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​Pastoral Thoughts -​​February​​2026​
​In this month of February I’d like to focus attention on two dates that appear on our​

​calendar.  The first is Valentine’s Day and the second is Presidents” Day.  In looking at the​
​origins of Valentine’s Day, there were several saints with the name Valentinus.  We trace​
​Valentine’s Day to Saint Valentinus who was martyred in the year 269. Whether it was​
​legend, myth, or fact, it was said he performed marriages for soldiers who at the time were​
​not allowed to be married in the church.  It was celebrated on the 14th of February by the​
​Early Christian Church. On Valentine’s Day cards are given asking someone to be their​
​“valentine” - someone we would like to express our love and fondness to.  This differs from​
​the love that Jesus has for us.  For we hear “It was not you who chose me but I chose you…​
​to go and bear fruit” (John 15:16).  Our Lord has chosen us to be his “Valentine” and through​
​his life, death, and resurrection showed us His great love for us.​

​The evolution of President’s Day began in 1799 after the death of George​
​Washington.  His February 22nd birthday became a day of remembrance. In 1870 it became​
​a federal holiday.  Later it became known as Presidents’ Day.  We might also remember a​
​time when the February 12th birthday of Abraham Lincoln was also celebrated as a holiday.​
​In the 1960s, Congress proposed a measure known as the Uniform Monday Holiday Act.​
​This sought to combine the celebration of certain holidays into predetermined Mondays​
​thereby creating more three day holiday weekends. This year Presidents’ Day is on​
​February 16th the closest Monday to Washington’s Birthday. Today we honor all Presidents​
​of the United States past and present.​

​This month we are watching as President Trump and his administration has been​
​leading our country into their second year. In contrast to the previous administration, the​
​southern border is secured, inflation has dropped from 9% high to 2.7%, the price of gas in​
​many states is below $2.90 a gallon, deaths from fentanyl are no longer 300 a day and have​
​almost been virtually eliminated. There are many changes for the good taking place.​
​Hopefully as we move forward this can also translate into our spiritual life and welfare. Has​
​our spiritual life also increased this past year? Are there some new add-ons or practices​
​that we can add to our spiritual life and practices? Will we continue our ascent moving​
​closer to the Kingdom of God? Hopefully 2026 will be a time of spiritual renewal in our​
​journey of faith.​

​- Fr. Phil Llanos​



​​​ ​Message from the Grand Knight​

​Brother Knights,​

​As we continue our journey through the month of February, let us remain steadfast​
​in the New Year’s resolutions we set with purpose and conviction. Though the early​
​enthusiasm of a new year may fade, our commitment to faith, charity, and fraternity must​
​not. Now is the time to persevere, to recommit ourselves, and to move forward with utmost​
​determination. Let us encourage one another not to grow weary or discouraged, but to​
​stand firm in our calling as Knights, living out our principles in word and action.​

​We are pleased to announce the following upcoming events:​

​●​ ​February General Meeting – February 12, 2026​

​Dedicate yourself to join us for Rosary at 6:15 PM before the meeting. This is a family​
​event. Starting the evening in Prayer and dedication to our mother Mary, is a​
​meaningful way to prepare for Lent and grow spiritually.​

​●​ ​Valentine Day Dinner &amp; Dance Extravaganza – February 14, 2026 from​
​6:00–10:00 PM at our hall.​

​The cost for “Member in Good Standing” is free for both you and your spouse! All​
​others, $20 buck a couple. There will be 50/50 raffle, silent auction for gift baskets​
​and the “Unknown” prize for our members from the GK​

​So, mark your calendars for a fun evening either a steak or salmon dinner, music,​

​Dance, love potion drinks and fellowship. Join us with the love of your life and enjoy​
​a wonderful “Knight” out. Please RSVP the GK at 661-810-5400 or​
​drtimbuckley@sbcglobal.net​​.  Spaces are filling up​​fast and we are limited to only 150​
​people.​

​●​ ​Lent Begins February 18 Ash Wednesday​

​Fish Fry dates are HERE! We are honored to have Past Grand Knight Mike Blischke​
​chair our Friday Night Fish Fry dinners during Lent. We will be coordinating these​
​events with the Quartz Hill Council. Our fish fry dates are February 20th and March​

mailto:drtimbuckley@sbcglobal.net


​20th 2026 and are just $10.00 a dinner. Your support and participation will be greatly​
​appreciated at both council events!​

​●​ ​March General Meeting – March 12th, 2026​

​Make a commitment to participate with us for Mass at 6:00 PM before the meeting.​
​This is a family mass and will be dedicated to the handicap and special needs​
​individual. Starting the evening in Prayer and Eucharist is a meaningful way to show​
​support for our special needs families and to continue our Lenten journey as​
​brother Knights.​

​●​ ​K of C Karaoke Night March 21, 2026​

​Grab the mic (or cheer from the crowd) and join us at the Hall for a night of big​
​voices, brave performances, and lots of laughs!​

