, Treasurer, and Al Cormier, FS, gave their 
reports tonight.  We have grown to 293 members in our 
council.  (Finance numbers are in the official meeting 
minutes posted on our Members Only section of our web 
site. -ed)

Chaplain’s Report – Brother Monsignor Marc Montminy
Chaplain Montminy reported that we have a good, full schedule for Lenten activities this year.  There will be a Fish Fry, 
Stations of the Cross on Wednesday and Friday (English and Spanish), and Adoration.  There will 
be Sunday sessions “Getting to Know the Seven Pillars of the Faith” at St. Joseph’s 4-5 pm.

Chaplain Marc says he reads about Knights from other councils doing things to help people in the 
Columbia magazine, but very little about our Council.  He urges us to go out and make an effort to 
get our Council highlighted in the Columbia.  Brother Ron Bourque remarked that the project we did 
a few years ago to donate ultrasound equipment to pregnancy centers after Hurricane Katrina did 
get into Columbia, but it required insider support from Supreme to get published.
 Msgr MARC Is looking for volunteers to attend the Wednesday Adorations from 11:00 to 12:00 pm.  He also 
complimented the men who cleared the ice from the Hall for doing a “great job”. 
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Committee Reports – DGK Pete Klecan conducting:

COR – Brother Chris Conard.  Thus far in this program we have had 8 sessions of prayer and 
discussion.  There will be one session during Lent, February 23rd.  On March 2nd there will be a 
dinner and movie “Triumph of the Heart”, the story of Saint Maximilian Kolbe, the priest who 
volunteered to substitute for another prisoner who was to be executed by the Nazi in 1941 at the 
Auschwitz concentration camp.

Culture of Life – Brother Peter Klecan.   Brother Klecan attended the March for 
Life in January at the Capitol. They heard a poem read by a young woman written 
by her group.  It told the story of the making of a man starting with the atoms 
combining in the mother.

Blood Drive – Brother Tom Garnier.  Brother Garnier explained how the present 
blood-donation program is working involving the Knights of 
Columbus.  The blood drawing sessions are held once a month alternately by 
the Knights of Columbus and the combined Salem Fire & Police Departments. 

The Red Cross provides the equipment and medical personnel.  This month it will be run by the 
Fire/Police team.  One council member is needed to monitor the hall and lock it after the session is 
complete and the hall cleaned up by the Fire and Police departments.  This position is for 4-7pm on 
that day. 

Corporation Report – President Kevin Gilmore. 
Ice that formed on the roof of the Hall has been removed.  Later in the spring, more work will be done 
to make it sounder and more storm-proof.  The objective is to make the Hall better and more useful.   
Special kudos to Brother George Masciarelli and the House Committee for getting this done.  (The 
results of the corporation elections are on page 9 -ed)

Lenten Fish Fry – Brother Bob George.  Brother George is looking for 5 to 6 volunteers to man 
the swerving line and other tasks.  Grand Knight has helped with advertising.  Brother 
George has looked at the menu and is promising a better product this year.  Five 
members present volunteered to help. 

Troop and Veterans Report – Brother Josh Gosselin.  Our Council has donated to the Veterans 
Heritage Learning Center, Boscawen, NH.
Brother Gosselin is asking for volunteers to help place US and K of C flags 
on appropriate graves this coming May at our Salem cemeteries.   Brother 
Gosselin is thinking about a motorcycle ride for charity in the spring (May or 
June).  Fees for Riders and passengers will go to a charity.

Texas Hold’em Poker – Brother Rick Veilleux   The next sessions we will get benefits from will 
be nights of February 18, 19 and 20.
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Old Business
Tabled notices of motion were voted to be removed from the table for discussion and action, each in turn.
 Notice of Motion -$1,000 for Lights from the Knights – Brother Michael Petrilli.  This is to purchase circular lights and 

install them at the top of flagpoles displaying the American flag in Salem’s public places.  Motion remained tabled for 
more info.

 Notice of Motion for $3,500 for the Right to Life Billboard -Brother Chris Conard.  This is to pay for having a Right to 
Life message put on a local billboard for a designated period.  A local organization has a contract for 3 months on one 
billboard.   They need support.  They ask if our Council will match 7 donors who donate $500 each, for a total of 
$3,500.  Voted and approved.

