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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A KNIGHT? 

It means a life of faith in action, a life 

of boldness in brotherhood, a life 

worth living. Do you know a Catholic 

gentleman who would like to be a 

Knight? Invite him to join us!  

Grand Knight’s Message  

Continued on page 2 

 

Worthy Brothers, 
 
 I hope each one of you and your fami-

lies had a Merry Christmas, and that the 

New Year will be blessed and filled with 

peace, joy, hope, and good health. 
 To all who were able to join in at Cask 

‘n Cleaver for our annual Christmas din-

ner, thanks for being there. Your pres-

ence made the occasion extra special. 
 Although 2026 is just beginning, the 

Columbian year is past the halfway mark 
already. Many goals have been accom-

plished so far, and more to come 

throughout the remainder of the year. 
 Great news! During our annual Tootsie 

Roll drive, we received enough donations 

to make it possible to make a sizeable 
donation to OPARC in the amount of 

$2,816.50. A big thank you to all the 

brothers who helped collect donations for 

this worthy cause! 
 Another charitable cause we helped 

with was the Seminarian Burse. As you 

may know, the funds we get back from 

the monthly Pizza Night fundraiser goes 

towards supporting the Seminarians 

who are going through their studies at 

the St. Junipero Serra House in Grand 

Terrace. We, along with all the other 

councils in our chapter, raised enough 

funds to make it possible to donate a 
total of $51,000.00! 
 Looking ahead, Lent begins on Feb-

ruary 18, 2026. The Lenten Fish Fry will 

be here soon. Hopefully there will be 

enough participation that all six Fridays 

go as smoothly as they did last year. 
 Please attend the council meetings or 

join in on Zoom to stay up to date with 

what is happening in our council. 
 Please remember the following Broth-

ers and their family members who need 

prayer: George Cerisara, Brian Conant, 

Phillip and Carol Imlay, Jim Jackson, Don 
Rybarczyk, Efrain and Susie Aguirre. For 

other names, you can see a list in the 

newsletter. 
 Let’s keep on growing the Council’s 

membership. If you know of any potential 

candidates, please notify our Worthy 

Chancellor, Brother Alfredo. This past 

November two new members were initiat-
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Chaplain’s Message - What do we have to offer to God... 

Dear Brother Knights and Family, 
 

 In today’s Gospel, the Magi arrive 

from distant lands, guided by a star, 

searching not for power or certainty, but 

for a child. When they finally find Jesus, 
they do something simple yet profound: 

they offer what they have. Gold, frankin-

cense, and myrrh were not random ob-

jects. They were precious, 

costly, and deeply meaning-

ful. The Magi did not give left-
overs; they gave their best. 
 There is a story from 

South America about a poor 

village in the Andes that was 

struck by a long drought. 

Crops failed, prices rose, and 

families struggled just to sur-
vive. One New Year’s Day, 

during Mass, the priest invit-

ed the people to bring for-

ward whatever they could 

offer to God as a sign of trust 

for the year ahead. Some 
brought small bags of corn, 

others a candle, a woven 

cloth, or simply their promise 

to help a neighbor rebuild a 

roof. No one had much, but 

together they offered everything they had. 

The year that followed was still difficult, 

but the village discovered something last-

ing: when they began the year by giving 

to God and to one another, fear loosened 

its grip and hope found room to grow. 
 As we begin a new year, our world 

feels unsettled. Wars and hostilities con-

tinue between nations. Prices rise, pa-

tience wears thin, and kindness can feel 

scarce. Like the people of Jerusalem in 

the Gospel, many hearts are “greatly trou-
bled.” In moments like these, we may 

wonder what the new year will bring ‒ and 

whether what we have to offer is enough. 
 The Gospel reassures us that it is. God 

does not ask for what we do not have, but 

for what we are willing to place in His 

hands. As Knights of Columbus, we begin 
this new year by asking an important 

question: What do we have to offer God, 

after all God has given us? Not all of us 

have gold, but we have faith, time, com-

passion, and a willingness to serve. We 

have hands ready to help the poor, voices 
ready to defend life, and hearts ready to 

stand with those who are struggling. 
 Brothers, as this new year unfolds, 

may we offer Christ our best ‒ our ser-

vice, our sacrifices, and our trust ‒ espe-

Grand Knight’s Message (continued)  

ed into our council. Let’s welcome Brother 

Jesse and Brother Marash! 
 Please keep an eye on your email for 

any upcoming events. As always, your 

participation is not only needed but is also 

appreciated. 

