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October 2022
Grand Knights
Message

to that end, we have 3 candidates
waiting for exemplification. Brother
Tim Surkovich has recently stepped
down from his position on the committee and we await a volunteer to
replace him. Please consider helping
the council by joining the Degree
Committee. It would be wonderful to
welcome 3 new brothers in November.
Fraternally Yours,
Matt Becker
Grand Knight

Brother Knights,
The recent September issue of Columbia reiterates the August newsletter
message (“Pro-Life in Word and
Deed”, p.12). The topic is Mother
Teresa and her dedication to a culture
of life. In this context, it means not
just opposing abortion but making an
effort to support pregnant women and
young families, particularly poor
ones.
This is again where we see the benefit
of our charity work in support of a
culture of life. Our recent steak dinner, in celebration of the Hand-inHand chicken BBQ, was a success
and the check was provided to the
Shriner’s Children’s Hospital. If you
haven’t attended the annual dinner,
consider doing so next year. It is an
insightful and motivating look at how
our efforts directly benefit worthwhile
charities that care for children. We
have upcoming fundraisers that will
continue to support mothers, children,
and families. The November Ham &
Cheese sale will benefit St. Jude’s
Children’s Hospital. Our annual Advent food drive will benefit a local
food pantry. And our December BBQ
will benefit the St. Vincent de Paul
Needs Office.
The more help and participation we
get from our council the better. This
means bringing new members in, and
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Worthy Grand Knight
Matthew J Becker

October 2021 Council
Meeting Minutes
Reading of Minutes from the previous
meeting:

Treasurers Report: Information pre- •
sented by Dan Weaver:
• Beginning Balance as of September •
1, 2022: $8987.62

The council was called to order at
7:02 PM by GK Matt Becker with 35
members present.

•

Deposits: $0

•

Disbursements: $913

•

New Balance as of September 30,
2022: $8074.62

Officers absent: Fr. Alan Thomas,
Tim Surkovich, Dan Weaver
Minutes:
• The September 1, 2022, meeting
minutes were posted on our website. Dan Casey presented a motion to accept the minutes; Ray
Gregorchik presented the second;
motion passed, the minutes were
accepted, as posted.

Bills and Communications:
•

•

Grand Knights Report
presented by GK Matt Becker:

•

The annual steak dinner, to celebrate the Hand-in-Hand BBQ,
was a success.
The Bishops Mass will be held on
Oct 9, 2022, at Loretto.
We have an opening on the Degree Committee and we need volunteers – please consider this important position.
We have 3 new members, and we
will need to schedule an exemplification, in the near future.
All future requests for donations/
funds shall be presented at least
one week prior to the Council
meeting night or they will be tabled, until the following months
meeting.

•
•

•

•

Chaplains Report
Presented by Fr. Alan Thomas
NA

•

•

•

We received a request for donation
from the US Armed Forces Mothers; Rich Moyer presented a motion
to donate $100; Jim Zimmerman
presented the second; motion
passed.
We received a request for donation
from Holy Trinity Catholic School
2022-23 Sponsorship; Dan Casey
presented a motion to donate $100;
Vic Ballash presented the second;
motion passed.
We received a request for donation
from Michael Sabatini, Troop 3031
to support his Eagle Project which
includes installing 3 benches and
one garbage receptacle along the
American Legion Walking Trail.
Vic Ballash presented a motion to
donate $100; John Longenecker
presented the second; motion
passed.
We received a request for donation
from Garvey Manor 500+ Club;
Rich Moyer presented a motion to
donate $100; Jim Zimmerman presented the second; motion passed.
We received a request for donation
from Waly Warmth; Dick Aiken
presented a motion to donate $100;
Dan Casey presented the second;
motion failed.

We received thank you notes from
the following:
• Birth of Mary Committee at St.
Catherine of Siena
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•

•

Juniata Valley Council, Boy
Scouts of America
Central PA Community Foundation
St. Patrick’s School (bus funding
to attend the Birth of Mary Celebration)
PA Dept of Military and Veterans
Affairs

Presentation of awards and certificates - presented by GK Matt Becker: NA

Financial Secretary Report - Information presented by Tim Surkovich: NA
Membership Director – Information presented by Matt Becker
on behalf of Tim Surkovich:
• Membership stands at 196.
• We have 3 prospective members
– future exemplification to follow.
• The application for George Swander III was presented. Gary
Nocek presented a motion to accept the application; Lee Zimmerman presented the second; motion
passed.