​Food & drinks hosted by the legendary Allen &amp; Cameron​

​So, come hungry and be ready to sing your heart out and have a great time!​

​Corporate Communion Sunday​

​Join us as we celebrate Mass together as a council on Corporate Communion Sunday at​
​Sacred Heart Church on March 29, during the 8:00 AM and 9:30 AM Masses. This is a​
​special opportunity for Brother Knights and their families to worship together and to​
​welcome potential new members. After Mass, members will be available to share​
​information about what it means to be a Knight of Columbus—our commitment to faith,​
​service, family, and community.​

​All Brother Knights are encouraged to attend with their badges and invite Catholic men​
​who may be interested in learning more about our order and the benefits.​

​Faith Reflection​

​Lent invites each of us into a sacred season of reflection, repentance, and renewal. It is a​
​time to pause, to step away from the distractions of daily life, and to examine our​
​relationship with God. As Knights of Columbus, this journey is not meant to be walked​
​alone, but together—as men of faith committed to following Christ more closely. May this​
​Lenten season draw us into a deeper relationship with our Savior and prepare our hearts​
​for the joy of the Resurrection.​

​Vivat Jesus!​

​Tim Buckley​

​Grand Knight of the AMAZING Knights of Columbus Council #2455​



​COCKTAILS WITH THE SAINTS​

​February​​2026​

​Saint Simeon -​​Feast Day -​​February 18th​
​-​ ​Simeon (d. 66 or 67) succeeded St. James the Less as bishop of​

​Jerusalem after the latter was martyred.​
​-​ ​Mentioned three times in the New Testament, Simeon was a​

​cousin of Jesus Christ.​
​-​ ​Warned in a dream of the impending destruction of Jerusalem by​

​the Romans, he relocated his flock to a small city called Pella on​
​the other side of the River Jordan.​

​-​ ​He was probably crucified in the year 110 at the astonishing age​
​of 120, or roughly a few years younger than Dennis Lodovici.​

​-​ ​So, let’s honor St. Simeon’s advanced age with an Old Chomlean.​
​Nobody seems to know what a “Chomlean” is, so our book​
​suggests he might have been a chum of Jesus.  But who isn’t,​
​right?  Drink up, responsibly.​

​Old Chomlean​
​1 ¼ oz Canadian whisky​

​½ oz Cointreau​
​½ oz Grand Marnier​

​½ oz lemon juice​
​-​ ​Pour all ingredients into a shaker filled with ice.​
​-​ ​Shake 40 times. Trust me.​
​-​ ​Strain into a cocktail glass​

​(​​Drinking With the Saints - The Sinner’s Guide to​​a Holy Happy Hour​​)​



​FEBRUARY​​BIRTHDAYS​
​2/1​ ​Jack Conklin, Eric Denley​

​2/2​ ​Ben Megel, Nathan Wilcox​

​2/3​ ​Clark Lambert​

​2/4​ ​Ryan Burgess​

​2/6​ ​Jose Mejia​

​2/9​ ​Marvin Mckinnon​

​2/10​ ​SK Kevin “Dutch” Mahady​

​2/11​ ​Bardo Garcia​

​2/12​ ​Timothy Elkin​

​2/13​ ​Michael Lodovici​

​2/14​ ​SK James Conrad, Rev. Carlos Borremeo Lopez, SK Brian Torsney​

​2/16​ ​John Kastner, Samuel Wright​

​2/20​ ​Alfonso Fernandez, Janos Hottya​

​2/21​ ​SK David Kern​

​2/22​ ​Don Lawrence, George Leano, Eric Mariscal​

​2/23​ ​Jeffrey Hite​

​2/24​ ​PGK Chris Blischke​

​2/27​ ​PGK Robert Asaro​

​2/28​ ​Albert Torres​



​Contra Mundum​
​I apologize for the delayed publication of the February newsletter.   So much​

​for​​that​​New Year’s resolution! . .  .  In my defense​​I was busy reading the prayer for​
​Sacred Heart’s new church.   Have you seen this document?  It really picks up​
​around paragraph 167.  . . . Actually, it’s a beautiful prayer and a wonderful idea, but​
​to squeeze in - right at the end of Mass - a prayer that runs about as long as the live​
​version of “Free Bird”?  That’s a little much for the one-hour Catholic. . . .  Speaking​
​of which, check out John Mulaney on​​YouTube​​and his​​somewhat irreverent take on​
​the Mass (“God Can’t Hear You”).  Mulaney makes the case that a great sales pitch​
​for any parish is “It’s Only an Hour!”  . . . When I was a kid the Super Bowl was​
​played in January, kickoff was at noon, and halftime was about refilling your plate or​
​hitting the restroom; things have not improved.  Now we have February football,​
​kickoff at about dusk, and every halftime is replete with scantily clad fillies dancing​
​in a fashion that would make their fathers tear up . . . I will be looking for Brother​
​Knights to recreate the​​Catholic Knights Book Club​​(CKCB)​​this Lent, any takers?   I​
​suggest we commit to the virtues with Father Mike Schmitz’s Book,​​Unshakeable​​. . .​