God Bless, 
 
Dan Laponis, Grand Knight 
 
“Pray, hope, and don’t worry.” -Padre Pio 

Continued on  page 3 

“They opened their treasures and 
offered him gifts of gold, frankin-

cense, and myrrh.” 
‒ Matthew 2:11 
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 The final two months of 2025 were 

quite busy for our council and its mem-

bers. We welcomed two new Brother 

Knights at a CUF Exemplification prior to 

our November general membership meet-

ing. Welcome Brothers Marash Juncaj and  

Jose Gutierrez. Wee look forward to your 

participation and input. 
 GK Dan Laponis attended the chapter’s 

annual Seminarian Burse Dinner in Grand 

Terrace on November 24th. He presented 

our check for $350 in support of the Semi-
narians at Serra House to Bishop Rojas. 

Dan reported the event was very well at-

tended and Bishop Rojas will be receiving 

a check for $51,000 from Inland Charities. 

We can make a larger donation to Inland 

Charities if we can get a better turnout for 

our monthly Pizza Nights. They have been 

better attended than in the recent past but 

we know we can do better.  Join us on the 

third Wednesday at Round Table Pizza in 

Upland if you can. 
 Our final Corporate Communion Mass 

was held at the 8:30AM Mass at St. 

George on Sunday, November 30th. We 

had a really nice turnout, despite it being 
Thanksgiving weekend. Several of us then 

gathered together at Brandon’s Diner in 

Upland for a late breakfast. Our next Cor-

porate Communion will be in March 2026 

on the 29th, which also happens to be 

Palm Sunday.  
 December started out with our annual 

Christmas Dinner on Sunday the 7th, held 

again at the 

Cask ’n Cleav-

er Restaurant. 

We had a full 

house and a 
great time was 

had by all who 

attended. We 

collected quite 

a nice lot of un-

wrapped toys, 
which were 

turned over to 

St. George Church. These were then giv-

en away at their toy giveaway later in the 

moth. If you missed out, you might want to 

get your rsvp into us earlier. We are lim-
ited by the room size. 
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cially when the road ahead is unclear. Like 

the Magi, may we follow God’s light, give 

generously, and return “by another way,” 

changed by our encounter with Christ. 
 May the Lord bless this new year with 

peace in our world, unity in our communi-

ties, and renewed faith in our hearts. 
  
In Christ, 
Rev. Benjamin Le, SVD 

Chaplain’s Message (continued)  
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Rev. Benjamin Le, SVD 
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Knights of Columbus Prayer  

Prayers Needed 
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Manuel Landeros 

Monsignor Lawler 

Felipe “Phil” Ledesma 

Bob Leonard 

Ralph Lopez 

Gabriel Maldonado 
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Ismael Paredes 

Peter M. Perrone, PGK 

Michael F. Pompa 

Robbie Robertson, PGK 
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Jonathan Sanchez 

William A. Summers 

Clayton Trejo 

Jerry Vermillion 

Dr. Stephen Wierzbinski 

Glen Willett, PGK 

Richard Williams 

† 
      

Please remember the following brother Knights 
and their family members in your prayers: 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 

O Almighty and eternal God, 

Lord of the Universe, sustain us, 

we beseech Thee, 

Over the course of Life’s 

Tempestuous sea. 

Keep us, we pray Thee, secure within 

the Bark of Peter ever trustful 

of Christ and His Vicars and guide 

us along the way of peace and prosperity. 

May Jesus, our Saviour, preserve us, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

and confirm our hopes of sharing, 

the treasures of the Holy Spirit 

with America. 

Send forth the power, and the love of the 

Holy Spirit, that we may be blessed 

in our efforts, to set forth thy glory, 

in this land under the patronage of 

Mary’s Immaculate conception. 

Let our Fraternity flourish, in justice 

and charity, and give eternal praise 

and glory to the Holy Trinity. 

Be mindful of each of our departed bothers, 

and receive them into 

Your Haven of eternal peace.   
Distributed by the Knights of Columbus California State Council 