Trustees Report by Ray
Gregorchik: NA
Standing Committee Reports:
Fund Raising Committee: Chairman position is vacant – please volunteer:
• We will hold a chicken BBQ on
December 11th for the St. Vincent
dePaul Needs Office.
• The 50/50 cash drawing will be
held on December 24, 2022.
Unfinished Business: NA

Program Director – Information
presented by Dick Aiken and Matt
Becker on behalf of Tim Surkovich:
• The second online auction was
held from September 15-19th and
we received donations of $13257
and realized a profit of $5474.37
with $0 expenses. Donations
from the auction were as follows: $385 to Tigerpack; $385
to Waly Warmth; $385 to St.
Vincent dePaul Food Bank; $385
to American Rescue Workers
Food Bank; $385 to Tiger Treasurers; $812.17 to the Council for
support of charitable efforts;
$2737.17 to the Fundraising account for future repairs. Thank
you, for all of your support. The
next auction is scheduled for
October 19-23, 2023.
• Our next chicken BBQ is the
“Help us Help you” event for the
local parishes on October 16,
2022. All proceeds are directed
to each respective parish. Cooking time starts at 6:00AM. All
tickets must be turned in by October 10, 2022.
• The November Ham & Cheese
sale will benefit St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. Assembly will be held on November 17, 2022, at 4:00 PM; Delivery on November 18th, 2022.
• The “Keep Christ in Christmas”
billboard has been ordered.
Report of the 4th Degree –
information presented by
Lee Zimmerman:
• There will be a 4th degree exemplification in November; contact
Lee Zimmerman if you are interested.
• Memorial masses will be held in
November
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•

Next meeting will be held on October 27, 2022, at 7:00 PM at the
council home.

See St. Mary’s bulletin for sign up
details

District Deputy Report by: NA
Field Insurance Agent Report – presented by Mike
McAndrew:
• November will mark the 7th year
of serving our area as the Field
Agent. The Knights continue to
offer many insurance products
from Long Term Care insurance,
Retirement Options and various
Life Insurance options; see Mike
for more details.
• Thank you for all of your support
Announcements:
• We continue to pray the rosary at
6:30 PM, prior to each meeting.
However, we have started a new
tradition of offering up an intention for each decade. If you
would like to provide the name of
someone that you would like us to
pray for, please notify us prior to
the meeting. Intentions for the
October Rosary were as follows:
The soul of Bob Hazenstab –
Mother-in-Law; Ed Zang Grand
Nephew (Nicholas) birth; Victims
of the hurricane (Ian) and the soul
of Matt Becker’s father; Ken
Greene and the Baker brothers;
Ray Gregorchik father (Joe), Joe
Harteis and Fr. Alan.
• Gary Nocek provided an update
on the future St. Mary’s Eucharistic Adoration Chapel which will
be located in the former convent.
Currently, there are no other Adoration Chapels in our local area,
and this is a much-needed opportunity for us to spend quiet time
with our Lord. Construction is in
process and there has been a great
outpouring of support. Please sign
up for a weekly time slot and
spend some time with our Lord.

•

Please pray for the soul of Ken
Greene.

Please pray for the following:
• Anna Fera and her family
• Dennis McGeehan
• Tom Sutch
• Matt Becker (father)
• Baker brothers
thanked us for our continued
prayers
Upcoming Hospitality Meal
Volunteers 2022

•

11/3/2022—Bill Hiergeist
November Birthdays

JOSEPH DODSON— 11/19
ALLAN DUMAN—11/7
MICHAEL ERCOLE—11/1
JOSEPH FERNICOLA—11/1
RICHARD FLEEGLE—11/1
DALE FRANK—11/26
DAVID GEHRET—11/23
JIM HODGE—11/27
CARL LEAR JR—11/14
DAVID LOZINAK—11/9
CHARLES ORMSBY—11/7
GARY RAY—11/11
DONALD SERVELLA—11/5
EDWARD SHRIFT—11/6
JOHN SLOVIKOVSKI JR—11/6
DAVID SMITHMYER—11/9
EDWARD VANIEL—11/15
SCOTT ZIMMERMAN—11/9