New Business – Trustees

 Motion $500 for Special Olympics – Chris Bamford.  This was to donate for a Penguin Plunge for special needs kids 
at Hampton Beach.  Kiwanis matched this amount.  However, it was too cold to hold the water event, so the 
“Penguins” met socially at the Hampton Casino.  The highlight of that get-together was meeting Brother Chris’ therapy 
dog.  The kids loved it.  Voted and approved.

 Motion - $151.45 – Brother Ron Bourque.  To reimburse cost of “Unplanned Movie” showings.  Voted and approved.
 Motion $250 – St. Mary Magdalen Parish Dinner for the Poor – Brother Paul St. Amand.  This is support for the St. 

Mary Magdalen Parish Sunday meal program for the homeless, which we supported last year.  On the 1st and 4th 
Sundays of the month, volunteers prepare and serve a hot meal to those in need.  This is a parish in Berkeley, 
California.  Brother Paul has worked on the clean-up crew when he was out there.  Voted and approved. 

 Motion $500 – Birthright – Brother Peter Klecan.  For baby materials to be spread to pregnancy centers on February 
21st.   Voted and approved.

 Notice of Motion for $3,500 for Inspiring Futures – Grand Knight Tarara.   Inspiring Futures is a local charity that 
raises money to support the local youth.  In years past they have supported Boys and Girls Club of Salem, Lions Club, 
Robotics Club, Miss NH Scholarship, Children's Smile Connection (dental care for SALEM NH Families). This local 
charity is exactly what our order is here for, and Inspiring futures has great connections and insight into the local 
needs.  They have an annual event on Friday March13, that this sponsorship would be a 'shamrock" sponsor and help 
them meet the many needs for our local community.

4th Degree Update - Tom Campbell for Ed Lynch.   Members are encouraged to 
become a 4th Degree member and to become part of the honor guard.  The assembly 
will refund a portion of the uniform fee.  Also, the assembly needs a Treasurer.

Insurance Agent’s Report – Brother Stephen White.    Brother White has been 
following eleven different investments he personally own.  He found that overall, they 
have increased in value by about 30%.  Those who would like to “ladder” bond-type 
investments can contact Agent Steve for details.  (Contact info is on page one. -ed)  
Brother White also had some extra folders to hand out, with general financial 
investment information, that he had given out to those making their degree 
exemplifications in December, 2025.  Finally, Steve said that he will be retiring as a 
field agent after many years of service.  (I don’t know the exact date, but I hope to 
see him at our council meeting at least a few more times! - ed)
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Good of the Order

Lecturer Presentation – George Clement
Topic – A Love Story with a Call to Action.  Paraphrased by Worthy Recorder - ed) 
    The presentation started with a love story involving George getting a crush on Jennifer, a 
student in the 6th grade.  A close friendship, followed with a little kissing and hugging romance on 
up to Woodbury Jr. High.  But there my crush liked this idiot named Eric.  That dimpled devil, 
Howdy Doody look alike, stole my crush.  I never thought of Jennifer again. 
The start of senior year at Central Catholic, my friend Leo wanted to go to a craft fair at Presentation of Mary because he 
liked some girl.  At 5’9’’ 100 lbs., nerdy, and nervous around girls, a craft fair was the perfect place for the pathetic to pick 
up chicks.  I saw Jennifer!  I immediately did what any good geek would do to woo women:  I started singing Sinatra 
songs acapella.  We talked, joked, and danced.  I escorted her to her Cotillion.  I loved her.  But, with different college 
plans looming, we broke up around Valentine’s.  For the zillionth time I heard, those dreaded words: “Can’t we be just 
friends?”
For four years we never spoke, but after college graduation, out of the blue, Jennifer called.  She wanted to pick me up 
and treat me to dinner.   At dinner she made a confession that she had an adulterous affair with a professor and later an 
affair with a woman.  I saw she needed me to be her friend. We talked all night, she then drove West to start over, and we 
never spoke again.

1 Corinthians describes Love as a human quality that has many positive aspects.  But, as in Galatians, the other aspect is 
“the works of the flesh are obvious; fornication perseveres”.  Jennifer needed a friend to light the right path.  So do the 
children of Salem.  The school libraries contain books about fornication, impurity, rape, sex, and licentiousness.  There is 
School Warrant Article 5, which calls for setting up a review group to weed out the pornographic items from Salem school 
libraries.  We should vote in favor of that Article.  (See info above by Kevin Gagnon on page 3 -ed)

The Usual Stuff in Every Newsletter…
The usual recurring Reminders, Reminders, Reminders, Reminders,  Reminders,  Reminders …

Knights Links – Happenings in our State and Supreme
Click here to access the State Council's News          Click link for Supreme “Into The Breach,” and News Hub

Send activity reports to "activityreport@kofc4442.org”,  include service hours and support of community events.