​Be ready to help out Brother Mike Blishcke on our two upcoming Fish Fry nights . . .​
​How about that KofC 2455 softball squad!?!?!? . . . I am so excited that The World’s​
​Most Interesting Man seems to have returned . . . Just a few weeks until I can exert​
​weekly energy wishing the Dodgers ill will . . . In all seriousness, fundraising at​
​Sacred Heart is going well under the indefatigable Mike Miscione and his team.​
​They are doing great work and the final vision of a new church is months away.​
​Finally!​

​Vivat Jesus!​

​Dutch Mahady -​​February​​2026​



​“SUBMITTED FOR YOUR APPROVAL . . .”​
​(MONTHLY CATHOLIC FORMATION IDEAS FOR OUR BROTHERS!!)​

​A MAN FOR ALL SEASONS​

​Summary:​ ​When the highly respected British statesman​​Sir Thomas​
​More (Paul Scofield) refuses to pressure the Pope into annulling the​
​marriage of King Henry VIII (Robert Shaw) and his Spanish-born​
​wife, More clashes intensely with the monarch. A devout Catholic,​
​More stands by his religious principles and moves to leave the royal​
​court. Unfortunately, the King and his loyalists aren't appeased by​
​this, and press forward with grave charges of treason, further testing​
​More's resolve.​

​CRAZY IDEA . . . . . . A CATHOLIC FAMILY MOVIE KNIGHT HERE AT​
​THE HALL?  MEET ME AT THE BAR THURSDAY AND WE WILL TALK!​



​SEE YOUR COUNCIL WEBSITE!​

​-​ ​FEBRUARY​​CALENDAR OF EVENTS, MEETINGS, ETC. . .​
​-​ ​NAMES OF OFFICERS TO WHOM YOU CAN COMPLAIN​
​-​ ​(B)ROSARY BEGINS AT 6:15 ON THURSDAY, FEB. 12TH.​
​-​ ​ALL THIS AND MORE!​

​K of C Council 2455 Officer List​

​Grand Knight​ ​-​ ​SK Tim Buckley​

​Chaplain​ ​-​ ​Father Phil Llanos​

​Financial Secretary​ ​-​ ​Dennis Lodovici, PGK​

​Deputy Grand Knight​ ​-​ ​Kevin “Dutch” Mahady​

​Chancellor​ ​-​ ​Mike Miscione, PGK​

​Recorder​ ​-​ ​Cameron Perry​

​Treasurer​ ​-​ ​Bob Parnett​

​Advocate​ ​-​ ​Juan “JJ” Gonzalez​

​Warden​ ​-​ ​Alfonso Fernandez​

​Inside Guards​ ​-​ ​Robert Harris, Allen Whorton​

​Outside Guards​ ​-​ ​David Kimbell, Dennis Saenz​

​Trustees​ ​-​ ​Robert Asaro, PGK, Todd​
​Yaroslaski, Chris Blischke, PGK​



​MONTHLY MEMES​





​JANUARY HOLD ‘EM POKER KNIGHT​

​Allen Whorton and (surprise) Carlos​
​Cortes were the Pot Splitters in January!​

​Fun was had by all.  Come out and take​
​part in regular poker games.​



​COUNCIL 2455 SPORTS PAGE!​

​KNIGHTS WIN! KNIGHTS WIN!​
​Your Council 2455 Knights Softball team picked up its first win of​

​the season on February 6th with a rousing 17-15 victory over a​
​bunch of much younger athletes*.  Come out and support the​

​“boys” each Friday night at Steve Owen Lancaster City Park!  See​
​schedule below:​

​2/13 - 7:45​ ​2/20 - 6:30​ ​2/27 - 6:30​



​NEW BAR IN THE OUTBACK!​

​. . . . IT CAME WITH ITS OWN NORM AND CLIFF!​

​Let’s be sure to take advantage of this beautiful new​
​space when the weather warms up!​



​A WORD from Antelope Valley’s Field Agent​

​(661) 341-1390​ ​E-mail: Jesse.Martinez@KofC.org​ ​CA Lic #OM88426​

​Brothers,​

​It feels like the new year just began, and yet we’re already here in February!​
​Maybe you’ve set resolutions and goals for the year. Are financial goals on that list?​
​Every year, at a minimum, I recommend reviewing your finances. There are three​
​things to include in your review.​

​First, have you experienced any major life events in the last year? Things like​
​getting married, welcoming a baby, changing careers or purchasing a home are​
​good reasons to consider life insurance. If you already have insurance, make sure​
​your policy matches your current financial goals and responsibilities. Consider, too,​
​that if your policy is dependent on your current employer, you could be​
​underinsured. Second, review your retirement goals. Do you know how much​
​money you’ll need to retire comfortably? And if so, are you on track? Third, the new​
​year is a good time to review your will or trust. Have you experienced a recent life​
​event that would make you want or need to make adjustments? Now is the time to​
​check.​

​It’s not too late to make a resolution to review your finances! I’d love to sit​
​down with you, discuss your goals and conduct a complimentary needs analysis. If​
​you have any questions, please come chat with me and we can schedule a time to​
​meet.​

​Fraternally yours,​

​Jesse Martinez Fraternal Insurance Agent, PGK​

​(661) 341-1390​ ​E-mail: Jesse.Martinez@KofC.org​ ​CA Lic #OM88426​