Council Meeting Message for October
2022 by Michael McAndrew

Council Calendar
Council meetings are held on the First
Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm. Next
Meeting: 11/3/22
*Please check the online calendar on
the council web site for any schedule
changes.
11/3/2022
•
•

Home Association Meeting5:45 pm
Praying of the Rosary6:30 p

•

Council Meeting7:00 pm

11/14/22
Make Ham and Cheese Sandwiches12:00
pm
11/17/22
Make Ham and Cheese Sandwiches
4:00 pm
11/18/22
Deliver Ham and Cheese Sandwiches
8:00 am
11/24/22
Meeting of the 4th Degree
7:00 pm
11/27/22
Advent Food Drive Begins
8:00 am
11/28/22
Fundraising Committee Meeting
6:30 pm
12/11
Chicken BBQ benefiting St. Vincent DePaul Needs Department.
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Top 10 Facts to Know About Long-Term Care
Planning
November is National Long-Term Care
Awareness Month, an event recognized by
Congress and a number of States. To mark the
occasion, here are 10 interesting facts shared
by the American Association for Long-Term
Care Insurance.
# 1 - Americans are living longer, in large
part due to advances in medical care and public health. Life expectancy in the US for those
reaching 65 was 20 years on average in 2019.
# 2 - By 2030, one in five residents in the US
will be age 65 or older.
# 3 – The number of people in need of long
term support services (LTSS) in the United
States is already at 14 million and expected to
grow to 27 million by 2050.
# 4 – Average out-of-pocket costs are
$140,000 for those individuals who utilize
paid long term support services (LTSS).
Roughly 17 percent will spend over $100,000
on LTSS. Almost 9 percent will spend over
$250,000 on LTSS.
# 5 – By 2040, the total prevalence of Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias in the US
is expected to approximately double from 7.2
million to nearly 13 million, with 8.5 million
women and 4.5 million men expected to develop dementia.
# 6 – For those requiring high levels of LTSS,
individuals and families pay 55 percent of
long-term care costs out of pocket.
# 7 – Currently, the majority of older singleperson households are female. Women comprised 74 percent of solo households age 80
and over.
# 8 – Some 7.5 million Americans have some
form of longterm care insurance. Two-thirds
of all new individual longterm care insurance
claims pay for care needed by women.
# 9 – The long-term care insurance industry
paid out $11 billion in benefits to some
310,000 individuals with insurance protection
in 2019. The number will increase each year
as the current number of policyholders grow
older and, as a result, are more likely to begin
their claim.
# 10 – 69.5 percent of new claims start after
the policyholder reached age 80. If you live a
long life, you are very likely to need long term
care. You'll be very glad you have a policy to
pay benefits.
I see so many families make the mistake of
doing estate planning & asset protection incorrectly and sometimes not at all. One of the
most valuable assets that you and your spouse
have is your income. Most worked their entire
life to build that nest egg. Many years of
working countless hours and they don’t put
any plan in place to protect it although most of
us carry car or homeowners insurance and
never think twice about insuring something so
much more valuable to us than an automobile
or house.

Exploring the Long Term Care choices and
other options that the KofC has for asset protections is something that you owe your loved
ones. Whether it be a spouse or children I
constantly see both ends of the spectrum. Either loved ones “say I am so happy they had a
plan drawn up and protections put in place”, or
more often than not it is a face with a heavy
burden and the weight of the world on their
shoulders because they don’t know were to
start and they know the choices the are now
faced with making because they are now limited in what they can do. These loved one
stress because they have their own lives with
children, work and grandchildren while having
this daunting task in front of them.
Many stress over not wanting to disappoint
their parents and or spouse by making a wrong
decision. I have seen first hand families go
into a down hill spiral of fighting over what
the right decision is or was.
Mostly all of this can be alleviated by doing
some homework and research yourself. Have a
plan of what is to happen and the time that it is
supposed to happen in. Understand Long Term
Care, life time incomes, annuities, life insurance LIVING benefits, and portability of
assets.
Please if any of this strikes home at all for
you, give me a call so we can go over options
and benefits that you have with the Knights of
Columbus….. Your Shield for Life

https://www.aaltci.org/about/long-termcare-awareness-month-2020.php
Vivat Jesus!
Michael J. McAndrew