More Contact Information for our Council Members' quick access:
If you have a question and need to talk, but don't have email, one of us should be able to get you an answer!
Email links for GK, Trustees, Hall Rental Manager, Corporation President, and more are on our web site.

Grand Knight Ken Tarara 978.697-6930 Financial Sec. Al Cormier 603-893.4345
Admissions Norm Comeau 603-893.4791 Treasurer Bob Fournier 603.401+2505
Trustee (3 yr) Joe Balzano 603.458-5313 Insurance Steve White 603-894+4780
District Deputy tbd State Deputy Mark Messier 603.528+0585
Corporation  Rick Veilleux (Pres) 603+458.2727 Hall Rental George Masciarelli 603-893.3035

Corporation Hall Rental Policy

For hall rental call George Masciarelli (603.893-3035).  Or, go to the council web site, 
enter the “Members Only” section, and then Membership List.  You can email George, and 
he will match your needs with available dates and send you a rental agreement for your 
signature and deposit.  You must be a member of Council 4442 and/or Assembly 0641 to 
rent the Corporation Hall, and, you must remain at the hall during the rental period.  Full 
details of fees and policies are available on the web site: Corporation Hall Rental.  
 FYI: the un-monitored hall phone number is 603.893.3713.

Any charity wishing to use the hall must have a sponsoring Knight of our council / assembly sign for it and remain during 
the event.  George also can arrange for members to get a key to the hall, on request, for their personal access. 
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Knight of the Month 

This father of 2, is no stranger to anyone.  It has been a joy to 
have him as part of this council, community, and parish.  I am
convinced this man has one goal – to become a saint and 
ensure his kids do as well.  As a Grand Knight I am 
appreciative of his direct approach to many issues as it 
relates to our faith and items our Knights of Columbus order 
stands for.  From protection of the unborn, praying in schools, 
to the most recent issue related to pornographic material in 
our schools.  Kevin has always been a joy to be around and 
can literally strike up a conversation with anyone, anywhere. 
Thank you Kevin for all you do to keep everyone honest and
transparent. What a deserving KOM for February!

Advertiser of the Month

Monthly Attendance Drawing   The monthly 
attendance prize drawing was for $30.  Drawn was 
Brother Marc Girard, who was present.  Next month 
the attendance prize will revert to $10, and one 
drawing will be done.

Intentions - Verna Belair, Ron Bourque, David 
Demers, Ken Akerley, Steve Barretto, Brian Stanton, 
and John Breen and wife Cindy, Chanel Simard, 
Linda Fournier.

Closing Prayer – Chaplain Msgr Marc Montminy – 
We pray for those listed in the Intentions.  Let us 
make an effort to participate in the events coming up 
in the Parish for Lent.  We prayed the Our Father and 
a litany to Saints and blessed Michael McGivney
The meeting was adjourned at 20:34. 
    Thank you and God Bless America 

Star Council Award Badges –  “some Bling”.  Paul St. Amand reported that he uncovered two sets of three 
Star Council Award lapel pins we had received in the past along with the Star Council plaques.  Paul presented 
the pins to the recent GKs who achieved Star Council and their Admissions Chairman and Program Directors.  
One set of pins went to GK Ken Tarara, Admission Chairman Norm Comeau, and Activity Director Pete Klecan.  
The second set went to PGK Ron Bourque, Admission Chairman Norm Comeau, and Activity Director Joe 
Balzano.

Recent Events:
Recent news from Florida from Joe Procacini:
 I will be out of commission for some time as I my wife and friends we involved in a major 
accident here in Florida.  We were just released from the emergency room, and my wife was 
rushed to the trauma center.  She was in there for 3 days. 
It is going to be a long road for us.    Let us keep Joe and his family in our prayers. 7
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New Hampshire Catholic Charities “Sweetheart Gala”  Paul St. 
Amand and wife Marlene attended the 80th Year celebrating the good 
deeds done by Catholic Charities in New Hampshire.  Our council 
donated $5,000 for the “Fund a Need” program.  This is the 20th year of 
NHCC’s “Gala” celebrations; it was a good and fun time; food was 
excellent.  I even won a raffle prize!  (And I scooped up the ball point 
pens remaining on my table at the end! - ed)

Corporation Officer Election and Board of Directors – Elected 
January 2026

Board of Directors (15):  Ed Lynch, Mike Petrilli, Karl Amano, Jim 
Harvey, Alan Bielevich, Dave Demers, Robert George, George 
Masciarelli, Tom Campbell, Julien Roy, David Smith, Ed 
Herger, George Hatem, Kevin Gilmore, and Ken Tarara, as GK, ex. 
officio.

Officers:  President: Kevin Gilmore;    Vice President: Ed Lynch;   Secretary: Tom Campbell;   Treasurer: Jim Harvey

Trustees:  Robert George, Kevin Demers, Mike Petrilli

Passing of SK Theodore “Ted” Shiepe
A long time Sir Knight of our council and assembly, Theodore (Ted) Shiepe, 86 of NH, formerly 
of Methuen MA, Lawrence MA and Salem NH, passed to Eternal life January 22, 2026, at his 
home surrounded by his loving family.

Services were held last Friday, Jan 30, at St. Joseph Melkite Greek Catholic Church. A private 
burial will take place at a future date.

His obituary is listed at Cautadella Funeral Home, Methuen, MA. He was a model Knight, active 
in church using his vocal talents in Choirs, as rector at Cursillo at St. Basil, board of directors 
and head of committees with Lazarus House Ministries, dedicated husband of 64 years, father, 
grandfather, business owner, friend to many. 

Members Only Access to our web site: - Paul St.Amand
While the newsletters and much information is public access on our web site, the “Members Only” 
portion gives access to a wealth of information for our members.  All that is needed to access the 
private area is your membership number (on your ID card) and your birth date as your default 
password.  The password format is MMDDYYYY, no slash or dash or spaces between the numbers. 
In the member only section, you can review meeting minutes and make corrections; read all the 
council documents, guides, and forms; see a member’s birthday to wish them well; and send email to 
any council member.  In the member list, you can see the “mug shot” of the members and change 
your own photo to show the most handsome view of yourself.  With 280+ members in our council, having a picture can 
allow you to identify others.  Can you identify a Herger, from a Harvey, from Hevey, from Hardy, from Hatem, from Hosty, 
from Hager?  A picture helps!

I urge every to log into the private section and have a look see.  If you have any problems, contact me.  How??  Just click 
on the “EMAIL WEBMASTER” button near the top of the home page.
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Be a sponsor for this Newsletter.  Paul St. Amand, 603-489-5978; email to moderator@kofc4442.org 

Now Hiring !

Newsletter Editor for Council
Must be willing to work for $0.

Write up the monthly news of the 
council in PDF and deliver 

to the web master.

Also, send photos.

For more info, contact:
Paul St.Amand 

All articles for 
the newsletter

must be 
submitted

by HIGH NOON
of the Sunday

after the 
meeting.

34 North Broadway, Route 28, 
SALEM, NH 03079

(603)893-9342

decoloreschristianbooks.com     

Bibles, Books, Gifts & Cards 

Now Hiring !

Web Master for Council
Maintain OR Revamp Current Site.

A chance to show your
artistic creativity!

For more info, contact:
Paul St.Amand

Stephen White
Field Agent
603.894.4780 
stephen.white@kofc.org
over 26 years of service

   Carrier Family Funeral Home
                 and Crematory

   38 Range Rd, Route 111, Windham, NH
                  603-898-9552
            Bob Carrier - Owner & Director

    Web: carrierfuneralhome.com

Serving Windham, Salem, Derry, So. NH.

JOE NASSAR
Certified Irrigation Contractor 

354 North Broadway,   Salem, NH 03079

www.nassarlandscaping.com
Office 603-893-5021   Cell 603-396-3333
Fax 603-894-9764    Web “Contact Us”

Save $400 Off any Viking Cruise! 
1-800-498-7245

39 Main Street
Salem, NH 03079
www.cruisetraveloutlet.com

Advertise Here!
One year, twelve issues.

Print and Electronic Editions.
Only $100 for both.

Email Advertisements@kofc4442.org 
or Call 603.489.5978

www.salemcare.org

over 30 years of service

http://www.cruisetraveloutlet.com/
http://www.nassarlandscaping.com/contact-us/
http://www.nassarlandscaping.com/
http://www.carrierfuneralhome.com/
mailto:stephen.white@kofc.org
http://decoloreschristianbooks.com/
tel:6038939342
mailto:Advertisements@kofc4442.org
mailto:moderator@kofc4442.or?subject=Newsletter%20Advertising
http://www.salemcare.org/
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